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DEDICATION 
English Translation of the Sanskrit verses 


1. Oh ! Lord Venkatesvara! I offer thee this work 
of mine as a flower at Thy feet, who art being 
approached day and night by throngs of people 
in a flow like that of the Ganga, jumping down 
the heights of the Himalayas, crying out full- 
throated one of Thy names c Govinda 5 in shrill 
imploring voices, surging out from the depths 
of agonizing hearts! 


2. The great work named Siddhanta $iromani of 
Bhaskaracarya, was indeed commented upon 
by a host of scholars both ancient and modern. 
Yet, I not a great scholar make bold to com¬ 
ment once again. Oh! Lord Venkatesvara! 
Thou alone Knowest and no mortal does, what 
stress and strain I underwent while working on 
this commentary. Hence I dedicate this at Thy 
feet alone not to any mortal, however great he 
may be! 


3. This commentary has been written by me care¬ 
fully understanding the depths of both the 
ancient and modern systems of astronomy. If 
this could invoke the pleasure of well -meaning 
scholars, then I deem myself fortunate, and that 
my toil will have been well rewarded. 
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IX 


4. This work indeed sucked the very blood out of 
me. It contains many a new detail unnoticed 
hitherto. Only unbiased scholars could under¬ 
stand the essence of this work. If somebody 
pronounces unknowingly that this is all a 
repetition of what has been already written, 
simply having turned out a few pages, how could 
he know where I showed new aspects of the 
genius of Bhaskara ? 

5. He, who does not study the Siddhanta Siromani 
of Bhaskaracarya, and feels that he is a scholar 
reading a few other sub-standard books on 
Hindu astronomy, does verily go to bathe in a 
dirty pond, ignoring the holy Ganga, jumping 
down the heights of the Himalayas in surging 
and dancing billows! 


D. Arkasomayaji 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


1. In the state known as the Andhra Pradesh, there 
is a famous city called Rajahmundry on the 
banks of the holy Godavari. Not far away from 
this City, there is a village known Velicheru, 
teeming with Vedic and Sanskrit scholars. There 
I had my birth in a family reputed for a religious 
conduct. 

2. My mother, by name, Mangamamba led her life 
both in the worship of my father, and her 
favourite Deity Kanaka Durga. My father, a 
Vedic scholar conducted his life on a rigorous 
Vedic path. Alas ! It was not given to me to 
serve them for long ! 

3. I bow to my eldest brother Sri Venkata Rama 
who leads a rigorously religious life, and who 
it was, that initiated me into a study of the Vedic 
and Sanskrit lore. 

4. I bow to my next elder brother by name 
Subrahmanya Somayaji who has passed away 
having spent his life in worshipping God and 
godly Brahmins. 

5. Alas! Though I was initiated into the Vedic and 
Sanskrit lore in my boyhood, I was later 
distracted into the secular English education 
only to eke out my livelihood, as if this is the 
Summum Bonum of Life. 
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6. How many like me, born in Brahmin families, 
are being proselytized into the English system 
of education burying in the Bay of Bengal all 
that is grand in the Vedic and Sanskrit lore. 

7. I raise my hands in supplication to Lord 
Venkatesvara, who took His abode on the Seven 
Hills as though to look down upon this mundane 
and irreligious world. It was He that has 
brought me here, to worship Him residing at His 
very feet. 

8. I feel it was the deep devotion of my wife to 
Lord Venkatesvara that has brought us here, 
dislodging us from our home and hearth. 

9. May those administrators flourish, who exert 
and strive to save the ocean—like Vedic lore 
from the yawning mouth of Oblivion I 


D. Arkasomayaji 




FOREWORD 


Bhaskaracarya, the Second (c. 1100 A.D.) was onfc 
of the greatest mathematicians and astronomers of the 
World. He anticipated modern theory on the convention 
of signs (minus X minus = plus) and KEPLER’S method 
of determining the surface and the volume of a sphere. 
Six hundred years before the calculus of LEIBNITZ 
and NEWTON, Bhaskara worked at the differential 
coefficient. He raised and solved the problem — 

67 x 1 + 1 = / 

—a problem which FERMAT resolved after 500 years. 
The credit goes to Bhaskaracarya for having delineated 
the image of Jyotisa in its proper contours and graces. 

The Siddhdntasiromani is often said to be the 
magnum opus of Bhaskaracarya. This monumental 
treatise consists of four parts : (1) Lildvati (arithmetic), 
(2) bijaganita- (algebra), (3) Goladhydya- (Trigonometry 
including spherical trigonometry) and (4) Grahaganita - 
(Planetary motion). 

This work was edited with the Vdsandbhdsya - of 
the author by Bapu Deva SASTRI. Muralidhar JHA 
brought out two commentaries—the Vasandvarttika - of 
Nrsimha (1621 A.D.) and the Marici of Munisvara (1635 
A.D.) on the first Chapter of the Ganitadhydya (1917). 
<3irija Prasad DYIVEDI’s commentaries in Sanskrit 
and Hindi (volumes I & II) appeared in 1911 and 1926. 



Bapu Deva SASTRI and WILKINSON published an 
English translation of the text in 1861. Yet the mathe¬ 
matical aspect of the Si ddhmta&r omani has remained a 
terra incognita to students of Hindu Astronomy. While 
Phalita-Jyotisa- continues to be studied in traditional 
Sanskrit institutions, the Ganita- side of Astronomy is 
reduced to a secondary position. 

Realising that specialists in the twin fields of 
Mathematics and Astronomy have been diminishing day 
by day, Kendriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha at Tirupati has 
started a project entitled, “ Coordination of Sanskrit 
and Ancient Indian Sciences Under this scheme, 
Dr. Arka Somayaji has now come forward to give an 
exposition and annotation of the Siddhantaiiromani in 
simple English based on the language of modern 
Astronomy for the benefit of the students and scholars 
interested in the Khagola-sastram. 

Dr. Arka Somayaji is an eminent scholar in Mathe¬ 
matics and Dynamic or Spherical Astronomy. He hails 
from a family of “ Siddhantin-s To whet his appetite 
in learning the mnemonical methodology for compiling 
an almanac, he studied Mathematics and Jyotisa (includ¬ 
ing Spherical Astronomy). He learnt the Taittiriya- 
samhita under his brother, Dhulipala Venkatarama 
Avadhani of Rajahmundry. He wrote a thesis on “A 
Critical Study of the Ancient Hindu Astronomy ”, which 
was published in 1972. He has to his credit eight works 
including the Jyotirvijndnam (1964) and two Sanskrit 
poetical compositions (Brahmdhjali and the Hanumat- 
vijaya -). He won the President’s award in 1974. 



XVII 


In order that critical editions of rare and valuable 
texts on Jyotisa be brought out, the Tirupati Vidyapeetha 
appointed Dr. Arka Somayaji as Reader in Hindu 
Astronomy. Accordingly the Vidyapeetha has undertaken 
the publication of his English annotation of the 
Siddhantasiromani. I trust this treatise will go a long 
way not only to project India’s image in the World of 
Mathematics and Astronomy, but also inspire scholars 
from the transoceanic distance to listen to the jungle roar 
of the ancient Indian Wisdom. 


Kendriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha 
TIRUPATI 
October 21, 1980 


M. D. Balasubrahmanyam 
Principal 
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P R E F£A C E 


From the Mathematician’s point of view, Bhaskarl- 
carya’s Siddhanta JSiromani contains all that was beautiful 
in the Ancient Hindu Astronomy. I am aware that a 
translation of this work into English was done long ago 
by M. M. Bapudeva Pastry and Wilkinson; but 1 did 
not have the good fortune of having a copy in my hands 
all these years. I did go through the translation once 
long ago, but it gave me the impression that all the 
beauties there that appeal to a Mathematician were not 
brought out fully. There are, however, a good number 
of Sanskrit commentaries both ancient and modern but 
even they, in my humble opinion, have not done full 
justice to the elucidation of Bhaskara’s mathematical 
genius. Further misinterpretations are not infrequent 
in some of those books, as will be pointed out in the 
course of this book. 

What has sponsored me to undertake to write an 
English commentary, (I may add that a Sanskrit 
commentary also has been written by me on this work 
and has been awaiting printing) is essentially that innumer¬ 
able modern professors of Mathematics complain many 
a time that there is no such a presentation of Siddhanta 
Siromani in English as will enable them to assess the 
Mathematical content of it in the light and language of 
modern Astronomy. Hence, I have sought to produce 
a fresh commentary, which I hope will meet the desire of 
such professors and students of Mathematics. I may add 
here that this work of mine seeks to present only the 
mathematical side of Siddhanta Siromani. It is no history 
of Hindu Astronomy, where the originality of the 
Ancient Hindu Astronomers is sought to be evaluated. 

I may confess that I am no historian. 
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In the course of this book, I shall have occasion to 
quote from most of the Astronomers of ancient India 
like Aryabhata 1, Varahamihira, Lalla, Aryabhata II, 
Brahmagupta, Bhaskara 1, Munjala, Vatesvara and 
Sripati not to speak of some others, whose books are 
available in print or manuscript. 

One thought that lurks in my mind, I make bold to 
present in this preface. 1 say 4 1 make bold ’ because, 
there are some historians of Hindu Astronomy, who are 
too ready to attack me if I claim that there must have 
been not a primitive astronomical activity in ancient 
India prior to Aryabhata I. The reason for their attack 
is that prior to Aryabhata’s work, only one crude 
Vedanga Jyotisa has come to light. Also’ some of these 
historians have a strong impression that the galaxy of 
Hindu Astronomers ranging from Aryabhata derived an 
incentive from a foreign source especially the Greek. If 
such historians agree to keep an open mind, I make bold 
to present my thought as follows. In my humble opinion 
there must have been considerable astronomical activity 
in ancient India even prior to Aryabhata. This is borne 
out by the following expressions of Aryabhata and others. 
Aryabhata says 1 that he dived into the then extant astro¬ 
nomical lore, which got mixed up with mathematical and 
non-mathematical (mythological or otherwise) knowledge, - 
and by his intellect and the grace of his Goddess, brought- * 
out the truly mathematical. Varahamihira 2 says that he 
was codifying the then extant five Siddhantas, out of 

fl-m f%«rV Verse 49—Golapada 

Verse 2—•Ch. I. 

mrZTTtWrg 

TOcrt: mm: . Verse 4~Ch. I. 
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which the 4 Savilfa ’ was more accurate. Brahmagupta 3 
says, again, that he was giving a clear presentation of the 
ancient Brahma Siddhanta which got obsolete by a long 
lapse of time, in the wake of these statements and a 
number of others, is it not right to construe that there 
did exist some ancibnt astronomical texts which are lost 
to us. If, as asserted by a host of modern interpreters, 
we think that there was only the crude Vedangajyotisa, 
before Aryabhata, does it not tantamount to saying that 
these three great astronomers (leave others) were 
impostors, who, having derived their knowledge from a 
foreign source, simply claimed that there were existent 
before them, Saura, Brahma and some other Siddhantas 
which dealt with Graha-ganita. It is uncharitable to say 
that three rational astronomers were sueh impostors. So, 
we must conclude that there did exist some astronomical 
activity, which we have no right to call primitive like the 
Vedangajyotisa. Some might think that there might be. 
existing some other texts in between the times of 
Vedangajyotisa and Aryabha but that at the time of the 
Vedangajyotisa 4 (roughly 1180 B.C.) astronomy in India 
was that crude. Even this conclusion need not be 


“I am going to tell clearly what has been, the best, what 
has been kept secret and briefly - worded in a nut shell 
from out of the works of ancient AcSryas ”, 

“ The Siddhanta of pauli^a is allright, [the Romaka is very 
nearly the same, but the Suryasiddhanta is imore accurate, 
whereas the two others Vasi§tha and paitamaha are crude 1 ’. 

srMNl I Verse 2—Ch. I. 

4. As per statement 8n&*ietf^ of 

Varahamibira quoting the meaning of the verse. 

.Verse 7—Vedangajyotiga, the vernal 

equinoctial point was at the beginning of Dhanistba, 
which means that the time was 1180 B.C. approximately. 




correct, for the simple reason that, even today, crude 
works exist side by side with advanced works. The 
simple fact that a Vedangajyantisa belonging to 1180 
B.C. has been unearthed and nothing else, is not a 
complete proof that there did not exist more advanced 
texts some where else in such a big country like India 
especially when locomotion or transport was difficult. 

Just one more thought, 1 place before the learned 
historians, which is pertinent to this context. According 
to geology, biology and some other similar modern 
sciences, the first man came into the cosmic picture some 
millions of years ago. If that be so, how is it that we say 
that man remained stupid all these years and happened 
suddenly to blossom into a genius one fine morning round 
about Eighteen fifties (1850- A.D.) whereafter came all 
Scientific discoveries in a series, as if by the waving of a 
magic wand? It could not be so, as if, we are the chosen 
few of God. Civilizations must have been there, which 
got buried in the bosom of the earth, as has been revealed 
by the Mohenzadaro excavations. Hence we are not 
right in saying that the ancient Hindu civilization was so 
primitive at 1150 B.C. as is reflected in the Vedanga 
Jyotisa. 'This is another and more important reason that 
this author makes bold to place before the historians as 
to why he (the author) does have faith in the statements 
of Aryabhata, Varahamihira and Brahmagupta who sahl 
that they were peacing out the knowledge contained in 
the then extant works signifying at the same time that 
many more books were lost even to them. 

In this commentary of mine, I have chosen to keep 
the commentary away from the Sanskrit text and Bhas- 
kara’s own Vasana Bhasya, for, otherwise the book grows 
bulkily unwieldy. I have chosen to keep silent over 
passages which do not call for a mathematical elucidation. 
Here and there I have chosen to present what modern 
astronomy presents in some particular contexts, so that, 
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mathematics students who do not happen to study 
modem astronomy may have a better perspective of the 
ancient Hindu astronomy, presented in Juxtaposition to 
the corresponding modern treatment. However, I do not 
propose to enter into the intricacies of modern astronomy 
which are not called for to elucidate the text. 

Before concluding, it is my sacred duty to thank the 
Ra§triya Sanskrit Sams than, under the Ministry of 
Education, Social Welfare and Culture, Government of 
India, for having accepted my work under the publication 
series of K. S. Vidyapeetha, Tirupati and the late- 
lamented Dr. M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar, former 
Chairman of KSV and Ex-Governor of Bihar, who 
encouraged me in my studies on Hindu Astronomy. 
Dr. M. D. Balasubrahmanyam deserves my thanks for 
the encouraging interest he has shown in the publication 
of this annotation, 


D. Arkasomayaji 
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^ afaSPITOft *PT:, 

»iforai«^ n'smfsraft ^raj|Rj«TW: 

Verse 1. May the Sun at onee give expression to 
our tongue in meaning ful words-fchafc Sun, who rises 
to protect this world, whose duty it is to expel darkness, 
who is reported to be the Spouse of the lotus-creeper, who 
purges out the sins of all those that supplicate hiru, and 
on whose rising take place Vedic sacrifices and thereby 
the gods in heaven headed by Indra get feasted. 

Commentary (Comm.). Needs no Commentary. 

Verse 2. Excels that blessed Brahmagupta, the son 
of Jishnu, who is hailed as the crest-j^wel of Mathemati¬ 
cians ; excel also those like Varahamihira who were the 
authors of well known works, who were adepts in reason¬ 
ing, and u age of beautiful expression and on a stuiy of 
whose works, one like me even of lesser intellect, wdi be 
able to produce monumental works. 

Comm. Needless to comment. However, we may 
* state one thing. Bhaskara’s quoting the name of Brahma¬ 
gupta at the very outset, and that too with reverence, 
informs us that he is going to accept the Kgama of 
Brahmagupta in preference to that of others like Arya¬ 
bhata. This means that he is going to adopt the numbtr 
of revolutions of planets in a Yuga and such other astro¬ 
nomical constants a3 were adopted by Brahmagupta. This 
point will be clarified later. 

Verse 3 This blessed author Bhaskara is now writing 
the work named Siddhanta-Siromani, the crest-jewel of 
all astronomical works, for the pleasure of good minded 
astronomers, after having bowed to the lotus-feet of his 
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father, from whom he has derived hia knowledge; this 
work, containing good metres, will be easy to understand, 
besides being flawless and clear, and will enable intelligent 
readers to develop their ability to understand things. 

Comm. Not neeessary. 

Verse 4. Ancient astronomers did write, of course, 
works abounding in intelligent expression; nonethe¬ 
less, this work is started to give expression to some 
. lacunae in tbeir works. I am going to make amends for 
the deficiencies of the older works and these improvements 
will be found here and there in their respective places ; So, 
I beseech the good-minded mathematicians to go throu 4 h 
this entire work of mine also (for, otherwise, they may 
not locate my own contribution). 

Comm. Not necessary. 

' Verse 5. May the good people be pleased with the 
.particulars of my contribution 1 May the ill-minded people 
also derive pleasure out of ridiculing me with ignorance 
unable to understand my contribution l 

' T 

Comm. Not necessary. 

Verse 6, A Siddbanta work ie an astronomical trea¬ 
tise is such a one which deals with the various measures oh 
time ranging from a Trti (to be explained shortly) upto 
the duration of a Kalpa which culminates in a deluge; 
planetary theory, arithmatical computations as well as 
algebraical processes, Questions with respect to intricate 
ideas and their answers, location of the earth, the stars 
and the planets, and description and usage of instruments. 

Comm. Not necessary. 

Verse 7. Though one knows astrology and that part 
of the science of Jyotisha which is known as Samhita (and 
Which deals with various subjects like Muhurtas i e. auspi- 
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, cious moments to be prescribed for various functions, 
Desarishtas ie Calamitous occurences to the countries etc.) 
which form a part of the Science, he cannot answer so 
many intricate problems pertaining to Artronomy. Such 
a person, who does not know the astronomical part of the 
science, which abounds in innuuerable reasonings, is one 
like a king depicted in a drawing, or a lion fast tied to a 
pole. 


Comm. Not necessary. 

Verse 8. The Science of Jyautisha without Astronomy, 
is like a king’s aimy Without roaring elephants though ex¬ 
celling in horses etc; is like a garden without mango trees, 
or like a lake without water, or again like a laly parted 
with her newly married lover. 

Comm. Not necessary. 

Verse 9. The Vedic lore prescribes Sacrifices to be 
performed ; these sacrifices are based upon a knowledge 
of appropriate time to perform them. This science of 
astronomy gives a knowledge of time; hence it has beeU 
reckoned a3 one of the six Vedangas or limbs of the Veda. 

Comm. Not necessary. 

Verse 10. (Out of the six Vedangas) The science of 
grammar is like the face of the person of the Veda, the 
science of Jyautisha takes the place of the eyes, the 
Nirukta that of the ears; the Kalpa that of the hands ; the 
Siksha that of the nose and the Chandas the place of the 
leet, 0 

Comm. Not necessary. 

Verse 11. This science of Jyautisha being depicted 
as the very eyes of the Person of the Veda, so it has been 
’acclaimed as the most important of the six Angas or limbs 
of fche"Veda, in as muoh as, even if a person bo endowed 
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with limbs like the ears, nose etc, if he be devoid of vision, 
he could nob do anything. 

Comm . Not necessary. 

Verse 12. (Since this Science of Astronomy has been 
declared as the most important of the Yedangas) hence 
this has to be studied by the Dwijas (ie Brahmins Kshatri- 
yas and the Yaishyas who form the three higher castes), 
also because it is sacred, secret and the best discipline. By 
so doing they would acquire Dharma, Artha, Kama as well 
as fame (Life is depicted as having a four-fold purpose out 
of which, Dhaima, Artha and Kama foim the first trio, 
Moksha being the ultimate goal of life). 

Comm. Not neccasary. 

Verses 13 and 14. The creator having created the 
stellar circle aloDg with the planets, placed the latter at the 
beginning of the circle, put them in constant revolution, at 
the same time putting the extreme two stars (on either 
aide) in a fixed position. 

Comm. Bhaskara’s own commsntary Vasana Bhasha 
under this verse mentions the following points, which are 
to be noted. The twenty seven stars known as Aswioi, 
Bharani etc. occupy positions roughly at equal distances 
along the Zodiac, arranged from west to east. The planets 
were all placed in the beginning of the stellar circle in 
such a way that they were in a straight line the moon, 
Mercury, Venus, Sun, Mars, Jupiter aud Saturn occupying 
consecutive positions from the earth in increasing dist¬ 
ances, not of uniform measure. The circle of stars known 
as the Zodiac lies far behind all the planets. There is a 
wind known as pravaha which keeps the entire Zjd : ac, as 
well as the planets below going rouad and round in the 
Westerly direction. At the same tun*, the planets while 
participating in this westerly motion, have themselves 
individual motion towards the east. Two stars, are placed 
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one at the north-pole and the other at the south, and they 
are fixed \ The diurnal motion due to pravaha is far 
greater than the individual motion of the planets among 
the stars in a direction from west to east ie the direction 
opposite to that of diurnal motion. 

In this context, it is worth-noting that Aryabhata I 
mentioned the diurnal rotation of the earth in the verse 

Bhaskara must have been aware of this; 
yet, in spite of his rational outlook in all matters, mis¬ 
guided himself in this respect (vide verse 3 Midhyagati- 
vasana-Goladhyaya), apparently for fear of fciaiition. 

Verse 15. The first Mabayuga, the first year, the first 
day of the bright half of the first month nam^d Madhu, 2 
all of them began simultaneously at the Sun-rise 3 at Lanka 
on Sun-day, at the beginning of the first Kalpa which 
marked the beginning of creation. 

Comm. Though, in the Commentary before, Bhaskara 
gave expression to the fact that Time is eternal with no 
beginning and no end, herein he mentions the point of 
Time when creation commenced. So, at the back of his 
mind, the concept of Time arose only at the beginning of 
creation, whereas before creation, as well as after deluge 
the there was and would he neither the 

concept of Time nor space. In other words, both space 
and Time are manifest only after creation, and get extin¬ 
guished after deluge. 

Verses 16, 17 and 18. The unit of Time named Tat- 
para is 1/B0th of what is known as Nimesa or the time 
taken during the fall of an eyelid; One-hundredth of a 
'Tatpara is known as a Trti ie the time taken to pierce a 
. lotus-leaf with the finest needle. Eighteen NimtsaB are 
equal to a Kastha. Thirty Kastbas are equal to a Eal5, 

thirty Kalas are equal to one sidereal ghatx. Two 
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ghafets make a Kshana and thirty Kshanas make a sidereal 
day. Thirty sidereal days are equal to a sidereal month 
and twelve sidereal months make a sidereal year (not the 
sidereal solar year). The Zodiac, divided into twelve la^is, 
and 360 degrees, a degree divided into 60 minutes of are 
and a minute divided into 60 seconds of arc all correspond 
to the year and its successive divisions. 

Comm . In the Commentary under these verses, Bbas- 
kara gives further details of division of time as follows. 
The time taken to pronounce a guru, i.e. double the time 
of pronouncing a short vowel, is one-tenth of a Prana } 
which is the time required by a h alchy person to inhale 
and exhale once. Six Pranas mike one Vigbatl and sixty 
ghat is make one sidereal day. It may be charly noted 
here that this sidereal month consisting of thirty sidereal 
days is not the sidereal month that is the time taken by 
the Moon to go round the Zodiac, nor the sidereal year 
defined above is the time that the Sun takes to go round 
the Zodiac once in his aoparent annual motion. To distin¬ 
guish these latter divisions of time, we shall use the 
nomenclature sidereal lunar month and sidereal solar year. 
There are further other divisions of time which will be 
later elucidated. 

Verses 19, 20. The time taken by the Sun to com¬ 
plete one revolution with respect to the stars goes by the 
name 4 The sidereal solar year’. This will be a day for 
the gods and demons. The time that elapses between two 
consecutive new moons or conjunctions of the Moon with 
the Sun is called a Chandra-maaa or a lunar month or 
simply .a lunation. This again is the day of the Pitra or 
the Manes. 

The time that elapses between two consecutive Bun 
rises at a pi&cs is termed the Savaoa day or civil day. 
This is called Saura-Savana day-and it» is also the day of 
the earth. 



The* sidereal day is the time taken by the stars to go 
round the earth once. It is called Nakshatra-dina. 

Comm In Hindu mythology gods are supposed to 
reside at the north-pole, where one civil day is the same 
as one sidereal solar year for the other places; also the 
demons are supposed to reside at the south pole so that 
their civil day also is equal to a sidereal solar year. But, 
what is day to the gods is night to the demons and vice- 

versa. 

If we call the earth, the moon of the moon so to say, 
which it is so, when it is the moment of new moon for the 
earth, it is the moment of Full Moon to the Moon. Thus 
what is a Chandra-masa to the earth may very well be 
called with respect to the Moon a Bhauma-maea. In 
Hindu mythology the manes are supposed to take residence 
on the surface of the Moon. We know from modern 
astronomy that the moon revolves about her axis once 
roughly in a lunation. Thus for * the man on the moon \ 
a day is roughly equal to our lunation. So if the manes 
were to reside on the moon, their day is equal roughly 
to a lunation of ours. We say c roughly ’ because as we 
see under the chapter of the lunar eclipse, the moon 
almost shows the same face to the earth on account of 
what are called ‘ librations in longitudeOn this couat 
the time of rotation of the moon does not exactly coincide 
with the time of a lunation. 

A civil day for a place is also the civil day for every 
place of the earth so that it is called the earth’s day. By 
1 day ’ here we do not mean the time when the Sun is 
above the horizon, for that time differs from place to place 
on the earth. A civil day is the sum-total of the duration 
of day and the duration of night for any place and it will 
be seen that this is the same for the entire earth except at 
the places having perpetual day. The word Saui a Savana 
is used to signify that the time that elapses between two 
consecutive rises.of any other planet is termed the Savana 
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day pertaining to that planet. Thus the Chandra Savana 
day is roughly equal to 24 hrs-52 1 and this is the longest 
of the Savana days pertaining to the planets. The shortest 
Savai a days is that of the Saturn, since Saturn moves a 
very little along the ecliptic and his Savana day is there¬ 
fore just a little longer than the sidereal day. This nomen¬ 
clature brings in the phenomenon tlat the Savana day of a 
retrograde planet happens to be less than a sidereal day. 
But in a given time, which is sufficiently long like a yuga, 
the Savana days of a planet are equal to the number of 
sidereal revolutions in that period minus the number of 
the planetary revolutions in the same period. This will 
be constant for a given planet in such a long period, 
though individual days happen to be some shorter and 
seme longer than a sidertal day. 

The modern sidereal day is the time between two 
consecutive rises of the equinoctial points and as the equi¬ 
noctial points have a alow retrograde motion, the modern 
sidereal day is just a little shorter than the Hindu sidereal 
day, which does not take cognizance of the revolution of 
the equinoctial points round the earth in reckoning diurnal 
motion. The Hindu astronomers speak o 1 the revolution of 
the stars only around the ea r th in the context of diurnal 
motion. It will be noted that the Saura-Savana day or the 
civil day will not be of the same duration, since the Sun ha$ 
unequal motion amongst the stars fn m day to day. When 
the Sun is in perigee and has the max. daily velooity, his 
Sa\aua day at that moment is the longest and the Saura. 
Savana day when the Sun is in apogee will be the shortest. 

Though in Indian Chronology a day is divided into 
sixty ghatis for convenience, these ghatis are evidently 
longer than the Nakshatra-ghafcis or the sidereal ghatis, 
which are of a fixed dm ation. Thus a Savana ghati is a 
little longer than a Nakshatra-ghati and what is more, a 
Saura-Savana ghati is of a variable duiation from day to 
$ay, the variation being of course very small. 



The concept of a month originally arose out of the 
phenomenon of aew-moons, for, this phenomenon alone 
appeals to every lay man, when he could nob sight the 
Moon. The concept of an year arose originally out of 
what is called a tropical year, which is the time between 
two consecutive conjunctions of the Sun with an equi¬ 
noctial point and which it is that makes the seasons recur. 
Thus the primitive man must have had the concept of an 
year when he once saw the mango trees blossoming and 
again when he saw them blossom. This is why the Hindus 
celebrate the new year’s day with eating the neem flower 
with unripe mangos, which goes by the phrase Nimba- 
Kusuma bhaksbanam or eating the neem flower. In the 
Vedic times, however, the year began with the luni-Solar 
month called Marga-Slrsa, which brings in the new year 
crops. In the Vedic sacrifices, there is thus what is called 
the Agrahayagesbi, where the word Agra-hayana means 
the Marga-Sirsa month. The etymology of the word is 
that 3T5f ^T?wr cJ^ sirsrf ie the year is ahead of this 
month, which therefore is the beginning month of the year. 
This is also why the ancient lexicon named Amarakos'a 
enumerates the months from Marga-Slrsa. This is the 
month when the full moon occurs when the Moon is in the 
star Mrgasdra. We have also an inkling from this that the 
vernal equinoctial point was probably situated in the star 
.Mrgas'ira. The Veda however enumerates the stars from 
the star Krittica, and we have a statement in the S'ata- 
patba-Brahmana that “ oicfT S % fJf%3RT: SIT^ f^5Tt f? 
ie Behold! these stars which go by the name the Krit- 
ticas do not deflect from the east-point. As this group 
of Krittikas is situated on the ecliptic, the statement that 
they were rising in the east signifies that the Vernal equi¬ 
noctial point was situated in the Kritticas”. Arguing 
about the situation of the vernal equinoctial point in the 
so-called Vedic times, the late Lokamanya Bala Gangs- 
flhara Tilak concluded t6at Vedic literature must have had 
its beginning about eight thousand years ago. 


. 
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From the original concepts ol the month and the year, 
further concepts of the different kinds of month and the 
year arose with the advance of astronomical knowledge. 
We shall deal with these different kinds of the month and 
the year in their respective contexts. 

In these two verses, we have the definitions of Saura- 
mana, Daiva-maua, chandra-mana, Paitra-maaa, Savana- 
mana and Naksatra-mana, six of the nine rnanas, ie mea¬ 
sures of time. 

' Verses 21, 22, 23, 21, 25. The four yuga-padas named 
Krita, TretS, Dwapara and Kali consist of 4 X <132000, 
3 X 432000, 2 X 432000 and 432000 mean solar years 
respectively, the sum total of which consisting of 
(4+3+2+1) X 43200 = 43,20000 mean solar years, is 
calleda yuga. Each of the yuga-padas above are inclusive 
of what are called their respective Sandbyas and Sandh- 
yamsas which constitute one-twelfth of their own durations. 

A Mann’s duration consists of 71 yugas and 14 Manugf 
duration is reported to be the day-time of Brahma, whose 
night is also of an equal duration. 

The duration of a Manu, known as a Manvantara has 
a Sandbya-Kala on either side, ie before and after, equal 
to one Krita. If these are taken into account, the day¬ 
time of Brahma amounts to one thousand yugas and ii, 
goes by the name a Kalpa so that a complete day of 
Brahma equals two Kalpas. The life-duration of Brahma 
consists of one hundred years on this scale (where one 
year = 360 days). This life-duration of Brahma goes by 
the name Maha-Kalpa, as reported by elders. In as mnob 
as Time was without a beginning and will have no end 
either, I do not know how many Brahmas have gone 
before. 

Comm. In these verses we are given what is known 
as Brahma-mana, the seventh of the nine mana 3 . Inciden¬ 
tally we are also given the measures yuga-padas, 
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Manvantaras and a Kal|.a. Since in many ancients astsrp- 
nemical works, the revolutions of the planets and the 
planetary points like nodes, apogees or apbeiia are given as 
integers during the course of a yoga, the concept of a yuga 
must have arisen as follows. The durations of the sidereal 
revolutions of the planets and the apogee of the Moon and 
its node having been ascertained by observation, a period 
was tabulated in which are contained infeegial multiples of 
those durations. In other words a yuga of 4320000 mean 
solar years is construed as the period in which the planets 
the node and apogee of the Moon make an integral number 
of revolutions with respect to the stars. 

We have excluded here the apbeiia and the nodes of 
the planets, as we shall see later fclat their sidereal revolu¬ 
tions were not based on observation but by an assumption 
that those points also must be having an integral number 
of revolutions during the course of a Kalpa, having started 
at the beginning of the Hindu Zodiac ie the beginning 
point of Aswini at the beginning of the Kalpa. On this 
assumption cited, and using indeterminate analysis the 
number of their sidereal revolutions were got as reported by 
Bhaskaracbarya in his Commentary in the chapter Bhaga- 
nadbyaya, He has given us a clue that the numbers of 
sidereal revolutions of the planets including the node and 
, apogee of the Moon were originally determined by observa¬ 
tions though he appeals to Agama that those numbers were 
given by Agama, as accepted and transmitted by Brahma- 
guptacharya. Even in the Upapattbis or proofs that Bhas- 
karacharya gives regarding the numbers of sidereal revolu¬ 
tions known as Bbaga^as, we perceive that he consciously 
commits the logical flaw known as as we are 

going to show in that context. The proofs he adduces are 
indeed based upon Aryabhafcacharya’s verse 48. Gojapada 
namely 

arcing: ei 
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and on Brahmaguptaoharya’s verse 12, oh. 20 namely 
TOT $c3r.ITCT cT^< 

icTISr%3 3|fcSU 

Aryabhatacharya and his immediate followers LallS- 
oharya and Vateswaracharya make the yuga-padas of equal 
duration. Brahmaguptacharya criticises Aryabhata for 
having said so against the Canons of the Smrbis as well aa 
Romaka for having ignored the concept of yugas, manvan- 
taras and Kalpa, as this he deems as a heresy (Vide verses 
9&13 ch. I). 

Indeed there seem to be two schools among the ancient 
Hindu Astronomers one of Brahmagupta who was followed 
by Sripabi, Bhaskara and a number of others and the other 
of Aryabhata who was followed by Lalla, Vateswara, Bhas¬ 
kara I, and a host of others mostly hailing from Kerala. 

There is an Aryabhata who has been termed Aryabhata 
II and who was the author of a book named Bribad-Arya- 
bhatiyam or Maha-Siddhanta as it is also called. M. M. 
Sudhakara Dwivedi mentions in his G-anaka-Taranga<?i, 
that this Aryabhata should have existed after the author of 
Modern Surya Siddhanta. Aryabhata I, Aryabhata II, many 
of the Kerala astronomers used a different nomenclature to 
signify numbers, denoting them by letters. Thus one of- 
the distinguishing features of the Kerala school of astrono¬ 
mers (not all of them) seems to be to use letters for numbers. 

One Kaipa = 14 Manvantaras = 14 X 71 yugas + 15 
Sandhis in between the Manvantaras each equal to a Krita 
ie 4 Kalis — 994 yugas + 60 Kalis = 994 ~f* 6 yugas = 
1000 yugas = 4820000000 mean Solar years. 

Bhaskara speaks of SandhyaB and Sandhyamsas each 
of them equal to T V of the yugapadas. 

Thus one Kali = 432000 years-1200 Divygbdas (gods’ 
years each year being equal to 360 Solar years) 1000 -f- 
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100 -f 100 Divyabdas since x \ X 1200 — 100 = measure 
of the Sandhya and Sandhyamsa times. At this rate Dwa- 
jpara — 2000 + 200 4- 200 Divyabdas and so on. However, 
the measure of the Sandhyas with respect to a Manvantara 
does not follow this one-twelfth rule, because a Krita is 
not xVth of the Manvantara. Thus 1000 Divyabdas = one 
Kali excluding fcaadhya and Sandhyamsa, whereas 1000 
yugas = one Kalpa including the Saudhyas and Sandh- 
yamsas. 

When a yuga was conceived as a period wherein the 
planets make an integral number of revolutions, it goes 
without saying that they make integral numbers of revolu¬ 
tions in a Manvantara or a Kafpa, When a Kalpa was con¬ 
ceived as the period in which the slow-moving planetary 
points aphelia and nodes also make an integral number of 
revolutions, one wonders how a manvantara was conceived. 
It is further peculiar why such an odd number 71 was 
chosen, when it wa3 said that 71 yugas make a Manvantara 
One also wonders why the modern Suryanddhanta says 
that after the Kalpa began, creation started only after 47400 
Divyabdas whereas neither Brahmagupta nor Bhaskara 
speaks of this. As a matter of fact Bhaskara mentions 
later the number of years that had elapsed upto the begin¬ 
ning of the Saka era, as equal to 1972947179, but does not 
•speak when the creation of planets and stars began actually. 

Verse 26. Half the life-period of the present Brahma 
has elapsed ; some said that only eight and half years of 
his life has elapsed — Let the Agama or tradition be 
whatsoever; we don’t have any need of knowing it, be¬ 
cause the planetary positions have to be computed only 
from the beginning of this Kalpa. 

Comm. Vateswara it was that mentioned that only 
eight and half years of the present Brahma had elapsed 
^Vide verse 10 MadhySdhikara.ch. I Vateswara Siddhanta) 
• Vateswara prescribes that Ahargana or the collection of 
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days has to be calculated from the birth-time of this 
Brahma, but Bhaskara rightly points out that it is a waste 
of labour, for, all the planets must have returned to the 
Zero-point of the zodiac ie the beginning of the Star Aswini 
at the beginning of this Kalpa and hence it is sufficient to 
calculate only from the beginning of this Kalpa. Further 
Bhaskara states that when the very planets did not exist 
during the last elapsed night of Brahma, what is the fun 
of calculating their positions. 

There is also a tradition that there are nine Brahmas 
and that the present one is the very first. This tradition 
Bhaskara does not mention, because he exclaims that he 
does not know how many Brahmas have gone by, Time 
being without a beginning. 

Verse 27. In as much as the creation started only 
from the beginning of this Kalpa which is the present day¬ 
time of Brahma, and because deluge takes place at the end 
of the day-time, the question of Computing the planetary 
positions arises only when the planets exist. If some (the 
allusion is to Yateswara) propose to compute the planetary 
positions even when the very planets did not exist, may we 
salute those great people 1 

Comm . Not necessary. 

Verse 28. Six Manus have eiapsed in this Kalpa", 
thereafter twentyseven yugas, as well as three yugapadas 
namely Krita, Treta and Dwapara. Further 8179 years of 
this fourth yugapada namely Kali have elapsed by the end 
of the Saka king (which moment was the beginning of the 
Saka era). Hence in the present Kalpa ie the day-time 
of this Brahma, 19729 47179 years had elapsed upto the 
beginning of the Saka era. 

Comm. The computation is as follows: 

6 Manvantaras = 6 X 71 X 10 Kaliyugas since each 
Manvantara Consists of 71 yugas and, a yuga Consists of 



ten Kaliyugas (one yuga = Krita 4* Treta 4- Dwapara -4' 
Kali =»44"34"24"3. =:::: 10 Kaliyugas). The Sandhis 
that were there in between the Manus and in the beginning 
ol the first Manu are seven and each Sandhi being equal to 
one Krita or four Kalis, the seven Sandhis = 7 X 4 * 23 
Kaliyugas. 

Further it is stated that 27 yugas had elapsed in the 
present seventh Manvantara known as Vaivasvaba which 
are equal to 27 X 10 — 270 Kaliyugas. Farther in the 
present yoga, Krita, Treta and Dwapara had elapsed equal 
to 44-34-2=9 Kaliyugas. 

Thereafter in the present Kaliyoga 3179 years elapsed 
upfco the beginning of the Saka era. Thus totalling we 
have 4260 4* 28 -4 270 4 9 kalis -4 3179 years. 

= 4567 kalis + 3179 years. 

- 4567 X 432000 4- 3179 years. 

= 179 294 7179 year as mentioned. 

Verse 29. The six Manus that went before the present 
Vaivasvata were Swayambhuva, Swaroeisa, Auttama 
Tamasa, Raivata and Cakshusha. 

Comm . Clear —IJpto this point we have seen the 
Brahmamana, the seventh of the nine manas. 

• Verse 30. The Samhitikas declare that a Samvabsara 
is equal to the time of a mean sidereal revolution of Gum 
the Jupiter (This i3 the Barhaspatyamana). The ninth 
man a named the Manually a mana is composite of the four 
manas (as detailed in verse 31). 

Comm . The years of the Barhaspatya mana are enu¬ 
merated as Vijaya, Jaya etc which are sixty in number. 
The same names are also adopted in the candramana ie 
the luai-Solar reckoning (In vogue in the Andhra Pradesh 
and some other provinces too) only with the difference that 
prabhava is taken as the starting year in which sequence 
Vijaya happens to be the twenty-seventh year. Since thg 
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mean sidereal revolution takes roughly 11.8 years, five 
revolutions take 59 mean solar years. The sixtieth , year 
thereafter of the Jovian Cycle is considered as an Adbi- 
Samvatsara thereof so that the luni-Solar reckoning as well 
as the jo via n reckoning get wedded together. Thus to get 
the jo via n year we have simply to add 27 to the luni-solar 
year. The wedding of the two reckonings has its analogy 
in the process of intercalation which weds the solar reckon¬ 
ing with the luni-Solar only with the difference that 
months of the latter reckoning are set apart as Adhika 
or extra months. Just as the process of intercalation 
brings in its train what is called a Kshayamasa as per the 
convention that, that month would be set apart as an 
Adhikamasa, which does not carry a Samkranti ie entrance 
of the Sun into the next Rasi, in which process there 
appears a month in which there may occur two Samkrantis 
which is hence considered as a Kshayamasa, just in a 
similar way that luni-Solar year in which the Jupiter 
enters the next Rasi, is supposed to be normal whereas that 
year in which such an entrance does not take place is 
deemed an Adhika year and set apart while that year which 
carries two entrances is deemed as a Kshya year. The pro¬ 
cess of intercalation which weds together the solar and the 
luni-solar reckonings will be elucidated further in its appro¬ 
priate context. The word Samhitikas means the authors 
of the works called Samhitas like the Varaha-Brihataamhifca, 
etc. 


Verse 31. The manushya-mana or that which men 
follow, adopts the year, the Ayana the Rtu or the season 
(six in number during an year) and the yuga according to 
the movement of the Sun ie according to Sauramana the 
months and the tbithis according to the luni-solar reckon¬ 
ing ie according to Chandramana the Vratas, upavasas, 
treatment of diseases, deliveries of ladies, the names of the 
weeks all these according to the reckoning of civil days 
ie ; according to Ssvanamana and finally the ghat is 

to the 
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Comm, A lunation is divided into thirty tithis, which 
go by the names pratipat etc, of which there are fifteen in 
the brighter half of the lunation and fifteen in the dark 
fortnight. The pratipat tithi is that duration of time be¬ 
ginning from the moment of New Moon and ending when 
the Moon has over taken the Sun by 12°; the second tithi 
named dwitiya begins at the end of pratipat and lasts upto 
the point of time when the moon’s elongation is 24° and so 
on. Thus the tithis are seen to be of unequal length in as 
much as both the Sun and the Moon have unequal motion. 
The mean duration of a tithi is seen to be a little less than 
a civil day since a lunation has ronghly 29J civil days. 
There is a convention that the tithi which is current at a 
Sun-rise will be considered to be the tithi of the whole day. 
As per this convention it so happens that a tithi lasts just a 
little after Sun-rise and the next tithi vanishes during the 
same day so that the next but one will be taken for the next 
day. This vanishing tithi is known as a Kshaya tithi which 
is also called a Kshayaba. Again it so happens that a tithi 
may be current at two oonsecutive Sun-rises beginning a 
little before the Sun-rise of the first day and extending a 
little after the next Sun-rise. Such a tithi is called Dioa- 
Traya or a tithi which touches three days. In this matter 
if seems as though we have gained a tithi but ultinately as 
a tithi must be less than a civil day, it so happens that on 
% the average there will be a Kshayaba rongbly in 64 tithis. 
We shall see more about this matter subsequently. 

Verse 32. Thus there are nine manas Manava, Divya 
(or of gods), Barhaspatya (Jovian) paitra, Nakshatra, 
Saura, Chandra, Savana and Brahma. But the planetary 
positions are to be computed by men by their own maua. 

Comm. Not necessary. 

Here ends the Adhyaya known as Kala-mana in the 
Madbyadhikarft. 



MADHYXDHIKARA - SECTION IT - •* ~ 
BHAGANADHYAYA 

Verses 1 to 6, The number of sidereal revolutions of 
the Sun during a Kalpa is 43200C0C00. It is also the 
number of those of Mercury and Venus, and those of the 
S'igbrocctas of the planets Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. 

The Moon makes 57753300000 sidereal revolutions 
in a Kalpa, the Mars 2296828522, the Mercury’s s'ighroccha 
17936998984, the Jupiter 334226155, the s'ighroccha of 
Venus 7022339492 and the Saturn 146567298. The sidereal 
revolutions of the apogees of the Sun and the Moon and 
those of the aphelia of Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus and 
Saturn in a Kalpa are respectively 430, 488105858, 292, 
352, 855, 653. 41. 

The retrograde sidereal revolutions of the nodes of the 
orbits of Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus and Saturn 
are respectively 232311168, 267, 521, 63, 893, 584. 

Comm. Since Mercury and Venus will be oscillating 
about the Sun in their apparent motion as seen from the 
earth in a long period of time,, the number of sidereal re 7 
volutions made by the Sun is also equal to that made by 
Mercury and Venus. Since, as we see in the Course of the 
Spastadhikara the Sun plays the part of Tshat is called the 
S'ighroccha of the three major planets named Mars, Jupiter 
and Saturn, fcbq number of the Sun’s sidereal revolutions 
is also the same as that of their s'ighroochas. 

The reason why the sidereal revolutions of what are 
called the sdghrocchas of Mercury and Venus are the same 
as the heliocentric sidereal revolutions of. Mercury 
Venus will be clarified in the spastadhikara. The reason 

why the sidereal revolutions of the major planets 



the same as their heliocentric ones will also be clarified in 
the same adhikara. 

The reason why we have termed the Mandocebas as 
apogees in the case ol the Sua and the Moon aid as aphelia 
with respect to the other planets is that the Sun moves 
round the earth relatively while the Mron directly moves 
round the earth whereas the remainning planets move 
round the Sun while the Sun moves relatively round the 
earth. In other words the Sun and Moon have apogees 
whereas the remaining planets aphelia. 

The nodes of the planets are the points of intersection 
of th§ir orbits with the ecliptic which is the apparent orbit 
of the Sun. In other words the planetary orbits are 
inclined to the ecliptic which m^ans that their orbital 
planes do not coincide with the ecliptic plane. 

In Hindu Astronomy the Sun, the Moon and also the 
two nodes of the lunar orbit which go by the nauns Eahu 
and Ketu are also termed as graha* along with the other 
five which are known as Tara-grahas or planets resembling 
stars, Th9 etymology of the word ‘ planet 5 is that it 
moves amongst stars ; in this respect the nine Hindu grahas 
also moving among the stars are eligible to have the same 
appellation though it is not permitted in modern astronomy. 
But the word graha has a different connotation etymologi¬ 
cally namely ajffcfttar m s&Srfar err : ie that which 
seizes the fates of men is known as a graha. In the course 
of this work we use the word graha and plaaet synony¬ 
mously so that we deem the Sun, the Moon and the nodes 
.of the lunar orbit also as planets. 

-When the ancient Hindu astronomers knew by obser¬ 
vation that the nodes of the lunar orbit have a retrograde 
.motion,;and could also measure their mean motion, they 
•extended :the, ana logy to the nodes ofthe other planets also, 
whose motion could not be measured during anybody's life- 
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time-Hence the estimate of their mean motion by the 
Hindu Astronomers naturally went wrong, 

Noticing that the Mandoccha of the Moon has a 
progressive motion which the Hindu astronomers could 
measure correctly, they extended the analogy to the apogee 
of the Sun and the aphelia of the other planets whose 
motion also being very slow could not be measured during 
the life-time of a man. So here also the estimate of their 
mean motions of the Sun’s apogee and the planetary aphelia 
went wrong. 

Bhaskaracbarya has given proofs as to how the sidereal 
revolutions could be got but as we shall see later in the 
Spastadhikara, his proof occasionally Buffers from what is 
called f ’ ie 4 begging the question \ We shall 

however construct our own proofs at that place deferring 
them for the present, for, the proofs require an elucidation 
which obtains in the Spastadhikara alone. 

Verse 7. The number of diurnal revolutions of the 
stars in a Kaipa is 1582236450000. 

Comm. In fact this number is that of the diurnal 
rotations of the earth which is equal to the number of 
apparent diurnal rotations of the stars, if the earth if 
deemed as fixed. The only Hindu Astronomer who made 
bold to say that the earth is rotating and not the stars 
came under criticism by Brahmagupta and the latter Hindu 
astronomers. Aryabhata said : sfNsj: qr^src^gr 

xkzrtnix sFrgrfr wfa ie 

Even as a man stationed on a moving boat perceives that 
the trees etc on the banks of the canal, river or lake to be 
moving in the opposite direction supposing himself statio¬ 
nary, so also men stationed on the surface of the earth 
(which is like a moving boat) perceive the aetually static-. 
t uary star3 to be moving directly from east to west at 
Lanka ie the equator *\ 



Why none of the latter Hindu astronomers, though 
many of them could intuit this simple phenomenon, boldly 
* came out asserting this, is rather mysterious. Even today 
there is such an irrational orthodox type of scholars who 
are not in touch with modern astronomy, holding the view 
that the earth does not move. 

In Hindu Astronomy it was postulated that there is 
what is called the pravaha wind, which effects moving of 
the entire stellar universe along with the planets from 
east to West. It is a very simple matter to visualize 
earths’ rotation, instead of supposing that the entire stellar 
Universe is being driven round the earth. The absurdity 
in this latter supposition might not have been clear to the 
orthodox type of the Hindu Astronomers, for, they could 
not measure the dimensions of the giant stars and super¬ 
giants, which are everyone of them mighty Sun 3 . Though, 
however, the dimensions of the Sun were known to them 
to be far greater than those of the earth, it did not occur to 
them why a mighty Sun should go round a pigmy earth. 
Or even if it occured to astronomers like Bhaskara, they 
dared not to go against the puranic tradition. 

Since the stars do not move among themselves while 
partaking this diurnal motion, the entire starry skies are 
•obliged to go round the earth as a rigid structure, if we 
suppose that the earth is not rotating about, herself. This 
kind of supposition is just like a revolving person, revol¬ 
ving about himself and claiming that the entire Universe is 
revolving round him and not he about himself. 

Bhaskara gives the proof of getting this number of 
diurnal rotations of the stars during an year in the verses 
5-7 of Madhyagati Vasana, ei? etc. as follows. 

Suppose a star and the Sun rise together today. Tomorrow 
. the star will have arisen earlier than the Sun who will 
have moved towards the east of the star by his ow|t 
(apparent) daily motion. So tomorrow’s sun-rise will get 



belated by the duration of time that the arc of the ecliptic 
covered by the Sun’s today’s motion takes to rise. This 
duration of time is variable on two counts; first by the , 
variable motion of the Sun and second by the obliquity of 
the ecliptic on account of which even equal arcs of the 
ecliptic will not rise in equal times. In other words the 
duration of time between two consecutive Sun-rises will 
not be the same. This duration of a particular day can 
roughly be calculated by the rule of three as follows. Let 
the Sun be in a particular Rasi, the rising time T of which 
could be computed; let the Sun cover an arc of x° in that 
Rasi on that day. Then the time taken by that arc to rise 
xT 

is -jjj}, Where a Rasi consists of 30°. This time computed 

in Sidereal measure added to 60 Sideral ghatis is equal to 
the length of the day. During the course of an year ie the 
time taken hy the Sun to move round the ecliptic starting 
from the Zero-point of the zodiac and again returning to 
the same point, the Sun will have made one revolution less 
than the stars. Thus if * R ’ the number of diurnal revolu¬ 
tions of the Sun (where R will be not an integer) during an 
year or what is the same the number of Slvana or civil 
days during an year, they are equal to R 4* 1 sideral days. 
Hence the number of sideral days in a kalpa will be equal 
to the number of civil days in a kalpa together with the 
'number 4320000.000 which is the number of revolutions 
'made by the Sun relative to the stars. 

- 1 In this context we are to know the number of civil 
days in a kalpa. The proof given by Bhaskara in Ganita- 
dhyaya under verses 1-6 in Bhaganopapatthi is as follows. 
Draw a circle on a horizontal plane and place a vertical 
pole called gnomon at the centre of the circle. Observe the 
point of intersection of the gnomon’s shadow with the 
circumference of the circle at Sun-rise on a day in the 
Uttarayana ie during the course of the Sun’s north-word 
journey, just at the time when his rising point is very near 
east point and also to the south thereof. Then from 



that “day go on counting the number of days, which will 
be 365 when the Sun again rises very nearly at the same 
point and just to the south of the east point. It will be 
found that the Sun will rise the next day just a little to 
the north of the east point, which means that the Sun has 
taken 365 days and a fractional part of a day to complete 
his revolution round the stars. Having noted the two 
points of intersection of the gnomonic shadow with the 
circle, on those two consecutive days when the Sun 
happens to rise just a little to the south and then on the 
nest day just a little north of the east point, and having 
measured the arcs in minutes between those points of 
intersection and the western point of the horizontal circle 
(western because the gnomonic shadow of the rising Sun 
is cast towards west) then the following rule of three is 
to be applied. If during 60 ghatis of the day, the sum of 
the arcs in minutes is covered, what will be the time 
taken by the shadow to traverse the arc between the west 
point and the northern point of intersection. This added 
to 365, gives the number of civil days in an year. Here 
it will be noted that this year is tropical because rising in 
the east signifies the Sun’s position at an equinox. 

Verse 8. The number of solar days in a kalpa is 
equal to 1555200000000 and of the lunar days or tithis is 
JL 602999000000, 

Comm . The solar days here cited are counted at the 
rate of 360 per year ; and the lunar days at the rate of 30 
per lunation. Tithi is defined as mentioned by us under 
verse 31 of the previous section. Since there are thirty 
tithis in a lunation, their enumeration is quite alright; 
but there seems to be a little oddity in saying that there 
are 360 solar days in an year. This kind of a solar day 
is a little longer than a civil day and does not correspond 
to any particular motion of the Sun* say for example the 
time taken by the Sun to move a degree along the ecliptic* 

definition of splar days, pertains only .to'a stipulation 



860 solar days constitute a solar year and no 
feion is given for a single solar day. This definition of. 
solar days, though apparently artificial, has some signi*. 
ficance, namely that the difference of the solar and lunar 
days defined above constitutes 15933000000 Adhikamasas 
in a kal[a at the rate of 30 tifchis per month. In other 
words the difference between the solar and lunar days, is 
the number of tithis that the luni*solar reckoning gains 
over the solar. This topic will be dealt with later. 

Verse 9. The number of civil days in a kalpa is 
equal to 1577916450000; the number of the diurnal revolu¬ 
tions of the stars minus the number of sidereal revolutions 
of any particular planet constitute the days of that parti¬ 
cular planet with respect to the earth. 

Comm. . The civil days in a kalpa are evidently the 
number of Sun-rises. These are as mentioned before the 
difference of the number of diurnal revolutions of the stars 
and the number of the sidereal revolutions of the Sun. 
By analogy, the number of the days of a particular planet 
with respect to the earth or what is the same the number 
of risings of that planet in a kalpa as seen from the earth, 
is the difference of the number of the diurnal revolutions 
of the stars and the number of the sidereal revolutions of 
that planet in a kalpa. Thus we have Saura-Ku-dinSni, 
Chandra-Ku-dinani, Bhauma-Ku-dinani etc, where the 
word ‘ Ku ’ means the earth. The Saura-Ku-dinani are 
the civil days defined before. It will be noted that the 
Chandra-Ku-dinani are not the lunar days. 

Verse 10. The number of Adhikamasas or intercalary 
months in a kalpa is equal to 1593300000 and the number 
of Dina-Kshayas is 25082550000. 

Comm. A luni-solar year as per Csndramlna ie the 
luni-solar reckoning consists of twelve lunations; as suqb 
its length falls short of that of the solar year by 11 day# 
8 Kharis,. 52 Vighatis and 30 Sakshmaghatis.. If both the 
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solar and lani-solar years begin simultaneously this year, 
by the end of the luni-solar year, it will have gained over 
the solar year the above-mentioned days. This difference 
which goes by the name Adhimasa-Sesha or Saddhi 
accrues to the length of a lunation in about 32J solar 
months. Unless this accruing difference is set apart by some 
device, and the beginnings of the two years again brought 
together, the luni-Solar year looses its significance of an 
year, for, it does not accord with seasons. It being a con¬ 
vention that an year should begin with the spring, if the 
luni-Solar year also is to begin with the spring, it is to be 
wedded to the solar year by some device. The device 
adopted in this behalf was to leave out a month in the luni- 
Solar reckoning as soon as it could be seen that a month 
has been gained by this reckoning over the solar. This 
knowledge is had from the following fact. The zodiac is 
divided into twelve equal portions called Rasi’s beginning 
from the first point of the Hindu Zodiac, ie. from the first 
point of the asterism division called Aswini. The Sun 
traverses each of these Rasis in one Solar month, and on 
account of the unequal motion of ‘the Sun, these solar 
months are of unequal length. The entrance of the Sun 
from one Rasi into another is called a Samkranti, and the 
moments of Samkrantis are held to be holy for religious pur¬ 
poses. The solar month being a little longer than a luna- 
, tion, normally a Samkranti occurs in a lunation. But it 
so happens that in a particular lunar month this Samkranti 
might not occur. The Suddhi which is the time between 
the moment of New Moon and the subsequent Samkranti 
and which is therefore the time gained by the luni-SoIar 
reckoning over the Solar, having accrued to a lunation, it 
is an indication that the lnni-Solar reckoning has gained a 
lunation over the Solar. That lunation not carrying a 
Samkranti is termed an Adhikamasa and is left out. That 
it is left out is connoted by the word Adhika which means 
extra, as well as by the convention that no auspicious 
celebrations like a marriage etc. should not take 
4 
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during that month. The next lunar month is termed as 
the Nija-masa or the month which is the true. In this 
convention however, there may occur two Samkrantis in 
one particular lunar month. For this to happen two cri¬ 
teria are to be satisfied namely that, that particular lunar 
month must be greater than the concurrent solar month 
and secondly one of the two Samkrantis must occur imme¬ 
diately after a New-moon so as to permit the second Samk- 
ranti to occur just before the lapse of the lunar month. 
The Sun coming to his perigee roughly about the lunar 
month Margasira, and as such having the quickest motion 
at that point, he covers the length of the Rasi of 30° within 
the shortest span of time making that Solar month shorter 
than the corresponding lunar month. Since the months 
Kartica and pauBha, one before and the other after Marga¬ 
sira, also being thus longer than the corresponding solar 
months, two Sankrantis could occur, if at all, in these three 
lunar months. If they occur, that lunar month is termed 
a Kshayamasa. Since two lunar months are to correspond 
to two Samkrantis, convention has it that two lunar months 
lapse .simultaneously during that lunation, the previous 
lunation running during the forenoon and the subsequent 
lunation during the afternoon. Thus a Kshaya masa is also 
called a yugalibhuta masa or a twin masa, which therefore 
makes one lunation virtually vanish. On account of this 
vanishing’, it is called a KshayamSsa. After what an inter' 
val of time this Kshaya masa occurs how a month precedes 
it having no Samkranti and how again a lunation follows 
it without a Samkranti will be seen in a subsequent 
context. This convention pertaining to the institution 
of an Adbikamasa goes by the. name * Intercalation 

It was mentioned before that on an average an 
Adbikamasa occurs once in 32J solar months roughly-Also, 
Adhikamasas are the excess of lunations over the solar 
months in a given period. There being 51840000000 solar 
months in a Kalpa and 53433300000 lunations the number 
of Adhikamasas is therefore 1593300000 as mentioned, 
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Kshayahas were explained before and their number in 
a Kalpa is the difference of the civil days and the tithis. 

Verses 11, 12. The numbr of solar months in a Kalpa 
is 51840000000; the number of lunar months is 
53433300000. The number of solar months heing subtracted 
from the number of lunations, we have the number of 
AdhikamSsas—The number of solar days together with the 
days of Adhika months are equal to the lunar days or the 
tithis; or again the lunar days minus the Kshayahas are 
equal to the number of civil days or the reverse will be 
had by a reverse process. 

Gomm, Already explained. 

Verse 13. The excess of the sidereal revolutions of the 
moon over the number of the Sun’s sidereal revolutions is 
equal to the number of chandramasas or lunations. 

Or again the excess of the sum of the sidereal revolu¬ 
tions of the moon and the tithis over the sum of the luna¬ 
tions and the diurnal revolutions of the stars is equal to the 
number of Kshayahas. 

Gomm. The first part is clear, Regarding the second, 
let the number of lunations be x and the number of the 
jsidereal revolutions of the moon be y. Then y —x=z, the 
number of the sidereal revolutions of the Sun because 
y — z = x from the first part above. If now, the number 
of the diurnal revolutions of the stars be t, then t —z — t — 
(y — x) — t + x— y = civil days. Subtracting these civil 
days from ‘ U * the number of Tithis, we have the number 
of Kshayahas namely U — (t + x — y) = (U + y) — 
(t + x) which accords with the statement. 

Verse 14. The number of Adhikamasas is equal to the 
excess of the number of sidereal revolutions of the Moon 
over thirteen times the number of sidereal revolutions of 

the Sun. * 
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Comm. Let s and y be the numbers of sidereal revolu* 
tions of the Moon and the Sun respectively* The x—y is 
evidently the number of lunations as mentioned before. 
Also 12 y is the number of solar months which if subtracted 
from the number of lunations will give the number of 
Adhimasas ie x — y — 12y=x —13 y — Adhikamasas as 
mentioned. 

This completes the Bhaganadhyaya of Madbyadhi- 
kara. 



GRAHANAYANADHYAYA 


Verse 1. To Compute the Ahargana the collection of 
days from the beginning of Kalpa ie from the beginning 
of creation. Multiply the number of sidereal solar years 
from the beginning of Kalpa by 12; add the number of 
elapsed lunar months; multiply by thirty ; add the number 


of elapsed tithis. Let this number be x, Then 


x X A‘ 


the integral number obtained by dividing the product of x 
and A the number of Adhikamasas in a Kalpa by s the 
number of solar days thereof gives the number of elapsed 
Adhikamasas. Multiply this number of Adhikamasas by 
30 and add to x. The result gives the number of elapsed 

tithis, Let this be y. Then ^ X ^ 


T 


the integral num¬ 


ber obtained by dividing the product of y and K the num¬ 
ber of Kshayahas in a Kalpa by T the number of Tithis in 
a Kalpa, gives the number of Kshayahas. Subtracting this 
number from y, we have the Ahargana ie the number of the 
elapsed civil days from the beginning of Kalpa. This 
Ahargana has its beginning on Sunday and is itself consti¬ 
tuted of mean solar days. While computing the Adhika¬ 
masas or Kshayahas, the integral numbers of the quosients 
alone should be taken rejecting the remainders. 


Comm. The elapsed number of solar years is directed 
to be multiplied by 12 in the beginning. This number 
does not constitute purely solar years. Solarity was 
secured upto the point of the last intercalation of an Adhi- 
kamasa and thereafter one or two luni -solar years would 
have been added. But Construing these one or two luni- 
solar years as mean solar years does not make a difference 
while computing the Adhikamasas, for the following reason. 
Adhikamasas normally occur onoa in three years. Even 
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'supposing that the number of the elapsed years contain 
three luni-solar years after the year carrying the last inter¬ 
calary month, the error in construing them to be solar will 
be roughly minus one solar month. In other words the 
difference between three mean solar years and three luni- 
solar years will be roughly one solar month. Since one 
Adhikamasa occurs roughly in 32J solar months, so the 
number of Adhikamasas obtained by construing three luni- 
solar years as mean Solar years will be in default by roughly 


1 2 

or As we are counting only the integral number 

of Adhikamasas obtained as a quotient rejecting the 

2 

remainder, the above default of--^ should not normally 


effect the quotient. Most rarely, however, it might effeot 
the quotient by one, for which provision is made by Bhas- 
kara in verse 3 under Adhimasadinirnaya section, Madhya- 
madhikara namely ete. which 

means that if the quotient is in default by one, where it 
is definitely known that one more Adhikamasa did occur, 
we are directed to add one and if we certainly know that 
the quotient contains one more Adhikamasa, when the 
Adhikamasa is shortly to occur and has not oecrued we 
are directed to substract one from the quotient. This 
principle of is to be observed even in the 

context of Kshayahas ie we are directed to add one or 
subtract one from the number of civil days by adjusting 
the Ahargana to the week-day on which the Ahargana is 
sought to be found. 


Thus construing the elapsed number of years to be 
solar, multiplying them by twelve we have the elapsed 
solar months. Adding to this the number of the elapsed 
luni-Solar months construing these to be solar, which fact 
also does not affect normally the number of Adhikamasas to 
be obtained (for the same reason above) and multiplying by 
30 and adding the elapsed titkis we have the elapsed num¬ 
ber of solar days (This number may not be exactly the 
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elapsed number of solar days, for, we have construed the 
one, two or three luni-Soiar years as mean solar as well as 
the elapsed lunations of the present year as solar months ; 

’ but this difference does not affect the computation of Adhika- 
mas as as mentioned above). Then, as we are given that 
15933,00000 Adhikamasas occur in 1555200000000 solar 
days of the Kalpa, if x be the number of solar days found 

give the number of the 

Adhikamasas. Adding these Adhikamasas multiplied by 30, 
to x the solar days obtained above, we have the Tithis elap¬ 
sed upto the day in question. If now, we subtract the 
Kshayahas from these Tithis, we shall have the number of 
Savanahas or the Ahargana required. Since in 1602999000000 
Tithis of the Kalpa there will be 25082550000 Kshayahas, if 

y be the Tithis above obtained, 260 2 999000000 W1 be 

the Kshayahas from the beginning of the Kalpa upto the 
day in question; subtracting these from y, we have the 
required Ahargana. 

Verse 4. Computation of the planetary positions. 

The Ahargana multiplied by the number of sidereal 
revolutions of a planet and divided by the number of civil 
£ays in a Kalpa gives the planet ie its number of revolu¬ 
tions upto the day concerned both integral and fractional. 

Comm. Applying £ Rule of three if in C the 
number of civil days in the Kalpa, the planet makes P 
sidereal revolutions how many revolutions would have been 

A X P 

made in A the Ahargana ? The answer is ——. In this, 

the integral quotient gives the number of complete revolu¬ 
tions made; the remainder, multiplied by 12 and divided by 
O again, gives the number of Rasis covered by the planet 
from the Zero-point of the Zodiac, and again the remainder 
by 30 and divided by C gives the number of deg- 
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rees covered in the next Rasi; proceeding thus, the planetary 
position could be had next in minutes and then in seconds 
of arc also. This position is the mean position of the _ 
planet, at the time when the mean Sun is very nearly at 
the Eastern horizon at Lanka. Why it is said “ very 
nearly at the horizon ” will be clear in the context of uda- 
yantara Samskara to be dealt with later in Spastadhikara. 
To obtain the planetary position at the moment when the 
mean Sun is exactly on the horizon, we have to apply what 
is called the Udayantara correction and again to obtain the 
position at the moment of True Sun-rise we have to apply 
what is called the Bhujantara correction, both of which will 
be dealt with in Spastadhikara. Having thus got the 
mean planetary position at True Sun-rise, we have to apply 
one or two as the case may be, corrections to obtain the 
True planetary position, besides effecting two more correc¬ 
tions known as Desanbara and chara to obtain the True 
planetary position at the time of True Sun-rise not at 
Lanka but at the place concerned. 

Verse 5. To obtain the position of the mean Moon, 
when the mean Sun is known from what is called Avama- 
Sesa, 

« 

The Avama Sesa divided by 131490000000 in degrees 
is to be added to twelve times the elapsed bithis and the 
result added to the Sun’s position gives the position of the 
Moon. Conversely the position of the Sun can be had from 
the position of the Moon. 

Comm. The moon’s longitude minus the Sun’s longi¬ 
tude known as elongation is called VyarkSndu, which 
divided by twelve gives the number of elapsed fiithis; a 
lunation which is the time in which the Moon overbakes 
the Sun by 360°, contains thirty tithis and a titbi is defined 
as the time, in which the Moon overtakes the Sun by 12°, 
beginning from the moment of conjunction ie AmavSsyS. 
Hence if the Sun’s longitude be x°, aud y be the number of 
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elapsed tithis, integral or fractional (x 4- 12y)° will be the 
longitude of the Moon. If, however, we consider y only as 
the integral number of the elapsed tifchis, we will have 
obtained the Moon’s position from the formula (x 4* 12 y}° 
at the ending moment of the tithi on the previous day. 
The time in between this ending moment of the tithi and 
the Sun-rise of the day concerned is known as Avarua- 
Sesha, since the Avama-days or Kshayahas are the differ¬ 
ence of days between the number of tithis in a given 
period and the number of civil days during the same 
period. In other words, the excess of a civil day over 
a tithi which falls short of it, is the part of a civil day 
that contributes towards the number of Kshayahas in a 
given period. Thus we have to compute the increase in 
the Moon’s longitude during the aforesaid Avama-Sesha 
to obtain his longitude at the Sun-rise of the day concern¬ 
ed. But this Avama-Sesha is of the form F | ~ t 

where ’ t ’ is the number of elapsed tithis upto the Sun-rise 
of the day concerned K the number of Kshayahas in a Kalpa, 

T is the number of tithis in a Kalpa and F ^ j. 

signifies the fractional part called Avama-Sesha, the integral 
quotient having given the number of elapsed Kshayahas. 

Hence writing F as 5 where R is the remainder 


obtained by dividing (t X K) by T, the Avama-Sesha is of 

T> 

the form This Avama-Sesha being mean solar, it has 


to be rendered luni-Solar, which process is known as 
The rule of three used in this behalf is 
{ If for 0 civil days we have T tithis of the Kalpa, what 


K" 

shall we have for ? The answer is 


5 T B 
T A 0 ” 0* 


This 


then is the balance fractional part of a tithi that is there in 
between the end of the elapsed tithi and the Sun-rise of the 
day concerned. This part of a tithi is to be multiplied by 
5 
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12 to give in degrees the increase of Moon’s longitude from 
the ending moment of the tit hi on the previous day. Thus 

this increase is X 12 ; but 0 = 1577916450000 
R 

c 12 ^ 1577916450000 = 131490000000 

12 

approximately. 

Thus this increase is to be aided to (x 4- 12 y)° where 
x° is the longitude of the Sun and y the integral part of 
the elapsed tithis so that the Moon’s longitude is 

12 131490000000' 


Verses 6 , 7. Computation of the positions of the Sun 
and the Moon from the Adhimasa-Sesha and Avama-Sesha. 
The Avama-Sesha divided by 27110000000 is termed an 
additive constant in minutes of arc to the Sun’s position ,* 
the same Avama-Sesha multiplied by 13 and divided by 35 
is termed such an additive constant to the position of the 
Moon; Construe that the Sun’s position is given by as 
many degrees as there are elapsed tithis after the beginning 
of Chaitra and that the Moon’s position is given by Thir¬ 
teen times the same. Let these positions of the Sun and 
the Moon be diminished by a number of degrees equal to, 
what is obtained by dividing the Adhimasa-Sesha by the 
number of lunations in a Kalpa. Then add the respective 
additive constants to the positions of the Sun and the Moon 
so obtained. The results will be the positions of the Mean 
Sun and the Mean Moon. 

Comm . Here the data are the AdbimSsa-Sesha and 
the Avama-Sesha and nothing else and the problem set is 
to find the Mean positions of the Sun and Moon. The 

y/ gQ 

Adhimasa-Sesha is of the form —5 - where R' is the 

remainder obtained while finding the elapsed AdhimSsas 
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by dividing the product of the number of lunations in 
a Kalpa and (12 x 4* y) 30 + t where x i 3 the number 
of elapsed years, y the number of elapsed lunations t 
the number of elapsed tithis in the current lunar month 
at the time when the Ahargana is being computed and 
S the number of Solar days in a Kalpa, The form 

R 

of the Avama-Sesha was formerly stated as rp. The 

procedure given is as follows. In the first place, we are 
asked to assume that the number of elapsed solar days is 
equal to the number of elapsed tithis from the beginning of 
Chaitra ie the beginning of the luni-Solar year, since we do 
not know' when the Solar year began ; so, at the rate of 1° 
per a Solar day (A Solar day is not a mean solar day, 
Vide definition given before under verse 8 . Bhaganadh- 
yaya) the Sun’s position is given by as many degrees as 
there are elapsed tithis ; and the Moon’s position must be 
13 times the same since each tithi means an increase of 
12 ° in the elougation and if x° be the Sun’s position, the 
Moon’s position must be 12 x° ahead of the Sun ie 13 x°. 
Having got thus approximate positions of the Sun and the 
Moon, we have to make amends for the roughness of the 
assumption made. In assuming that the longitude of the 
Sun is equal to the number of elapsed tithis, we have over¬ 
estimated the longitude since it has to begin from the 
Jbeginning of the solar year. The time in between the 
beginnings of the luni-Solar year and the solar year is 
known as the AdhimSsa-Sesha at the time of the beginning 
of the solar year, measured in tithis; also, we have com¬ 
mitted an error in assuming the Sun’s rate to be 1 ° per tithi. 
This also is due to Adhimasa-Sesha subsequent to the 
beginning of the Solar year upto the day concerned- Thus 
the entire error committed by assuming the Sun’s longitude 
to be as many degrees as there are elapsed tithis from the 
beginning of the luni-Solar year, is no other than the Adhi- 
. masa-Sesha at the day concerned, But this Adhimasa- 

R' X 30 

Sesha is of the form —g-as mentioned and is in tithis. 
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This has to be converted into solar days to give us the 
number of degrees of the error. The conversion is effected 
by the rule of three as <s If T tithis of a Kalpa constitute S 
solar days of the Kalpa, what number of solar days corres¬ 


ponds 


to 


R' X 30 
S ' 


The answer is 


R' X 30 
S 



R ; X 30 _ JET_ R' 
T ~ T/30 L 

lunations in a Kalpa. This 


where L is the number of 
R' 

■jj being the number of solar 


days corresponding to the Adhimasa-Sesha upto the day 
concerned, the corresponding longitude of the Sun namely 
R /0 

-jr- must be subtracted from the Sun’s longitude. Now the 

73//O 

question arises whether we have to multiply this by 13 

1J 

to be subtracted from the longitude of the Moon; not 

R /0 

necessary, enough to subtract only, for, the Adhimasa- 


sesha extends from the preceeding Amavasya only when 
the Moon’s longitude was equal to the Sun’s longitude. 
We have thus got the mean positions of the Sun and the 
Moon at the ending moment of the tithi on the previous 
day. To get their mean positions at the Sun-rise of the 
concerned day, we have to make amends for the time in 
between, which is no other than Avama-Sesha as a fraction 
of a mean solar day. Here Bhaskara makes an ingenious 
approximation. The maximum Avama-Sesha could be a 
tithi only and the Sun moves roughly'by his daily mean 
motion during a tithi. So, the rule of three adopted is 
‘ If for one tithi, the San’s daily motion is to be reckoned 
what for the Avama-Sesha ? The answer is Avama-Sesha 
multiplied by the Sun’s daily motion. The Avama-Sesha 

R R R R' 

being of the form ^ ’ rp X m' = ^ x 59 



si 


R' R' 

T = 1602999000000X15 
59 x f 887 

approximately. 


R' 

27110000000 


very 


This must be added to the position of the San to get 
his position at the Sun-rise concerned. In the case of the 
Moon the above additive constant of the San, is to be 
multiplied by 13Jf because the Moon’s daily motion is so 
many times that of the Sun. Hence the additive constant 
in the case of the Moon is x X 13|f = 13 x (1 + / s ) 
where x is the additive constant in the case of the Sun. 
This agrees with what Bhaskara has stated. 


Verses 8, 9. Another way of computing the planetary 
positions. 


The mean position of the Sun in Basis minus 
A X G- 

131493037500 ^ as * s w ^ ere A stands for the Ahargana, G 

stands for the Savana days of the planet concerned in a 
Kalpa gives the position of the planet in Basis. Let 
pandits find out other similar methods. 


Comm. The Savana days of a planet is the excess of 
the diurnal rotations of the stars over the sidereal-revolu- 
. tions of the planet ie D — P = G where G stands for the 

A v P 

Savana days of the planet. Hence P = D — G ——— 


where A is the Ahargana, and M the number of mean solar 


days in a Kalpa = 


AD 

M 


A G 
M ‘ 


But 


A X P 
M 


= I + F 


where I is the integral number of the revolutions of the 
planet and F the fractional part of a revolution which is 
the planetary position required. Thus from the equation 


A X P A X D 

TT ” ~ M 


A X G 
“ M 


I + F. 


Omitting the 


integral part in 


A X D 
M 


and signifying the remainder as 


f 1 . 
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we have f' — 
than I. But 


A X G 
M 

A X D 
M 


— I'+F where V is some integer other 
which gives us the number of 


diurnal rotations of the stars upto the day concerned is 
equal to the Ahargana plus the number of revolutions of 
the Sun upto the day concerned, because Ahargana + 
Kevolutions of the Sun = diurnal rotations of the stars 
upto the day concerned. Omitting the integral Ahargana 
and the integral number of revolutions of the Sun we have 

A x D 

that the fractional part of - ie f' is no other than 

the Sun’s position. Hence. 


A X P 
M " 
A X G 

1577916450000 


I + F = f - 
revolutions — 


A X G , 
M and 

12 B _ 

1577916450000 


Basis 


131493087500 Thus the planetary position is 

A X G 

equal to the Sun’s position minus - where the 

integral parts on either side could be ignored. 


Here there is a peculiarity in this method. The planet 

A v p 

could right away be obtained from the formula —~~— 

where A is the Ahargana, P the number of sidereal revolu¬ 
tions of the planet and M the number of mean Solar days 
in a Kaipa. Though the given method is more oumbrous 
than finding through the above formula, Bhaskara delibe¬ 
rately gives it to show the equivalence of various proce¬ 
dures at the same time giving us a beautiful technique as 
mentioned in his commentary. Thus in the above equation 
A X P __ A X D A x G 
M M M dra k ^ erm on the right 

hand side could be termed the Bha-bhrama-graha and the 
A X G 

second term ^ the graha-Savana-Dina-graha. We 
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have seen above that the first term is no other than the 
Mean Sun ignoring the integral number. 

Verses 10, 11. Proof of other methods of computing 
planetary position. Even as the sums or differences of 
two or more of the numbers of Adhimasas, Kshayahas, 
lunations etc give the number of sidereal revolutions of the 
planets the sums or differences of two or more of the posi¬ 
tions of the imaginary planets which go by the names 
Adhimasa-graha, Kshayahagraha etc computed out of the 
numbers of those Adhimasas Kshayahas etc. give the 
respective planetary positions. 


Comm, This interesting concept is based upon the 
following principle. Suppose P to be the number of side¬ 


real revolutions of a planet; then 


A X P 
M 


gives the planetary 


position, where A is the Ahargana, and M the number of 
mean solar days in a Kalpa. Now suppose P — x == y = z 
where x, y, z are the numbers of Adhimasas etc in a Kalpa, 
then 


AXP_AXx^AXy ^ A X z 
_ __ - M 

The terms on the right-hand-side may be construed to 
be the Adhimasa-graha etc, which are the positions of 
imaginary planets and their sums or differences give there¬ 
fore the position of the planet, as could be seen from the 
above equation. Thus for example, we have the equation 
p i __ j3p a = a where P* is the number of the sidereal 
revolutions of the Moon and P 3 the number of the sidereal 
revolutions of the Sun, a stands for the Adhimasas because 
ChSndramasas — Sauramasas — Adhimasas; but Chandra- 
mSsas = P 1 — P 2 and SauramSsas = 12 P 2 so that 
p x _ p a _ 12P 3 == a ie P x - 18P 3 = a. Prom this equation 

. AXP, = a X A + 13P 3 X A 
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The first term on the right hand side is termed as the 
Adhimasa-graha, and the second term is evidently 13 times 
the position of the Sun whereas the term on the left-hand- 
side is the Moon’s position. Hence, ignoring the integral 
number of revolutions, we have Moon’s position = Adhi- 
masa — graha + 13 times Sun’s position (Ignoring the 
number of integral revolutions means subtracting integral 
revolutions or adding them if necessary). 

Verses 12, 13. A few more examples on the afore¬ 
said principle. The planetary position obtained by the 
sum of the sidereal revolutions of two planets, added to or 
Subtracted from another planetary position obtained by 
the difference of the sidereal revolutions of two planets and 
divided by two gives the positions of the two planets res¬ 
pectively, the quicker of the two in the first case and the 
slower in the second. Similarly the planetary position com¬ 
puted from the difference of the sidereal revolutions of two 
planets subtracted from the planetary position of the quicker 
of the two gives the position of the slower whereas the 
former planetary position added to the position of the 
slower gives the quicker. 


Comm. We have ■ R-'fc— —— —P^ljand 

2 


■l? 1 ~h-_ a )--— P a (2) where is the number 

2 

of sidereal revolutions of a quick-moving planet and P 3 
that of a slow-moving one. Multiplying the above equa¬ 


tions by — 


with the former notation, 


| (P, + PJ + I (gi - P.) 

2 

I (P . + PJ - U (Pi - P. ) 

2 



Equations (3j and (tt) mean what has been stated in verse 
(12). Again we have the equations Pi — (Pi — p f ) -- p 9 
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and P s 4" (Pi — P*) = Pi where Pj and P a are the numbers 
of sidereal revolutions of a quick and slow moving planets 
respectively. Following the same principle as above we 
* could obtain their positions by multiplying the equations 

A 

through out by g and calling planets on the left-hand- 

side as (1) Dwiparyayantarodbhava-graha subtracted from 
the quick-moving one and (2) the slow-moving planet 
increased by the Dwiparyayantara-graha respectively. 


Verse 14. The difference of the S'ighra and S'ighra- 
Kendra as well as the Sum of the Mandocoha and the Manda 
Kendra give the planet to be computed. Or again a com¬ 
puted planet multiplied by the number of sidereal revolu¬ 
tions of a planet to be computed and divided by the number 
of sidereal revolutions of the computed gives the planet to 
be computed. 

Comm. U x — P = Kj and P — U 2 — K a where U a , 
P, U a , K x and K a are respectively the number of Sidereal 
revolutions of the S'ighroccha, planet, the Mandoccha, the 
S'ighra-Kendra and the Manda Kendra; hence, we have 

P = Uj —• K x = U, + K # from these equations also 

A 

by multiplying througout by we have the planetary 

position as the difference of the S'ighroccha-graha and 
S'ighra Kendra-graha or the sum of the Mandoocha-graha 
and Manda-Kendra-graha. 


Again, if P,, P a be the numbers of sidereal revolutions 
of a computed planet and one to be computed respectively 
and if p lt p a be the computed planet and the one to be 
computed, then 


Pi X 

. Pi x p a 
* * 

Pi 


| - P..P. X H = p, so that |j = g 
= P, which means that the position of the 


6 
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planet to be computed is got by multiplying the planetary 
position of a planet computed by the number of sidereal 
revolutions of the planet to be computed and dividing by 
the number of sidereal revolutions of the planet computed. 


Verse 15. We get the Ahargana by multiplying the 
planetary position given in number of revolutions and 
fraction of a revolution by the number of days in a Kalpa 
and dividing by the number of sidereal revolutions in a 
Kalpa. How by indeterminate analysis we get the same 
Ahargana, given the number of past sidereal revolutions 
alone, or by the fractional part of a revolution alone, or 
by the sum of the fractional parts in the case of more items 
involved, I shall tell later. 


Comm. While computing the planet we have the 
A X P 

formula —^— = p where A = Ahargana, P = the num¬ 
ber of sidereal revolutions of the planet, M = number of 
mean solar days in a Kalpa and p = the planetary position 
-consisting of the number of past revolutions and also the 
fraction of a revolution. From the above equation, the 

Ahargana A = — 5 —^ as stated. In tne case of only 


the integral number of revolutions or the fraction of a 
revolution alone being given, or the sum of remainders if 
more items than one are involved, the method of binding 
the Ahargana is illustrated in gojadhyaya under prastoa- 
adhyaya under verses 12 — 21 . 


Verses 16, 17. Method of getting the time in solar 
years that has elapsed from the beginning of the Kalpa, 
given the Ahargana. 


The given Ahargana multiplied by the number of 
Kshaya-tithis in a Kalpa and divided by the number of 
civil days in a Kalpa gives the number of the elapsed Kshaya 
tithis. Adding these to the Ahargana we have the lunar 
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days L. These again multiplied by the number of Adhika- 
masas in a Kalpa and divided by the tithis in a Kalpa gives 
the elapsed number of Adhikamasas. Multiplying this 
number by thirty and subtracting from the above lunar 
days L, we have the elapsed solar days. Dividing these by 
thirty, we have the number of elapsed solar months, the 
remainder being solar days. Dividing the solar months by 
12 , we have the elapsed solar years and the remainder here 
are the solar months. Thus we have the solar years, solar 
months and solar days corresponding to the given 
Ahargana. 

Comm. The inverse process detailed here is quite 
clear. 

Verse 18. Computation of the Ahargana and the 
planetary positions from the beginning of the Kaliyuga. 

Find the Ahargana from the beginningof the Kaliyuga 
either (according to the method described formerly with 
respect to a Kalpa) and this Ahargana begins from Friday, 
Computing the mean planetary positions from this Ahar¬ 
gana and adding to their mean positions at the beginning 
of the Kali which are known as Dhruvakas, we have their 
planetary positions for the day concerned. 


* Verses 19, 20. The Dhruvakas of the planetary posi¬ 
tions at the beginning of Kali, given in a tabular form. 


Mars i 

i 

t-* 

& 

O 

Ui 

Q> 

2 

Jupiter 

Venus 

Saturn 

Solar 

Apogee 

Lunar 

Apogee 

Ascending 
lunar node 

• 

11 R 

11 R 

11 R 

11 R 

11 R 

2 R 

4 R 


5 R 

Rasis 

29° 

27° 

29° 

| 

28° 

28° 

17° 

5° 


3° 

Degrees 

3' 

24' 

! 27' 

42' 

46' 

45' 

29' 


12' 

minutes 

50" 

29" 

36" 

14" 

34" 

36" 

46" 


58" 

Seconds 
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Comm . The mean Sun and the mean Moon are taken 
"to be in conjunction at the zero-point of the Zodiac, The 
planetary positions given above are accepted by Bhaskara 
on the authority of Brahmagupta. The fact that these 
positions differ from those given by Aryabhata signifies 
that Brahmagupta observed the True positions in his own 
time and to obtain those positions by calculation, he must 
have changed the fundamental constants such as the 
number of civil days, and sidereal revolutions of planets 
etc in a Kalpa. Here ends the section known as graha- 
nayana. 



madhyadhikara - kakshadhyaya 

Verses 1, 2. The circumference of Akasa—Kaksha. 

Astronomers say that the circumference of Akas'a- 
Kaksha is 18712069200000000 yojanas. Some say it is the 
circumference of the universe whereas some say that it is 
the circumference of the mountain which goes by the name 
Lokaloka. Those who perceive the celestial sphere as a 
fruit of the emblic myrobalan, (Known as Amalaka in Sans¬ 
krit) placed in the palm, say that it is the circumference of 
the sphere of solar radiation ie the imaginary sphere whose 
volume is filled by solar light. 

Comm. Rhaskara, in the course of the Commentary 
makes it clear that he does not subscribe to this idea which 
is only mythological. Look at his words which are signifi¬ 
cant and testify to his rational outlook “ fTTS^rr^ 
sunor ” ie “This is not our view; because it is 

baseless *\ A yojana will be seen to be equal to 6 miles 
approximately. 

Verse 3. He gives his personal view as follows. 

The universe may be bounded or unbounded ; our view 
*iB that this dimension of the circumference is no other 
than the distance covered by each planet in the Kalpa. 

Comm . This was an assumption made by the ancient 
Hindu Astronomers, as well as another assumption that the 
distance covered by every planet during a day is the same. 
This we shall see later. 

Verse 4. The circumference of the universe given 
above divided by the number of the sidereal revolutions in 
a Kalpa of any planet gives the circumference of the plane¬ 
tary orbit, so that in a Kalpa, the total distance covered is 
the circumference of the universe. 
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Comm . Clear, 

Verse 5. The circumferences of the orbits of the Sun* 
Moon and the Stars. 

The circumference of the Sun’s orbit is 4331497-| yoja¬ 
nas, that of the Moon 324000 yojanas, of the stellar sphere 
259889850 yojanas. 

Comm . Later, we are told by Bhaskara that the cir¬ 
cumference of the earth is 4967 yojanas and its diameter is 
1581. As the method given by him in the Commentary in 
that context, to measure the circumference of the earth is 
correct, we may take it that the ancient Hindu Astronomers 
could estimate the same correctly. If that be so, when 
Bhaskara gives the circumference to be 4967 yojanas, it 

means 4967 yoj = 3960^X 44 m y es or ^ y 0 j ana 

— = 5.01 miles or what is the same 1581 yoja- 

7 X 4967 

nas = 7920 miles ie one yojana = 5.01 miles approximately. 
With this measure of a yojana, the Moon’s mean distance 
from the earth’s centre should be (as given above) 

^ ^ X 5 miles = 257725 miles approximately. 

44 

This seems to be a fair estimate and we have to find 
out how this estimate could be made—Indeed, there are 
many elementary trigonometrical methods of finding the 
distance of the Moon. Which of them was used by the 
Hindu Astronomers, we have to discuss. Bhaskara, however 
takes it implicitly from Brahmagupta’s version. The latter 
does not mention from what source he derived it but simply 
mentions that he has resuscitated the Brahma-Siddhanta, 
which grew obsolete. Either he or the author of Brahma- 
Siddhanta must have computed this distance using trigonor 
metry. The following seems to be the simplest method, by 
which the Moon’s distance was originally estimated-Refer 
fig. 1. Let z be the zenith-distance of the Moon as obser- 
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Fig. 1 


ved from a place A on the primary meridian going through 
Lanka, Ujjain, Kerukshetra etc by an instrument (A pro¬ 
tractor) described by Bhaskara under verse 5 Chandragraba- 
nadhikara, grabaganita at the time of transitting. Let Bbe 
a sublunar point on the earth at the moment of that obser¬ 
vation, where B is also on the same primary meridian. 
Since both the places happen to be on the primary meridian, 
and such places were primarily known, both the observa¬ 
tions could be made simultaneously. Knowing the distance 
A B between the two places, the angle 0 subtended by A B 
could be easily got from the triangle A 0 M where Q is the 
earth’s centre and M the Moon. As a first approximation, 


d d a 

0 ^ SETZ 


tT _ fcaki “g 0 M roughly to 


be equal to (a + d). In the above equation, a being known 
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a 


, a Sin 0 . . . 3 „ _r_ 

d = Sin Z —(Sin 0)' Strl ‘ !tly speaklng Sin 0 " Sin (Z-0) 

9 ° that 3 = g^ 1 ^ ). Since (Sin Z - Sin 0) < Sin (Z-0) 


the estimate of d obtained is a little greater than its 
true value. We shall discuss other possible methods of 


finding the Moon’s distance in the chapter on lunar eclipses. 


Having got the distance of the Moon as afore-said, 
it was easy to obtain the angle marked in fig. 1 for, 

M, M 1 a 277 a 4967 

Sin oc = - 1 -- 


OM 1 “ d " 277d ' 
Since « is small Sin «= = « radians. 

4967 X 3488 4967 X 191 


324000 


OC 


= 52.7' 


324000 ~ 18000 

Since the Moon’s daily average motion 790' — 35" is had 

, , . . , . 52.7 X 60 

in sixty Nadis, 52.7 of motion is covered m - 


approximately = §§ = 4 Nadis. Thus the fact that we are 
given the horizontal parallax as 4 Nadis in the context of 
lunar eclipses is based on this. 


Having obtained thus the distance of the Moon from 
the centre of the earth s, and having measured the angular 
diameter of the Moon’s disc with the help of the protractor 
mentioned above, from the triangle EAM (Ref. fig. 2) where 



Fig. 2 



49 


sA is a tangents to the Moon’s disc and M the centre of 
the Moon, Sin B — where B is the angular semi-dia¬ 


meter of the Moon’s disc, r' = the spherical radius of 

the Moon’s disc measured in yojanas, so that since 

Sin B = B' in Hindu trigonometry when the angle is small, 


324000 


3488 


27tr' 


„ 324000X16 . 
3438 


hence 


, _ 18000 X 16 
191 



504000 

2101 


240 yojanas. 


Bhaskara gives the semi-diameter of the Moon’s disc to be 
16'-Q"-9'" so that the above r' is very approximately 240 
yojanas as given by Bhaskara. 


Now with these constants pertaining to the Moon’s 
distance, and his spherical radius, it was sought to find the 
spatial distance traversed by the Moon during a day. The 
rule of three used was “ If 16'-0"-19'" of the Moon’s angu¬ 
lar semi-diameter pertains to a spatial distance of 240 yoja¬ 
nas at his orbit, what does the mean daily motion of 


790 '-35" pertain to ? ” 


The answer is 


683064000 

57609 


= 11858f 


yojanas as given by Bhaskara elsewhere or taking the 
Moon’s mean semi-angular diameter to be 16' only, and 
using the rule of three “ If 16' at the lunar orbit correspond 
to 240 yojanas, what do 790-35" correspond to ” we have 

790 '-35"X240 = IS X 790& = f X 9487 = 9487 4 
16 


11858f yojanas as given by Bhaskara. 


Thus having obtained the daily spatial motion, the 
Hindu Astronomers assumed all the other planets (includ¬ 
ing the Sun) to have the same daily mean spatial motion. 
On this assumption since the, Moon’s orbit will be 
27.3217X11868|=324000 yojanas, and the circumference 
of the universe will be 324000 X 57753300000 
—18712069200000000 yojanas the Sun’s orbit will be 
7 



50 


circumference of the universe 
Number of sidereal revolutions 


= 4331497| yojanas 


(because 


324000X57753300000 _ 3240 v fi77 «o 
-4320000000- 432~ X 677Sd3 


= — X 577633 = — - 2 - ^ = 43314971). 

a u 


Also, the circumference of the stellar universe was 
presumed to be sixty times that of the Sun’s orbit. 

With the constants obtained for the Moon’s diameter 
and distance and with assumption that all the planets have 
the same daily motion, the constants pertaining to the Sun 
and the other planets were obtained. We shall resume this 
topic in another context. 

Verse 6. The mean daily motion of the planets. 

The circumference of the universe divided by the num¬ 
ber of days in the Kalpa, gives the daily spatial motion of 
a planet. The planets move thus a distance of 11858 J 
yojanas in a day. 

Comm. Already explained. 

Verse 7, and half the verse 8. The Ahargana multiplied 
by 11859 decreased by the quotient obtained by dividing^ 
the product of the Ahargana and 9921 by 35419 gives the" 
distance covered by a planet in yojanas. These yojanas 
divided by the circumference of the planet’s orbit gives the 
fraction of a revolution and the integral number of revolu¬ 
tions made. 


Comm . Let the Ahargaria be A; every planet should 
have described a space equal to AxD where D is the dis¬ 
tance traversed per day and is just a little less than 11859, 
or more correctly should have described a space equal to 

A X — where C is the afore-said circumference of the 
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universe, and c the number of civil days or mean solar 
days in a Kalpa. For the sake of an easy computation 
Bhaskara gives here an interpolation. In the first place, 
we are asked to multiply A by 11859 by which, an excess is 
there in the result; then this excess is sought to be removed. 

The excess is A x 11859 — -S because A X — is the 

o o 

correct distance described. In other words, the distance 
described by any planet is 

^-5 = A X 11859 - fA X 11859- A x C , | I 

c \ c / 


But 


C _ 18712069200000000 _ 420024000 
e 1577916450000 35419 


dividing by 


the common factor 44550000 


The space described by any planet is from I 
A X 11859 - A { 0 X U ^ 59 - ~ --- j. 


= A X 11859 


. f35419 x 11859 - 420024000 

1 36419 


But the numerator within the brackets is 9921 


Space described = A X 11859 — ^ X 


9 fS stated. This distance divided by the individual orbital 
lengths, we have the integral number of revolutions made 
by each planet, rejecting which we have the fractional part 
of a revolution which gives the position of the planet. 


Verses 8, 9. The orbit of the planet itself is no doubt 
the orbit of the Mandoccha (apogee with respect to the Sun 
and the Moon and aphelion with respect to the other Star- 
planets ie Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus and Saturn) and 
of the node (point of intersection of the orbits of the Star- 
planets with the ecliptic); but while Computing the posi¬ 
tions of these Mandocchas and the Nodes, as per the 
method indicated above ie according to the method of 
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Kakshadhyaya, their orbits are taken to differ from those 
of the planets, (because slow-moving points will have 
longer orbits as per the assumption made namely that the 
circumference of the universe divided by the number of the ' 
sidereal revolutions gives the length of the orbit). Simi¬ 
larly the orbit of the Sun itself will be the orbit of Mercury 
and Venus, and the orbits of their S'ighrocchas are their 
real orbits wherein Mercury and Venus are taken to move 
with the velocity of the Sun. 

Comm. The prescription of the computation of a 
planetary position as per the method of Kakshadhyaya, has 
brought in an awkward situation. Let us consider the 
Computation of the positions of Mercury and Venus. These 
two planets oscillate about the mean position of the Sun, 
because their orbits happen to lie within the earth’s orbit. 
Fence their mean sidereal periods coincide with that of the 
Sun, which means that their numbers of sidereal revolu¬ 
tions coincide with the number of sidereal revolutions of 
the Sun. Hence the Kakshadhyaya method of Computing 
a planetary position brings in the idea that the orbits of 
Mercury and Venus coincide with the orbit of the Sun. 
Bhaskara perceived the awkwardness of this situation and 
says therefore, the above coincidence of the orbits must not 
be taken to be a reality but is intended only for the sake of 
computation. The actual planets Mercury and Venus ip, 
fact revolve says Bhaskara in the orbits of their Slghroc- 
chas, with the velocity of the Sun-Even this supposition 
that the actual planets move with the velocity of the Sun 
sounds odd, but this will be clarified later in the spashta- 
adhikara, wherein we propose to explain the peculiar con¬ 
cept of S'lghroccha at length. 

Here ends the Grahanayanadhyaya according to the 
Kakshadhyaya method. 



THE ADHYAYA KNOWN AS PRATYABDA 
S'UDDHI IN MADHYADHIKARA 


Verse 1. The number of years which have elapsed from 
the beginning of the Kalpa, respectively multiplied by 2, 4 
and 3 and divided by 8, gives what is called Dinadya in 
days, ghafcis and Vighatis respectively. If this be added to 
the number of years and divided by seven, the remainder 
gives the Abdapa or the lord of the year, (under whose name 
the week-day of the commencement of the year stands). 


Comm . One mean solar year consists of 365 days, 15 
ghatis, 30 palas, and 22| Vipalas where the units are all 
mean solar and one mean solar day is equal to 60 mean solar 
ghatis, one mean solar ghati is equal to 60 mean solar palas, 
one mean solar pala is .equal to 60 mean solar Vipalas and 
so on in sexagesimal sub-division. The fraction of the day 
over and above 365 days, namely 0-15-30-22-30 multiplied 
by 8 gives 2 days, 4 ghatis and 3 palas so that by the rule 
of three i.e. ‘ If in 8 mean solar years, the fraction accrues 
to 2 days, 4 ghatis and 3 palas, what will it accrue to in x 
elapsed mean solar years from the beginning of the Kalpa ? 

xX 


we have the answer days, ghatis and 


8 


8 


8 


palas. If this is added to the number of the elapsed years, 
and the result divided by seven, the remainder gives the 
week-day of the commencement of the concerned year, be¬ 
cause the remainder got by dividing 365 by 7 is one, and 
the week day advances at the rate of one per year. Also 
the Kalpa began on Sun-day. 


Verse 2. Alternate method. 


Half the number of elapsed years added to A of itself* 
then divided by 60 and added to £ of the elapsed years,, 
gives the Dinadya. 
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Comm. Since the Dinadya per year is 0-15—30-22-30, 
in x elapsed years it accrues to x X 0-15-30-22-80 


■ 5-^ days + § hatis + x x 22 i P alas 

60 60 


days+ 


x t x X45 i _x.,x rT ,3x 1 „ _ x ^ , 
2” g+ 2^60 palaS - 4- 3+ 2- g+ ¥ X 60 g - 4 d + 

X - (14-JL) g = -d C+5g) d w hioh is the given 

2 v * o; 6 4 2 60 

formula. 

Verse 2. Alternative method. 

The number of elapsed years divided by respectively 4, 
120, and 9600 and the Sum taken gives the Dinadya. 


r d + 


Comm. Let x be the number of elapsed years. The 

Dinadya as before is 2 X 0-13-30-22-30 = * d + d 

4 60X60 


,1X45 d = / 

2X60 60X60 \ 


I + + 9^0) d aS giVeD ' 


Verse 3. To obtain what is known as Kshayahadya. 
The number of elapsed Kshayahas from the beginning of 
Kalpa upto the commencement of the year, is obtained as 
follows. Let x be the number of elapsed years; then 

x — - — = Kshayahas. 

loU 


Comm. The number of Kshayahas in a Kalpa of 
4320000000 solar years is 25082550000 so that per year their 
number is 5-48-22-7-30. In this 0-48-22-7-30 is said to 
be Kshayahadya per year = 1 — (0-11-37-52-30) putting 
the quantity within the brackets into a fraction, 52J vipalas 




- palas; (37+£) palas 


ghatis 


Wo ghatis;11 S ghatis - 16 o^Vo 


days 
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of m 
160 60 


days = - J of 31 days, one ghafci. Hence 
ibU 


per year the Kshayahadya is 1 — —~ d g 


of , so that 

160 (81-1) 


for x years it would be fx — — (£ 8 )\ a 

\ 160 \3i-iy f 


160 

= x — { 3°X + X (1 + j 0 ) } which is the formula 

given. 

4. Alternative method. 

The Dinadya obtained before multiplied by three, is to 
be diminished by j^th of the number of years; the result 
increased by ^th of the number of years gives the number 
of Kshayahas. 

Comm. The Dinadya pertaining to one year is 
0-15-30-22-30 and the Kshayahadya is 0-48-22-7-30. 
Multiply the former by 3 and subtract from the latter; we 

have 0-1-51 — 0-1— O-l-ll — f>_37 __ 37 v 1 — 37 
UdV u 1 OL u -*• OX 25 - V in - W 

day Hence K—3D = day where K = Kshayahadya and 

37 

JD = Dinadya K = 3D + r^r-r hence per x years it 

ISatKJ 


3D X s + 4 
30 


X 

400 


which is the formula given. 


4 contd. Alternative method. 


Comm. The Kshayahadya for an year is 0-48-22-7-30 
48 ghatis = (1 — J ) day; hence for x years x (1 — J ). 
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The remaining fraction = 0-0-22-7} = 0-0-(22+IfX <nj 


day 


0 - 0 - 22 } = 0 
1 


177 

8 


X 


60 


= 0 


160 60 X 160 160 


1 - (l -±) 

60 \ 60/ 


59 
160 

1 

60; 


_ 60-1 
160 X 6 

hence for : 


y6arS 160 ( 1 6o) 

Adding the two we have the required formula. 


Verse 5. To obtain the elapsed number of Adhikama- 
s5s and what is called S'uddhi. 


The sum of the Dinadya, Kshayahadya and ten times 
the number oi elapsed years divided by 30, gives the num¬ 
ber of the elapsed Adhikamasas; the remainder is known as 
S f uddhi if diminished by the fraction of the Kshayahas. 

Comm. The number of mean solar days in an year is. 
365-15-30-22*30; the Kshayahas in an year are 5-48-22-7-30; 
adding the two we have the number of tithis in an year 
equal to 371-3-52-30. The number of solar days being 360, 
the number of tithis which constitute the Adhimasas is 
equal to 11-3-52-30. The sum of the Dinadya and Ksha¬ 
yahadya in an year = 0-15-30-22-30 + 0-48-22-7-30 = 
1-3-52-30. Hence the above number of tithis which cons¬ 
titute the Adhimasas namely 11-3-52-30 = 10 -f Sum o* 
Dinadya and Kshayahadya pertaining to an year. Hence 
for x years, the Adhimasa days are equal to x X 10+Sum of 
Dinadya and Kshahadya for x years. These Adhimasa days 
divided by 30 give the Adhimasas, and the . remainder is 
called Suddhi, so called because while finding the Ahargana 
from the beginning of a solar year, this remainder has to be 
subtracted. Why the fraction of Kshayahas, which is there 
in this S'uddhi is prescribed to be subtracted, will be explai¬ 
ned in another context. 


Verse 6. An alternative method to find the Adhima¬ 
sas. The number of years divided separately by 32 and 30* 
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the sum increased by the number of years multiplied by 
eleven and the result divided by 30 gives the number of 
elapsed Adhimasas. The remainder diminished by the 
fraction of Kshayahas as mentioned before, is the S'uddhi. 


Comm. Every year, the number of Tithis that consti¬ 
tute the Adhimasas accruing in the course of years, is 
11-8-52-30. The fractional part of this namely 0-3-52-30' 


0-3-52| = 0 — 3 + 


105 

2X60 


= 0 


3 7 




0 


81 

8 


- 31 x 1 
~ ¥ x 60 


31 _ 16+15 _ 1 , 1 

480 480 30 32 


converted 


into days. 


Hence for x years 


x 

30 





Adding the 


number of days llx, we have llx + + ~ as stated. 

OU d$a 

Dividing these days by 30, we have the number of elapsed 
Adhimasas and the remainder is S'uddhi, if the fraction 
of the Kshayahas is subtracted therefrom as indicated. 


Verse 7. Method of finding the lord of the year with¬ 
out a knowledge of Dinadya. 


The week-day at the Commencement of the Solar 
year, which pertains to the lord of the year, is the remain¬ 
der got by dividing by seven the S'uddhi which is itself 
diminished by the remainders got tby dividing by seven 
separately firstly double the excess of the elapsed years over 
the elapsed Adhikamasas and secondly the elapsed Ksha¬ 
yahas. This may be put in symbols as R 7 { S—R 7 (2y—A) 
— R t . K.} = R 7 {S' — R 7 (2y — 2A + K) } where R 7 signi¬ 
fies the remainder got by dividing by seven the quantity 
which follows, S signifies S'uddhi, y means the elapsed 
Solar years A the elapsed Adhikamasas and K the elapsed 
Kshayahas. 

8 
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Comm . The lord of the year is the lord of the week¬ 
day at the Commencement of the solar year. To get this 
week-day we have if the number of Tithis elapsed upto the 
beginning of the luni-solar year be T, the Suddhi S', the 
Kshayahas upto the Commencement of the solar year be K, 
then since the number of civil days is equal to T + K, R T 
(civil days) = R, (T + 8 — K). But T = 360y + 30A where 
y is the number of elapsed solar years and A the number of 
elapsed Adhikamasas. R T (T) — R 7 (S60y + 30A) = R 7 
(3y + 2A) since the remainder got by dividing 360 and 30 
by seven are respectively 3 and 2. Hence R 7 (civil days = 
Ahargapa) — R, (3y + 2A) + R 7 S' — R 7 K. The number of 
Ks bayahas K = y (5-48-22-7-30) = 5y + y (0-48-22-7-30). 
But y (0-48-22-7-30) = K where K is the previously calcu¬ 
lated Kshayahadya. Hence R 7 K = R,5y + R 7 K. Substi¬ 
tuting this in the above R 7 (civil days) = R 7 (3y + 2A) -f 
E,s' - Br (5y + K) = K.S' - R 7 (5y - 3y) + R 7 (2A) - 
R K — R 7 (S' — R 7 (2y — 2A) — R,K ] which is the given 
foUla- E, (S' - B, (2y - 2A + K) ]. 

Verse 8. To obtain the fractional part of the elapsed 
Kshayahas even without a knowledge of the number of 
EshayShas. 

The excess of the ghatis of the Adhimasa Sesha ie the 
remainder got by dividing the sum of the Dinadya, Ksha¬ 
yahadya and ten times the number of elapsed years by 30 ae 
indicated in verse 5, over the ghatis of the Dinadya, obtai¬ 
ned under verse 1 gives the fractional part of the Kshayahas. 

Comm. The ghatis or the fractional part of the 
inasa Sesha is the-sum of the fractional parts of Dinadha 
and the Kshayahadya so that the >xcess of the ghatis of 
the Adhimasa Sesha over the ghatis or the fractional part 
of the Dinadya gives the ghatis or [the fractional part of 
the Kshayahas. 

Verse 9. The planetary positions at the end of the 
elapsed solar year. 
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The number of the elapsed solar years multiplied by 
the number of sidereal revolutions of the respective planets- 
in a Kaipa and divided by the number of Solar years in 
a Kalpa gives the planetary positions at the end of the last 
Solar year. 

Comm. This is a simple rule of three. The plane¬ 
tary positions so got, leaving out the integral numbers of 
revolutions made which are not required, are called the 
Dhruvakas of the respective planets for the ensuing solar 
year. With respect to the apogee of the Sun and the aphelia 
and nodes of the star—planets these Dhruvakas themselves 
give their positions for the whole ensuing year, as their 
motion is very very slow. 

Verse 10. An alternative method of obtaining the 
Dhruvaka of the Moon. 

The Adhimasa Sesha multiplied by 12 gives the posi¬ 
tion of the Moon at the Commencement of the Solar year. 

Comm . Since the position of the Sun is at the Zero- 
point of the Zodiac at the Commencement of the solar year* 
and since the Adhimasa Sesha is the difference of the solar 
and luni-Solar systems of reckoning, or what is the same, 
T;he arc gained by the Moon over the Sun, which is no 
other than fche elongation of the Moon measured in Tithis 
each tithi being of 12° gain of elongation, so fche Adhimasa 
Sesha at the Commencement of the solar year in Tithis 
multiplied by 12 gives the longitude of fche Moon at that 
Commencement. (Note-Bhaskara waxes into poetic 
eloquence in the second half of the verse, having given the 
procedure in the first half). 

Verse 11. Procedure prescribed in the event of com¬ 
puting planetary positions from the beginning of the 
Kaliyuga for the sake of convenience. 
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The Dinadya may be also obtained from the beginning 
of the Kali, which begins with Friday. The Dhruvas 
calculated for the commencement of the solar year are to 
be added to the planetary positions at the beginning of the 
Kali, in the event of computing the Ahargapa and thereby 
the planetary positions from the beginning of the Kaliyuga 
for the sake of convenience. 

Comm. The Dinadya at the commencement of Kali 
is Zero, since the number of civil days during the length 
of time equal to a Kaliyuga is integral and equal to 
157791645 according to Brahmagupta and Bhaskara who 
follows him. The Suryasiddhanta, it may be noted here, 
gives the number of days in a Kaliyuga as not integral 
but equal to 157791782.8. Hence the Dinadya computed 
from the beginning of the Kali is to be increased by .8 to 
obtain its value according to Suryasiddhanta. The plane¬ 
tary positions at the commencement of Kali were given 
by Bhaskara already. 

Verse 12. The number of what are called Kshepadinas 
to obtain the Ahargana. 

Hereafter Bhaskara is going to obtain the planetary 
positions for any day during the current solar year having 
obtained the Dhruvakas or the planetary positions for the 
beginning of the Solar year. In that behalf the Ahargana' 
nr the collection of days which have elapsed from the 
commencement of the Solar year is to be found. This 
Ahargana is obtained by subtracting the number of Ksha- 
yahas from the number of tithis that have elapsed. In 
finding these Kshayahas, we have to take note that there 
is a little remnant of Kshayahas at the beginning of the 
Solar year which is also to be taken into account while 
computing the number of Kshayahas during the course of 
the year. In other words, the number of Kshayahas that 
are going to be computed during the course of the year, 
for the elapsed part of the year will be in default of the 
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actual number if we ignore the accrued fraction of Ksha¬ 
yahas at the commencement of the Solar year. To make 
amends for that default we have to add some number to 
the numerator of the improper fraction which is going to 
give us the number of the elapsed Kshayahas during the 
course of the year. The formula that is going to be used 
to obtain the number of Kshayahas during the elapsed 

tithis is ^ ^1 + . This formula arises out of the 

fact that there are 55739 Kshayahas during 3562220 tithis, 
so that for 64 tithis the number of Kshayahas is equal to 

64 X 55739 _ 3567296 5076 

3562220 3562220 ~ 1 + 3562220 “ 1 + 

1 

3562220 = 1 + . Let the fraction of Kshayaha at 


the commencement of the solar year, to be taken into 
account be x ghatis i.e. ^ of a tithis (for Kshayahas are 

are computed out of tithis) i.e. x 8 . Let y be the 

DU 

number of tithis elapsed after the commencement of the 

solar year. Then to compute the Kshayahas that ensue 

after the commencement of the solar year upto the day 

Concerned during the course of the year, the formula to 

y / 1 \ x tithis 

be used is y 1 + ^ /* To this we have to add —gg— 

as the balance of Kshayaha at the commencement of the 
solar year to be taken into acccount 

x tithis x X 64 x X ft 
60 ^ 64 X 60 “ 60 


Now, in computing the number of tithis which have 
elapsed after the commencement of the Solar year, we 
subtract S'uddhi from the number of tithis that have 
elapsed after the beginning of the luni-Solar year. But 
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in this S'uddhi we have subtracted the fractional part of 
the Kshayahas for a different purpose so that in sub¬ 
tracting the S'uddhi, we have increased the tithis by the 
fractional part of the Kshayahas. This increase there¬ 
fore should be nullified, which means that the quantity 
to be added is 

x x _ x_ __ x X fg _ 21 x (1 + ju) 

64 60 " 64 “ 20 64 ~~ 64 

Hence the Kshepadinas or the tithis to be added to the 
number of tithis which have elapsed from the commence¬ 
ment of the Solar year, are x (1 + A). This means that 
the ghatis x which form the fractional part of the 
Kshayahas are to be increased by one twentieth part of 
themselves and are to be viewed as tithis and not ghatis as 
mentioned. 

Verse 12 (contd.) and Verse 13. To find the Ahar- 
gana, ie the collection of days which have elapsed from 
the commencement of the solar year. 

The number of tithis which have elapsed from the 
commencement of the luni-Solar year diminished by the 
S'uddhi, increased by ^J^th part of the result, and then 
increased by the Kshepa-tithis aforesaid, and the result 
divided by 64, gives the number of Kshayahas, which have 
elapsed from the beginning of the Solar year. These are^ 
to be subtracted from the tithis which have elapsed from 
the beginning of the Solar year to give the Ahargaiia. 


Fig. 3 

Comm . (Refer Fig. 3). Let T* be point indicating 
the commencement of luni-Solar year ; let R* be the point 
indicating the next Sun-rise. Let S be the beginning 
point of the Solar year, the preceding Sun-rise and T* 
the ending moment of the preceding tithi; Let R, be the 
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next Sun-rise, T, fehe ending moment of the tithi preceding 
the Sun-rise R 4 upto which point the Ahargana has to 
( be found from the commencement of the Solar year. Thus ; 
the Ahargaria to be found is SR 4 = ST 8 + T g R 4 . Here 
T, R 4 is the Kshayaghatis, at the Sun-rise concerned. 
SR 3 is a fraction of a day that is to be there in the Ahar¬ 
gana SR 4 we are seeking. While subtracting fehe S'uddhi 
T a S diminished by the Kshayaghatis T 3 R 3 from fehe 
number of elapsed integral number of tithis from the 
commencement of the luni-Solar year namely T z T 3 we 
have T, T 3 - (T, S - T a R 3 ) = T, T s - (T x % - SR 3 ) = 
T a T g + SR 3 . Thus instead of SR 3 + R 3 R 4 we have by 
the above procedure SR 3 + T 2 T 3 . Though both T 2 T 3 and 
R g R 4 are integral numbers and should be the same if the 
interval is small, they may differ by an integral number, 
if the interval happens to be long. Bha3kara says that 
this difference of an integral number will be rectified by 
the Kshepadinas found under verse No. 12, for, from these 
Kshepadinas, the Kshayahas are found and subtracted 
from the tithis. It will be noted that the difference of 
an integral number between T 2 T s and R 3 R 4 is no other 
than Kshayahas. 

Or, this may be seen in an other way. We are to find 
SR 4 = T x R 4 - T x S = T* T 3 + T 3 R 4 - T x S - Tj T a - 
{ r J! 1 S — T B R 4 ) = No. of elapsed tithis — (S'uddhi — 
Kshayaghatis at the day concerned). But instead of the 
Kshayaghatis at the day concerned Bhaskara prescribes 
the subtraction of the Kshayaghatis at the end of the Solar 
year ie instead of subtracting T 3 R 4 it is prescribed to sub¬ 
tract T 2 R,. This difference, Bhaskara says is made up 
by taking into account fehe Kshepadinas pertaining to the 
Kshayahas. 

Verse 14. In case the Ahargana is required for a day 
proceeding the commencement of the Solar year^ then the 
elapsed tithis are less than the Tithis of the Suddhi; so 
subtraction is not feasible. In this oase, it is prescribed 
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to take the elapsed fcithis from the previous Chaitra and 
the S'uddhi of the previous year. Also in this case the 
Dhruvakas pertain to the commencement of the previous. 
Solar year. 

Comm. Easy, 

Verse 15. To obtain the position of the Sun. 


The number of the days in the Abargana is to be 
diminished by /u part of itself to obtain the number of 
degrees, and fractions thereof; then the Ahargana multi¬ 
plied by three and divided by 22 gives the minutes and 
fractions thereof. Adding the two results we get the 
position of the Sun. 


Comm. The mean daily motion of the Sun is 

0-59-8-10-21. Here 59' = 1° - V = (1 - ik )°; for x 

x° 

days x (1 — ^)° = x° — gQ as mentioned. The remain- 

9807' 

ing part namely 0-0-8-10-21 = ^000 ; Converting this 

1111 

into a continued fraction it is equal to ^p p^p j^ip *** 

3' St 

of which a good convergent is ^ • Hence for x days — 

as stated in the verse. 


Verse 16. To obtain the position of the Moon, 


The number of elapsed integral tithis multiplied by 
12 and added to the Sun’s position in degrees, gives the 
Moon’s position in degrees at the ending moment of the 
tithi preoeeding the day at the Sun-rise of which the 
planetary positions are sought. To find the position at 
the Sun-rise required, ten times the Kshaya-dina-Sesha 
increased by ^th of itself gives the number of minutes to 
be added to the position got above. 
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Comm. The first part is clear, because for every fcithi, 
there will be an increase of elongation of 12°. To get the 
fractional part of the tithi in between the ending moment 
* of the fcithi and the subsequent! Sun-rise, the interval which 
is S5vana ie expressed in the unit of civil day has to be 
converted into luni-Solar units. The rule of three is 1 If for 
63 SSvana days there are 64 fcithis, what will it be for the 
above interval V Here the approximate ratio of ff is used 
because the Ahargana which is Laghu is small ie is less 
than 365. The Kshaya-dina- Sesha which was got under 

y 

verses 12, 13, has a divisor of 64, and is of the form —^ . 

yX 64 y 

Hence the quantity to be added is 03 — gg of a tifehi 

= X 12 X 60 minutes of arc = f X 10 y = 10 y (1 + £) 

minutes as given in the verse. This has to be added to 
12 t°, got before where t is the number of elapsed tithis. 

Verse 17. Computation of Mars. 

The mean daily motion of Mars is 0-31-25-28-7=0—30 
-f 0-0-90 minus 0-0-3-31-53. If x be the number of 

x o 

days x X 0-30' = ^ x X 0-0-90"' = ^ X 3'; thus the 

rule prescribed is “ Half of fche number of days gives the 
degrees; half the number of days multiplied by 3 gives 
the number of minutes ” from this we have to subtract 
x X (0-0-3-31-53). The quantity within fche brackets 
is approximately jy of a minute for t 1 7 '=0-0-3 / '-3T // -46"\ 
Since fche Ahargana is small fche precision required is there. 

X° X 

Thus fche rule is - + q X 3' + + the Dhruvaka afc the 

beginning of the Solar year. 

Verse 18. Computation of the S'lghroocha of Mercury. 

The mean daily motion of the Budha-S'lghra is 

4°-5'-32"-18'"-28 ff \ 

9 
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J Rule. If the Ahargana be x days then the S'lghra will 
4x yc 3 f 

be 4x° 4 - —j^q— -1- Dhruvaka. Proof. For x days, the mean 

motion is x X 4° -f x X (G-5'-S2' / ~18" / ~28""). The second 

3 ° . 12 ° 

part is taken to be 4x X j^q ie x X == x X <jV for 

^ of .a degree = 0-5 “32"-18-' ,, 28 /7 ' r . The fraction -g% can 
be seen to be a convergent of the remainder for 5'-32"~ 


18"'-28 


ntt 


299077° 111 1 I 

3240000 “ 10+ 1+4+ 1+ 9968 


of which the 


penultimate convergent is -$%. 


Verse 19. The Ahargana divided by 12 and by 71 
gives respectively the positive degrees and negative minutes 
to be added to the Dhruvaka of Jupiter. 

x° _ 

Comm. If x be the Ahargana J 2 71 Dhruvaka = 

Q-uru. 

The mean daily motion of Jupiter is 0-4-59-9.9=0-5' 

minus 0-0-0-50-51. Evidently 0-5' x x = The 

61' 

remainder 0-0-0-50-51 — of which the continued 
. . 1 1 1 

fraction is 4' A very a PP r ° x,m ate convergent 

is T t as given. 

Verse 19 contd. To obtain the position of the S'Tghra 
of venus. 


The Ahargana multiplied by 10 and divided by 6 and 
165 respectively gives degrees positive and negative to be 
added to the Dhruvaka of Venus to give his position. 


Comm. The formula is 


10 x 10 x 

IT ~~ 155** Ttte mean daily 


motion of the S'lghra of Venus is l°-36 , -7"-44" ~35 





@7 


l°-40' minus 0-3'052"-15'" approximately. For x days x X 


2 C 


10 x c 


lir = g x° = g— which gives the first part. Also 3'~52"~ 


15 = 


929° __ J._1_ 1 _1_ 

14400 15-+" 14 - 14~ 464 


of which a 


10x* 


proximate convergent is -tt-t h°s ie for x days YEE' •^• ence 

10 x° 10 x° 
the position is given by —g- ^EE 


4- Dhrnvaka. 


Verses 20. The position of Saturn is given by -g- + 

— 4- Dhrnvaka = Saturn’s position. 

Comm. The mean daily motion of Saturn is 
0-2-0-22-61. 

For x days 2x' 4" x X 0"-22’"-51"". The latter part 

137" 11111 

is ggQ- approximately = Y+1+1+1+ 7 2 of which a near 

covergent f so that for x days, we have 2x' 4- 
4- Dhrnvaka position of Satnrn. 

Verses 20 contd. To find the position of the apogee of 
Moon. 

The Ahargaga divided successively by 10 and 88 and 
added gives the degrees to be added to the Dhruvaka of 
the Apogee of the Moon to obtain its position. 

Comm . The mean daily motion of the apogee of the 
Moon is 0-6-40-53-66. At the rate of 6' per day, in x 

X 

days the number of degrees covered is ; the remainder 

4601° 11 , 

"88+41 ot 

approximate convergent is F V. Hence the position is given 
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by + gg + Dhruvaka as given by the verse. 

Verse 21. To obtain the position of the lunar Node 


The Ahargana multiplied by 30 and divided by 566 
gives the number of degrees to be added to the Dhruvaka 
to give the position of Rahu. 

Comm. If the number of the sidereal revolutions of 
Rahu in a Kalpa multiplied by twelve divide the number 
of days in a Kalpa we have very approximately 566, which 
means that Rahu traverses a Rasi very nearly in 566 days. 
Hence dividing the Ahargana by 566, and multiplying by 
30, we have the degrees covered, which being added to the 
Dhruvaka gives the position of Rahu. 

22, 23, 24. Alternative method of obtaining 
the planetary positions. 

The Ahargapa multiplied by 100000, and divided 
successively by 101461, 151787, 190833, 24436, 1203400, 
62416, 2990000, 898000, 1886800 gives the respective posi¬ 
tions of theplanets beginning from the Sun and those of 
the apogee and Node of the Moon; in the case of the 
Moon, however, the result is to be multiplied by 20. The 
results in degrees added to the Dhruvakas give their posi¬ 
tions. 


Comm. The degrees covered by the planets etc in 


D days are 


R X 360 X D° 
M 


where R is the number of side¬ 


real revolutions in a Kalpa, M the number of mean solar 
days in a Kalpa, and D the Ahargana. Now 


R X 360 X D R X 360 X D X 100000 

M 


M X 100000 


M X 100000 


D X 10 0000 
M x"lQUQQQ , 
R X 360 


^ en R X 360 * 8 * oun ^ ^ or every planet. In the case 
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of the Moon, however a multiplier 20 also is used in addi¬ 
tion to 100000, because he has suoh a quicker motion. 

Verses 25, 26. To obtain the mean daily motion of 
the planets. 

The number of minutes of arc moved by a planet per 
day gives the mean daily motion of that planet. Though, 
however, the spatial velocity of each planet is the same 
per day, in angle, the velocities differ, (on account of the 
varied distances) and so we perceive slowness or fastness 
in the movement of the planets. 

Comm. Easy. 

The assumption of equal daily spatial velocities for 
all the planets has been explained before. The daily 
angular velocity of a planet in minutes of arc is 
R X 360 X 60' , 

-g-where R is the number of its sidereal re¬ 
volutions and M the number of mean solar days in a Kalpa. 

Verse 27. The reason for unequal angular velocity 
of the planets. 

Since the planetary orbits are all construed as com¬ 
prising of 360° alone, a minute of arc of a smaller orbit 
• has a smaller spatial distance which will be covered more 
rapidly, the velocity being constant, whereas of a longer 
orbit, a minute of arc means a longer distance which will 
be covered in a longer time at the same spatial velocity, 
which means that the planet appears to be slow in 
motion. Thus the Moon, the Mercury, Venus, Sun, Mars, 
Jupiter, Saturn being placed at longer distances from the 
earth in ascending order their orbits are longer in ascend¬ 
ing order so that they are slower in angular motion in 
that order. 

# 

Here ends the section called Pratyabda S'uddhi in the 
chapter Madhyadhikara. 



THE SECTION KNOWN AS ADHIMASAD1- 
NIRNAYA IN Ch. 1 

Verse 1. A special feature of the computation of 
Abargana. If the Abargana is to bo increased or decreased 
by unity to adjust it with the week-day, the tithis also arc 
to be increased or decreased by unity to be adjusted with 
the week-day, Then in that context of increasing or 
decreasing the Abargana by a day the Adhimasa-Sesha is 
to be increased or decreased by the number of Adhimasas 
of a Kalpa and the Avama-Sesha is to be increased or 
decreased by the Avamas or Ksbayahas of a Kalpa. 

Comm . After having computed the Ahargana as per 
the directions given under verses 1-3 of the section of 
Grahanayana, we have to test its correctness on the basis 
of the week-day taking it that the Kalpa began with 
Sunday. In other words, since the number of the elapsed 
week-days accord with the number of Sun rises, the week¬ 
day on the day on which the Ahargana is computed should 
accord with the Ahargana ie dividing the Ahargana by 
seven, the remainder must give us the week-day of the day 
in question. But it so happens that we may have to add 
or subtract one from the Ahargana arrived at to adjust- 
the Ahargapa with the week-day. Why does this happen ? 

The reason is as follows. When we find the Ahargana 
for a particular number of elapsed tithis, we are unwit¬ 
tingly taking the number of elapsed true tithis in the place 
of the average tithis. The fact that we are given in the 
table of constants, the number of mean units of time in 
a Kalpa, for example mean solar days, mean tithis etc, and 
the fact that computation proceeds only on the basis of 
these mean units, means that we have taken into account 
only the number of mean tithis elapsed, Hence this is 
to be corrected bj us. If we are computing the At 
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for, say, the pratipat of phaiguna, we automatically 
take that the elapsed true tithis from the beginning of 
the luni-Solar year 13 11 X 30 = 330 tifchis, But it may 
so happen that had we taken only the number of mean 
tithis elapsed, either 229 tifehis or 331 tifchis might have 
elapsed and not 330 as construed which therefore works 
an error amounting to unity in the Ahargana arrived at. 
At the same time the error does not exceed unity, for, 
during the course of every lunation, the longer tithis are 
almost compensated by tithis of shorter duration in the 
same lunation. The variance in the length of a tithi being 
wrought by the variable motion of the Moon, which ^again 
depends on the distance of the Moon from his apogee, is 
rounded off in every lunation, as the Udoon completes a 
circle with respect to the apogee in what is called an 
anomalistic month. 

Thus it is that the Ahargana is to be rectified on the 
basis of the week day. When this is done and the 
Ahargana happens to be increased or decreased by unity, 
automatically it goes without saying, that the tithis are also 
increased or decreased by one. In this context there is a 
still more deeper significance as detailed below. The 
Adhimasas are computed from the following formula viz. 

A = I + f X 30 (1) where A = Ahargana, a = ad hi- 
8 ® 

masas in a Kalpa, S = solar days in a Kalpa, I = Integral 
quotient obtained by division and y X 30 the Adhimasa- 
Sesha-tithis. If now A is to be increased or decreased by 1 
( A 535 1 ) a Aa * » ^ j + | x 30 * a /s from (1) = I + 

8 S s b 

? , x . j 3 ence the adhimasa-seBha namely F X 30 is 

increased or decreased by a ie tbe numbei or adhimas5s. 

Similarly the Avama-Sesha or the Kshayaha-Sesha is 
to bo increased or decreased by the Kshayahas in a 
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The particular mention of the increase or decrease in the 
AdhimSsa-Sesba or the Avama-Sesha is necessitated in the 
context of computing the positions of the Sun or Moon, 
given the Adhimasa Sesha and Avama-Sesha as mentioned 
under verses 6, 7 in the section of grahanayana. 

Verse 2. Pertaining to the smaller Ahargana compu¬ 
ted from the beginning of the current Solar year, called 
Laghu-Ahargana. 

In the case of computing the Ahargana from the 
beginning of the Solar year also, when the Ahargana is to 
be increased or decreased by unity, the tithis are to be 
increased or decreased by unity. The Avama-Sesha here 
is to be increased or decreased not by the Kshayahas of 
the Kalpa but only by unity because we have used the 
formula fa of tithis to get the Kshayahas, If, an Adhika¬ 
masa happens to occur during the course of the current 
year, the tithis, 30 in number of this Adhikamasa must be 
also taken into account to obtain the Ahargana. 

Comm . Easy. 

Verse 3, 4. The Ahargana is to be computed (larger 
Ahargana) after taking into account an Adhimasa which 
has conspicuously occured but which is not obtained by 
computation or by rejecting an Adhikamasa which has 
not occured but which is obtained by calculation. The 
Adhimasa-Sesha is to be increased or decreased by the 
Adhimasas of the Kalpa; the elapsed months from the 
beginning of the luni-Solar year are to be increased or 
decreased by unity and then the positions of the Sun and 
the Moon are to be computed from such an Adhimasa-Sesha 
and such an Avama-Sesha. 

Comm . Already explained. 

Verse 5. A point to be noted with respect to the 
S'uddbi. 



In the case of obtaining the Sbid&hi, if an Adhikamasa, 
which did not actually occur, Js obtained by calculation, 
then the S'uddhi is to be increased by 30, so that the 
Ahargapa is not affected by the un-occuring Adhikamasa. 

Comm. The computation of the Adhikatnasas or inter¬ 
calary months proceeds under the consideration of mean 
lengths. So, it is likely that an Adhikamlsa may occur 
un-warranted by calculation or may not occur in spite of 
its being shown by calculation. Further, an Adhikamasa 
may be delayed in occurence by the fact that though the 
luni-Soiar reckoning has gained over the solar by one 
mean lunation, the lunation at that point may still con¬ 
tain a Samkranti, the preceding particular lunar month 
being smaller in length than the mean. Thus the conven¬ 
tion made with respect to the occurence of an adhikamasa, 
namely that the lunation which does not carry a Samkranti 
is to be construed as an adhikamasa, may also delay the 
occurence of the Adhikamasa, though shown in calculation. 
Similarly an Adhikamasa may be preponed though not 
warranted by computation by the same logic. 

Verse 6. The criteria of an Adhikamasa and a 
Kshayamasa. 

A lunation which does not carry a Samkranti is an 
’Adhikam5sa; whereas a lunation which carries two Sam- 
krantis is to be taken as a Kshayamasa. The Kshaya¬ 
masa, occurs only in the course of the three lunar 
months named Karfeioa, Margaslrsha and pau3ha and 
not during any other lunar month; when a Kshayamasa 
occurs, then daring the coarse of that year there will be 
two AdhikamSsas occuring on either side of the Kshaya- 


Comm, The institution of intercalation ; has been 
. explained to some extent under verse 10 of the BhagapSdh- 
We shall see some more particulars of intercalation. 



74 


1, Bhaskara has given that 1593300000 Adhika- 
m^sas occur in a Kalpa of 4320000000 Solar years, which 
nuaas that 15933 AdhikamSsSs occur in 43200 Solar yearg 
ie. 5311 Adhik&m&as in 14400 solar months. Converting 

into a continued fraction, we have 2 4- jpp 


2 ^ eT IT iqr f+ ^ l- The roooessive converged are 


2 

1 ’ 


1 

3’ 


3 

8 ’ 


19 

r 


122 

55’ 


141 

52' 


Let ns see what these convergents 


signify, (a) The convergent j means that on an average 

there are 7 Adhikam5sas per 19 years. Thi3 ratio was 
adopted in the Romaka Siddhanta of Panchasiddhantika. 
It means that 19 X 12 = 228 Solar months are equal 
to 235 lunations. The Metonic cycle described in 
modern astronomy is based upon this equivalence. The 
recurrence of Moon’s phases in 19 years ie correspondence 
of the Moon’s phases or tithis with the dates of the 
English year and Meton’s formula are based on this 
equivalence. Recurrence of phase mcaas recurrence of the 
relative positions of the Sun and the Moon, which 
again means recurrence of the S'uddhi, for S'uddhi is no 
other than the interval between the New Moon and 
SamkrSnti. In the next verse Bhaskara says that a 
KshayamSsa recurs after a lapse of either 19 years or 122 
years or 141 years. The numerators of the last three 
convergents are 19, 122 and 141 which are the numbers of 
Solar years that effect recurrence of the same S'uddhi and 
as is going to be mentioned shortly a S'uddhi of 21 tithis 
is likely to bring in a KshayamSsa. Hence a Kshayam5sa 
recurs either in 19 years or 121 years or 141 years. 


2. Mention of the occurence of a EshayamSsa was 
made by S'ripati first and not by the preceding astro¬ 
nomers. However, mention of it is there in the 



literature and it is not clear whether observance of this 
KshayamSsa - was defunct for some centuries in between. 

3* We shall now proceed to see how there occur two 
Adhikamasas on either side of a Kshayamasa. A simple 
argument is as follows. The convergents cited above 

19 122 141 

namely -y or or yy signify that either 7 or 45 or 52 

Adhikamasas are to occur in the course of 19 or 122 or 141 
Solar years normally. But when the S'addhi happens to 
be 21 days at the beginning of the Solar year, it so happens 
that the S'addhi goes on increasing for the first fiva 
months because the Sun is in his apogee when his 
longitude is 78°, and his motion being slow for three 
months when he is on either side of his apogee, the 
Moon gains over him in shorter intervals of time and as 
a consequence the lunations are of shorter duration. This 
means that the S'uddhi goes on increasing during those 
months and rapidly increases from its valua 21 at the 
beginning to 30 by about Bhadrapala month. Under 
these circumstances, a Samkramarja ooours generally just 
before the beginning of Bhadrapada. The next Simkra- 
mana happens just a little after the lapse of Bhadrapada, 
so that the month of Bhadrapada goes without a Sim’ira* 
•mapa and as a consequence, it becomss an Adhikamisa. 
Thus far it is alright that an Adhikatnasa has ocoured 
as per the meaning of the convergents. But when the 
Bhadrapada thus becomes an Adhikamasa, the subsequent 
months from Kartica to Margasira, being of longer duration 
than the corresponding Solar months, the Sun having a 
quicker motion on either side of his perigee, there is every 
likelihood of a Solar month being contained between two 
conjunctions or New Moon days. In other words two 
Samkramanas ooour either in Kartica or Margasira or 
■P-ausha, This means that as per the convention for the 
occdrence of a Khayamasa, one of the aforesaid lunations 
must become a Kshayamasa. Thus the Adhikamisa which 
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is due to occur during the course ol the year, though it 
has occured has.been lost. So, to make amends, another 
AdhikamSsa is to occur as is warranted by the convergeuts 
cited above. It might be asked what if two Adhikamasas 
occur and why a Kshayamasa be instituted at all. The 
.reason is not that a religious convention warrants it 
but because the wedding of the luni*Solar year to the 
:Sclar ytar has to be made on a particular principle. Nor¬ 
mally, so long as a Samkramana goes on occuring during 
the course of a lunation, the two systems of reckoning 
may be seen to be running parallel. But if a particular lunar 
month does not contains Samkiamana it is to be taken 
as a warning that the luni-Solar reckoning has overtaken 
the Solar by one lunation. This lunar month has to be 
curtailed to make the two kinds of reckoning to proceed 
side by side. This convention naturally raised the ques¬ 
tion as to how to deal with a lunation which contains two 
Samkrantis, The Solar month their has to be deleted to 
make the two systems run concurrently. This deletion of 
a Solar month is achieved not by declaring the particular 
Solar month as an Adhikamasa but what is virtually the 
same two lunar months are deemed to lapse during the 
course of that solar month. This kind convention helped 
ihe occurrence of one Adhikamasa alone as scheduled be¬ 
cause one of the two Adhikamasas has been nullified by 
the convention of a Kshayamasa. 


Why the proposition that a Kshayamasa generally 
occurs when the S'uddhi at the beginning of the Solar year 
happens to be 21 tithis is quite evident because iu such a 
case generally Bhadrapada becomes an Adhikamasa, which 
again entails the occurence of two Samkramauas during the 
'Course of one of the three lunations beginning with 
Kartica, which happen to be longer than the corresponding 
Solar months. In other words a Kshayamasa is < 
to occur only when Bhadrapada happens to be an 

c:masa, .and this in turns happens only when__ 

i tp be 21 at the beginning of the Solar year. ~Adhi- 
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kamSsSs do occur when the S^uddhi happens to ba mote 
than 21, but in this case one of the months prior to Bhadra- 
pada happens to be an Adhikamasa and then by the time 
Kartica is reached, the Samkramaija occurs not at the 
beginning of Kartica but a little later, which means that a 
second Samkramana could not occur before the lapse of 
that lunation. This therefore will not be a Kshaya month. 

The S'uddhi which is dedned as the number of tithis in 
between a New-Moon and a Samkramana, is clearly the in¬ 
terval which has been gained by the luni-Solar system over 
the Solar. This S'uddhi increases at the average rate of 
11 days, 3 ghatis, 52 palas and 30 Vipalas per an year as 
we have seen already. For the occurrence of an Adhika¬ 
masa during the course of an year the S'uddhi at the begin¬ 
ning of the year must be such that it accrues to a lunation 
during the course of the year. The apogee of the Sun being 
almost stationary having a very slow motion the lengths of 
the Solar months do not vary appreciably for a good number 
of years. Taking that the Sun's apogee is roughly at 80° 
longitude (78° according to Hindu Astronomy) the Sun’s 
motion is less than his average from the moment when he 
has 350° longitude upto the moment when he has 170°, so 
that the Moon gains rapidly over him during this period. 
In other words the lunations daring this period are of 
shorter duration i.e. the luni-Solar months of chaitra upto 
Sravana will be shorter in length so that S'uddhi increases 
rapidly from March upto August. Thereafter it will attain 
a stationary value just for a little time and then decreases 
for the next six months upto February. The increase, 
however, far exceeds the decrease and the balance of in¬ 
crease per year is as mentioned above is 11-3-52-30. 

Bhaskara mentions in the course of the commentary 
that (1) the average length of a lunation is 29 days, 31 
ghatis and 60 palas; (2) the average length of a Solar 
month is 30-26-17 (3) when the daily motion of the Sun 
happens to be 61', then the Solar month will have a length 
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of 29-80 and as such falls short! of a lunation and (4) that 
the minimum length of a Solar month is 29-20-40 only. 
Then he gives a general and broad explanation as to how a 
Kshayamasa occurs on the following lines. Let us call NS 
as the interval between a New Moon and the subsequent 
Samkranti. In other words it is the S'uddhi. Suppose 
Bhadrapada goes without a Samkranti thus becoming an 
Adhikamasa. Then in Aswayuja NS will have a small 
value, because the Samkranti S which should have oocured 
at the general rate of one per a lunation, has not occured 
before the lapse of Bhadrapada and being belated a little 
must have occured close on the heels of the New Moon of 
Bhadrapada. Let this interval NS have a particular value 
say x. Thereafter the Solar months grow gradually smaller 
i.e. the Samkrantis occur earlier ; so in Kartica the value 
of NS decreases. It might decrease to such an extent that 
the next Samkranti might occur before the next New Moon. 
Suppose this doe 3 not happen in Kartica ; then in Marga- 
sira the value of this NS is still smaller and there is a 
greater likelihood of another Samkranti occuring during this 
Margasira. Then the value of N 8 being the smallest in 
the month of Pausha, another Samkranti is bound to take 
place during this month at the latest. In other words S 
now occurs before the next N i.e. the Samkranti occurs just 
a little before the next New Moon. Let now this SN be 9 . 
small quantity say y; or what is the same the next NS or 
the S'uddhi will be nearly a lunation. There after the 
Solar months begin to gain in length i.e. S occurs later and 
later. This means NS gains in length. Being nearly of 
a length equal to a lunation, and now gradually increasing 
it is bound to exceed a lunation shortly thereafter. This 
again means that S occurs later than the next New Moon, 
which is to say that' one more lunation goes without a 
Samkranti. Thus it is that another Adhikamasa occurs 
shortly after the occurence of a* Kshayamisa. Hence in 
the course of one year there occur two AdhikamasSs and 
Kshayamasa which means again that the balance of an 
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Adhikamlsa is there in that y.ear. In other words, the 
occurence of a Kshayamasa during the course of an year 
as per a stipulated convention does not preclude the average 
'‘occurence of an Adhikamasa whioh is normally due after 
an average lapse of 32J Solar months. That the occurence 
of a Kshayamasa entails the occurrence of two Adhikamasas 
on either side may be also seen in another way. Twelve 
lunations put together have a length of 354| days approxi¬ 
mately daring the course of which only eleven Samkrantis 
could occur in case the initial S'uddhi is 21 days, for, sub¬ 
tracting this 21 from 354|, there remain 333J days only 
which could contain only ten Solar months and not eleven. 
Ten Solar months are contained if there be only eleven 
Samkrantis. Out of these eleven, two are consumed in a 
single lunation which happens to be a Kshayamasa. Hence 
the remaining eleven lunations have to contain only nine 
Samkrantis which means that two lunations have to go 
without Samkrantis. In other words there are to be two 
Adhikamasas during that year. Further both these Adhi¬ 
kamasas could not occur on one side of the Kshayamasa 
for the following reason. Since a Kshayamasa could occur 
only during the course of Karbica or Margasirsha or 
Pansha which alone are longer than the corresponding solar 
months, in the event of both the Adhikamasas taking their 
place on one side of these months, they are to take place in 
nine lunations which are on one side of the three months 
beginning with Kartioa. This means that only seven 
Samkrantis are to occur during the oonrse of 9 X 29£ days 
_ <265i days. Even seven Solar months fall short of this 
period so that it is impossible that only seven SamkrJatis 
should occur in this period. Hence, the two Adhikamasas 
which are to occur during the year containing a Kshaya^ 
masa have to take their place on either side of the Kshaya¬ 
masa 

fehaskara mentions that when the daily motion of the 
Sun equals 61',’ the length of the Solar month wiil be *!<>-* 
as* 29-80 approximately. He also states that the minimum 
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length of a Solar month will be 29-20-40. This will be so 
when the average daily motion during the course of a 
month is 61-20-30. 

Verse 1. A mention of the years past and future that 
had and will have Kshayamasas. 

A Kshayaraasa occured in the Saka year 974 and will 
occur in the years 1115, 1256, 1378. Thus generally it 
occurs once in 141 years or even 19 years. 

Comm, We have seen before that according to the 
convergents given above a Kshayamasa generally occurs in 
19 years or 122 years or 141 years. In the course of the 
commentary Bhaskara says “19 years before or after” so that 
141 — 19=122 years was also meant by him. He gives how 
in the course of 141 years or 19 years the S'uddhi at the be¬ 
ginning of the year happens to be approximately 21 days. 
In this behalf, he invokes hi3 formulation of the Adhika¬ 
masas in the verse 6 under Pratyabdasfuddhi. As per that 
formula the number of Adhikamasas in 19 years will be 
7-13-37-30 taken by Bhaskara as 7-13-40. In other words 
the S'uddhi increases by 13 ghatis and 33 palas from what 
it was 19 years ago; thus practically the value of the 
S'uddhi recurs in periods of 19 years which means that if a 
Kshayamasa occurred this year, there is a likelihood of its 
recurrence after nineteen years. Of course the recurrence 
would not ba certain because there is an excess of 13 ghatis 
S'uddhi which might preclude its occurrence. Similarly in 
122 years and 141 years the numbers of Adhikamasas would 
be respectively 45 minus 7-15 ghatis and 52 plus 6 ghatis. 
22 palas and 30 Vipalas, the latter being taken by Bhaskara 
to be 52 Adhikamasas plus 6 ghatis and 20 palas. Thus 
Kshayamasas are more and still more likely to recur in 
intervals of 122 years and 141 years respectively, the 
S'uddhis at the beginning of the year almost recurring and 
assuming the original value of 21 days for a KshayamSsa 
to occur. 
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BbSskara a&drbbafc a Kshayamasa occured in 974 S'aka 
i.e* 62 years before his birth which knowledge he must have 
derived from hearsay or even by calculation. He then 
predicted its recurrence in the Saka years 1115, 1256 and 
1378 which were at intervals of 141 years, 141 years and 
122 years respectively. In the year 974 Saka i.e, 4156 
Kali year, applying the above formula Dwidhabdah the 
number of Adhikamasas elapsed from the beginning of the 
Kali were 1531-21-12-52-30 i.e. the S'uddhi at the begin¬ 
ning of that year was 21-12-52-30. This naturally entailed 
the occurence of a Kshayamasa. Thereafter during the 
years 1115, 1256 and 1378, the S'uddhis in the beginning of 
the years should be as per the above analysis 21-12-52-30 
plus 68-22-30 i.e. 21-19-15; 21-25-37-30 and 21-25-37-30 
and 21-18-23 respectively so that Bhaskara could forecast 
the occurrence of the Kshayamasas in those years also. In 
this context it is worth-noting that Ganes'a notified in a 
verse that Kshayamasas would reour in the years 1462, 
1603, 1744, 1885, 2167, 2232, 2373, 2392, 2524, 2533, 2655, 
2674, 1 2796, 2815 according to Surya Siddhanta and accord¬ 
ing to Aryabhtiya during the years 1482,1798, 1904, 2129, 
2186, 2251. These years also may be verified by computing 
the S'uddhis as said before and also with respect to Arya- 
bhatlya according to which the number of AdhimSsas 
during a yuga differs by a little and as such effects a differ¬ 
ence in the sequence of the Kshayamasa years. 

Verse 8. Tell me, how, when and in the course of 
how many years do two Adhikamasas occur as mentioned 
by the Rishis ? Questioned accordingly by an expert in 
questioning, if a mathematician could know the answer, I 
would reckon him as no other than Bhaskara (either the 
Sun-god or he himself i.e. Bhaskaraoharya) who could make 
the lotus-buds of mathematicians blossom. 

Comm, Probably taking up this challenge alone 
Gaijesfa answered the question and gave the years cited 
above which should bring in a recurrence of Kshayamasas, 

11 



N.B. . If does not suffice merely to compute, the S'uddhis 
alone in the beginning of the years but a rigorous compu¬ 
tation necessitates the calculation of the moments of New 
Moons and Samkrantis also during the particular years as 
well, in as much as, the motion of the Moon also comes in¬ 
to the picture and it difiers from month to month on 
aocount of the rapid motion of his apogee. 

Here ends the section named Adhimasadi-nir^aya, 



THE SECTION BH0-PARIDHI-MANAD1KA- 
CIRCUMFERENCE OF THE EARTH 


Verse 1. The circumference of the earth’s globe is 
496? yojanas; its diameter 1581. A yojana is equal to 


dx3*50 w k erQ * g fe j ie ^g erenoe i n latitudes of two 


places on the same terrestrial meridian in degrees, 0 the 
circumference of the earth’s globe given above and d the 
distance between the two places. 


Comm . The second half of the verse gives the method 
of computing the circumference of the earth’s globe, which 
is mathematically correct; for, by the rule of three ‘‘If by 
a difference of 90® in latitude we have £ 0, what shall we 

have for 1° difference in latitude ? ” The answer is — 

360* 

Again “ If by distance of d between two places on the same 
meridian, we have a difference of in latitude, what 
shall we have for 1° difference in latitude ? ’ The answer 

is Both the answers must be the same; so equating 
o<4 

C d 

them, we have — « r-7 = number of yojanas = x 

doO 00 

„ . x d , C d X 330 

say. Hence one yojana = - = §g - 3T0 = QXU 

N.B . Here it must be noted that a yojana’s length is 
derived from the number of yojanas contained in the 
oircumference as reported in the Agama. 


In the course of the commentary under this verse, 
Bhaskara explains why he had recourse to this kind of 
definition, which is based upon Sgama and as such does 
not contain a proof. He says that in as much as the defi- 
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ration of a yojana was given basing ultimately on the units 
of Angulas and yavas (grains of paddy) differently by differ¬ 
ent authorities, and in as much as the circumference of 
the earth’s globe was more or less unanimously accepted, 
he has chosen to define a yojana on the accepted measure 
of the ciroumference. In some other place Bhaskara says 
that a yojana is equal to 4 Krosas, where the word Krosa 
etymologically means that distance through which the 
topmost voice of a healthy person oould be heard by 
another healthy person having good audition. 

In this context it may be recalled how S'ripati defined 
a yojana under verses 69, 70 Madhyamadhyaya of his Sid- 
dhanta S'ekhara. “ The minute speck of dust that is seen 
flying in the light of the Sun’s rays entering a house 
through the windows, is called a paramariu (not an atom as 
is being translated now). Eight such paramanus equal 
one Benu. Eight Benus equal the breadth of the end of a 
hair known as Valagra or Kaccha-mukha or yuka. Eight 
Valagras equal one Liksha; Eight Likshas equal one Yava; 
eight Yavas equal one Angula; twelve Angulas make what is 
called a Yitasti (i.e. the expanded length of a palm of the 
tallest person). Two Vitastis equal one Hasta. Four has- 
tas make one Chapa. Two thousand Chapas make one 
Kros'a and four Kros'as are reported to be equal to a yojaua 
by Astronomers ” 

Verse 2. Bectification of the circumference .ie. find¬ 
ing the length of the circumference of the earth parallel to 
the .terrestrial equator and passing through the locality in 
question. Also the definition of the primary meridian. 

The equatorial circumference of the earth multiplied 
by cos & and divided by B or multiplied by 12 and divided 
by the hypotenuse of the right angled triangle formed by 
,the gnomon and the equinoctial midday shadow thereof, 
(Hereafter called equinoctial hypotenuse) gives the circum¬ 
ference of the earth parallel to the equator and passing 
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through the locality (hereafter called the rectified 
ference). Also the primary terrestrial meridian is that 
longitudinal line passing through the places (1) Lanka (2) 
Ujjain (3) Kurukshetra and (4) the north pole. 


f, 



Comm. (Ref. fig. 4) Let ABO be the terrestrial Equa¬ 
tor, and QST be a circle parallel to this terrestrial equator 
and passing through the locality S. This QST is called the 
rectified circumference of the earth at the place S. The 
terrestrial equator is defined as follows. It is known that 
the earth rotates about herself about the axis P x P 2 where 
P x P a is called the polar axis or Dhruvayashti. In other 
words the entire heavens appear to revolve round the earth 
in such a way that any star will appear to be revolving in 
a circle called its diurnal circle which is parallel to 
circle ABC. The points P* and P, are called the north 
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south pole respectively. These two points evidently do 
not move, though the earth is herself rotating in the 
clockwise direction. If 0 be the centre of the earth, OP x 
produced meets the skies at a point called the north celes¬ 
tial pole and QP a produced meets the skies in the point 
called the south pole. It so happens that the north celes¬ 
tial pole is very near a star which is called the pole star. 
This star is known as the Dhruva-Tara in as much as it does 
not appear to move at all while all the heavens (i.e. all the 
stars of the sky) appear to be revolving round the earth 
rising and setting as seen at any place. (The word Dhruva 
means fixed). Aryabhatacharya mentioned in so mauy 
words that it is the earth that really rotates and so the 
stars which are themselves fixed appear to be going round 
the earth in circles parallel to the circle ABO. sraaft 

f 

H (Explained under verse 7 Bhagapadhyaya). The 
celestial Equator is the great circle which is the circle 
of intersection of a plane perpendicular to the polar axis 
and passing through the earth’s centre with the celestial 
sphere (celestial sphere is the sphere-like surface which shape 
the Sky takes and on which the stars and the planets appear 
to be studded.) Similarly the terrestrial equator ABO is 
the circle of intersection of the earth’s globe with the same 
plane. Thus the terrestrial and the celestial equators are 
concentric coplanar circles with the earth’s centre as the 
common centre. A great circle of a sphere is a circle whose 
plane passes through its centre. Thus ABO is a great circle 
on the earth’s surface, because its plane passes through the 
earth’s centre. Similarly the celestial equator is a great 
circle of the skies. The circle QST is called a small circle, 
just as the diurnal circle traced by any star in its diurnal 
rotation is also a small circle parallel to the celestial equa¬ 
tor. Thu3 small circles, an infinity of them can be drawn 

parallel to the terrestrial equator ABO and they will be in 
decreasing dimension as we proceed towards the pole. 
Hence the Sphutaparidhi or the rectified circumference 
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QST at the locality 8 is a small circle whose oircumferenoe 
is smaller than that of ABC. The problem is now to find 

•the length of this circle QST. Evidently 95? — 5 — L 
«* ^ where r and R are respectively the radii of the two 
circles. But — = Cos# from the triangle OSO', where 

O'iSO - BOA = latitude of the place 8 . QST = 

ABO X Coed) = AB0 X ~ Oos ^ I 

E 

the Hindu cosine of <jJ known as lambajya and stands for 
OSi = O'jS — r. This lambajya is also called Dyujya if 
the small circle is the diurnal circle of a Star. The diurnal 
circle of a Star is called Dyujya-Vritta and its radius is 
called Dyujya-Equation I proves the first statement of the 



verse. In fig. 6 Gn N is called the fundamental gnomonic 
triangle where G-n is the vertical gnomon pointing to the 
Zenith Z of the celestial sphere and is considered to be of 
12 units (Angulas as they are called), GN the midday- 
shadow of the gnomon cast on an equinoctial day when the 



88 


Sun is at'the point Q where Q is the point of intersection 
of the celestial equator with the meridian of the place. If 
the equinoctial shadow be denoted by ‘s’ and the hypo¬ 
tenuse of the triangle nG-N namely nN be denoted by K 
(called the Vishuvatkarna or the equinoctial hypotenuse) 

then 4 = Sin <A and ~ = Coej,. It H Sin <A be the 


Hindu sine of <J called the Akshajya H Sin & — R Sin <£ 
so that 


JB 

K 


H‘Sin <4 , 12 _ HCos<4 _ Lambajya 

R K R Trijya * 

Substituting for ~ 9^—^ the value ~ in equation I 


above, we have 

QST = Sphnta - paridhi = ?^^ndhixj_2 n 

Jtx 

whioh proves the second statement given in the verse, 


Regarding the third statement, which defines the Bhu- 
Madhya-Rekha (In modem text books of geography the 
terrestrial equator is spoken of as the Bbu-Madhya-Rekba. 
The terrestrial equator is called Niraksha-Rekha in Hindu 
Astronomy which means the circle of Zero-latitude), it is 
the primary meridian taken by Hindu Astronomers. In 
modern astronomy the primary meriodian is taken as the 
Greenwich meridian. Bhaskara has given four places locat¬ 
ed on the Hindu primary meridian, but, S'ripati gives many 
more places located on this primary meridian under verse 
96 Madhyamadhyaya namely (1) Lanka (2) Kanyakumari 
(3) Kanchl (4) Pannata (6) the six-faced white mountain 
(6) Sri-Valma-gulmam (7) Mahishmatl (8) Ujjain (9) An 
Asrama (10) Pattasiva, a town (11) Sri Gargarana (12) 
Sthanviswara known also as purohifca (13) S'ltagiri and (14) 
Sumeru. Some of these places cannot be properly identi¬ 
fied but the following remarks may be made (a) Pannata is 
one of the fifty-six small countries into which India was 
divided- in anoient times according to the puranio literature 



(b) It is not clear what places are indicated by (5) and (6) 
cited above (c) In some works Mahishmati and Ujjain are 
• used synonymously. (8) is not clear. Regarding (9) there 
is one pattasdva near Rajahmuadry but S'ri pafci does not 
seem to have meant it. Again (10) is not clear, Regard¬ 
ing (11) it is to be noted that the place is now pronounced 
(probably mis-pronounced) as Sthanes'wara. If (12) means 
the Himalaya mountain, there is not much meaning to say 
that it lies on the primary meridian; only a cross-section 
of it could lie there upon. The entire mountain extends 
from west to East over more than a thousand miles. 

Verse 3. To find the correction known as Des^ntara. 

The distance between two places on the same latitude 
multiplied by the daily motion of a planet and divided by 
the rectified circumference is a correction subtractive in 
the east and additive in the west of the primary meridian 
in the planetary position obtained. 

Comm . In Hindu Astronomy the mean planetary 
positions are first calculated for the Sua-rise at the primiry 
meridian. Now suppose a plaoe lies to the east of this meri¬ 
dian. Then the Sun-rise at the place happens to ocour 
earlier than on the primary meridian. Hence the correc¬ 
tion in the mean oomputed position of the plaaet is nega¬ 
tive if the position were to be calculated for the local Sun¬ 
rise. If the plaoe happens to bo on the western side of the 
primary meridian the reverse holds good i.e. the correction 
is to be additive. The amount of the correction is the 
amount of the motion of the planet in between the two 
Sun-rises. Let the planet move an arc equal to gm per day 
i.e. it moves gm when the earth rotates once about her 
axis. The time between the two Sun-rises above is the 
time by which the local meridian is oarried through the 
diatanoe between the locality and the primary meridian’s 
point of inter-section with the latitudinal line or what 
is the same through the arc of the rectified circumfet' 
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shoe of the earth pertaining to the locality. If d be this 
distance then the rule of three to bs used is u If the 
length of the rectified circumference viz. C rotates by the 
time the planet moves a distance gm, what is the arc 
traversed through by the planet if an arc c d’ of 0 rotates 

d X £) -a 


through f ” The answer is —which is the cor- 

u 

rection required. 

Verses 4, 5, 6. The Correction Des'antara expressed 
in time. 


The eclipse of the Moon occurs at a place situated on 
the east of the primary meridian later than on the primary 
meridian and vice versa. The time in between the two 
moments is the Des'antara expressed in time. The distance 
of Des'antara ie. the distance of the locality from the pri¬ 
mary meridian measured along a parallel to the terrestrial 
equator or Niraksha Rekha is obtained by multiplying the 
rectified circumference by the Des'antara measured as above 
in ghatis and dividing by 60. Also the above time in 
gh&tis multiplied by the planets’ daily motion and divided 
by 60, gives the correction in arc in the computed mean 
planetary motion. 

Further the week-day begins after or before the local 
S$n-rise by that Des'antara expressed in time according as 
the locality is on the east or west of the primary meridian." 
Also the week-day begins after or before the iooal Sunrise 
by the ghatis of the correction known as chara according 
as the Sun is in the northern or Southern hemisphere. 

Comm, An eclipse is first computed for the primary 
meridian. If an observer wants to know whether he lies 
east or west of the primary meridian and to know the 
DetSntara correction in time, the following procedure is to 
be adopted. Let a lunar eclipse begin x ghatis after the 
Sun-rise of the primary meridian. Let the observer note 
the time y ghatis which have elapsed after Sun-rise at his 
own place when the eclipse begins. Since a lunar 



begins simultaneously for any plane of the earth, if y > x, 
then he should know that he lies on the east of the primary 
meridian because his Sun-rise happens to be earlier than 
the Sun-rise on the primary meridian. Also the difference 
y—x gives the Des^antara correction in time for his place. 
The converse is the case if he happens to lie on the western 
side of the primary meridian. The time at which the 
eclipse takes place on the primary meridian after the Sun¬ 
rise there which is obtained by computation is called Drik- 
grabana - Kala; whereas the local time after Sumrise 
observed by the observer is called pragrahana-Kaia. Their 
difference is therefore the Das'antara correction in time. 


If the Des'antara is to be got in yojanas, is the 

answer, where T=y—x and 0 is the rectified circumference 
of the earth, for, if a difference of 60 ghatis be there for C 
yojanas, what should be the distance in yojanas in order 
that the difference is T ff ? The answer is as given above. 


Hence to obtain the positions of the Sun and the 
Moon at the beginning of the eolipse at the locality we 

have to add or subsract as the case may be where 


8m is the daily motion of she Sun or the Moon, and T is 
«y—x cited above, for, “ If in 60 ghatis the motion be 8m, 
what would it be in T ? u is the rule of three for which the 
answer is as stated above. 


Now the question is when the week-day begins for the 
locality. It must be noted clearly, that in Hindu Astro¬ 
nomy the moment of Sun-rise at the primary meridian 
alone is to be reckoned as the beginning of the week-day 
universally. This convention is a lopted for convenience. 
Thus the astronomical week day for any locality does not 
.begin from the Sun-rise of the locality, but may begin 
earlier or later. This difference is given by y — x cited 
above. 
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There is yet another subtlety in the commencement 
of the week-day, arising out of the latitude of the place. 
The former analysis pertains to the longitudinal difference., 
The difference arising out of latitude between the local 
Sun-rise and the Lanka-Sun-rise is given by what is called 
Chara-Kala. Since the week-day begins at Lanka Snn-rise 
and the local Sun-rise differs from the Lanka Sun-rise not 
merely by a longitudinal difference but also by a latitudi¬ 
nal difference, to compute the actual beginning of the 
week-day before or after the local Sun-rise, we have to take 
into account both the differences cited above. In other 
words, computing the local Sun-rise and also the Lanka 
Sun-rise, we have to decide the beginning of the week-day 
before or after the local Sun-rise. 

Verses 7, 8. The correction called Bljakarma for the 
planetary positions. 

The number of years from the beginning of the Kalpa 
divided by 12000, the remainder, or the difference of the 
divisor and the remainder whichever is less is to be divided 
by 200. The quotient in minutes of arc, multiplied by 
8, 5, 5,15, 2 respectively is a negative correction in the 
positions of the Sun, Moon, Jupiter, Venus, and the lunar 
apogee and multiplied by 1, 52, 2 and 4 gives the positive 
correction in the positions of Mars, Meroury, the lunar 
Node and the Saturn respectively. 

Comm. By the phrase ‘ The remainder or the diffe¬ 
rence of the remainder and the divisor *, it is plain that the 
corrections positive or negative inorease for 6000 years and 
decrease for the next 6000 years. Bhaskara gives no reason 
for these corrections, but, we have to construe these correc¬ 
tions on the following rational grounds. Bhaskara, 
however, says that the corrections were accepted by him on 
the basis of Agama. This Agama —stipulation was there 
in Brahma-Sphuta-Siddhanta aad was later incorporated 
by S'ripati also in his Siddhanba-S'ekhara and as such was 



accepted by BhSskara also. However, in Brahma Sohuta 
Siddhanta both as first published as au edition of M. M. 

, Sudhakara Dwivedi and later by the late Ramaswarupa 
S'arma in 1966, the verses 69, 60 of Madhyatnadhikara 
suggest that the corrections are negative in the caie of all 
the planets; whereas both S'ripati and Bhaskara mike them 
positive in the case of the latter four viz. Mars, Meroury, 
the lunar Node and Saturn. By this we have to construe 

that S'ripati and Bhaskara must have had before them a 
text which should have read ‘ ^ ’ in. the place of in the 
last pada of verse 61. M. M. Sadhakara-Dwivedi did not 
notice this anomaly of the positiveness of the correction 
with respect to the latter four, but he remarked, however, 
that there was a prosodial lapse in the last pada of verse 
61, for which he offered a suggestion that instead of ifr?, 
we had better read —-This suggestion, no doubt, rec¬ 
tifies the prosody of the verse, but not the the anomaly 
cited above which was not noticed by M. M. Sudhakara 
Dwivedi. So, we have offered our own suggestion namely 
that in the place of ^ as mentioned above if we read 
we not only rectify the prosodial error but also the anomaly 
referred to. Ramaswarupa S'arma noted the anomaly bat 
did neither refer to the prosodial error nor offer a correc¬ 
tion. It seem3 that Ramaswarnpa S'arma did not verify 
|he corrections stipulated from the verse3 91, 92, 93 of 
Madhyamadhyaya of Siddhanta S'ekhara, In this latter 
work, there is another anomaly namely that in the case of 
Meroury, the number 62 is the multiplier and not 52. 
Makkibhatta, the ancient commentator had before him a 
text which read 62 in the place of 52, in all probability, a 
mistake of the soribe. M. M. Sudhakara Dwivedi is repor¬ 
ted to have later pronounoed that 52 must be the correofc 
figure when this was brought to his notice as thi3 number 
52 was found both in Brahmagupta and Bhaskara. As re¬ 
ported by the editor of Siddhanta S'ekhara Pandit Babuaji 
Miahra, who mentions this latter pronouncement of Sudhar 
kara Dwivedi his teacher, also says that Sudhakara Dwi- 
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vedi suggested She reading fere in She piaoe of fe^f of 
verse 93 of Siddhanta S'ekhara. The fact that; Makkibhatta 
commented as fefen?2a? shows that he did 

not; consult; Brahmasphuta Siddhanta in this place; also, 
he must have had a manuscript before him which scribed 
fee? in the place of Using $t 5 T, indiscretely 

is not uncommon in many books of North India, from a 
long time and the scribe of the manuscript probably having 
used in the place of and then by an oversight a 
latter scribe having inverted ec as ce, Makkibhatta mast 
have commented like that. 

Incidentally a remark may be made here about Makki¬ 
bhatta. He was evidently a keralite because he used letters 
to signify numbers as was a common practice among the 
Kerala Astronomers, and as he also commented upon Bribad- 
Bhaskarlya. Further, it is interesting to note that he 
wrote in his commentary under verse 39 of the Sauhana- 
dhyaya of Siddhanta S'ekbara viz. l * 
srwftr fferfsr arfer ”, {< etc”. This 

idea shows that he accepted Aryabhata’s verse “ 3*33^7 7%: 
etc ” implying that the earth is rotating. 

Bhaskara says that the Blja correction mentioned was 
purely based on Agama and Upalabdhi (meaning authority 
and observation’). M, M. Sudhakara Bwivedi seems to 
have reiterated the same as reported by Babuaji Mtshra, in 
a foot-note. Kamalakara, condemned this Bijakarma as 
it was unwarranted and had no proof. 

A rational explanation as to why this Blja Karma was 
prescribed either by Brahmagupta himself or some autho¬ 
rity which he seems to have accepted may be given as 
follows. The small differences in the numbers of sidereal 
revolutions or what is the same the minute differences in 
the accepted daily motions of the planets and the assump¬ 
tion of a conjunction of all the planets and planetary 
points at the beginning of Kaipa, which is'beyond proof, 
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resulted in a difference between the computed planetary, 
positions and their observed positions. So, the originator 
«of this Bija-Samskara, noting the differences in his own 
time devised a formula, which could account for those 
differences. But this formulation was bound to go wrong in 
later times as long as the daily motions are not corrected 
to the minutest extent possible and as long as the funda¬ 
mental basis of the conjunction of all the p!aaets and pla¬ 
netary points is not proved. This seems to be the reason 
why so may texts were written incorporating small diffe¬ 
rences in different times a? reported by Ganes'a (1507 A.D.) 
in his work Brihat-Tithi-Ohintamani in the words “ The 
calculations of planetary positions according to the 
methods indicated by Brahma, Vaushtha and Kasyapa 
Siddhantas held good in their own times, but grew obsolete 
later; Then Maya, the demon at the end of Krita obtained 
the science from the Sun God, which again grew obsolete 
in this Kaliyuga wherein paras'ara began to hold the ground 
for a good length of time. Then Aryabhata rectified the 
methods; when even those methods grew obsolete, Durga- 
Simha, Varaha Mihira and others set them right. Again 
Brahmagupta came into the picture to rectify the methods 
by his own observations. Then Game Kes'ava (Gane^a’a 
father) who rectified further. After a lapse of sixty years, 
his son Ganes'a has now to correct the Science, If this 
£lso grows obsolete (as it is bound to) in oourse of time, let 
others again rectify it by observing conjunctions of the 
Moon and planets with the asterisms.” 

Obsoleteness arises out of two contexts, one a justify 
able situation and the other based upon a wrong premise, 
The first i3 as follows. Suppose as a first approximation 
we take the length of an year as 365 days. We will hare 
committed an error nearly i of a day, so that the error 
secures to a day in 4 years. Thus the convention of the 
leap year arose so that during four years we give a day 
more to February. Here again we have overestimated the. 
error by nearly *$?ybh of a day. Hence in 400 years the 



above correction leads to an error of a day. So, it is 
that we pronounced that out of the years 20CO, 2100, 
2200, 2300 A.D., the year 2000 A.D. alone is a leap year, 
and not the remaining, the convention being that the 
number of the century, here 20, must be also a multiple 
of four. On this back-ground, suppose we prepare a 
manual called a Karana grantha taking the length of the 
year to be 365’25 days. It works alright for some time 
but in the course of 400 years the error will have reached 
to as much as one day. Thus a manual like the above 
works only for a short time and the approximation made 
gradually brings in a divergence on account of which such 
a manual grows obsolete. That is why one Narasimha who 
happened to prepare a manual in 1333 Saka year (1411AD) 
opens his work with the words ** 

|[5Ksp<rrT> crfeq; 

fifing i.e. “In as much 

as a manual named Tithi-Cakra prepared by one Mallikar- 
juna Suri long ago, based upon the Suryasiddhanta has now 
diverged far from the Suryasiddhanta (on account of the 
approximations made transcending the limits of negligibi¬ 
lity) I, the son of one Singaya belonging to a place named 
Nau*puri (probably Vada-palle of the East Godavary Dt.) 
am rectifying it and bringing it to accord with the Sarya 
Siddhanta again.” 

This kind of obsoleteness arising out of inevitable ap¬ 
proximations that have to be made in the preparation of 
manuals is permissible. But Suppose the premise of the 
manuals itself is incorrect, then the rectification of the 
manuals is no good so long as the data given in the pre¬ 
mise are not corrected. There are two fundamental 
defects in the ancient works according to a modern analysis 
namely (1) The Supposition that all the planets were in 
conjunction at the Zero-point of the Zodiac in the beginn¬ 
ing of a Mahayuga (2 j Small variations in the constants 
Uke the daily motion of the planets and the like. Accord¬ 
ing to the modern interpreters of Hindu Astronomy the 
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first premise was not correct. According to them, some 
astronomers having observed the daily motions of the piar 
# nets or what is the same the sidereal periods of the planets 
to a sufficiently good approximation calculated back or 
extrapolated a date on which these planets should have 
teen in conjunction at the Zero-point of the Zodiac. The 
extra-pointed date was naturally wrong to some extent be¬ 
cause the sidereal periods found could not but be correct 
only to a particular degree of approximation. Thus a little 
alteration in the number of sidereal revolutions alone or 
the number of days in a Mahayuga made to suit the obier- 
ved positions at a particular epoch would be only a tinker¬ 
ing of the problem and not a true solution. Thus Hindu 
Astronomy could be saved and its methods could still be 
followed provided instead of trying to presume a date at 
which all tbe planets were iu ooajuuotion (Ho doubt in the 
long bosom of time, such a presumption also could not be 
ruled out) correctly observed positions of the plauets by the 
help of modern instruments were taken as the basis of an 
epoch and thereafter using more correct values of the 
constants such as the sidereal revolutions, maximum equa¬ 
tions of centre and maximum S'fghraphala, obliquity of the 
eoliptio eto. The second defect cited above thus being 
removed, aud the original premise being ohanged, the 
methods of calculation still hold good and there would b9 
?to necessity to be going on with tinkerings of the problem. 

The Blja-correction which we are commenting upon 
wa3 rightly criticised by Kamalakara as irrational though he 
himself fanatically tried to uphold Surya Siddhluta. ISven 
today there are a good number of the traiitional Hmda 
Astronomers who do hold that the Surya Siddhanta was 
revealed to Maya at th9 eud of Kritayuga in spite of the 
fact that scholars like M. M. Sudhakara Dwivedi pronoun- 
oed that it was an extra-polated work shortly after the time 
Of Brahma-Guptacharj a. It is interesting to note that 

Bhaskara, a very rational astronomer, had before him 
the verse “faracSE^f git arar iftaiset” of the 

13 
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-gSrya SiddhSnta (verse 9 ch. 3). He did not give it the 
•interpretation that vas later put upon it through the 
•two. subsequent lines ‘‘fatfr ” etc., which lines were 
not there evidently in Bhaskara’s time. Without these 
two latter lines the rate of precession was too small to be 
accepted by Bhaskara and so he chose to follow Munjala 
rather than the Surya Siddkaafca. Our Traditional astro* 
nomers today have no reservation to accept the greatness 
of Bhaskara and worship him though they do not question 
what necessity Bhaskara had to write another treatise and 
that too basing it upon the Agama accepted by Brahma¬ 
gupta and not Surya Siddbanta, when there existed Surya 
Siddhanta before him and from which he had no objection 
to quote verses like ‘‘ W sKicttS etc. (verse I 

oh. 2.) 

The Bija*correction first incorporated by Brahma¬ 
gupta and later followed by a good number of astronomers 
because S'ripati and Bhaskara accepted it, will not be accep¬ 
table to modern astronomers, though it might have worked 
well at the time of Brahmagupta and for soma years later. 
The reason is that it is construed only as a tinkering of the 
defect as explained before. 

It is also to be noted that the originator of this Bijv 
correction did not make it seoniar i.e. valid for all time 
increasing without a limit, for, then, the respective 
Corrections transcend all limits and render the corrections 
meaningless. So, he said that the corrections would be 
increasing for 6000 years and thereafter begin to decrease 
to nothing. They were Zero at the beginning of the Kali 
because all the yugas are multiples of 12000 years. Also 
the maximum correction is in the case of Mercury 

X 52=1560'= 26°. Let us see how far this is justifi. 
able. The daily mean motion of Mercury as given by 
ghaskara is 4 —5 — 32 — lb — 28 whereas as per modern 
|stronomy it is 4°-5'-37}' approxly. So there is a post 
ive error of 6"f § which will accrue to IS' - 35" in 



course of 200 years. But as per the Blja-oorrection it 
should be 52’. Hence it is a foes that there is a positive 
^rror but not so much as indicated. But it must be noted 
that Mercury’s orbit has the highest eccentricity of as 
much as .2, and the observer who stipulated the correction 
must have observed when M;rcury was near-its- perihelion, 
where the error could have been as much as indicated and 
even more. Similarly on close analysis it could be proved 
that the Bija-correcbion should have been as indicated, 
say, roughly about 3300 Kali era, which might be roughly 
the date of its stipulation. 

Verses 9, 10. Concluding verses of the Madhyadhikara. 

If the work is made more voluminous by describing 
various methods which are easy and interesting to un¬ 
intelligent people, learned men look down upon such a work 
as indulging-i-a unnecessary verbosity. Hence the volume 
of a work does not add to its greatness; So I have made my 
work neither voluminous nor brief-worded. The reason is 
that both the intelligent as well as the unintelligent people 
are to be enlightened. 

Bor the sake of clarity of exposition, different ingeni¬ 
ous methods being used in such a way that the work does 
not exceed the normal limits of the previous works, and in 
corporating as far as possible unit numerators, fractions 
having numerators and denominators mutually prime, using 
methods of interpolation and redaction, miking use of 
different kinds of denominators and numerators in many 
ways, this kind of treatment must be given to a work of 
this nature by an intelligent man. 

Comm . Easy. 

Before we proceed to the next chapter, we shall add 
here tables of astronomical constants as given by different 
authorities, which will help comparison and appreciation of 
the work. 
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SPASTADHIKARA - RECTIFICATION 
OF PLANETS 


Introduction, In the Bhagauadbyaya section of the 
previous chapter Bhaskara gave under the Caption Bhag.v 
rtopapatfci his proofs as to how the ancient is might have 
obtained the number erf sidereal revolutions of the~pianet8 
and the planetary points called apogees or apheiia and 
Nodes. But in trying to give those proofs, he was aware 
and he confessed also in so many words that some of his 
proofs at lea it were obsessed by what is called Itargta* 
ras'raya-Dosa i.e. “answer bagging the question” It is 
worth-hearing his words in his commentary under verses 
1-6 of the section cited above—“ That the planets, and the 
planetary points perform so many revolutions in a Kalpa, 
is essentially conveyed by the Agama i.e. the S'astra (which 
is to be taken on faith). That Agama, got diversified i.e. 
there are many versions of that Science, clue to the defacts 
of scribes, the teachers and the students and due to a long 
lapse of time from the originators of the Agama. That 
being so, the question arises as to which of the versions is 
to be trusted as the right authority. If it be said so, in 
mithfmanes only an agama which oould be proved also 
should be taken as authority. Such a number of revolu¬ 
tions as are obtained by proof, is to be accepted. Even 
that cou ! d not be (a proof); for, a great scholar oould j isfe 
understand the proof aid by that proof alone, it is not 
possible to know the exact number of revolutions (in a 
kalpa), for, a man's longevity is not much. In the proof 
that could possibly be given, the planet’s position is to be 
observed and noted every day, during the entire course of 
its revolution. Thus Saturn Completes its sidereal re¬ 
volution in about 3) years. The apogee of the Sun aid the 
apheiia of the planets have their revolutions running into 
hundreds of years. Hence the observation of one complete 
revolution (of suoh a planetary point) is beyond the oapa- 
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city .of a mortal. Hence great astronomers accept such an 
agama as;;would give results which accord with observations 
during their times, and such a one as was formerly accepted 

by a very intelligent astronomer. Then they produce their 
own works exhibiting their own Skill in the Science and 
refuting wrong notions of others. Their idea is ‘ Let the 
Agama we take as an authority he whatever it would be 
Let us show our own skill in the course of our work-’.; just 
as in this work, the agama accepted by Brahmagupta is 
taken on faith as the authority. Then it might be argued 
“ Better not attempt at trying to prove how the numbers 
of sidereal revolutions were arrived at. Even if a proof be 
attempted, that proof would be obsessed by the ‘ Itaretara- 
drayadosa ’ (cited above). Nevertheless we shall give* a 
brief proof, “ That ‘ itaretaras'rayadosa * is apparently a 
dosa i,e. an apparent defect; for, different proofs could 
not be adduced simultaneously. The proof will now be 
given”. 

N.' ' ... t f" 

-These words indicate that even such a highly rational 
and supremely intelligent astronomer like Bhaskara could 
not set aside his faith in our agama and attempt at a pure 
and rigorous proof, which would not invoke the agama-Let 
us see where in his proof he does commit the so-called 
itargtaras'rayadosa and where he invokes the agama. 
Also we shall try to "construct a proof, of course iso a good 
extent on the lines on which'Bhaskara tries to give his 
proof, ..but at the same we shall not invoke the agama. 
where he dpes, but try to proceed purely on a rational basis. 
We shall take up the proof under verse 18, in its appropriate 
context. We shall now proceed with the text upto that 
-point, wh|cli gives a brief sketch of the Hindn trigono- 

a«sfay,.\ - 



Verse 1. In as muoh as true positions of the planets 
alone are required to decide auspicious moment; for 
journeys, marriages, celebrations pertaining to temples, 
astrology and the like, we shall now give the methods of 
rectifying the mean positions of the planets so as to accord 
with their observed positions. 

Comm. Clear. 

Verse 2-9. Obtaining the sines of the angles and 
tabulation of the sines. 

The planet deflected to the true position from the 
mean lies at the end of a half-chord (which is the Hindu 
sine of an angle) so that many processes pertaining to a 
planet are carried through Sines of angles; hence the 
word half-chord alone is connoted in this work wherever 
the word Jya meaning a ohord is used. 

The lengths of these ha If-chords (or the Hindu Sines) 
for angles increasing from 0° to 90° at intervals of 3f° are 
as follows—225", 449', 671, 890, 1105, 1315, 1520, 1719, 
1910, 2093, 2267, 2431, 2585, 2728, 2859, 2977, 3084, 3177, 
3256, 3321, 3372, 3409, 3431, 3438. The ut-kramajyais ox 
the Hindu versed-sines are respectively 7, 29, 66, 117,182, 
261, 354, 461, 579, 710, 853, 1007, 1171, 1345, 1528, 1719, 
1918, 2123, 2333, 2548, 2767, 2989, 3213, 3438. 

The word TribhajyS or Trijya is half-diameter. The 
word jya khandas used by pandits connote the differences 
between successive sineB. 

Comm . There is a difference between modem trigono¬ 
metrical sines and the Hindu sines as detailed below (Ref. 
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fig. 6 overleaf). Let (0) be a circle i.e. a circle with centre 
1 0 ’. Let AB be an arc called ‘ Chapa let BC be drawn 
perpendicular on OA; then BC is half of the full chord 
BD (known as jya). The half-chord Ardha-jya is itself 
spoken of as jy5 for convenience and is the Hindu-sine of 
the arc or chapa AB. In Hindu trigonometry 1 angle * is 
connoted by the arc corresponding to it and as such spoken 
of as chapa, OC is spoken of as the Hindu-cosine or Koti- 
*jya and CA is called the ut-kramajya or the Versed-sine. 
The radius 0 B is called trijya and let us connote it by R. 
To differentiate between the modern terms and the Hindu 
terms, we use the words H. Sine, H. Cosine, H. vers-sine 
for the Hindu sine, the Hindu cosine and the Hindu vers- 
sine respectively. Also the radius R is generally taken to 
be 3438' which, we know to be the approximately the 
minutes in a radian. To talk of a length in minutes ap¬ 
pears rather odd but no oonfusion need be there, for, an arc 
of length R subtends 3438' at the centre. It is called Trijya 
for the reason that it is the H. sine of 3 Rasis or 90°, 
A Rasi is equal to 30° because the ecliptio circle of 860° 
is divided into 12 Rasis Mesha, Vrishabha etc. meaning 
14 
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Aries, Taurus efco. The names of the Basis in Sanskrit 
and the modern English words we use for them have fehe 
same meaning, which raised a suspicion in the minds of 
many orientalists that fehe Hindu Astronomy drew upon 
the Greek, Many scholars of India assert that fehe Greeks 
derived this knowledge from fehe ancient Hindus; bufe we 
shall not enter into the controversy here. It may be noted 
also that fehe Sanskrit names of week-days have the same 
meaning as Sunday, Monday etc. 

On the basis of taking trijya equal to 3438', fehe other 
H. sines or half-chords are also expressed in minutes. 
Generally twenty-four H. Sines are given in a quadrant 
and to obtain the H. sine of an angle intermediate, a for¬ 
mula for interpolation also is given. Also fehe method of 
calculating fehe H. sines for every degree is given, as we shall 
see shortly. In the table of 24 H. sines, the first is H. sine 
3°-45' or H. sine 225' aud this is approximately taken 

as 225' because in fig. 6 if A0B=3 o -45', the H. sine BC 
will be almost equal to the arc AB. The H. Vers-sines 
are also given to get fehe corresponding H. Cosines easily, 
for, H. Vers sine 3°-45 = R— H. C 03 3°-45 — 7' means 
H. Cosine 3°-45'=3431=H. sine (90°-3i°)==H 38 where we 
use the notation H r to mean the rfeh H. Bine. 

Now we propose to give here some essential formulae 
used by fehe Hindu astronomers, as given in fehe goladhyaya 
by Bhaskara under the caption jyotpafefci-krama. Inciden¬ 
tally it may be noted that H. sine 0 = R sine 0 where sine 0 
is the modern sine of the angle Similarly H. Cos Q=R 
Cos 0 and H vers 0 = B vers 0. Thus when we have an equ¬ 
ation of the type. Sin g = Sin <i Cos z + Cos <£ sin z sin a 
in modern astronomy arising out of the famous spherical 
triangle PZS where P is the Celestial Pole, Z the Zenith 
and S the position of the Sun or a Star, the Correspond¬ 
ing Hindu formula would be R 2 H Sin g RH Sin £ 
H cos Z 4* H cos <£ H sin Z H sin a. Occasionally the 
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radius is taken to be 120, and the corresponding H sines 
are called Laghu-jyas or simpler H sines used where great 
accuracy is not required. Sripafci took the radius to be 
3270 units in addition to 120 as did Brahmagupta, Munjala 
took 488' and some others some other values also. Out of 
these 3438' alone has a right significance (Vateswara took 
3272) 

Bhaskara says under versss 1 to 5 under Jyotpatti- 
VSsana in the Goladhyaya that the Hindu astronomers got 
the values of the main H sines of 30°, 45°, 60°, 18° and 36° 
by inscribing regular polygons in a circle. They are 
called the pancha-jyakas or the fundamental H sines. 
From these the others were calculated according to the 
methods given by Bhaskara as follows. 

To start with, we have the fundamental formula 

H sin 2 04H cos 2 0 = R a (from fig-6) I 

In addition to this formula, Bhaskara gives another 
formula (verse 10 } 11 Ibid) H Sin 0/2 

0 -f H vers 2 0 = 

In the commentary under the above verses, he has given 
the method by which II was obtained (Ref. fig, 7) BM = 

X\ 

H sin 0 where A0B = 0 ; also AM = H vers 0 and AB 2 = 
AM 2 + MB 2 . Let N be the mid-point of AB. 

== AN = H sin 0/2 
H sin 0/2 — iAB = l /AM 2 4 M 

- | n/H sin 2 0 4 H vers 2 0 which 
proves the first part of II. Again from the right—angled 
triangle ABC, AB 2 = AM- AG = H vers 0 X 2R 

=-| ^/2RHvers 
which proves the second part. 
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In the Commentary under verses 1—25 ibid, Bh5skara 
tells us how formulae I and II are used to construct the 
table of 24 H sines. To start with, the four H sines of 30°, 
45°, 60° and 90° which may be denoted by the symbol Hr 
where r = 8, 12, 16 and 24, are known. Now using the 
formula II, H 4 is obtained from H 5 , H 2 from H* and H_ 
from H 3 . Similarly from H lfi , H 6 and H s are successively 
obtained. Now using formula I, H,*,, H ag . H^, H 18 . H ai are 
obtained respectively from H 4 , H a? E u H 0 and H s . Now 
again from H, 0 , H 22j H 18} we obtain using formula II Hjo, and 
H 5 , H u , H a respectively. Formula I gives again H 14 , H 19 , H 18f 
Hu from the above. E u gives H 7 and H 7 gives H 17 using 
formula II and I respectively. Thus the table is Completed. 

Then Bhaskara poses the problem as to how a table of 
the H sines could be computed when a quadrant is divided 
into 30 equal parts. He says that formula I and II do not 
suffice in this behalf and shows how they do not, as follows 
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in the same commentary cited above. To start with, the 
H sines of 18°, 30°, 36°, 45°, 54°, 60° are known. They are 
# respectively H e , H 10s H ia , H 16) H I6 , H 20 . Also H*, i.e. H sin 
*90° *= B is also known. Formulae I and II will help us to 
derive, 

from H 6) H 8 and from H s , H a7 ; also from H 6 , we derive 
H 

From H 10 , H s and from H 5> H 25 and again 

from H la< H 9 and from H 9 , H al are derived. 

The remaining H sines sixteen in number cannot be got 
from either of the formulae. 

To meet the situation Bhaskara gives other formulae 
of his own discovery as he says “ ” 

i.e, “ I shall tell something more than this. These formulae 
he gives in the verses 12 to 15. They are 

Sin /90 ± x\ __ /R a + R H Sin x 


sin x +H sin y) a -f (Hcosx—Hoos jf IV 

/ (H Coa x — H Sin xf = H Sin (45 _ x ) V 

R _ 2 H si P!_ x = H Sin (90 - 2x) VI 

B 

These formulae correspond to the modern formulae 


__ ^/ (Sin x + Sin y) a + (Oos x ~~ Q° 8 y) 8 

(Cos x - Sin x) 2 ^ gin ( 45 _ x ) 

2 

1—2 Sin 2 x = Cos 2x respectively 
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These formulae imply a knowledge of the expansion of 
Sin (x + y) which is given in verses 21 , 22 in the form 

H Sin (x + y) = H Sia s H Cos y ± HCosx HSin y 

The formula H Cos (x + y) is got from YII by putting 
90 — (x + y) for x + y. 

To construct the remaining sixteen H Sines Bhaskara 
directs us to use his formula IV wherein taking x = 27°, 
and y = 15°, we have H 2 which gives H 28 . From we 
have H u , H 7 and Hi from H. 2 . Then H 16) H 23 and H 29 are 
got from H 14 , H 7j and Hj respectively. From H 16 again we 
have H s , and H 4 which in turn give give H aa and H 25 . H a6 
gives H 13 which in turn gives H 17 . • H 23 similarly gives H 1]L 
which in turn gives H la . Thus the table is complete. 

Verses 16 to 20 . {Ibid.) give us the method of con¬ 
structing the table of 90 H sines in a quadrant, through 
the formula H Sin (x ± 1 )° = 


This formula is got evidently by interpolating from his 
knowledge of H Sin 3° and H Sin 8 f°. He also gives 
that H Sin o°| is more correctly equal to 224', 61". 
In the table of 24 H Sines, he gives the formula 

H r+1 = Hr (1 - + H Cos x r X which oould be 

similarly got by interpolation. 

The determination of H Sin (A+B) from H Sin A, 
H Sin B, H Cos A, H Cos B is called Samasa-Bhavana 
and that of H Sin (A —B) is called Antara-Bhavana, 
whereas computation of H Sin 2 A from H Sin A and 
H Cos A is called Tulyabhavana. The word Vajrabhyasa 
is used for £ Cross-multiplication ’ in this context. 

We shall now prove how the formula for H Sin (x-fl)° 
led Bhaskara to arrive at the differential formula 
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g (Sin x) = Cos x gx. Since H Sin (x+l)° — H Sin x + 
— ~-- s -- s x j jjgJ i approximately, H Sin (x + 1)° - 

» R 

H Sin x° — H Cos x X = H Cos x X a constant. 


Hence Bhaskara could see that the variation in the 
function H Sin x is proportional to H Cos x, Let it be now 
required to find the increment in H Sin x for an increment 
gx in x where gx < 60'. Let H Sin (x+l)°—H Sin x = 

- Q X -* = y where y is called the Bhogya-Khanda. 
R 

Then Bhaskara argues “ If for an increment of 60', there 
is an increment of y, what shall we have for gx 


The answer is 


ygx 60 X H Cos x gx H Cos x gx. 

* X 


60 


R 


60 


R 


Hence H Sin (x + gx) - H Sin x = g (H Sin x) = 

H Cos x X which corresponds to g (Sin x) = Cos x gx. 

R 

Bhaskara is thus the first mathematician to have perceived 
this differential formula 500 years before Newton and 

i 

Leibnitz. 


In the context of the preparation of the table of 24 
H Sines which was there in Aryabhatiya as well as Surya- 
siddhanta, we have to offer the following remarks. 
The method of the construction of this table was the 
subject-matter of some study by S. N. Naraharayya and 
A. A. Krishnaswami Ayyangar 1 . In this study it was 
supposed that the method was based on finite differences 
according to the verses of the Suryasiddhanta 15 and 16 
of chapter II. The articles referred to reveal the difficulty 
in constructing the sine-table following this method. 
Some subsidiary corrections in the verse “ trafirwra farcnrrar 


1. S. N. Naraharayya—Journal of Indian Math. Society, Vo!. XI—First 
Series Pages 105-113. 

2. A. A. Krishnaswami Ayyangar—J. I. M. S„ Vol XV—First Series 
Pages 121-126. 
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quoted 

from the Brahma Siddhanta by Ranganatha in his com¬ 
mentary of Sfiryasiddhanta were alluded to in the articles 
cited but no satisfactory mathematical explanations were 
given by them. We shall give hereunder a satisfactory 
explanation of the matter discussed in the articles. 

In the first place it may be noted that in the table of 
those 24 H sines, the sixteenth as given by Bhaskara 
namely 2977 is more correct than that given in the Surya- 
siddhanta namely 2978 (Lakshmi Venkateswara press edi¬ 
tion 1956 Bombay). 

In the course of the Commentary under the verses 15 > 
16 of the Suryasiddhanta, Ranganatha gives the hint which 
must have been at the back of the mind of the author of 
the Suryasidhhanta when he gave the rule to construct the 

table cited. Just as B (H Sin 0) = Similarly 

the formula B (H Cos 0) — —must have 

Jew 

been known to the author. The negative sign means that 
the successive differences of the H sines namely 225, 224, 
222, 219 etc. are decreasing and also that the successive 
differences of these differences are increasing according to 
the H sine. Just as Bhaskara could see that the H sines 
were increasing and the successive differences of the 
H sines were in KotijyanupSta i.e. in direct ratio to the 
H Cosine at their respective place, similarly, the author of 
the Sfiryasiddhanta could see that the second differences 
cited above were in Kramajyanupata as hinted by Ranga¬ 
natha. 

From the formula g = ~ H sia J 8 9‘ 

\ B / R“ 

putting Q = 90°, we have the seoond difference numerically 



118 


R 


X 


* 14' - 43" — 30" 


# Ranganatha made a mistake in taking this to be 

= 15' — 16" — 48'" — Even is approximate 

and a more correct value of the second difference would be 
14’ — 47’’ approximately. Ranganatha then argues that 
taking this second difference to be 15 for the H sine 3438 
‘ what will it be for the H sine 225' ? ’ The answer would 
be 15 X 225 __ 15 X 25 __ 375 _ r 
3438 382 332 


So, the second difference in the beginning of the table 

r 225 

happens to be 1' ie —. This led the author of the Surya 

la a D 

siddhanta to use the words “ *\ This being 

an approximate formulation, naturally necessitated a second 
formulation where the approximation led to an error of 1* 
through the verse “ fsRn's* etc.” This second 

formulation intended to make a correction, was done in 
the wake of a correct calculation through the formulae I 
& II which were known even prior to Bhaskara. 


Verses 10, 11. To find the H sine of an intermediate 
angle. Suppose it is required to find the H sine of an 
• angle 0° ie 0 X 60'. Divide this by 225; the quotient 

gives the previous H sine. Then where R is the 

remainder, and D the difference between the previous and 
next H sines, added to the previous H sine gives the H sine 
required. 


Comm. The formula is evidently based on an applica¬ 
tion of rule of three. 


Verse 11. To find the angle when the H sine is given 
Suppose the H sine of an angle is given to be x\ Subtract 
the greatest H sine that could be subtracted from this, 
16 
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Suppose tjbe H sine of 0° could be subtracted. Let the 

remainder be r. Then r 3 — where D is the difference 

D 

between the previous and next H sines, added to 0 gives 
the angle corresponding to x'. 

Comm, Evidently this is the converse of the previous 
process and this also is based on Rule of three.’ 

Verses 12 —15. The H sine of the obliquity of the 
ecliptic taken to be 24° is 1397. Now, the successive diffe¬ 
rences of the H sines will be given (on the basis of taking 
R = 120) which are known as Laghu-JySs intended for 
ease in Computations, namely 21, 20, 19, 17,15,12, 9, 5, 2. 
These are given for intervals of 10°, so that if it be required 
to find the H sine of x°, let q be the quotient and r the 
remainder when x is divided by 10. q gvies the number 

if x T) 

of the previous H sine. Then ——— where D is the next 

difference or jyakhanda as it is called, added to the previous 
H sine gives the required H sine. In this table the H sine 
of 24° is 48' — 45". Also the H versines in this table are 
got by the reverse differences. To get the angle 0° for a 
given H sine say x' subtract the sum of as many differences 
(Jya—Khandas) as could be from x. Let the remainder 

be r. Then r -~-i5 where D is the next jya—Khanda 

added to the previous angle upto which the jyakhandas 
have been subtracted, gives the required angle. The H sine 
will be more accurate if the Bhogya-Khanda or the next 
H sine—difference is rectified (as per the rule of interpola¬ 
tion next given). 

Comm. H vers 0 = R—H Cos 0 = R—H sin (90—0) 
so that H verse 3J° = 3438-H sin (86J°) = 3438-3431=-7 
as given in the previons table. Similarly in the above table 
of Laghu-Jyas, H vers 10° * R — H cos 10° = 120 — H 
sin 80° — 120 — (21 4- 20 + 19 -f ... 4* 5) = 2 so that the 
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above differences in the reverse order give the H versines. 
The rest of the contents of the verses is simple, the prooes- 
, ses being based on the * Rule of three 

Verse 16. Rectification of the next H sine difference 
known as Bhogya—Khanda. 

The difference of the previous and the following H 
sine —differences being multiplied by the remaining degrees 
and divided by 20, the result is subtracted from the arith¬ 
metic mean of the previous and following H sine-differences 
to give the rectified H sine—difference, in question. 

Comm . This is a formula for interpolation which 

agrees with the interpolation formula given by Ball in his 

spherical astronomy on page 18 in the form y == yo + ~ 

h 

(Yi ““ yo) + (y 8 — 2yj -F yo). This formula is 

a re*statement of the formula enunciated by Brahmagupta 
in his work Brahma Sphuta Siddhanta as well as U&tara- 
Khandakhadya in the form “ 

SJ&rRftrcisar.S agfaf® gifa wherein in 

the place of ten-degree-interval, a fifteen-degree-intervai 
ie 900'-interval was taken. Rule of three is a linear for¬ 
mula of interpolation, whereas the above is a quadratic 
formula reflecting much credit on the mathematical genius 
of Brahmagupta. 

We shall now see how the formula is applied and what 
mathematical significance it has. Suppose it is required to 
find the H sine of 24° from the previous table of H sine — 
differences given for intervals of 10° — from the table H 
sin 10° = 21, H sine 20 = 41, H sine 33 = 60 where R is 
taken to be 120. Now to find H sin 24°, we are asked to 
rectify the next H sine—difference namely 19', where the 
table is 21, 20, 19 etc. As a first approximation, applying 
rule of three H sin 24° - 41 + & X 19=43*6»4d'~36", 
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This is a crude approximation, the actual value being 
48' — 48* —14"'. Application of ride of three is justified 
if the H sine-differences are uniform, but they are not so ? 
being in a decreasing order. So, the following H sine — 
difference namely 19’ is to be rectified so a3 to be applicable 
at 24°. In other words we have to take such a H sine- 
difference which will hold good at 24°, not at 20° or 30° — 
from 10° to 20°, the H. S. d. (H Sine —difference) is 20’, 
and from 20° to 30° it is 19’. If that be so what will be 
exactly at 24° ? If should be less than 20' and greater 
than 19’. Now the argument advanced by Bhaskara is that 
the H Sine —difference at the mid-point of the 2nd and 3rd 

90 _i_ 1 Q 

differences namely 20 and 19 should be —-—-- = 19*5. 

A 

The H sine —difference at the end of the third interval is 
19. Then by the rule of three 4 If there is a decrease of 
19*5 — 19 = *5, during the course of the 10° of the third 
interval, what should the difference be for 4° ? (where we 

have to find the H sine at 24°) The result is ~X *5— 

10 20 

which is given by the words “ 

«T<sre^”. This decrease makes the H sine- 
difference at 24°, 19'5 — — 19*3 at 24°—Now the argu¬ 

ment to find the H sins at 24° is * If for an interval of 10°, 
the H sine—difference is 19’3, what should it be for 4° ? 1 
The answer is T %X19’3=7*72. Hence the H sine of 24° is 
21+20+7*72—48*72=48' - 43" - 12'" which is nearer the 
truth 48' - 48" - 14"' than what was obtained by the crude 
rule of three namely 48' - 36". 

Here we have to explain Bhaskara’s words more elabo¬ 
rately, because, Kamaiakara happened to criticise Bhas¬ 
kara’s words in this context. Bhaskara Says “ The H sine 
difference at the end of an interval is the arithmetic mean 
of the preceding and succeeding differences, whereas the 
succeeding one is that which holds good at end of the suc¬ 
ceeding. In between, we have to apply the rule of three to 
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obtain the rectified difference.” What Bfaaskara means is 
this. At the end of an interval, to obtain the H sine, it is 
enough to add the H sine difference belonging to that inter¬ 
val to the preceding differences. But when it is required 
to find the H sine in the interior of an interval, we have to 
construe that the difference at the end of the previous inter¬ 
val is the arithmetic mean of the previous and succeeding 
differences. There is apparently a self-contradiction in 
Bhaskara’s words; for, at the end of the interval, according 
to his own words, the difference is that belonging to the 
previous interval and not the arithmetic mean as postula¬ 
ted. The contradiction will not be there when we read 
Bbaskara's mind that he means “ When we require to find 
the H sine in the interior of an interval only, the difference 
at the beginning of that interval is to be taken as the arith¬ 
metic mean of the previous and the currant differences, and 
that at the end of the interval the current difference holds 
good.” 

The truth of Bhaskara’s statement could be seen 
analytically as follows. The arithmetic mean of the prece¬ 
ding and succeeding H sine differences is (The context is to 
rectify the third H sine difference namely 19, for, we were 

finding the H sine of 21°) ^ A— . 9 (Bef fig. 8) where OA, 

% 

AB, BO etc are the successive differences. 

AB + BO _ H sin 20 — H sin 10 + H sin 30 - H S 20 


H sin 30 - H S 10 
2 

B X Oos 20 Sin 10 


= e( 


Sin 30 - S 10 


) 


H Oos 20 H Sin 10 
E 


The numerical difference of the preceding and succeed¬ 
ing H sine differences is (i.e. wsraosEr^). AB - BC 
= (H sin 20 - H S 10) — (H sin 30 — H sin 20) =* 
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2 H Cos 15 H sin 5 __ 2 H Cos 25 H sin 6 2 H sin 6 


E 


B 


B 


(H Cos 15 - H Cos 25) = 5in . 5 X g.H sin 20 H sin 5 

B R 

Let now X be the point where we are to find the H sine 
(Here let us take it as x° after the previous interval for 
generalisation). Then Bhaskara’s formula would give 

H Cos 20 H Sin 10 _ 2 H sin 5 v 2Hsin20Hsin5 

R R 3 A 20- X X 


H Cos 20 H sin 10 __ z 
R 10 B 3 

2 HCos 20 H sin 5 H Cos 5 

R 3 ‘ 


2 H sin 5 f H Cos 20 H Cos 5 


R 


2 H sin 20 H sin 3 5 

’ E* X jjj X 2 H sin 20 

H sin fl 6 

~ 2 Q X Hsin 20H sin51 


R 


put now successively x = 0 ° [and 10 " to get the rectified 
differences at R and C respectively; then those rectified 
differences would be respectively H Cos 20 H sin 10 and 

2 H sin 5 ^ j 2 q ob 25 ^B-1-BC _ HCos 20 Hsin 10 

R 2 R 

(found above) and BC = H sin 30 - H sin 20 - 

2 H Cos 25 H sin 5 T t „ < 

-R- In ° ther words the reofclfied differences 


at B and C are respectively what exactly has been stated by 
Bhaskara. Hence Kamalakara’s condemnation of Bhaskara 
is quite unjustified. 


Verse 17. To rectify the arcual difference to obtain 
the arc for a given H sine. 

Subtract as many H sine-differences as could be sub¬ 
tracted from the given H-sine. Half of the remainder 
multiplied by the difference of the preceding and succeed¬ 
ing H sine-differences and divided by the succeeding and 
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fell© result being subtracted from or added to as the case 
may be (added in the case of Hversines) the arithmetic 
mean of the preceding and succeeding H sine-differences 
gives the rectified H sine-difference while finding the arc 
for a given H sine. 

Comm, Let the given H sine be that of 24° found 
before i.e. 48*72. We could subtract 21 and 20 from this 
and the remainder is 7*72; half of this is 3*86 which 
multiplied by (20-19) is 3*86. This divided by the succeed¬ 
ing difference namely 19 is ’2 approximately. The arith- 

20 4- 19 

metio mean of the preceding and succeeding si —-p-— 

= 19*5. If the above result is subtracted from this, we 
have 19*5 — *2 — 19*3. If for 19*3 we have 10° increment 

TO V 7*72 

what shall we have for 7*72. The answer is 

19-3 

= 10 X *4 = 4°. Hence the required arc is 20° -j~ 4° — 24°. 

The proof is analogous to the previous proof. Having 
subtracted 21 and 20, the remainder is 7*72, (Ref. fig. 8) 

Mi Ha. Ms 

< Q'l WWynwiw i.i — - l f » ■ I . m II I. . . limn I. .. I ft 

A * * c Sr * 


% 


•» 

K . 


Jtl 


.,'10/ 


A 


0 x c 
Fig. 8 
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M 


so that BX =* 7*72. Now during the oourse of the succeed¬ 
ing interval of 19, there ha3 been a decrease of 19*5 — 
19 = *5 or to put it in general terms, during the oourse of 
y the suooeeding interval BO there has been a decrease 
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x +Jf 


7 


x 


2 


where x is febe previous interval AB 


- is the H sine difference at B. Hence the argu- 

ment is If for y, there has been a decrease of —~- 5 

A 

what will it be for ft (Here ft = 7*72) "? The answer is 

ft fe " y' 1 - x i = — (x — v) X - = 3?ci%qr^r^r»i x m 
2 y 2 ' y 

This result is to be subtracted from 

2 

i.e. *2 is to be subtracted from 19‘5 to give the rectified 
H sine-difference. 


Verse 18. Definition of Kendra and assignment of 
sign thereto. 

The excess of the longitude of the mean place over 
that of the apogee or aphelion as the case may be is called 
the mean anomaly. The excess cf the longitude of the 
point called S'lghroccha over that of the planet rectified 
by the first equation known as Manda-phala or equation 
of centre is known as the Slghra-anomaly. The equation 
of centre is positive or negative according as 180<m<360 
or 0<m<180 where m is the mean anomaly. The case 
will be reverse in the oase of the sign of Slghraphala, the 
second equation. 


Comm. “sFSC#! TOcfT 3TT!%!%5| siwm ” i.e. 

The Moon and the Sun could be rectified by the equation 
of centre alone. This means that the Moon revolving 
round the Barth directly and that tbe Sun revolving rela¬ 
tively round the Earth are subject to only one correction 
namely the equation of centre for rectification. In the 
oase of the Sun, though the fact is that he is revolving 
round the Barth relatively, assuming as Hindu astronomy 
does that he is revolving directly round the Barth and 
him to the correction of the equation of centre 
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does not alter the mathematics that goes into his reetifi- 
cation. According to modern astronomy the Sun and the 
Moon, one relatively and the other directly go round the 
Barth, in ellipses, the Barth being in one focus whereas in 
Hindu astronomy both the Sun and the Moon are taken to 
be going round the Earth in eccentric circles i.e, circles 
whose centres do not coincide with the centre of the 
Earth. In fact, Bhaskara says in so many words “ 

^ *tct: mm, %% surfs 

sr^T ?f ff m^s 

toar i.e. The centre of the celestial 

sphere coincides with the centre of the Earth. The centre 
of the circle in which a planet goes does not coincide with 
the centre of the Earth. Hence an observer on the surfaoe 
of the Earth finds the True planet ’3 position differing from 
that of the msan planet, so that what is called the correc¬ 
tion of Bhujaphala is to be made in the mean position of 
the planet to get the True position.” Here it has to be 
noted that the Bhujaphala mentioned stands both for. the 
equation of centre and the second equation known as 
S'lghraphala as well. One may wonder how it could be so, 
but it may be noted that in the formulation of both the 
equations, the centre of the eccentric does not coincide 
with that of the Earth and also in both the cases the equa¬ 
tion contains the term H sine of the anomaly where the 
word anomaly whether it be of the first or second equation 
is known as * Bhuja 

In the case of the other planets, the fact is that they 
go round the Sun in elliptic orbits, the Sun being in one- 
focus. In Hindu Astronomy, wa shall see that the centre 
of the eccentric circle in which these planets are taken to 
revolve coincides with the Sun. Hence, though the ancient 
Hindu Astronomy postulates geocentric motion, the mathe¬ 
matics that goes into the formulation of the second equa¬ 
tion, makes the Sun’s centre the centre of planetary revolu¬ 
tion. One may wonder again how the equation of centre 

16 
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formulated by Hindu Astronomy agrees with its formula¬ 
tion in Modern Astronomy which enunciates elliptic 
motion; but it will be seen that the eccentric-circle theory 
also gives very approximately the same formula for the 
Equation of centre. There is just one point of difference, 
which does not matter. Whereas in Modern Astronomy the 
mean anomaly is reckoned from the perigee or perihelion 
as the case may be, it is reckoned in Hindu Astronomy 
from the apogee or aphelion. The difference is made up by 
prefixing the appropriate sign to the equation. The word 
Mandoccha stands for the apogee in the case of the Sun 
and the Moon and for the aphelion in the case of the other 
planets and the word Manda kendra stands for the mean 
anomaly in both the cases. In Hindu Astronomy the word 
‘graha’ stands for not only the five planets Mercury to 
Saturn but also for the Sun and the Moon. Why that 
word is applied to the Sun and the Moon as well is, that 
both the Sun and the Moon also while moving among the 
stars along with the five other planets Mercury to Saturn, 
wield an influence on the residents of the Earth. The 
etymology of the word ‘ graha ’ is ^QTrcft& m 
err JTf: ie. * that which seizes upon the fates of the resi¬ 
dents of the Earth’, with this etymological significance 
only, even the lunar orbital node3 known as Bahu and 
Kefcu are also taken to be grahas in Hindu Astronomy. 
Hence translating the word graha as a planet and criticise 
ing Hindu Astronomy for taking the Sun, Moon and the 
lunar orbital nodes also as such is not right. In other words 
the translation should be pronounced wrong. Uranus, Nep¬ 
tune and pluto were not mentioned in Hindu Astronomy. 

We shall now elucidate the eccentric and epicyolic 
theories of Hindu Astronomy, which will be seen to give 
identical position to the planets. How they came to be 
postulated will be also elucidated. Incidentally we deal 
with the ‘ Bhaganopapatti 1 or the proof of the numbers of 
sideral revolutions of the various grahas enunciated in the 
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beginning of the Madhyadhikara, Bhaganadhyaya in verses 
l^to 6. Even Bhaskara gave such a proof as appealed to 
Agama ie. ‘Authority’, which proof therefore will not be 
acceptable to a student of Modern Astronomy, who is likely 
to question how the Agama came into existence. 

How the Agama came to formulate the number of 
sidereal revolutions of the grahas, we shall now see. 

The forefathers of Hindu Astronomy (have been re¬ 
ported to be eighteen in number in the famous verses <f ^r: 

Ptowst tost*: srwtV »mf ndferai- 

” Of these Brahmagupta mentions 
Brahma-Siddhanta, which he reports to have resuscitated. 
Varaba Mihira gave a version of the old Suryasiddhanta, 
mentioning that it accorded with observations. Aryabhata 
says that he revived his system from the then existing 
ocean of knowledge both good and spurious. The fact that 
none of these outstanding astronomers mentioned that 
they had derived their systems from a foreign source, and 
the reasonableness in presuming that all these three could 
not he impostors, make the author of this work feel 
strongly that there should have been some works in the 
k name of Agamas extant long before these Acharyas. The 
argument that the crude Vedanga-jyofcisa alone should 
have existed before Aryabhata, simply because, no other 
work worth the name has been discovered, may not be 
correct. It is quite possible that crude works could exist 
side by side with advanced scientific works, just as even 
nowadays we have thinkers and works of a primitive type 
existing along with highly advanced thinkers as well as 
scientific works). 

Bhaganopapatti. In the first place, the forefathers of 
Hindu Astronomy must have noticed very easily that the 
Moon has a motion among stars, for, this could be detected 
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even by a lay man during the course of a single nights. So, 
the period of a single sidereal revolution, could be roughly 
recognized by noticing the conjunction of the Moon with 
a luminous star. Having thus observed a good number of 
sidereal revolutions, which could be done even with the 
naked eye, the average period could be arrived at with 
sufficient accuracy within the course of a few years. 
Having thus obtained almost accurately the average of a 
sidereal revolution of the Mood, the sidereal revolution of 
the Sun could have been arrived at as follows. The 
moment of an eclipse solar or lunar could be observed with 
the naked eye.*Ob3erving a good number of eclipses within 
tho course of a few years, the average of a lunation could 
be easily arrived at very accurately, for, in between the 
eclipses of the same nature an integral number of lunations 
elapse. That the Sun also has a motion among stars must 
have been noticed clearly during the course of a few 
months,'for, observing at Sunset tbe star that was rising, 
it should have been noticed gradually even during the 
course of a month, that th8 Sun must have been approach¬ 
ing the star or vice versa and as the* stars were found to 
keep tbe distances amongst them constant, it was the Sun 
that was approaching the star and not the star it was that 
was approaching the Sun. Having decided thus that the 
Sun was moving among stars from west to East, tbe 
approximate period that the Sun took to complete a side-’ 
real revolution was arrived at. Then, as both the Sun and 
the Moon were having east ward motion, and as the Moon 
has a more rapid motion, the arc by which the Moon over¬ 
takes the Sun during a day was roughly noticed. Thus 
arriving at a rough estimate of a lunation within which 
a conjunction of the Moon with the Sun recurs, it was 
noticed that the excess of the sidereal revolutions of the 
Moon over those of the Sun gave the number of lunations. 
Since a correct estimate of both a sidereal revolution of the 
Moon as well as that of a lunation were previously arrived 
at, the number of sidereal revolutions of the Sun during 
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the course of a certain period were computed whereby a 
correct estimate of a sidereal solar year was arrived at. 
This period could also be checked simultaneously by obser- 
• the interval between the heliacal risings or settings of 
a particular star of the Zodiac as well. Thus far, we have 
seen how the sidereal periods of the Sun and the Moon 
were determined very accurately. It may he noted that 
these periods as determined by the Hindu astronomers 
were correct to a good number of decimal places. 

When once the Sun and the Moon were found to be 
having eastward motion among starsj and when it was 
discovered that there were other luminous bodies like the 
Jupiter and Venus etc. moving among stars, it was 
attempted to determine their sidereal periods. It must 
have been done as follows. In the first place, it was 
noticed that these other luminous bodies which were five in 
number, namely Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus and 
Saturn, were found to be having retrograde motion also 
unlike the Sun and the Moon. As these five bodies were 
looking like stars they were named Tara-grahas i.e. grahas 
looking like stars. Also a distinction could be drawn very 
easily between Mercury and Venus on the one hand and 
the other three on the other, for, the former were always 
found oscillating about the Sun, never parting from him 
through long distances. Thus during the course of a suffi¬ 
ciently long interval, the geocentric sidereal periods of 
Mercury and Venus coincided with that of the Sun. In 
other words, it was taken that the geocentric sidereal 
periods of Mercury and Venus also were taken to be an 
year. This is clear from the statements made by all the 
Siddhantas that in a Kalpa of 432000000 years the Sun, the 
Mercury and Venus all the three make 432000000 sidereal 
revolutions. Then with respect to the other three planets 
Mars, Jupiter and Saturn, it was noticed that they were 
having a pre-dominantly longer period of direct motion* 
though there was a retrograde motion for some time. This 
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gave the clue to arrive at an approximate estimate of their 
sidereal revolutions. But the correct estimates were arri¬ 
ved at not by observing their conjunctions with stars, for, 
that would take a very long period of observation in the' 
case of Saturn, but, by observing a good number of their 
heliacal risings or settings. The interval between two 
consecutive heliacal risings or settings being a little grea¬ 
ter than an year, ten or fifteen observations could be done 
very easily by a single person. Then the aforesaid argu¬ 
ment given in the case of finding the sidereal revolution of 
the Sun, was also advanced in the case of these three 
planets Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. Let x° be the arc that 
the planet covers during the course of a day. Let a° be the 
arc covered by the Sun during the same period which was 
previously known and that correctly. So, during the 
course of a day the Sun overtakes the planet by (a - x)°. 
Hence to overtake 360°, the period S was computed. This 
period was observed as the interval between two consecu¬ 
tive heliacal risings or settings and known as the synodic 

period. So, from the equation —— = S, the value of x 

a - x 

could be arrived at, wherefrom p the sidereal period was 
determined. This sidereal period could be also determined 
in another way. Noting the distance oovered among stars 
by a planet during the course of a synodic period, using 
rule of three, the sidereal period could also be arrived a'u 
with a good accuracy, for, the retrograde motion affects 
equally each synodic period. An average of such determi¬ 
nations made in two ways could give the sidereal periods 
of Mars, Jupiter and Saturn with a good amount of accu¬ 
racy. It will be noted here, that the average of a good 
number of geocentric sidereal periods in the case of these 
planets (called Superior) is also the heliocentric sidereal 
period (for a proof of this statement reference may be made 
to page 80 of the author’s l A critical etudy of the ancient 
Hindu astronomy , published by the Karnatak University 
Dharwar). It is why the sidereal periods of these planets 
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as given by Hindu astronomy tally with the heliocentric 
sidereal periods given by modern astronomy. This is also 
one of the reasons why heliocentric motion of the planets 
could not be detected by Hindu astronomy, and also why a 
statement was made that “ In the case of Mercury and 
Venus the Sun was the planet, and they are termed as 
Shghrocchas, whereas in the cass of Mars, Jupiter and 
Saturn, they are the planets while the Sun plays the part 
of S'lghroccha (< ^3rte5r;f)Rr § tfa: 

> # (An elucidation of this state¬ 

ment will be given shortly) 

In the case of the planets Mercury and Venus (Inferior 
planets) one may wonder how under the geocentric theory, 
!}heir heliocentric periods could be arrived at, though they 
were not recognized as suoh but were pronounced as the 
“ geocentric periods (not considered as heliocentric)’* of 
two points known as their S'ighrocchas. Here we come 
across the peculiar concept of a S'ighroccha which arose 
out of the fact of postulating a geocentric system in the 
place of the heliocentric. This concept is to be elaborated, 
in as much as confusion is there in the minds of many 
interpreters of Hindu astronomy in this behalf. 

In the first place let us consider as to how the rectifi¬ 
cation of the Sun and the Moon, known as sphufcikarana 
was achieved. Having got their sidereal periods, their 
mean daily motions were calculated. Also a period was 
conceived, during whioh this Sun and the Moon would per¬ 
form an integral number of revolutions. This period was 
termed as a Mahayuga (or simply a yuga as we hereafter 
name it) whose duration was estimated as 4320000 solar 
years. That the yuga is an integral L.O.M. so to say of 
the sidereal periods of the Sun and the Moon (also of the 
other planets as we shall see shortly) could be seen from 
the statement of the Surya Siddhanta spt 
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^rrfsifsrsft^B ^KiTR^i: ” i,e. ‘In a yuga, the San the 
Mercury and Venu8 perform 432000 sidereal revolutions as 
well as the S'lghrocchas of Mars, Jupiter and Saturn, 
whereas the Moon performs 57758336 revolutions ’ (It may 
be recalled here that the Mercury and Yenus are osoillating 
about the mean position of the Sun; also it will be noticed 
that the Sun playing the part of the S'lghrocchas in the 
case of Mars, Jupiter and Saturn, their S'lghrocchas are 
also deemed as making the same number of revolutions as 
the Sun. In as much as the S'lghrocchas in the case of 
Mercury and Venus are looked upon as different from the 
planets, so in the case of Mars, Jupiter and Saturn also, the 
Slghrocchas are taken as different Divine entities though 
coinciding with the Sun in position). However smaller 
periods could be conceived as integral L.C.M’s of the side¬ 
real revolutions of the Sun and the Moon, but a presump¬ 
tion sponsored by a sense of orderliness in the Cosmos, 
that the planets should all have been started from the Zero 
point of the Zodiac, made the integral L.C.M. to be of 
such a dimen-ion as 4320000 solar years in which period 
the other planets also would have made an integral num¬ 
ber of sidereal revolutions. Here in this point the tradi¬ 
tional Hindu astronomers place their faith in the Sgama, 
which said that the planets were all started at the Zero- 
point of the Zodiac in the beginning of the yuga and were 
ordained to return to the same point at the close of the 
yuga. Even a rational astronomer like Bhaskara, appa¬ 
rently placing faith in the Agama, while adducing a proof 
in the name of Bhaganopa patti, states that after obtaining 
the mean daily motions of the planets, calculates them 
for the period of a Kalpa taking it on trust that the planets 
were started at the initial point of the Zodiac in the begin- 
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ning of the Kalpa, A modern astronomer, however, ques¬ 
tions the assumption that the planets were all started at the 
first point of the Zodiac, and even though they might all 
have been in conjunction at that point in some remote- 
past, whether it was the initial point of the reported Kalpa. 
Proceeding on the basis of the reported initial conjunction 
of all the planets at the first point of the Zodiac, and calcu¬ 
lating the number of days that have elapsed from the begin- 
ning of the yuga, the mean positions of the Sun and the 
Moon were computed. Noticing that these mean positions 
did not exactly accord with the true observed positions, the 
ancient astronomers tabulated the differences between those 
mean and true positions. These differences were found to 
be zero at two diametrically opposite points, and maximum 
roughly at two points differing by a quadrant from them. 
To account for these differences, the thought that oecured 
to their minds was that probably the Sun and Moon did 
not move in a circle whose centre coincided with that of 
the Earth but were moving in an eccentric circle i.e. a 
circle whose centre is at some other point than the Earth’s 
centre. This surmise could be made because unequal 
motion was accountable only on varying distance from the 
Earth’s centre and a celestial body appearing to move 
fastest must be nearest whereas the same appearing to 
move slowest must be farthest. Thus in the first place 
seeing no reason for non-circular motions and also expec¬ 
ting the celestial bodies to move only in circles, for, a 
circular motion appealed to them as the most ideal motion, 
the ancient astronomers later postulated an eccentric 
circular motion with respect to the Sun and the Moon. 
This postulation appeared to give good results as seen 

below. 
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Eocentrio circle theory.—Let E x be the earth’s centre; 
let MiPAj be the oircular orbit in which the planet (here 
the Sun or the Moon) moves with a uniform motion. This 
planet is termed the Madhyagraha or the mean planet. 
Let M 2 A 2 P 2 be the actual orbit of the planet whose centre 
E 2 is removed a little away from E r Since the centre E # 
is moved in a vertical direction away from E*, every point 
of the eccentric circle (E a ) will be vertically over the 
eorresponding point of the mean circle. Thus M a will be 
the position of the actual planet where M a is vertically 
above Mj the mean planet. Join EjM a to out the mean 
circle in P. Since A* is the position of the actual planet 
farthest from Ej the Earth’s centre, the planet should have 
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the slowest motion there. So this point A a is termed 
Mandoccha, Manda because it is point where the planet is 
slowest and Uccha because it is the highest or the farthest 
point from the Earth’s centre. Corresponding to this 
Mandoccha in the eccentric circle A 1 is termed the 
Uccha in the mean circle. Also p the point where EjM* 
the line joining the Earth’s centre to the actual planet 
and called the Mandakarna? cuts the mean orbit is taken 
to be the position where the apparent planet is situ¬ 
ated. Thus ‘p* is seen to be deflected from the mean 
planet Mi towards the Mandoccha on which account 
the Mandoccha is considered to be attracting the planet 

” as Bhaskara puts it. The angle 

/\ 

A 2 E a M 2 is spoken of as the Manda-Kendra or the mean 


anomaly and it is equal to Z a E a M a - Z a E a A 2 = longi¬ 
tude of the planet minus the longitude of the Mandoccha, 
where EjZj and the parallel E 2 Z 2 are directions towards 
the Zero-Point of the Zodiac. This accounts for the 
statement ‘ ’ (of the verse under 

elucidation) i.e. the excess of the longitude of the planet 
over that of the Mandoccha is termed Mandakendra. 
While M x is termed the Madhya-graha in the mean 
orbit, M a is termed the prativritta-Madhyagraba, and 
*not spastagraha as might be deemed, while p is spoken 
of as the spastagraha or the True planet or apparent 
position of the planet. The word Prativritta stands for the 
eccentric circle. Now M X P the difference between the 
mean and True positions is spoken of as the Mandaphala 
which corresponds to the modern ‘Equation of Centre’. 
To find its value draw perpendiculars PNj and M 2 N 2 on 
Triangles E a M a Q a and M^N* are evidently similar 


Hence 

r 


M a Cj a M a IN 2 

E a M a “ MjMg 


so that M,N a = ® X M a Q a = 

Joi a M a 

A 


R H sin M 2 E a A 2 (1) (which is equal to r Sin E a in modern 
terms) Now in the case of the Equation of centre which is 
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generally a small quantity M 2 N 3 is taken to be equal to 
PN 2 . If, however, this approximation is not made, PN X = 

M t N a X EjP ^ similarity of the triangles Ej PNj and 
Ej M 2 

Ej M a NJ eo that the actual equation of centre is H sin 

X& 

I?, y ~ _ — H Sin E„ where K = Mandakarna E, M„. As 

M 3 moves from A 2 to P 2 , the equation of centre as given by 
(1) gradually increases from Zero to a maximum r when 
E 2 = 90° and decreases from this maximum to Zero when 
E„ = 180°. Thus from what was noticed from the tabulated 
differences between the computed mean positions and 
observed true positions, the fact that those differences 
vanish at A z as well as P 2 the diametrically opposite point 
of the Mandoccha (not called S'ighroccha, for this word 
S'lghroccha will be seen to have altogether a different 
connotation) was verified. The maximum value of M a N 2 
V is termed the Antyaphala-jya or the H sine of the maxi¬ 
mum equation of centre from which the arc could be found. 
In the case of the Sun and the Moon from the maximum 
differences between the computed and observed positions, 
their H sines were found and taken to be equal to V in the 
respective cases. From this value of r, the circumferences 
of the circles whose radius equals r, were found and termed- 
as Mandaparidhis. Why the circumferences were found is 
that in ail positions of M 1 M 2 , the value of MjM* — r (in as 
much as the corresponding points of the two circles will be 
as much distant as the centres of the circles from each 
other so that EjE 2 — M a M a = Constant = r) so that M a 
will always lie on a circle whose centre is M a and radius r. 
This cirele is known as the Manda-NiobocohaVritta or an 
epicycle, where the word Nicha stands for the P* which is 
nearest the earth, and the compound word Manda- 
Nichoceha-Vritta means that circle which makes the planet 
occupy the Nicha and the Uccha points; the word Manda 
pertains to the Manda-pbala or the equation of centre in 
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contradistinction to the word S'lghra which we shall 
shortly deal with. 

In modern astronomy the equation of centre is given 
approximately to be equal to 2e sin m where ‘m’ stands for 
tna mandakendra so that r — 2e. It will be shortly seen 
from a subsequent table that this formulation of the equa- 
«ion of centre gives results which closely accord with their 
modern values. The true or apparent positions of the 
Sun and the Moon could be obtained fairly well from the 
abo^e formulation, so that it is stated that 

i.e., the Moon and the Sun could be re¬ 
ctified by the equation of centre alone.” This is quite in 
order for, the San and the Moon may be taken to be going 
round the Earth in ellipses, with the earth in one focus, 
the former relatively and the latter directly. 

After having formulated the method of rectification in 
the case of the Sun and the Moon, the next question was 
with respect to the Tara grahas i.e. Mercury, Yenus and 
Mars,. Jupiter and Saturn. As these are going round the 
Sun and the Sun going round the earth relatively, the 
process of rectification got complicated. In the first ins¬ 
tance, the ancient astronomers must have tabulated the 
differences between the mean computed positions and the 
* observed true positions. In the case of Mercury and Yenus, 
the case appealed different from what it was in the case of 
the other three planets, for the simple reason that the 
mean positions of the former were taken to coincide with 
the mean Sun. This meant that for rectification, the 
elongation had to be computed and added to or subtracted 
from the mean position of the Sun to get the apparent 
geocentric positions of Mercury and Venus. The analogy 
of the method of the formulation of the Mandaphala is 
taken here also by imagining (1) eccentric circular motion 
and (2) postulating an Uccha. In the case of the Manda¬ 
phala, the equation was zero when the mean planet coinci¬ 
ded with the Mandoccha. Here the equation is zero when 
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elongation is zero, i.e. when the apparent geocentric posi¬ 
tion of the planet coincides with the San, who is taken to 
be the mean planet. Naturally therefore the Uccha is 
taken to coincide with the Sun the mean planet, when the 
planet is in conjunction with the Sun. The maximum 
equation was had in the case of the Mandaphala when the 
arc between the Uccha and the mean planet was a right 
angle. So, here also, the maximum equation i.e. the maxi¬ 
mum elongation should be had when the Uccha is a at right 
angle from the Sun. Thus an Uccha was postulated with 
the following criteria namely (1) It should be a point 
moving in a geocentric circle (2) It should coincide in 
direction with the Sun when the planet is in conjunction 
with the Sun (3) It should be removed by a right angle 
from the Sun when the elongation is maximum (3) It 
should be removed from the Sun by 180°, again when the 
planet coincides in direction with the Sun (4) It should 
have a longitude exceeding that of the Sun by 270 when 
again the elongation is a maximum on the other side and 
finally (5) It should complete a circle with respect to the 
Sun when again the planet coincides in direction with the 
Sun. 


When such a point was conceived it is clear that this 
Uccha is not the same as the planet, as some have mis 
construed, because while the planet oscillates about the 
Sun by a particular angle (29° in the case of Mercury and 
45° in that of Venus) in Uccha completes a cirole with 
respect to the Sun and further as Hindu Astronomy postu¬ 
lated geocentric motion, the Uccha is a point construed as 
going in a geocentric circle. By the above postulation the 
synodic period of the Uccha is equal to the period of oscil¬ 
lation of the planet about the Sun. But the latter period 
is no other than the synodic period of the planet so that 
the synodic periods of the Uccha and the planet coinciding 
their sidereal periods should be equal. In other words the 
Uccha so conceived is a point other than the planet going 
round in a geocentric cirole and having a geocentric side- 
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real period equal to the heliocentric sidereal period which 
again means that the geocentric longitude of the Uccha is 
»the heliocentric longitude of the Planet. Thus the radius 
vector to the planet from the Sun is parallel to the geocen¬ 
tric radius vector of the Uccha. This accounts as to how 
the heliocentric sidereal periods of Mercury and Venus 
could be found under a geocentric concept and also as to 
how the heliocentric planets are themselves spoken of 
as their respective Ucehas, while their mean planet is the 
same as the Sun. On this count it was mentioned by the 
Hindu Astronomers 5Tf: ^ sftsRF# ie. 

The mean Planet of Mercury and Venus is the Sun himself 
where as they are themselves spoken of as their Uochas. 
The phrase 1 they are themselves ’ in the above statement 
is significant as it connotes that the word ‘they’ stands for 
the heliocentric planets, though it was not stated in so 
many words. Shortly we shall see also that the centre of 
the eccentric circle coincides with the centre of the Sun 
also and applying Bhaskara’s statement ^jsrfar 

5TTOT jpar i.e. the centre of the circle in 

which the planet moves does not coincide with that of 
the Earth', the Sun was, though unwittingly taken a3 the 
centre of the Planetary motion. Thus we see how even 
the geocentric postulation also could help computation of 
the Planetary positions, the mathematics behind revealing 
heliocentric motion. What Copernicus achieved was that 
he identified that the point about which the planets revol¬ 
ved which was construed by ,the Hindu astronomers as an 
imaginary point not coinciding with the earth's centre, 
was no other than the Sun himself. 


In the case of Mercury and Venus the so-called 
S'lghra-phala came to be discovered first and we shall pre¬ 
sently see why their elongation was called S'lghra-phala 
and how the Uccha postulated as above came to be termed 
S'lgbroceha. Since initially-the equation was to be zero, 
when the Planet and the Uccha coincided with the Sun 
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and then the elongation has to increase as the Uccha 
gained over the Sun, the initial conjunction was the 
modern Superior conjunction. The other position of the 
Uccha when again the elongation i'e. the equation is Zero 
must be therefore the Inferior conjunction. Also at the 
motion of Superior oonjunction, the planet must be having 
the maximum daily motion, as it is clear from a heliocen¬ 
tric figure that at that point the relative motion of the 
planet with respect to a geocentric observer is the sum of 
the velocities of the planet and the earth. Henee this 
Uccha is spoken of as the S'lghroccha also because the 
Uccha being a geocentrically moving point having helio¬ 
centric angular motion, its velocity is always greater than 
that of its planet namely the Sun. The word Uccha is 
applied because at the Superior conjunction the planet is 
farthest or highest from the earth. The excess of the 
longitude of this Uccha over the longitude of the planet ie. 
the Sun is known as the S'lghrakendra or anomaly as it is 
said in the verse under commentary 

Thus in the case of Mercury and Venu3, the 
S'lghraphala came to be discovered first. This being dis¬ 
covered, formulated as will be shortly shown, and applied 
to the mean Sun as the planet, still it was found that there 
was a difference between the computed position and the 
observed position. Such differences were tabulated. By 
analogy from the case of the Sun and the Moon, it was 
thought that there should be also a Mandoccha hero also, 
so that the point indicated by the position of the mean 
planet after being corrected by the equation where the 
above tabulated difference was zero, was identified as the 
Mandoccha. From the H Sine of the maximum difference 
taken as the radius of the Manda epicycle, its circumference 
was then computed. 

In the case of the superior planets, we have already 
said that the geocentric sidereal periods accord with their 
heliocentric ones. Calculating the mean position of the 
and finding its difference from the observed true 
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position, such differences were tabulated. It was discovered 
that these difference almost vanished when the planet was 
1 i* 1 conjunction with the Sun and attained a maximum 
■when the elongation was nearly a right angle from an 
analogy from the Manda-Kama i.e. process of obtaining 
the Manda-phala. Since the differences attained their maxi¬ 
mum value when the elongations were nearly a right angle 
it could be seen that the Sun played the part of the Uccha 
in this case. As the Sun has a quicker motion than the 
planet and also as at conjunction the planet has the quick¬ 
est motion relative to the Earth while it is farthest from 
the Earth the Uccha ie the Sun here, is termed S'lghroccha, 
The excess of the longitude of the Sun over that of the 
planet is termed accordingly the S'lghra-kendra and the 
S'lghra-phala the equation was formulated as will be shown. 
Applying this S'lghra-phala to the mean position, the diffe¬ 
rences still found between the position so obtained and the 
observed true position were tabulated. The point indicated 
by the above position where the difference was found to be 
zero, was identified as the Mandoccha, and through the 
maximum difference, the Mandaparidhi was formulated. 

In the above discourse, we have tried to give an 
account of how the originators of Hindu Astronomy 
could give us a -workable system. We never assumed that 
*an Agama gave us the numbers of sidereal revolutions of 
the planets or the measures of the epicycles Manda or 
S'lghra. But in the explanation given by Bhaskara under 
Bhaganopapattij one will notice that when Bhaskara gave 
the proof of the Moon’s sidereal revolutions, he said that 
.having got the true positions of the Moon on two conse¬ 
cutive days, the mean positions were computed from the 
true by an inverse process of applying the equation of 
centre, and getting the mean daily motion of the Moon 
from those mean positions, the number of sidereal revolu¬ 
tions in a Kalpa were obtained. Here the Upapatti or the 
proof adduced by Bhaskara was not a proof but only a 
verification in as much as (X) he assumed the formulation 

18 
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of the Mandapbala from the Agama without pointing out 
how it was formulated and (2) he assumed fehe period of a 
Kilpa and that at the beginning of the Kalpa the planets 
were all in conjunction at the first point of Arie3. Similarly 
in the Upapatti adduced by Bhaskara with respeot to the 
Mandocchas of the planets, he assumed the formulation of 
S'lghra-phala on the basis of Agama without proving how 
the concept of S'lghra-phala was arrived at by the founders 
of Astronomy and how the difference between the observed 
apparent positions and the computed mean positions, was 
resolved into two equations the Mandapha’a and the S'lghra- 
phala. In the proof adduced with respeot to the S'lghroccha 
of Mercury and Venus also Bhaskara did not mention 
anything as to how their heliocentric sidereal periods could 
be obfeained but simply assumed the formulation of the 
Mandapha’a and S'lghra-phala as already being there on 
the basis of Againa. 

We shall now proceed to describe the method of formu¬ 
lation of the S'lghra phala with respect to the five Tara- 
grabas, star planets namely Mercury, Venus and Mars, 
Jupiter, Saturn and show how so different a set of geomet¬ 
ries of the ancients and the moderns the one geocentric 
and the other heliocentric could give identical formulation 
with respect to S'lghra-phala. Let us consider the oase of 
Mercury and Venus in the first instance. 

Having taken the mean Sun to play the part of the 
‘ Graha ’ in the case of Mercury and Venus and having 
formed a concept of S'lghroccha as mentioned before, whose 
geocentric period of revolution was determine!, without 
suspecting it to be the heliocentric sidereal period of the 
planet the ancient Hindu astronomers assumed by analogy 
from the case of Mandaphala with respect to the Sun and 
Moon, that the centre of the circle in which these planets 
revolve does not coincide with the centre of the Barth. In 
other words, they continued ecoentric circle theory here 

@0 that without suspecting heliocentric 
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bheiic mathematics led to them to make the centre of the 
eccentric circle coincide with the Sun himself. On this 
basis alone it was given to Copernicus to formulate helio¬ 
centric theory, sponsored by a thought that the Heavenly 
Sun could not be deemed as a satellite of the ‘ Mundane ' 
Earth. 


(Eeh fig. 9). The same fi gure 9 will also serve the pur¬ 
pose to obtain the S'i'ghraphala, only Mj M 2 will be now on 
the right hand side of the S'lghrocohas A x A 2 , for, the latter 
will be taken to be in alvaace of the mean planets Kaksha- 
Vrittlya Madhyagraha M x (he. mean planet of the deferent) 
and prati-Vrittlya Madhyagraha M a (i.e. mean planet of 
the eccentric). The points A l add A a are themselves called 
the Kaksha-Vrittlya Shghroccha and prati-Vrittlya S'igh- 
roccba respectively. As was shown in the case of the 
Mandaphala from the eccentric figure 9, M a N a = 

— H sin (Kendra) so that PNj = 4 2 sin (Kendra) X § 
R R K 


^ Z H sin (Kendra) = Antyaphalajya X Slghrakendrajya 
K 1 S'ighrakarna 

We shall take this for elucidation in the appropriate 
context. 


Verse 19. Three Basis each of 30° constitute a quad¬ 
rant, and there are four quadrants in a circle which are res- 
1 peotively odd, even, odd and even. In the odd quadrants 
the Kendra covered is itself called Bhuja whereas in the 
even ones, the complement thereof is called Bhuja. Also, 
the complement of the Bhuja is called the Koti. 

Verse 20. B — H sine = Co. H versine and R — 
H cosine = H versine and B — Co. H versine = H sine, 
R — H versine = H cosine. 


Verse 21. Also = H cosine, 

= H sine. Similarly 

Dyujya, »/R a - Dyujya* = Krantijya; ^B a — Drig-jya* 



= S'anku, ^R 2 —* S'anku 2 = Drig-jya. la all the eases 
oited above, the radins R happens to te the hypotenuse. 

Comm. The convention in verse 19 corresponds to 
saying in modern trigonometry that sin 90 + 0 = cos 0 
sin (180 — 0) si Q 0, sin 180 H- 0 — — sin 0, sin 270 — 0 

= — cos 0 sin 270 + 0 = — cos 0, sin 3dJ — 0 = — sin 0. 
In Hindu trigonometry the sign is understood and not 
explicitty mentioned. 

Krautijya, Dyujya, Drig-jya and S'anku, are respecti¬ 
vely H sin H cos g, H sin Z, H cos Z where g is decli¬ 
nation and Z the Zenith-distance of a celestial body. 
Taking the radius of the celertial equator to be R, the 
radius of the diurnal circle of a celestial would be equal 
to R X cos § = H cos S which is called Dyujya because it 
is the radius of the diurnal circle. 

Ver&e 22. The lengths of the circumferences of the 
Manda—epioycles are respectively 13° - 40', 31° - 36', 
70 °, 38°, 33°, 60,* for the Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury, 
Jupiter, Venus and Saturn. 

Comm. Bhaskara has given these measures reportedly 
on the basis of Agama or ancient authority. The peculiarity 
of measuring the circumferences in degrees less than 360°, 
is due to the idea that these circumstances are measured in r 
relation to that of the deferent or Kaksha Vritta taken to be 
360°. In other words, circumference of the epicycle of a 
planet as given above : circumference of the mean orbit :: 
x : 360 = radius of the epicycle : radius ol the mean orbit 
where x is the measure of the circumference of the planet¬ 
ary epicycle. It may be mentioned once again that the 
radius of a planetary epicycle is the measure of the greatest 

* The printed book of Brahma Sphuta Siddhanta gives in the case of 
Saturn 30° only which might have bsen the mistake of the scribe (Vide 
verse'36, Spasbtadhikara B. S.). In the place of it ought t« 

have been 
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equation of centre pertaining to the planet which may be 
taken to be equal to 2e as a first approximation where e is 
the eccentricity of the elliptic orbit of the planet. 

It may be further mentioned here that in Surya- 
siddhanta, as well as elsewhere in this work, the circum¬ 
ferences are given to vary continuously. This variability 
curiously achieves ellipticity in the orbit as may be seen 
as follows. 

In the case of the Sun, the epicycle has a periphery 
of 14° when m = 0 or 180° and of 13|° when m = 90° or 
270 according to Suryasiddhanta, where m is the Manda- 
kendra or mean anomaly. At any arbitrary point, where 



Fig. 10 
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the mean anomaly is m the periphery is given to be 
14° — — Tbs corresponding radius will there¬ 
fore be r — — = r — H sin m (say) where r ** 

‘277 R 

14 ° 

-—* (Ref. fig. 10) Let 6 be the earth’s centre, A the posi- 

277 

tion of the apogee EE X — the radius of the epicycle meas¬ 
ured along dA, B any arbitrary position of the mean planet 
and b the position of the planet in the epicycle. Here the 
radius Bb is not equal to the max. radium equal to EE X i.e. 
r but equal to r — H sin m. Take E x as the origin and 
BjA as the y—axis and a perpendicular to B,A through E x 
namely E x x as the positive direction of the X-axis. If the 
mean anomaly BE& be m, then the coordinates of the true 
planet, are given by x = BL = H sin m (1) y = E X L -f 
Bb = EL — EEj -|-r — A H sin m = H cos m - r + (r - 
A H sin m — H cos m — Ax. 

j 4- Ax— H cos m (2) Squaring and adding I 
and II x 2 + (y + *x) 3 - H sin 2 m + H cos 3 m =R 2 

x 2 (1 +^ 2 ) + 2^xy 4* y 2 = R 2 which is an ellipse 
with centre E, 

Verses 23, 21, 25. The peripheries of S'ighra epicycles. 
The peripheries of the epicycles of the star-planets Mars, 
Mercury, Jupiter, Venus and Saturn are respectively 
243°-40 7 , 132°, 68°, 258° and 40°. The H sine of the Manda 
mean anomaly of Venus being multiplied by 2 and divided 
by 343, and the result being subtracted from the periphery 
gives the rectified Manda periphery. The H sine of its 
S'ighra mean anomaly being multiplied by 5 and divided 
by R, and the result being added to the S'ighra periphery 
give3 the rectified periphery. The smaller of the H sine or 
H cosine of the S'ighra anomaly of Mars being multiplied 
by 6§ and divided by H sin 45° and the result in degrees 
being subtracted from or added to as the case may be, 
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fifae aphelion gives the rectified aphelion. The S'lghra peri¬ 
phery being reduced by the above degrees gives the rectified 
S'lghra periphery in case the S'lghra anomaly is 90° < ra 
< 180 or 270° < m < 330°. 

Comm. In the commentary Bhaskara adds that in the 
case of Venus the Mandaperiphery of 11° as given is at the 
end of even quadrants whereas at the end of odd quadrants 
it is 9°, wherefore the enunciated rectification. Similarly 
in the case of his S'ighraphala, the periphery of 245° men¬ 
tioned is at the end of even quadrants whereas at the end 
of odd quadrants it is 263°, and so the suggested rectifica¬ 
tion. Again in the case of Mars, the aphelion as computed 
is the same at the end of all quadrants whereas in the 
middle of the quadrants it is to be increased or decreased 
by 6|° when the anomaly is as stated. Also in the case of 
this Mars, the S'lghra periphery mentioned is at the ends of 
quadrants. In the middle of the quadrants the periphery 
is to be'reduced as suggested. In all these interpolations 
Bhaskara accepts the Agama as enunciated by Brahma¬ 
gupta. 

We shall deal with the geometrical nature of these 
S'lghra peripheries shortly in the appropriate place. 

% 

Verse 26. To obtain what are called Bhujaphala and 
Kotiphala both in the case of Mandaphalaas well asS'ighra- 
phala. The H sine and H cosine of the Manda or S'lghra 
anomalies multiplied by the respective peripheries and 
divided by 360°, or multiplied by r and divided by R gives 
the Bhujaphala or Kotiphala where r and R are respectively 
the radius of the Manda or S'lghra peripheries and B the 
radius of the deferent taken to be 3438'. If the radius 
3438' be respectively multiplied by the Manda or S'lghra 
peripheries and divided by 360°, the result will be the H sine 
of the maximum Mandaphala or S'lghraphala, known as 
in either case. 
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Comm. As per the formulation. 

H sin m X c H sin m X r 


Bhujaphala 

Kotiphala 


360 

H cos m X c 
360 


B 

H cos m X r 
R 


in the case of Mandaphala or S'tghraphala where c = peri¬ 
phery of the Manda or S'lghra periphery, r=Anfcyapbalajya 
defined above R = 3438' and m stands for the Manda or 
S'lghra anomaly. These Bhujaphala. and Kotiphala will 
be used in their respective contexts. 


Verses 27, 28, 29. Calculation of what is known as 
S'lghra karna. 

(H Cos m + r) a + H Sin 3 m = K 2 (1) 

(R + Kotiphala) 2 + Bhujaphala 2 = K 2 (2) 

R a + r 2 ± 2 R X Kotiphala = K 2 (3) 

R a + r 3 + 2 r X H Cos m = K 2 (4) 

The -arc of the H Sine of the equation of centre is 
called the Mandaphala. 


Comm . Ref. fig. 9. From triangle (EjM, + 

MjNg) 2 + MiNi* = EjMg 2 = K 2 . But M X N 2 = Kotiphala 
and M 2 N 2 = Bhujaphala defined previously so that we have 
the second formula for K enunciated above. From the 
similarity of the triangles E^Q, and MJVLjNa we have 
M N MM r 

M.Q, = B i M 1 80 “ R ^ » Since M,Q, is 

called the Bhuja, the corresponding M 2 N 2 in the Antya- 
phalajya triangle is called the Bhujaphala. Similarly 
MjNa is called the Kotiphala. 

Again (E^, + QjQa) 3 + M a Q 2 a = EjM a 2 where EiQ, =» 
H Cos m, Q X Q, = M X N, = r and M a Q a - M.Q^H Sin m. 
From this we have the first formula enunciated, 
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Again expanding (E t M a + M,N S ) 3 , (E t Mi -f M,N a ) s 
-f MjjNj 3 — EjM/ we have the fehird formula; similarly 
expanding (E.Q, 4- QjQa) 2 , (E.Q, ~f Q 5 Q a ) 3 4- M 2 Q 3 9 « 
EiMa 3 we have the fourth formula. 


Since the S'ighraphala has been defined to be equal to 
r 

H Sin m, we have had the necessity of knowing the 

value of K. The convention of signs mentioned in the 
formulation in the words 

is due to the fact that cosine is positive in the fourth and 
first Quadrants and that the Kotiphala becomes negative 
in the 2nd and 3rd Quadrants as could be seen by draw¬ 
ing the figure in those Quadrants. 


Now we shall prove what is most important, namely 
that postulating an entirely different geocentric motion 
how the Hindu Astronomers could formulate the S'lghra- 
phala which accords exactly with the heliocentric theory, 
assuming of course coplanar circular orbits. Let figures 
11 and 12 pertain to the modern heliocentric geometry, 




Fig. 12 


the former with respect to the Inferior planets Mercury 
and Venus signified by V, and the latter to the superior 
planets Mars, Jupiter and Saturn signified by J, Let fig. 13 
pertain to the Hindu geocentric geometry dealing with 
both the Inferior and Superior planets as well. In the 
heliocentric figures let S = Sun, E = Earth, SA—direcfconto 
lij the Zero-point of the Zodiac from the Sun, T3,Ai 
19 
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geooentrio direction towards Aswini. Let SY, BY 1 , be the 
heliocentric and geocentric directions of the S'lghroccha 
where Y is the actual planet and V 1 an imaginary point. 
Draw EJ’ 11 to SJ. Let the radius of the inner and outer 
heliocentric circles be respectively r and R. Let K be the 
radius vector to the planet in both the figures. 

Let in fig. 13, E 1 ==Earth’s centre, E» = the centre of 
the eccentric circle which we shall presently show to be 
coinciding with the Sun’s position. Let Mi, Ma represent 
the mean planets in the deferent and the eccentric known as 
Kaksha-Yrittlya Madbyagraba and prati-Vrittrya Madhya- 
graha. Let Ai, A a be the S'ighrocchas in the deferent and 
the eccentric. Let E x E a = r known as AntyaphalajyS and 
R the radius of both the deferent and the eccentric. Let K 
be the radius vector to the planet known as S'lghrft-Karjp*. 
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We shall prove that m the S'lghra anomaly of the Hindu 
figure will be the same as s m’ as marked in the heliocentric 
figures. S'lghra anomaly is defined as longitude of S'fgh- 

A 

roccha—longitude of the L,—aEiM 2 =a\E a A 2 

a 1 E a M a — m fig. 13. In the heliocentric fig. 11, since A X EV X 

is the longitude of the Slghroeoha, and A 1 B S the longitude 
of the Sun treated as the Madhy&graha of the Inferior 

planet iW - A 1 ES = V‘BS = VSS 1 =m=the S'ighra ano¬ 
maly. In fig 12, m=S 1 SJ = SBJ = A l BS—A'BJ 1 = A‘ES- 

A S J — Longitude of the Sun treated as the S'lghroocha 
of the Superior planet minus longitude of the heliocentric 
planet known as Mandasphutagraha or the planet rectified 
for the Mandaphala or equation of centre—S'ighra anomaly 
In the case of the Inferior planet the heliocentric direction 
of the planet is equal to the S'lghroccha. Now consider the 
triangles ESV, JSE, EiMiMa of the three figures. Evidently 

ESV = JSE = EiMfM, = 180 - m = Supplement of 

S'lghra anomaly. If, further it is shown and (it will be 

, , n , SV SE M t M a fl . 

shown subsequently) — — — = 9 the similarity 

of the triangle EiMiM geocentric figure separately with 
ESV and JSV will have been established. Taking this 

similarity to have been established, M, E M 2 known as 

-A A 

S'lghraphala will be equal to SEV in fig, 11 and SJE in 
fig. 12. In fig. 13, M 2 the prativritta Madhagraha is also 
known as the paramarthikagraha or the actual planet where 
as p its geocentric position on the Kakshamandala is . taken 
to be the true planet or apparent position of the planet. In 
figures 11 and 12, EV and EJ are the directions to the 
true planets V and J so that the angles between the Sphuta- 
graha and the Madhyagraha (ie the Manda Sphutagraha = 
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(in fig 11) and==A 1 EJ- 

S'lghrapbala. Once febe similarity of the triangles fig. 12 is 
established, the equality of the S'lghraphala will be establi¬ 
shed. Also due to the similarity mentioned above the for¬ 
mulae for K as given in Hindu Astronomy should also 
accord with that in the heliocentric figures. In fact in the 
heliocentric figures K 2 = R 3 + r 2 ~f~ 2Rr cosm = R a +r 3 4- 
2RH coam which is indentical with the four formulae given 
before as per verses 27, 28, 29. It will be seen that the 
epicycle (Mi) with radius MiM a will be identical with the 
inner circles in the heliocentric circles, whereas the 
Kakshamandal (EJ with radius R will be identical with the 
outer circles of the heliocentric figures. 

Before we proceed further, we shall annex the table 
wherein the ratio r/R as given in Hindu Astronomy will be 
seen to accord with that in modern astronomy. 


Planet 

_ 

Periphery 
of the 
S'lghra- 
epicycle 

Periphery 
of the 
deferent 

t 

Ratio 

Value in modern 
astronomy 
taking Earth's 
radius to be 
unity 

Mercury 

132° 

| 

o 

O 

CD 

CO 

_ 

r ™ 

1 3 3 _ . o 7 

i 


•387 

Venus 

258° 

360° 

'll 6 


*723 

Mars 

2431° 

363° 

1*5 


1*52 

Jupiter 

o 

QO 

CD 

360° 

5*8 


5*2 

Saturn 

40° | 

S 

1 

360° 

9 

__i 


9*5 


In the light of this table the similarity of the triangles 
ESVi and JSE with EiMiMa is now established. 
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Formula for S'lgbraphaia from the heliocentric figures 


In fig. 11. L = 




' K 


«in SEV 
sin EBV 80 


y^s. 


- X sin m 

xY 


In fig. 12 


r 


X\ 

sin SJE /\ 

_ tj^afe sin SJE 


K sin ES-J ” E 

Both these accord with the Hindu formula. 


sm m 


It will be interesting to point out here that in fig 11, 
keeping the earth constant and supposing the Sun S to go 
in a circle with centre E and radius ES, the orbit of the 
Inferior planet Y will play the part of the epicycle of 
Hindu Astronomy. Thus in the case of the Inferior planets, 
the epieyclic theory is only a different version of the helio¬ 
centric theory. In the case of the Superior planets, how¬ 
ever, (fig. 12) cut off EJ 1 =SJ along EJ"parallel to SJ; then 
J*J will be parallel to ES just as M x M a is parallel to E X E 2 in 
fig. 13. Then the circle with E as centre and EJ 1 as radius 
corresponds to the deferent of fig 13, whereas the circle (J 1 ) 
with centre J 1 and radius J X J corresponds to the epicycle. 
The circle with S as centre and radius SJ corresponds to 
the eccentric. 

I 

Verse 30. The equ ation of centre pertaining to the 
Sun, and the Moon using a simpler table of H sines where 
the radius = 120 units. The H sines of the mean anomaly 
as found from the simpler Hsine table where radius = 120, 
multiplied by 20, and divided by 1108 and 477 respectively 
gives the equation of centre of the Sun and the Moon in 
degrees. 

Comm. The maximum equation of centre with respect 
to the Bun is 2°-10 / -31\ Then the argument is “ If by the 
H sine of the anomaly equal to the radius 120, we have the 
above max. equation what shall we have for H sin m T\ 
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The answer is 


H sin m X 2 o -10'-3T r „ 2- 21 -° 


very approximately 


120 

231 

14400 


222- X H sin m 
120 


H sin m 


20 

1103 


H sin m 


Similarly in the case of the Moon, the maximum equation 
of centre is 5°-2'-8". By the same argument as above we 
L H sin m X 1133 _ H sin m X 20 _ H sin m X 20 

haV6 ' 225X120 64000 477 

1133 


Verse 31. Rectification of the mean daily motion of 
the Sun and the Moon. 

The H cosine of the mean anomaly divided by 54 in 
the case of the Sun and in the ca3e of the Moon multiplied 
by 4 and divided by 7 gives the increment or decrement in 
the respective mean motions according as 90X m < 270 or 
270 < m < 360 -j- 90. 


Comm, We have Equation of centre = ~~ H sin m 

XV 


$m 


E (say) so that differentiating SB = — H cosm 

JLli R 


But 


~ H cosm is called kotiphala and gm is called Kendra 
R 

gafci so that g£ = Kotiphala X Kondragati. Sinoe ^. 

XV 

phala is negative when 90 < m <270 gE is negative but in 
Hindu Astronomy we measure the Kendra not from perigee 
as in modern astronomy but from aphelion so that the equ¬ 
ation of centre is strictly — X H sin m if sign is also 

XV 

taken into consideration. Hence <JE must be + ve. Since 
M + E = S where M is the mean planet, E the equation of 
centre and S the true planet gS=gm-fgB so that the true 
motion is equal to the mean motion plus $E. As gB is-f-ve 
when 90 < m < 270 as mentioned above we have to add 
this to the mean motion to get the true motion. This 
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is called gatiphala or what is to be added to the mean 
motion to give the true motion. Incidentally we have 
commented on the contents of verse 37. 

Verse 32. The S'lghra phala with respect to the Star- 
planets* 

—- being multiplied by the radius E or 

the product of H sin m and r being divided by K the arc of 
the result gives the S'lghraphala, 

Comm. In the verse it is mentioned that the product 
of the Bhujaphala and the radius is divided by K so that the 

formula for the Bhujaphala being the S'lghra- 

phalajya will be — 8 * Q — ~ which is stated in the alter¬ 

native. We have already derived this formula before where 
we got H sin E a = — s — ^ — r ‘ The arc of this will be 

E 8 i.e. the S'lghra-phala, (E a because we take Ei as the 
Mandaphala). 

Verses 33 and 34. An alternative formulation of 
S'lghra-pbala. 

H sin m being multiplied by R and divided by K 
and the difference between the arc of the result and 
H sin m will be the S'lghra-phala. Here H sin m belongs 
to the eccentric. The arc of the maximum S'lghra-phalajya 
added to or subtraoted from 90° will give respectively the 
Quadrants and the H sine will have to be taken of the 
elapsed Kendra or its Koti according as the Qnadrant is o$S 
or even. 

. Comm. Ref. fig. 18. From the similarity of the tri¬ 
angles E x M a N and E x PM, 

= I X M,N 
K 
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. But PM is the E sine of m 1 where m 1 is called Sphufca 
kendra (m is called the madhya-Kendra). Hence 

H sin m 1 = i X M 2 N= i X Bhuja jy a (in the eccentric) 
K K 

m 1 = H Sin" 1 x Bhujajya j = PA X 

MjP = S'lghraphala = MjAj - PA* =* Kakshya- 
mandala Bahu minus the cfaapa m 1 — Here a clear under¬ 
standing of the word Bahu or what is the same Bhuja should 
be had. The arc pertaining to the angle m in the eccentric 
is known as the Bahu in the eccentric and that to the 
angle m in the deferent as the Bahu in the deferent. When 
O<m<90, m is itself spoken of as Bahu; when 90<m<180, 
180—m is spoken of as the Bahu; when 180<m<270, 
m — 180 is the Bahu and when 270<m<360, 860—m is 
the Bahu. Thus the Bahu is that angle whose H sine will 
be H sin m numerically. When it is said in the verse 
‘ f^TT^cTT ’ the word Bhuja is the arc M 2 A 2 as is 

mentioned in the same verse 4 srig: The 

second part of the verse divides the eccentric circle into 
such quadrants that in them S'lghraphala increases from 
Zero to a maximum, decreases again from a maximum to 
zero, again in creases from zero to a maximum and again 
decreases from a maximum to zero. Thus at A 2 of the 
eccentric the S'lghraphala is zero; at a lf it is a maximum 
namely the arc bjCj where H sin b 1 c 1 =a 1 c 1 =r; Thus in 
the course of A a a a the arc of the eccentric the S'lghraphala 
gradually increases from zero to a maximum and in the 
course of the S'lghraphala decreases from a max to zero. 
Again from a» to a 3 it increases from .zero to a max and 
from a 8 to A 2 it decreases from the maximum to zero. Thus 
the quadrants in the case of S’lghraphala arc not of 90° but 
arcs A a a lf a,a 2 , a 2 a a and a 3 A^ which are respectively of mag¬ 
nitude 90° + H Sin" 1 ?-, 90 - H Sin~V, 90 - B Sin“ V and 
90+H Sin" V. In the case of Mandaphala also, the quadrants 
should have been of the same magnitude if the so-called 
KarnSnupata has been postulated i.e. reducing the Manda- 
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phala from the extremity of the Kama to the extremity of 
the radius in the deferent; but as this KarnSnupata is not 
adopted, the difference being negligible the quadrants are 
all of equal magnitude i.e. each of 90°. 

In the course of the commentary of this verse Bhaakara 
mentions that for Mercury, as the maximum S'lghraphala is 
21°-31'-43", the quadrants arc of magnitude 3-21-31-43, 
2-8-28-17, 2-8-28-17 and 3-21-31-43 respectively. 

Also in the commentary Bhaskara adds that a x which 
is the point of intersection of the eccentric with the hori¬ 
zontal diameter the S'lghraphala is maximum and 
that at that point the mean motion is itself the true motion 

. That the S'lghraphala at a>i and a 8 is maximum is 
clear from the figure 13, where it is equal to the arcs bjCj and 
b a c 2 whose H sine is equal to r. To prove that the mean 
motion is itself the true motion, we have the equation 
M a -f E 3 = S where M a is the mean planet here or the 
Mandasphutagraha or planet rectified for the equation of 
centre, (by the equation M I +E 1 =M al M x being the original 
mean planet and E, the equation of centre) so that 8M a 4gE t 
= gS where gM 2 is the mean motion here, £8 the true 
motion and gM 9 is the variation in the S'lghraphala; but at 
‘‘a, and a 8 E 2 the S'lghraphala being maximum gE a is zero. 
Hence £M a = BS which means that the mean motion is 
itself the true motion. 

Verse 34. Latter half, 35 and 36 former half. 

The mean planet rectified for the equation of centre or 
Manda-phala is called Mandasphuta. Then subtracting the 
longitude of the Mandasphuta from that of the respective 
S'lghroecha, the result will be the S'lghra anomaly from 
which the S'lgbra-phala is to be obtained. Rectifying the 
Mandasphuta for this second equation namely' S'lghraphala, 
again obtaining therefrom the equation of oentreeffeoting- 
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this in the original mean planet and again correcting for 
S'ighraphala and repeating the process till a constant value 
is obtained, the true planet is had with respect to the star- 
planets other than Mars. But with respect to let 

first the mean planet be corrected for half of the equation 
of centre. Then make half of the correction of S'ighraphala. 
Take the resulting planet to be the mean planet and again 
finding the equation of centre, make this whole correction 
in the original mean planet. Again taking the resulting 
planet to be the Mandasphuta effect the entire S'ighraphala. 
Then we have the true planet. 

Comm. The Suryasiddhanta stipulates the same kind 
of correction in the case of all the star-planets. 

v „ _ n _ . ~ 

♦ 

sim cfcft 

i.e. In the first place half of the S'lghra- 
phala is to be effected in the mean planet; taking that to 
be the mean planet and computing the equation of centre 
half of it is administered; taking the resulting to be the 
mean planet and computing the equation of centre, the 
entire equation of centre is now to he administered in the 
original mean planet; taking the result to be the Manda- 
sphutagraha, and computing the S'ighraphala, it is to be 
administered in full in the Mandasphuta. Then we have 
the true planet. 

In modern astronomy, the equation of centre is first 
done and the result will be the planet in its heliocentric 
elliptic orbit. To reduce it to the geocentric position, the 
second correction is made which corresponds to the Hindu 
S'ighraphala. Thus the two corrections administered suc¬ 
cessively gives the apparent or true geocentric planet. 

Though the mutual relationship as conceived between 
the equation of centre and the S'ighraphala in Hindu Astro¬ 
nomy is deemed irrational by modern interpreters of Hindu 
tropomy, thepe is some rationale in the process as ex- 
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plained by this author in his work 4 A critical study of 
Ancient Hindu Astronomy ’ (published by the Rarnatak 
University) page 98. 

Verse. Cited from Goladhyaya. 

The equation of centre is to be applied to the mean 
planet to obtain the centre of the S'lghraepicycle; then to 
obtain the true position the S'lghraphala is to applied to the 
Mandasphutagraba; hence the two equations are mutually 
related so that the true position is obtained after repeated 
application of the two equations. 

Comm . Explained above. 

Verse 86 latter half and 37. The true daily motion 
of the planet is the excess of the longitude of the true planet 
of the next day over that of the true planet of the previous 

day. 

The Kotiphala being multiplied by the daily motion of 
the Manda mean anomaly and divided by the radius, and 
the result being added to or subtracted from the mean 
motion, gives what is called Mandasphutagati. 

Comm. Already explained before. If M„ M 2 and S be 
the mean planet, Mandasphutagraba, and the true planet 
respectively, and if Ei and E 2 be respectively the two equa¬ 
tions, then 

M 2 +E 2 =S so that' 


Here gM,=mean daily motion, gE x =daily variation 
in the Mandaphala, gM a —daily motion of the Mandasphuta 
graha or what is the same Mandasphutagati, §E a =?daily 
variation in the second equation and &S = True daily 
motion. 
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Lallacharya formulates the Mandasphutagati in a 
different manner which is equally correct (Ref. verse 45 
Spastadhikara Sisyadhi Yriddhida “ fsRPTTfcTT 

7^ m X R 

*Frr% ’’ i. e. -—^ = Mandasphuta¬ 
gati where gm^Madhyagati or mean motion and K is the 
Manda Karna equal to */R 2 -{- r 2 Hh 2 R r cos m 


Mandasphutagati = 
gm X R 

/ , , n r r 3 = gm 

a/ 1 + 2 ~ cos m 4- 


R 


R a 


( 


, i 2 r 
It— cos m 
JR. 


- i 


) 


gm^ 1 -f- R cos m j negleoting the smaller 


term 


2R a 


within brackets 


= gm + y H C °^ - ^ gm = gm+ X *5? 

= gm + ^P ^ X _ Mjnd a kendragati ag given by 

Bhaskara. 


Verse 38. In the case of the Moon, obtaining the true 
Moon for a particular moment and his daily motion for the, 
day, the ending moment of the tithi near at hand is to be 
computed with that daily motion, and the method of suc¬ 
cessive approximations is to be used to rectify the ending 
moment. In the case of the ending moment of the tithi be¬ 
ing sufficiently far away, then it does not matter even if 
the above daily motion is applied to get the approximate 
ending moment. In as much as the Moon’s daily motion is 
great and varies from moment to moment the motion 
at the moment is to be used. 

Comm, Strictly speaking the ending moment of every 
tithi is to be computed by the method of successive approxi¬ 
mation. That is why in the computation of eclipses, 
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Moon’s hourly motion is given in modern almanacs. Since 
it is very cumbrous to use the metfaocTof successive approxi¬ 
mation to determine the ending moment of every tithi, the 
Hindu almanac-makers generally compute the ending 
moment of a tithi using the daily motion of the moon 
computed for the moment of Sun-rise of the day. Only for 
ritual purposes, the method of successive approximation is 
used and also in the computation of eclipses. 

Verse 39. Computation of the S'lghragatiphala. 

Hsin (90 “ E ’ ) x - ss wWa *1 j g ^ daily 

l 

motion of the S'lghroccha, E a — S'lghraphala, gm = daily 
motion in the Shghra mean anomaly, K — S'lghrakarna, 
and §S the true motion of the planet. If §S is negative the 
planet is retrograde. 

Comm. This is mathematically an important verse, 
and the proof given by Bhaskara really reflects his 
genius. Before we attend to his proof, we shall give this a 
modern treatment. (Ref. figs. 14, 15). SA and EA 1 are the 



heliocentric and geocentric directions to Aswini the Hindu 
Zero-point of the Zodiac; S = Sun, E = Earth; V = In¬ 
ferior planet Venus or Mercury; J = Superior planet; E = 
S'lghra-phala, K — S'lghra Karna; M = S'lghra anomaly. 
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Fig. 15 

True motion of the planets = g (A'BV) or & (A*EJ) 

But gfA'EVHS (A'EV'-n) and g (A 1 EJ) = g (A’ES-n) 

In the case of the Inferior planet g (A 1 EV 1 ) = g (ASY) 
= S'lghrocchagati and gn is Sphutakendragati where n is 
called Sphutakendra, m being called Madhyakendra. In 
the case of the Superior planet g (A X ES) = S'lghrocchagati 
because the Sun plays the part of S'lghroccha in the case of 
a Superior planet and gn = Sphutakendragati as before. 
Hence in both the cases, Sphutagati=S'lghragati—Sphuta¬ 
kendragati. We have now to find Sphutakendragati to • 
obtain Sphutagati, as Bhaskara remarks rightly “ngrfffifr' 

In other words we have to find 
gn. Erom the figures K cosn — R cos m = r (i) Differentia¬ 
ting this we have — K sin n gn + cos n gK + R sin m gm 
= 0 (ii).But K 2 = R 2 -j- r 2 -f 2Br cos m so that 2gK X K 
= — 2Rr sin mg m (3) Eliminating gK between (2) and 

(3) — K sin ng n — + R sin 


i.e. K sin ngn = R sin mgm ( 1"" ^ 008 n ) 


R sin 


r cos 
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But K — r cos n = R cos E. 


Bn 


R sin m^ro X R cos B 


K 3 


n 


But; R sin m « K sin n 


Cancelling gn = B = Hoo^Egm a3 giyen fey 


K 


Bhaskara. In the formula H sin E — —P m , Bhaskara 

perceived the variability of both H sin m and K on 
the right hand side and he exclaims *' if ft 

<*;& st mzii ^rr- 

ftsfeft zm sttsto ^??rc ftc^r 

SfrRT%$f%: > cRTOT 5ewr^grr ” i.e. “The 

variation in the S'lghraphala is not entirely constituted 

by the variation in m but also by that in K. .80 

leaving the method of seeking ftE through the formula 

H sin E = r *± n - — the great intelligent astronomers 

K 

used the formula. 


Sphutabhukti = S'lghra Bhukti — Sphuta Kendra- 
bhukti (Bhukti means gati) wherein it was%ought to obtain 

A 

‘the variation in Sphutakendra i.e. n in the figures. 

We have given a proof of Bhaskara’s formula, which 
circumvented finding S'lghragatiphala but which sought 
directly Sphutabhukti, by using the modern heliocentric 
figures. We shall now see how Bhaskara could deal with 
such a tough problem. Refer fig 16. Let P„ P a be two 
positions of the planet on two consecutive days relative to 
the S'lghra A a , so that P x E 1 P a is the Sphuta Kendragati 
spoken of. It will be noted that it is not Sphutagati be¬ 
cause P lf P 2 are positions of the planet relative to A* which 
is itself moving (as rightly remarked by Bhaskara). It is 
Snhuta Kendragati because A^EjP, and A t E x P, are the 
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Kendras on two consecutive 
days whereas Madhyakendragati 

is P.EgPa- Also, we have the 
equation. 

S' I g h r a — Sphutagraha — 
Sphutakendra so that S'ighra- 
gati — Sphutagati = Sphuta- 
kendragati. Hence Sphutagati 
= S'lghragati — Sphutakendra- 

Fig. 16 

gati. So we have now to seek 

the value of P^P,. Let P,a stand for the S'lghra- 
phala of the first day which is equal to e f, f being the true 
planet of the first day. E 2 d will be parallel to E : f because 
P x e being parallel to E, E 2 and e f being equal to P* d, d f 
11 Pi e (parallels to Ei Ea cut off equal arcs on the two 
circles). This may be seen also as follows. Since P x d is 
taken to be equal to e f, e being the mean planet and f the 

true on the first day e E, f = P, E 2 d. But E x e 11 E a P x 

e E x f * E x P x E 2 P x E 2 d = E, P : E 2 and alter¬ 
nate angles being equal Ei P, 11 E a d. P 1 a is the H sine 
of P x d where P 2 b is the H sine P 2 d. Looking upon P,P 2 
as an increment in P, d i.e. looking upon the Kendragati 

P, E 2 P a as an increment in S'lghraphala, Bhaskara usee 
the method of Bhogyakbanda sphuti Karana to obtain the 
Sphutakendragati. From the figure. 

P 2 c = P 2 b *— P,a = H sin (G + 8m) — H sin E 

_ H sin E H cos Sm+Hcos E H sin 

R 



H * “Tpn 

sin E 
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Taking H cos g M = R and H sin gm = 

p 2 c = — This is ali fche end of E, P a i.e. 

Jtt 

at fche end of K; so fco gefc fche corresponding chord in 

fche deferenfc we do Earnanupafca so that fche result, is 

H cos B gm _ R H cos B gm , , _ , 

- -—— X ~ as glven -Bhaskara. 

We have cub short Bhaskara’s method of Bhogyakhanda 
Sphufclkarana bo make ifc clear fco a modern sfcudenfc. Since 
P 2 o is small, passing on from fche H sine fco fche arc is nob 
necessary, for, fche H sine of a small arc is equal fco fche arc 
itself. 


Bhaskara's argument}, however, is as follows:—“If for 
225, we have Bhogya Khanda, whab for gm? ” The result 

is — ; Then B is rectified as follows:—“ When the 
225 

H cosine B is equal fco fche radius, i.e. initially in the H sine 
table, the Bhogyakhanda is 225, then what is it for H cos E?” 

The result is .—j which we have to substitute 


for B. Then if this be at fche end of K what is ifc 
the end of R ? ” The result is ^ 25 X ^ 


B 


225 


R H cos E X gm 


at 

X 


Before we proceed fco explain * 1 
we shall explain what Bhaskara pointed out as a mistake in 
Lall5charya. 

Verse 40. Let Mathematicians understand that what 
formula was given by Lallsoharya for S^ighragafciphala is 
not corrects. When fche anomaly is 90° or 270°, fche gafci* 
phala vanishes and there will be gafciphala at fche points 
where it ought to be Zero according fco his formula. 

21 
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Comm. Ref. verse 45, Spastadhikara, Sisya Dhi- 
vrddhida 

a 


K 


i.e. 


) X R 


X 


S'lghraphala Bbogya kanda 
225 


— S'lghragatiphala. 


Here the quantity within the brackets is gm. What 
Lallacharya had in his mind is as follows. ‘ If for the Adya 
Khanda 225 we have H cos E = R, what shall we have for 
the Bhogya Khanda of the S'lghraphala ? ” The result 


would be 


H sin (E + 225) - H sin E 


R 

225 


/H sin E H cos 225 + H cos E H sin 225— H sin E 

\ R 


) 


x 


R 

225 


Taking H cos 225 = R and H sin 225 = 225 it would be 
H cos E X _22 5 x A = H 008 B. So Lallacharya’s 


formula would become X H cos E as given by Bhas- 

kara. The charge levelled at Lallacharya is due to the fact 
that by the word ‘ As'u-chapa ’ by which Lallacharya meant 
Bhaskara meant 4 ’ . When the 

Kendra = 90 or 270, the Bhogyakhanda being Eero, the 
S'lghragatiphala would be Zero. Also where it ought to be 
zero namely (90 + H sinV) & (270 — H sin 1 ?’) it would not 
be zero. If Lallacharya had really meant what Bhaskara 

allributed to him, the formula would be — QQ y xt ^ m 

it is very unlikely that Lallacharya would have meant this 
wrong formula, for, even if K were taken by him to be 

steady, g = rJ B ew mfrn an(J 

ya’s formula does not contain V. The only non-rigorous 
part in Laliaeharya’s formula is at the point where he took 
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H cos 225 — R and H sin 225 = 225 which is rather crude. 
Bhaskara of coarse improved on this crudeness by taking 
to be an increment in E. 

In the commentary under this verse, Bhaskara, 
having misinterpreted Lallacharya’s phrase as 

meaning and not as ansjjqKWTfq' which was 

in the mind of Lallacharya, goes on recounting examples 
where the wrong formula attributed to him would give 
wrong results. So, we need not enter into those details. 

Now we shall correlate Bhaskara’s formula with its 
modern counterpart. Assuming coplanar heliocentric cir¬ 
cular orbits for planets, let us see at what points two planets 
appear mutually stationary, that is, have a Zero relative 
angular velocity before they appear mutually retrograde. 

Let S = Sun, E = Earth, J = Jupiter, u = Earth’s 

linear velocity, v — Jupi¬ 
ter’s linear velocity r and 
R the orbital radii of the 

Earth and Jupiter respe¬ 
ctively. Let EE 1 and JJ 1 
be perpendiculars to EJ so 
that when the relative velo¬ 
city of Jupiter with respect 
to the Earth perpendicular 
to EJ is Zero, Jupiter will 
appear stationary as seen 
from the Earth. This 

means that u cos 0 + v cos l—O 
• u __ — cosg 
v cos 0 

But from triangle ESJ, 

R cos d) + K cos 0 = r 
r cos <4 + K cos £ = R 


I 

II 


III and 
IY 



Fig.17 
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From III & IV SSL* = r eog^ -B 

cos 0 R cos 0 —r 

Equating — j from II and Y 
* 6 cos 0 


V 


u 

V 


rcos <* ~ - R so that = cos i 


R cos d> — r ~~ rv + Ru 

If m be the S'fghra anomaly m = 180 — d> 

1 ru + Rv\ 


so that cos m 


-£ 


VI 


,rv + Ru/ 

Now we shall show that Rhaskara’s formula accorJs with 

this Spastagati = S'lghragati — ^ C ° S j^ • As per 

Bhaskara 

Spastagabi — 0 if S'lghragati = — c - 08 ^. VII 

ie. Japiter appeirs stationary as sean from Earth, if S'lghra- 
H cos E gm 


gati 


K 


The angular velocities of Earth and Japiter are respect¬ 
ively - and ~ so that the Sun’s apparent velocity is also 

~ and = Kendra gati = Sun’s apparent velocity 

minus Jupiter’s heliocentric velocity = - — ~ 

r R 

Substituting in VII 

S'lghragati = * = - M 

r K \ r R / 

u { H cos E _ _ Hoos E v 

■■ a r~ l ) k x r 

jo u / H 009 B — K \ _ H cos E v v 
r \ K / K X B 



But H cos E = R cos E = R cos £ (here) | standing 
for E and R cos | — K = — r cos 0 

so that - X — r cos Q — u cos | 
r 

u cos Q u cos £ = 0 

This is equation I derived from modern methods; so that 
Bhaskara’s formula accords with I and the rest follows as 

ru -f- Ri? \ 

TV B)U ) 

Substituting the values of r and R for each of the pla¬ 
nets and noting that r = epioyclic radius or Antyaphalajya 
R = 3433', u — mean velocity of the Sun and v = mean 
velocity of the planet, wa have the respective values of m 
when planets appear stationary or, what is the same we 
could more easily use equation I noting that 0 — m — $ 
and thereby get the values of m for stationary values. 

We shall give here some points of observation pertain¬ 
ing to S'lghraphala and S'fghragatiphala. 

We have M 2 + B a = S I where M a == Mandasphuta- 
graha and E 2 = the S'lghraphala where from we have 
£M a + $E a = &S II i.e. Mandasphutagati + S'ighragati 
phala = Spastagati (a) Let E a be maximum so that 
J)E a = 0, then &M a — gS. This means that in the helio¬ 
centric figures II and 12, at the points a and b ( : the 
S'lghraphala being maximum; the Mandasphuta gati will be 
itself the Spashtagati. This Hue ab, it will be seen corres¬ 
ponds with the so called “ ” 

i.e. the line cutting the eccentric, drawn through the centre 
of the deferent. 

(b) The planet begins to retrograde only after the 
Spashtagati vanishes i.e. after J)M a ^E a becomes Zero. 
Taking ^M a to be almost a constant since the Mandagabi 
phala is small, the negative value of gE a must cancel §M a 
in order that the Spashtagati may be zero. gE* becomes 


before i.e. cos m 


- 



negative when the planet courses Boa arc of the smaller 
segment ab, because E 2 decreases from a maximum value 
to zero. As a matter of fact gE 2 negatively increases along 
ac and again increases from a negative minam at c to Zero 
at b as we course along ob (vide fig. 11 & 12). Thus the 
planet will assume zero velocity at swo points symmetrical 
about c and in between ab. In other words the planet will 
be retrograde along the arc cd 2 not entirely along ab as 
some have misconstrued. Regarding E a , it is clear that it 
is zero at S'. then gradually increases to a maximum as the 
planet traces S'a, the maximum being assumed at a, then 
it decreases from the maximum to zero as the planet 
courses the arc ac. and then increases from zero to a maxi¬ 
mum at b and finally decreases from that maximum to 
zero at S' again. Keeping the Earth constant it wiil be 
noted that an Inferior planet always goes anticlockwise 
whereas a Superior planet always goes clockwise. Also 
it will be seen that the S'lghraphaia is positive as the planet 
courses the arc S'ac, whereas it is negative a3 it courses 
cbS'. 


(c) The values of the spashtagati at S' and 0 will be 
respectively putting H cos E = R in the formula. 


Spashtagati = 


S'lghragati 


H cos Egm 
K 


Here for* 


S'lghragati we may put U and U - V for grn, and putting 
K = R + r at S' and R — r at C» the values of the spash¬ 
tagati would be 


and 

R -f r 
RY — r TJ 

—--- respectively, 

JW —r 


?.-&((] - V) . RV +r U , 
R r E-j-r 


— > if R 8 V - rBV + R/U - r*U > 

R 2 V - RrU + >'RV - r a CJ 
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ie. if rR (U - V) > R r (V — U). U — V is + ve and 
equal to Y — U. 

So the positive velocity at S' of the planet will be 
equal to its negative or retrograde velocity at 0. A quan¬ 
tity assuming values K, 0, — K,0,K must have a value 
numerically less than K in between. Thus the velocity 
direct or retrograde at any point of the orbit is less than 
$he numerical value of the velocity at S' and G. 

Verse 41. Retrograde motion. 

The planets Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus and Saturn 
will be retrograde when the S'ighra anomaly assumes values 
163, 145, 125, 165 and 113 respectively and the direct 
motion again ensues at (36*J—163), (360 —145), (380—125), 
360 — (165) and (360 — 113) respectively. 


Comm. Since we have had the formula VI 


cos m = 


/ rU + Rt> 

Uv + RU 


for stationary points, 


noting that cos (180 — 0) — — cos 0 = cos (180 -f 0 ) the 
stationary points are symmetrically situated with respect 
to S'of figures 11 and 12. As mentioned before substitut¬ 
ing the values of U, V, r, R for all the planets we can 
prove the veraoity of Bhaskara’s statement. 


Verse 42. Heliacal rising and setting of planets. 


Mars rises heliacally in the Bast by 28°, Jupiter by 
14°, Saturn by 17° of S'ighra anomaly and set heliacally in 
the west by degrees which are the differences of the above 
and 360° respectively. 


Comm. The Sun’s velocity being greater than that of 
the Superior planets, the Sun overtakes them so that they 
set in west and rise in the Bast. When these planets are 
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situated within particular limits from the Sun, they will be 
invisible in the rays of the Sun. As these superior planets 
will be near the Sun, near the moment of conjunction, 
they will not be seen at conjunction and within particular 
limits from the position of the Sun. The limits cited 
above mostly depend upon their respective brilliance and 
to some extent upon their distances from the Sun too. 
Their brilliance again depends upon the extent of their 
gibbosity. The formula given for the phase in modern 

astronomy is phase = ^~^~ CQS -^P§ and noting that Bps =* 

A 

Ea — the S'lghraphala, phase = - Hence the Supe* 

rior planets are always gibbous ie. the disc illuminated will 
be always greater than J. Though at conjunction E a = 0 
and the entire discs of the major planets will be illumina¬ 
ted, we cannot see them as they are immersed in the rays 
of the Bun. As they emerge out of conjunction gradually 
E a will be increasing so that the discs will be illuminated 
lesser and lesser gradually. But K decreasing, the brilli¬ 
ance will not be so much effected. Along the arc acb (figs. 
11, 12) the planets gradually gain in illumination and will 
be brightest when they are in opposition both as cos E in¬ 
creases and K decreases. In other words the Superior 
planets appear more and more brilliant when they are 
retrograding, being most brilliant at ‘O’. The spherical 
radii of Jupiter Saturn and Mars being in decreasing 
order, their brilliance will be in decreasing order so that 
they will be rising at distances from the Sun which are in 
increasing order. The inverse square law of courses works 
here but combining the two factors (I) the spherical radius 
of the planet and (2) the inverse square law, we may take 
it that Bhaskara’s numbers cited above namely 28 a , 17° 
and 14° for Mars, Saturn and Jupiter respectively accord 
with truth, for, these numbers are given by Bhaskara or 
his authority Brahmagupta only after observing the planets 
rising heliacally. 
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That the positions of the planets while setting or rising 
heliacally will be situated symmetrically with respect to 
the Sun, goes without saying. 

But one thing. In the chapter called Udayastamaya- 
dhyaya, the degrees known as Kalamsas which are given 
as the arcs between the planets and the Sun for heliacal 
rising or setting, are different from the numbers given 
above, for, the latter are the values of the S'lghra anomaly. 
In the case of Mars when the S'lghra anomaly is 28°, the 
S'fghraphala will be 11°, so that the apparent distance of 
the planet will be 28°—11°=17° which are the Kalamsas 
for Mars. Similarly in the case of Jupiter, when the 
S'lghra anomaly is 14°, the Stghraphala will be 3°, so that 
the distance between the planet and the Sun as seen from 
the earth will be 11°, which are given as Jupiter’s Kala¬ 
msas. Also in the case of Saturn, the S'fghraphala for 17* 
of anomaly will be 2°, so that the Kalamsas would be 15°. 

Verse 48. Mercury and Venus rise in the West by 
50* and 24* of S'lghra anomaly respectively, and set in 
the West by 155°, and 177* respectively. They rise in the 
East by 205° and 183® of S'lghra anomaly and set there by 
310* and 336° respectively. 

Comm. Regarding the Inferior planets, they rise 
heliacally in the East after Inferior conjunction and then 
they are retrograde. They attain gradually the maximum 
elongation in the East and after they revert to direot 
motion, their elongation gradually decreases. They then 
set in the East and heliacally rise thereafter in the West. 
There again their elongation attains a maximum value ,* 
then they begin to retrograde and gradually set in the 
West only to rise in the Ea3t. This is all clear from the 
heliocentric figure 11. When the S'lghra anomalies of 
Mercury and Venus happen to be respectively 50° and 24®, 
their S'lghraphalas would be 18° and 11® respectively, so 
that they are themselves the Kalamsas, in a3 much as in 

22 
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the case of the Inferior planets, the S'lghraphala will be 
itself their elongation eastern or western. Then they 
rise in the West, being near Superior conjunction. When 
again their S'lghra anomalies equal respectively 155* and 
177 a , the same S'ighraphalas will arise so that they set 
heliaoally in the West. Then as the S'lghra anomalies 
attain the symmetrical values on the other side ie. (360- 
155) and (360-177) ie. 205° and 183° the S'ighraphalas being 
the same, they rise in the East. Again when they attain 
the values (360-50) and (360-24) ie. 310° and 336°, they 
set in the East on account of the same S'ighraphalas or 
Kalamsas. 

Verse 44. When the S'lghra anomalies have parti¬ 
cular values, to decide when the planets rise or set helia¬ 
oally, we have to take the difference of those particular 
values and the numbers given above for the respective 
S'lghra anomalies, oonvert them into minutes of arc and 
divide the results by the daily motion in the S'lghra ano¬ 
malies in minutes of arc. Then we have the number of 
days in which the rising or setting takes place thereafter. 

Comm. Suppose it is required when Mercury rises in 
the West. Suppose we want to oompute this on a parti¬ 
cular day when Mercury’s S'lghra anomaly is x°. Then 
because we know that Mercury rises in the West when his - 
S'lghra anomaly is 50, we have to calculate by how many 
days the difference 1 x—50 | of the S'lghra anomaly would 
be covered. Let the daily motion of the S'lghra anomaly 

be y' per day, Then by rule of three J- x ~50 - 

y 

be the number of days before or after as the case may be 
for Mercury to rise in the West. 

Verse 45. To obtain the Mean planet knowing the 
True. 

Assume the True planet to be the Mean; oompute the 
Manda and S'ighraphalas and applying them inversely, 



we have an approximation of the Mean planets. Treating 
these as the Mean planets, again obtaining the Manda and 
S'lghraphalas and again applying them inversely and 
repeating the process till constant values are obtained, we 
have by this method of successive approximation the Mean 
planets required. 

Comm. The method of successive approximation is 
clear. 

Verse 46. To obtain the equinoctial shadow. 

Convert the Ayanamsas into minutes of arc, and 
divide by the mean daily motion of the Sun ; then we 
have the number of days before the Mssa or Tula Sam- 
kranti day, or before Makara and Karkataka Samkrants 
days, when the Sun will be in equinoxes or Solstices 
respectively. The mid-day shadow of the Sun cast by the 
gnomon on such an equinoctial day, will give us the 
equinoctial shadow required. 

Comm . The palabha or equinoctial 
shadow as it is called is the length of 
the shadow cast by a gnomon taken 
to be of 12 units in length, (measuring 
the shadow also in the same units), at 
noon of an equinoctial day. In other 
words, if this shadow be of s units, 

clearly = tan <£ (Vide fig. 18). 

lxi 

The Ayanams'as are the degrees of 
the arc of the ecliptic in between the 
Hindu Zero point of the Zodiac and the 
first point of Aries which is now behind the former due to 
the phenomenon known a3 the precession of the equinoxes. 
They are called Ayanams'as because the solstices are also 
behind the Makara and Karkataka Samkranti points of 
the Hindu Zodiac or points which have Hindu longitudes 
270* and 90° resply, by the same arc. The Hindu astro- 
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nomers came to know that the solstices are preceding by 
observations made with the gnomonic shadow at mid-day 
around the solstitial days. The day on which the maxi¬ 
mum mid-day shadow is cast by the gnomon is the Winter 
solstitial day whereas the day on which the mid-day 
gnomonic shadow is maximum in the southern direction 
(assuming the place to be of northern latitude and <£ < ») 
or minimum in the northern direction (($ > <*>) is the 
summer solstitial day. Calculating the Sun’s longitude 
on that day at noon, we know how far the solstitial points 
have preceded behind the points of the Hindu Zodiac which 
have Hindu longitudes 90° and 270°. The word srorsrr: 
has therefore the meaning where the 

Samasa may be viewed as a 

Verses 47, 4B. Calculating the five fundamental 
H sines of a point of the Zodiac pertaining to a point of 
the ecliptic. 

The declination has to be computed from the sum of 
the Hindu longitude of that point and the Ayanamsas. 
Similarly if it be required to find the time before or after 
the rise of a point of the ecliptic, we have to compute them 
from the sum of the longitude of that point and the 
Ayanamsas. 

H sin 24° X H sin X _ T 
E 

H sin 3 g = H cos § — Dyujya II 

8 = H sin" 1 (H sin 8) III 

— X H sin 8 = Kujya IV 

X E 
H cos 8 

H sin" 1 (Charajya) = Charam VI 

Comm . (1) Let rA© be the soliptic where r = 
Vernal Equinox, A = first point of the Hindu Zodiac, 



in between r and ©, 
not shown in the figure 
© * the Sun. Let rA — 
a* = Ayanamsas defined 
before so that r © =(a-f^). 

From the spherical triangle 
r©M, by Napier’s rule, 
sin 5 “ (sin X + a ) sin 
which in Hindu trigono¬ 
metry becomes H sin g - 
H sin {X + a) X sin <» 

R ‘ r 

In Hindu Astronomy the 
obliquity of qhe ecliptic was 
taken to be 24°. The value 
of the obliquity is now 23°-27' approximately and it has 
been know that this has been decreasing. At the time 
when the Hindu Astronomers observed this, it should 
have been greater than 23°~27' so that if it was taken to be 
24°, their observations were not far from truth. This 
means that the antiquity of Hindu Astronomy might be far 
more than what the Moderns estimate it to be. 

(2) How the formula I was derived in Hindu tri¬ 
gonometry was as follows. Let *5 be the summer solstioe 
d>G, ©B, the perpendiculars dropped from a and © on 
the line of intersection of the Equatorial and Ecliptic 
planes namely rBC. Let perpendiculars be dropped from 
and © on the plane of the Equator. Let them be cN, 

A A 

©D, Join NC and DB. Then ©BD = !3CN = the 
dihedral angle between the two planes — <a; 0^ = R 
since in Hindu trigonometry H sin 90° = R. Also gN = 
H sin liE (in Hindu trigonometry) = H sin ; ©D = 
H sin ©M = H sin g; ©B = H sin r © = H sin + a) 
where X is the Hindu longitude of the Sun and a = 
Ayanamsas. It will be seen that © D is a segment of the 
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line of intersection of the planes PCM a plane perpendi¬ 
cular to the plane of the Equator, and ©BD a plane per¬ 
pendicular to the Ecliptic plane. Since 11 ©Band 
ZZN 11 ©D and BD© = = 90°, bo the two tri¬ 

angles are congruent 


...M=||ie.Hsin(, + a) = ®X^ 

. tt . ^ H sin (A -f~ a) H sin <n 
.. H sm g —--—- 

Jit 


NO = SL = -Jcn^ -*rrN a — -JR‘ — H sin a £,' 


H cos g. is called Dyujya as explained below in 

note (3). 


Another way of looking at the similarity of the tri¬ 
angles C^N and B©D is from the fact that they are 
formed by the intersection of parallel planes, both of which 
are perpendicular to the plane of the Equator. This idea will 
be elaborated when we explain fig. 21, wherein the so-called 
latitudinal triangles will be shown to be formed by the 
intersection of the plane of the Equator and planes of 
diurnal circles with the planes of the horizon and the 
prime vertical. In fact, the plane of a great circle and 
the parallel planes of the corresponding small circles form 
the same dihedral angle with the planes of the celestial 
sphere namely the planes of the meridian, horizon and 
prime-vertical so that right-angled triangles formed by 
their intersection will be all similar. 

Eormula II is derived from the formula H sin* g + 

H eos a g = B a derived from fig. 6 from which formula, 
formula III follows. 
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(3) Why H cos $ is called DyujyS in formula II 
is clear from fig. 20 wherein p is the celestial pole, (C) is the 


P 



celestial Equator and (0) is the diurnal circle of a celestial 
body say the © ie. the Sun. Let © N be the perpendicular 
dropped from O on the plane of the Equator so that 
© N = H sin © A — H sin ^ GN == H cos ^ == 0 © = 
radius of the diurnal circle called Dyujya (Dyu — day) 
s&rTfsrsUT — (Madhyamapadalopi Samasa) formulae 
IV, V and VI will be dealt with in the next chapter 
Tripratfnadhyaya more elaborately but one has to under¬ 
stand what Charajya is to follow the subsequent verses of 
this chapter so that we shall give its location and defini¬ 
tion in the light of fig. 21. Let fig. 21 represent the 
celestial sphere in which SEN == Horizon, Z = Zenith, 
N = Nadir Ez = prime vertical EQB * celestial equator, 



IT* 



• — 
N 

Fig. 21 


PP' * Polar axis, SBS' — the diurnal circle o! a celestial 
body S; EW = the East-West line, SS' = TJday5stas0tra 
or the join of the rising and setting points S, S'. This 
SS' is evidently a diameter of the diurnal circle which is 
bisected by the plane of the horizon ; PEP' is called the 
unmandala or the Equatorial horizon. PSA is the decli¬ 
nation circle of S cutting the Equator in A. EA is called 
the charam whose H sine is called CharajyS. The H sine 
of SB in the diurnal circle is called Kujya so that as 
corresponding lines in the diurnal circle and the Equator 
Btand in the ratio H oos $: R, 


Kujya 

GharajyS 


H cos 
R 


I 
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In the beginning of the Tripras'nadhyaya, Bhaskara says 

“ ^ sf<rrara>*rarrfijr 

cTF^^^nf ie. In a place having a 
latitude the diurnal path3 of stars and planets will be 
inclined to the fundamental circles of the celestial sphere 
namely horizon, meridian and prime vertical and so their 
intersection gives rise to - what are called latitudinal tri¬ 
angles, in which the angles would be <4, 9Q-<4 and 90 
where <4 is fche latitude. Thus in fig. 21 the projections 
of the triangles ESB, EDB, DSB, EDE, EBE, ESE and 
EQQ- on the meridian plane will be all triangles in which 
the angles will be (4, 90-(4 and 90° so that they are all 
latitudinal triangles. These are all similar to the funda¬ 
mental gnomonic triangle gmn of fig. 18 wherein also the 
angles are (4, 90-<4 and 90°. Here, there is one important 
point to be observed. We have said “ their projections 
are all similar ”, In fact the corresponding spherical 
triangles enumerated above are all apparently similar, 
though they are not viewed in modern astronomy as 
regular spherical triangles, because all the three sides of 
the triangles are not arcs of great circles. It is not possi¬ 
ble to apply Napier’s rules to these triangles for the reason 
mentioned above. None the less, the property of simil¬ 
arity of the projected right angled triangles is made use 
of in Hindu Astronomy to obtain the magnitudes of the 
sides of the projected triangles. 

EW is called the prak-pratichl sutra, SS' the Uda- 
yasta sutra ; similarly if lines through E, B, D, A parallel 
to EW be drawn, these sutras will intersect the meridian 
planes in points which constitute the projected triangles 
mentioned above. Let us study these triangles which we 
connote by the same letters with lowered indices. Thus 
for example B 1 S t is the projected triangle of ESB 
where of course E x will be the centre of the celestial 
sphere. The lines drawn parallel to SS' or EW through 
B, D etc. will be denoted as BB', DD', FE' etc. 

. 23 
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In tbe triangle Bj S* Bj, E x Sj is called Agrajya, S 2 B, 
Kujya, and E 2 Bj Krantijya. Of the sides of ESB. ES 
and EB are arcs of great circles whereas SB is the arc of 
a Bmill circle. In the projected triangle Ej S 2 B 1? E 2 S 2 
will be equal to the perpendicular from S on E<o, which 
will be H sin (ES) and is called Agrajya ; E* B 2 will be 
equal to tbe perpendicular from B on Ea> which will be 
H sin BE and as such called Krantijya. But Si Bi which 
is equal to the perpendicular from Si on BB' the diameter 
of the diurnal circle is the H sine of SB in the diurnal 
circle and is called Kujya. It will be noted that the per¬ 
pendiculars from S on Ew, and BB' and the perpendicular 
from B on E« do not form a triangle by themselves but 
by the theorem of three perpendiculars, if SL be the 
perpendicular from S on the plane of the unmandala ie. 
the great circle EBP, and if LM be perpendicular from 
L on Ew, SM will be perpendicular on Ecu. Here the 
perpendicular SL will be the Kujya, and SM the Agrajya, 
whereas LM is not actually the H sine of BE but is equal 
and parallel to it. 

Similarly take the spherical triangle SAE. This is a 
regular spherical triangle because tbe three sides are arcs 
of great circles. Napier’s rules can be applied to this 
triangle and we have the formula sin SA — sin SE sin 

A 

SEA or in Hindu form H sin SA = ” 8in SB x H 8in E 

R 

or BH sin B = Agrajya X H cos & ie. Agrajya = 

RH sin $ TT 
H cos d> 


A 

Again sin EA = tan SA X tan E where H sin EA is 
called Cbarajya and tan E = cot £ so that Charajya = 
tan $ tan & in modern form, and the Hindu form is 
B tan tan (b 
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Prom I Hon^g = Kujya_ gQ ^ 

K Charajya 

Kujya == — c °— x R tan$ tan <4 = H 91*8 tan<4 III 

±4 - - 

In Triprastaadhyaya, the elements of all the eight 
latitudinal triangles are found by using their similarity 
with the fundamental gnomonio triangle. The important 
elements that will enter into computation are (a) Oharajya 
(b) Kujya (c) Agrajya (d) Taddhriti ie. Si F, the proje¬ 
ction of SF on the plane of the meridian (e) Sama-S'aaku 
= Ei Fx = H sin EF (f) Krantijya = B x = H sin EB 
= H sin & (g) Lambajya = H sin QS = H 003 ZQ — 

H cos <4 (h) Akshajya = H sin ZQ = H sin <4 (i) B* D, 
= Ud-Vritha-S'anku = H cos ZB (j) Dinardha-S'anku = 
H cos Zq. The following points will be noted. 

(i) In the triangle Ei Q GK, the projected triangle 
of EQQ- on the meridian plane, noting that E t 
is the centre of the celestial sphere E x Q = B, 
QQ-i = H cos <4 and E x Gk = H sin ZQ = 
H sin(4. 

(ii) — H sin SB + H sin fB (both the H sines 
pertaining to the diurnal circle. 

(iii) Sama S'anku is the H cosine of the Zenith- 
distance when the Sun or celestial body is on 
the prime-vertical. 

(iv) BD is an arc of the great circle ZB, so that the 
Unmandala S'anku is the H cosine of ZB. 

(v) Dinardha —- S'anku = H cosine ZQ, 

(vi) These S'ankus arc the H sines of altitudes or 
H cosines of Zenith-distances and they are in 
the planes of the respective great ciroles. 
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(vii) Lambamsa-chapa is the are of the colatitude 
QS where S is the South point so that Lam- 
bajya is the H sbe of QS or H cosine of ZQ. 
This Lambajya will be seen to be the diameter 
of a small circle parallel to the Equator and 
passing through Z. 

Verses 49-51. A different method of obtaining 
chara. 

t 

This chara can be had by the so-called ehara-segments 
of the locality using a process similar to that of finding 
the H sines of the smaller table of nine H sines using 

z 

g where ^ is the Sayan a longitude of the Sun (i.e. The 

Hindu longitude plus the arc of ayanams'as is called the 
Sayana longitude or the^modern longitude measured from 
v along the ecliptic to the Sun). Eind the charas of 80°, 
60° and 90° of the ecliptic measured from v. Subtract the 
first from the second, the second from the third. Thus we 
have 030°, C60°-030°, C90°-C60°, (where C0° signifies the 
chara of 0°) which are called chara-Khandas or chara-seg- 
ments. The equinoctial shadow multiplied by 10, 8, 3£ 
gives the approximate values of the ehara-segments in 
Vinadis (a sidereal day is divided into 60 nadis and each 
nadi consists of 60 Vinadis). The ehara-segments thus 
measured in Vinadis are rather approximate. If further 
exactitude is required, better take the arc in units each 
of which rises in Jth of a Vinadi (This |th part of a 
Vinadi is known as a prana i.e. the duration of the 
interval between two inhales of a healthy person reckoned 
as 4" of time). 

Comm. The charas of 30°, 60° and 90° of modern 
longitude are the values of the arc EA, (Ref. Eig. 21) 
when 8 has longitudes 30°, 60° and 90°. We have the 
folmula 

Oharajya = R tan $ tan & 
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Taking the equinoctial shadow equal to 1 Angula 
means tan d) = As charajya is proportional to tan ($, 
for any equinoctial shadow of s angulas, tan d being 
s 

equal to — the charajya got above is to be multiplied by 

S only to obtain the charajya in any place where the equi¬ 
noctial shadow is s angulas. Putting the modern longitu¬ 
des equal to 30° & 60°, if the corresponding declinations 
be Si, sin Si = sin 30 sin &>, sin $ a = sin 60 sin o>. Tak¬ 
ing w = 24° and applying logarithmic tables 

log sin ^ = 9.6990 + 9.6093 = 9.3083 so that ^ 1 ==ll°-44 / 

log sin = 9.9375 + 9.6093 = 9.5468 so that § 2 =20°-38' 


Now from the formula for charajya cited above viz. 
H sine (chara) — B tan tan <£ or sine (ohara) = 
tan (j) tan g, putting tan J) = x \ and applying tables, 
using the values of g got above, 


charajya for 30° 


tan ll°-44' 
12 


and charajya for 60° 


tan 20' - 38' 
12 


so that 


log (sine chara) = 9.3175-1.0792 for 30° and for 60° 
log (sine chara) = 9.5758—1.0792 

Chara for .30° or C (30)° = 59' and C (60°) = 1° - 48' 
Converting these arcs into their rising times at the rate of 
6' per Vinadi, we have C (30°) = 10, and C (60°) = 18 

Noting g 3 =tu, sin (ohara) for 90° = so that 

log sin (O 90°) = 9.6486 - 1.0792 = 8.6694 so that 
O (90°) = 2°-8' = 21 j Vina dig. 


Thus (O 30) = 10, C (60)—O (30) = 18 - 10 = 8 
C (90°) — O (60°) = 21J — 18 = 3j) so that the ohara 
Segments are respectively 10, 8, 3$ as given by Bhaskara. 
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For a given place of equinoctial shadow equal to s", we 
have to multiply 10, 8, 3$, by s, which will be the chara- 
segments for the place. 

The meaning of the first half of the verse 49 is as 
follows.—Let the equinoctial shadow for a place be 3 
Angulas. Then the chara-segments for that place are 30, 
24, 10. These are three in number for a longitude H ot 
90°. If the longitude be 44° (say) then proceed as we have 
done to find sin 24°, using the method of Bhogya Khanda 
Sphutlkarana with respect to the table of H sines namely 21, 
20,19,17,15,12, 9, 5, 2. Proceeding as directed the Sphuta 

Bhogya Khanda for 14° is = |; 30 -1 = 281 

V 30 5 5 

14 X 28| 2002 i q i. on _l i ai 

SO-160“ 13$ ’ 30 + 13s “ 

Proceeding according to the modern formula we have 

Charajya = tan 8 tan d> where <£ — 4* and sin 8 = 
sin 44° sin 24° 

log sin 8 — 9.8418 + 9.6093 = 9.4511; 8 — 16°-25 
log tan 8=9*4693 log sin (chara) = 9.4693+log tan 
- 9.4693 + log 4 = 9.4693 - .6021 = 8.8672 

Ohara = 4°-14 / = — = 42J Vinadis whereas we have 

6 

got by the Hindu method 43| which is near the truth. 
Verse 52. To find the durations of day and night. 

Fifteen ghatis increased or decreased by the Chara- 
nadis, according as the Sun is in the northern hemi¬ 
sphere or southern, gives half the day of the locality and 
the difference of 30 nadis and the above half-day gives 
half the duration of night. 

1 Comm* Ref. fig. 21. Let S be the Sun rising in the 
hemisphere when his declination is north. Then 
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from the figure APQ is the rising hour-angle=APE+ 

A 

EPQ = APE + 90° where 90° correspond to 15 nadis. So 

we have to add APE expressed in nadis equal to the rising 
time of AE. Let us find the duration of the day for the 
place where s=3" and when X of s=44° ; the latitude of 
the place will be 14° (from tables) when A 44°, we have 
found above that 42-20 Vinadis is the chara expressed in 
time. Hence half the day = 15-42-20 or duration of day 
31-25 ; duration of night=28-35. 

Note (1) In modern astronomy we have the formula 
cos b = — tan d> tan $ where h is the rising hour angle. 
Patting h = H 4- 90° where H stands for the aro EA of 
fig. 21 cos (90-f-H)= —sin h = — tan d> tan $ so that 
sin H = tan d> tan ft ie. H sin (Chara) == R tan tan $ 
which accords with the formula found before. The word 
chara used for EA means etymologically 

i e. the variation in 15 ghatis of the eqiunootial 
half-day on account of the Sun’s variation in declination, 

(2) If d> = 0, Chara = 0 so that duration of half¬ 
day is 15 ghatis ie. on the terrestrial equator, whatever 
be the Sun's declination, the length of the day will be 
always 12 hours. 

(3) Let $ = 0 so that chara = 0 ie. whatever be 
the latitude (provided <£ > 90-$ as we shall see shortly), 
the day and night will be each of 12 hrs. 

(4) Let $ be negative, so that the arc connoting 
cbaaa ie. EA will be above the horizon, and consequently 
the duration of half-day will be less than 6 hrs. by the 
time that is taken for EA to rise. This can be seen other¬ 
wise also as cos h = —tan d) tan $ = -f- ve so that h<90° 
which means half-day is less than 6 hrs. 

(5) We could also treat the case when d) is negative, 
but as this case is not in the purview of Hindu Astro¬ 
nomers who had only India in their mind and as such 
were concerned primarily with positive latitudes. If, how * 
ever, we consider a negative latitude, when $ is -f- ve, coe h 
will be positive and if $ is — ve, cos b will be negative. 
This means that when the Sun is in northern latitudes, the 
souther? latitudes will have their day less than 12 hours 
and when the Sun is in southern latitudes, their day will 
be greater than 12 hrs. 






Fig. 22 

(6) Let & + d = 20°. (Eef. fig. 22) ie. imagine 
the Sun to rise at N, the north point so that BN -f- NP — 
S -f- d> = 90°. Then the Sun’s diurnal path will be entirely 
above the horizon, which means that what is called 
‘perpetual day 9 begins for that place on that day and lasts 
as long as ^ ^ 90 — <$. For the same place, let = 
— (90 — &) — QS, In this case the Sun sets at S, and 
what is called perpetual night begins and lasts till the 
southern declination of the Sun is greater than 90 — d)- 
The duration of perpetual day can be found as follows 
which applies to the perpetual night as well. 


S s So - # 
8 



F/g. 23 

(Eef. fig. 23). Let A be the point at which the 
declination is 90—; let S be the summer solstice and let 
B be the point where again the declination is equal to 
90 — d>* So long as the Sun traces the arc AB = 2 AS = 
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(90—rA), there will be perpetual day. But sin 8 = sin X 
sin <»> so that sin X 

= . Putting g = 90 - d >t sin X = ; 

sin <*> gin & 

Sin X = sin YA = cos AS cos AS = 005 

sin m 

2 AS = 2 cos_1 * Supposing AS expressed 

in degrees and assuming the Sun goes along the ecliptic 
with uniform motion, since he takes 3851 days to trace 

360°, to trace 2 AS, he takes x 3651 days = 

360 180 

( COS fh\ 

——) which is the length of the perpetual day. 
am <o/ 


Verse 52, The correction known as Ohara. 

The daily motion of the planet being multiplied by 
the chara expressed in asus and divided by the asus in a 
day viz. 21659 and the result being subtracted from or 
added to the planetary position at Sunrise according as 
the Sun is in the northern or southern hemisphere. The 
result is to be added to or subtracted from the planetary 
position at Sunset. 

Comm. The mean planets computed hold good at the 
Sun-rise at Lanka i.e. at zero latitude; they have to be 
converted to hold good at the local Sun-rise. In other 
words in fig. 21, the mean planet computed is B which is 
on the Lanka horizon, whereas we have to get S, the same 
planet on the local horizon. The position of S is earlier 
than that of B by the time interval indicated by the arc 
SB which is measured by EA the chara because the 
position B on the Lanka horizon is later than the position 
S on the local horizon. If the mean planet moves in a 
day of 21659 asus by the arc denoting its daily mean 
motion, by how much does it move in the time of chara 
expressed in asus ? The result is 

Chara in Asus X mean daily motion 
21659 


24 
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This result; is to be subtracted from the position of B 
to get the position of S. If the position B' which is the 
setting position at Lanka, and if we have to get S' the 
local setting position, in as much S' is later than B' by 
the same arc, we have to add the above result to the posi¬ 
tion B' to get S'. Here the asus in a day is given to be 
21659 and not 60x60x6=21600 because the mean daily 
motion is during the course of the Savana day i.e. the true 
solar day and not during the course of a sidereal day of 
21600 asus. The Savana day exceeds the sidereal by the 
time taken by the arc moved by the Sun during that day 
which is very approximately 59'. Since a minute of arc 
of the Equator rises in an asu i.e. in 4", so 59' of the Sun’s 
motion is covered in 59 asus which is to be added to 21600 
asus of the sidereal day to get the Savana day approxi¬ 
mately. It will be noted that this correction of chara in 
the planetary positions is due to latitude of the place and 
if the latitude is zero, it need not be done. Also if & = 0, 
it need not be done, for, then, the Sun or the celestial 
body whose & — 0 will be rising at E itself in which case 
the chara EA will be zero. 

Verses 54, 55. The H sines of 30°, 60° and 90°, being 
squared and decreased by the squares of their respective 
declinations, the square-root of the differences being taken, 
and the result being multiplied by the radius, is to be 
divided by the respective H cosines of the declination. 
The first of the three results, the difference of the second 
and the first and the difference of the third and the second 
will give us the rising times of what are called the Sayana 
rasis of Mesha, Yrishabha and Mithuna; their reverses 
will then give the rising times of the next three; then 
the original ones those of the next three and again then 
reverses those of the last three. 

Comm. There are twelve Basis in the Zodiac of equal 
interval. Measuring from r, and taking arcs of the 
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ecliptic successively each of 30°, we have what are called 
Sayana Basis or Basis taking the Ayanams'a into consi¬ 
deration or in other words measuring from r . On the 
other hand successive arcs each of 30° measured from the 
zero point of the Hindu Zodiac, constitute what are called 
the Nirayana Rashs. The words Mesa, Vrisabha etc. 
signifying the shapes of the constellations apply strictly 
to the Nirayana Rashs. Rut nonetheless, by the conven¬ 
tion what is called Upachara, we name the Sayana Rashs 
also by the same names. In as much as the zero-points 
of the Hindu Zodiacs is ahead of the modern zero-point by 
an arc which is the arc of Ayanamsa or accumulated pre¬ 
cession, the words Sayana and Nirayana came into vogue. 
Once upon a time approximately in Varaha’s time or 
rather 499 A. D, the two zero-points coincided and then 
the Sayana and Nirayana Rashs were the same. Gradually 
on account of the phenomenon of precession r preceded, 
and today the distance between r and the Hindu zero- 
point is about 20°-3Q'. Of late, there has been a big 
controversy as to what exactly the arc is and the Oalendar 
reform committee has adopted a value far more than what 
could be justified. The present author opines, that we 
have no right to set aside a statement of no less an astro¬ 
nomer than Varahamihira who stated explioity * 

5gjr 

i.e. True it is that once upon a time, 
the Sun began his southern journey when he was mid-way 
the constellation of Aslesa and his northern when he was 
at the beginning of Dhanistha, because it was stated in 
ancient texts. (The allusion is to Vedanga Jyotisa 
where it was stated as such); but now the southern journey 
of the Sun begins from the point marking f of the con¬ 
stellation of punarvasu which is the beginning point of 
the Karkata Rash and [his norther from the beginning of 
Makara i.e. from the point marking Jth of the constellation 
of Uttarasadha; there has been a change from what was 
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stated in the ancient tests ; iet people verify this by actual 
observation Accepting an Ayanams'a which goes 
against the statement of this great astronomer, who said 
that he observed and called upon others to observe, is 
really unwarranted, especially when the adopted Ayanams'a 
of the Calendar reform committee goes on the basis of 
surmises and consensus. We shall deal with this topic 
in further detail in an appendix to this work, because it 
is a really important issue and has been wrongly solved. 
The importance of knowing the exact value of the arc is 
clear when we observe that from the correctly computed 
planetary positions of modern astronomy this ayanams'a 
is being subtracted to give the positions measured from 
the Zero*point of the Hindu Zodiac. An error in the 
Ayanams'a therefore vitiates the positions obtained by the 
above method. 


Coming to the point, the problem on hand is to 
obtain the rising times of the Sayana Rashs at a place of 
zero latitude i.e. what are called Lankodaya times of 
Sayana Ras'is (Ref. fig. 21). Let rS = 30° so that rA the 
equatorial arc gives the rising time of rS. We could have 
the magnitude of this arc by the formula derived from 
Napier’s rules namely cos <o = tan a tan A I. 

But as in Hindu trigonometry the tangent functions of 
angles are not used, Bbaskara gave the following formula 

Sin a = — s ~—'- — ^ II. This formula could be 
cos 8 

derived easily from formula I and the formulae cos X = 
cos a cos 8 HI and sin 8 = sin X sin <y IY; for multi¬ 
plying the right-hand sides of I and III we have cos o> 

cos A = — i.e. sin A cos o — cos 8 sin a 


sin A cos co 
cos 8 


V. 


But from IY sin <»> — 


sin a = 
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sin $ 
sin X 
1 

sin X 


so that cos co 


a/ 


1 — sm g 
sin® X 


Vsin 2 X — sin 2 g. Subsfeifciafcing in V for cos co 


we have 


. 0 'VH sin ^ — H sm 2 g . _ 

H sm a = R -==--- — sm a 

H cos g 


sin X X 


1 */ Sm 2 X — sin 2 g 


sm 


sm X cos g 

H cos g as stated. 


cos 



Fig. 24 

But let us see how this formula was derived by the 
Hindu astronomers. (Ref. fig. 24). Let rS be an arc of the 
ecliptic equal to X. Let SM be dropped perpendicular from 
S on the plane of the Equator so that SM = H sin g. 
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From M drop a perpendicular ML on so that SL will 
be perpendicular from S on by the theorem of three 
perpendiculars. SL = H sin A. Also ML will be equal 
to the perpendicular from S on the diameter of the diurnal 
circle of S parallel to so that ML = SN = H sine of 
the arc in the diurnal circle corresponding to Kr 

SW a = SL 2 - LN 2 = H sin 2 A ~ H sin 2 g 
*** SN = /s/H sin 2 A — H sin 2 g 


The length of the perpendicular from K on = 


R x 


n/H 


sin 2 A 


H sin 2 g 


H cos g 


since corresponding lines of 


the diurnal circle and the equator stand in the ratio of 
H cos g: R (Vide fig. 20). But this ia H sin a = 

R Vn sin 2 Y - H sin 2 ~g 
H cos g 


If a ly a 2 , a 3 be the Right ascensions of the points on 
the ecliptic whose modern longitudes are 30°, 60° and 90°, 
expressed in asus, then a lt a a — a 1} a 3 - a 2 will give the 
rising times of the arcs of the ecliptic which stand for 
Sayana Mesa, Sayana Vrisabha and Sayana Mithuna. 
The rising times of the next three Basis will be the same 
in reverse order since Karkata is symmetric with Mithuna 
with respect to the Equator and similarly Simha and 
Kanya symmetric with Vrisabha and Mesa. The next 
three are again symmetric with Mesa, Vrisabha and 
Mithuna and the last three with Mithuna, Vrisabha and 
Mesa. 

Verse 56. The H cosines of the ends of the Basis 
Karkata etc., being multiplied by the radius, and divided 
by the H cosines of their respective declinations, and the 
ares of those H cosines being taken, subtract as before the 
preoeding from the succeeding. Then we have the rising 
times of the Basis beginning with Karkataka. 
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Comm. This is clear from fig. 24. If S be the end of 
Vrisabba, S' in the figure denotes the end of Karkata 
them from the right-angled triangle SAP, 

sin S'A = sin SA — sin APS X sin PS = sin A'K X cos SK 

sin A'K = . But sin S'A = cos S'- 

cos SK 

and cob SK — cos g where £ is the declination at S. 

A'K converted into time gives the rising time of AS' 
ie. Karkata. 

the rising time of Karkata — 003 fj- 

cos 8 

In tbe Hindu form, it will be 

Karkata-Rasi-Udayakala = ^^ata-anta-Kotijya x R 

Karkata-anta-Dyujya 

as stated. 

In modern terms sin A'K = cos rK = C0 - 3 

cos 8 

from the formula cos 1 = cos a cos g. Thus, virtually 
the formula is a statement of the formula cos Z — cos a 

/\ 

cos g. Aslo the formula sin AS' = sin P sin PS is 
parallel to the formula sin g = sin X sin o> which we 
proved already from Hindu methods. 

Verse 57. Still an alternative method. 


The H Bines of Mesa etc. being multiplied by 
H cos oj divided by their respective H cos g's and the 
arcs thereof being subtracted as before the preceding from 
the succeeding we have the rising times of Mesha etc. 




SL cos w 
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HsinrK, SL = H sin rS 


cos s 

tt . rr H sin rS X H cos <u 

.*. H sm rK = - TT -^- 

H cos o' 

We proved the above in a modern way. The Hindu 
concept is derived from the similarity of SML and AGM7 
where C is the centre of the sphere and M / is the foot of 
the perpendicular from A on the plane of the equator 


LM SL 


LM - 


H cos co X H sin rS 
R 


* * CM' CA 
Since LM = SN. 

LM divided by H cos g and multiplied by R gives H sin rK 


. Tr H cos co X H sin rS v 
H sm rK — -~-X 


R 


R 


H cos $ 

H cos rS X H cos 


CO 


tt • _ H sin 1 X H cos co 

i.e. H sm a — -—-^- 

XI 


Hcos£ 


Here H cos co is called Trigrba-dyu-maurvi because 
it is the H cosine of the declination of X when X = 90°. 

Verses 58, 59. The magnitudes of the rising times. 

Those rising times are 1670, 1793, 1937 ; these in the 
same and reverse orders diminished or increased by their 
respective Ohara segments which are also in the same and 
reverse orders give the rising times of the Say an a Basis 
beginning from Mesa for the locality. The Basis from 
Tula are in a reverse direction i.e. as the Mesa is proje¬ 
cting upwards above the horizon, Tula will be projecting 
below the horizon so that, the time taken by Mesa to 
rise is exactly the time taken by Tula to set. 

Comm. We shall compute the rising times of 
Sayan a Basis for Lanka first i.e. for zero latitude using 
modem methods from the formula tan a = cos co tan X 
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log tan ct=log cos cu+log tan X ; Put ^=30, and X z = 60 
and take <o = 24°; Let the corresponding a's be a 1} a 3 

log tan a-L — log cos 24 4* log tan 30° (1) 

log tan a 3 = log cos 24 -f log tan 60° (2) 

log tan ctj = 9,9607 + 9.7614 = 9.7221 

dj = 27° — 48' 

log tan a, = 9.9607 + 10.2386 = 10.1993 

a a = 67° - 42' 

At the rate of 1 asu for 1', a x — 1668 asns a 3 — 3462; 
a 3 — tti = 1794 and since a 3 — the right ascension of 90° 
Longitude = 90°, a 3 = 5400 so that a 3 — a 3 = 1938. 
These are given by Bhaskara as 1670, 1793, 1937, the first 
exceeding by 2 asus, the second and third each less by 
one asu and the total according with the total. The rising 
times of Karkata etc. will he 1937, 1793, 1670, 1670, 1793, 
1937,1937, 1793,1670 respectively. 

Let us then find the rising times of these Sayana 
Basis at a locality say of latitude 13°. Refer to fig. 21. 
Let rS represent Mesa so that the rising times of rE is 
equal to that of rS. But rE = rA — AE. We have seen 
rA = 1670 using Bhaskara’s value. Sin EA = tan 13° 
tan 8i where 8i is the declination of S where rS = 30°. 
Sin 8i = sin 30° sin 24°. 

log sin 8i = 9.6990 + 9.6093 = 9.3083 

/. 8i = 11° - 44' 

log sin EA = log tan 13° + log tan 11° — 44 = 

9*3634 -b 9.3175 = 8.6809 

.*. EA — 2° — 46' rE = 1670 — 165 = 1505 asus. 

Similarly for \ — 60°, putting a 2 , 8a ia the place of 
On 8i and proceeding as before rE = r A t — AjE ; rA x = 
8463 ; sin EA t = tan 13° tan 8$> sin 8, = sin 60° sin 24° 

25 
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log sin g 2 = 9.6098 + 9.9376 = 9.5468 . 

& 3 = 20° - 30' 

log sin EAj = 9.3634 + 9.5768 = 8.9392 
EAj = 4° - 69' = 299' 
rE = 3463 — 299 = 3164 asns 

.*. Rising time of Sayana Vrisabha for the locality 
= 3164 - 1505 = 1659 asus. 

rA a — 6400, sin EA a — tan 13 tan £) 8 = tan 13 tan 24°. 
.*. log sin EA a = 9.3634 4- 9.6486 = 9.0120 
.\ EA a = 5° - 54' = 354 asus 
:. rE — 5400 - 354 = 5046 

.*. Rising time of Mitbuna is 6046 — 3164 = 1882 asus. 

Before we proceed to find the rising times of Karka- 
taka, Simha and Kanya, we shall cast our previous proce¬ 
dure into the Hindu form. In fig. 21, let rS be the Sayana 
Mesha. The rising time of rS is measured by rE, because 
when r is at E, Mesa is just about to rise and when r is 
in the position indicated, the extremity of Mesa namely 
S is rising. So it means that as rS of the ecliptic has 
risen, a portion rE of the Equator has risen. As time is 
measured by the arc of the equator which rises with a 
uniform speed, we measure the rising time of rS by the 
arc rE; but rE = rA — AE. rA is the Equatorial rising 
time of rS, because when A is at E, S will be at B i.e. 
A and S will then be on the equatorial horizon EB simul¬ 
taneously. Hence rA = 1670 as proved before and stated 
by Bhaskara. EA is the chara for 30°. The chara for one 
angula or inch (inch is here used technically, and does not 
mean what it means in ordinary parlour) as has been stated 
by Bhaskara and proved by us is 10 Vinadis. (Vide page 181) 
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But we have taken 13° as our latitude, so that ban <$=.2309. 
Since y^ = tan & = ,2309 .*. s = 2,7708; let us take 

this as 2.8" so that the charas 10, 8, 3| found for one inch 
are to be multiplied by 2.8 to give the local charas. They 
are in Vinadis, 28, 22.4, 9| or in asus 168, 134*4, 56 ; for 
convenience let us take 134,4 as 134, so that the charas 
are 168, 134, 56. Thus the rising time of Sayana Mesa 
at this locality is 1670 — 168 = 1502 asus i.e. 250 Vinadis 
= 4-10 Nadis. Then let rS now represent 60°, instead of 
subtracting EA from rA to get the combined rising time 
of Mesa and Vrisabha, the Hindu practice is to subtract 
the ohara pertaining to Vrisabha from the equatorial 
rising of Vrishabha i.e. rE = 1793 — 134 = 1659 as got 
before. Here it must be noted that EA° is the chara not 
pertaining to Vrisabha alone but to Mesa and Vrisabha 
put together. That is why for ease, the chara to Mesa, 
the increase in chara for Vrisabha, and the increase in 
ohara for Mithuna as well as their individual equatorial 
rising times are given. The increments in the charas are 
called chara-khandas just as the increments in the H sines 
are called Jya-khandas (khands means segments). Simil¬ 
arly the rising time of Sayana Mithuna is equal to 1937 — 
56 = 1881 asus = 313.5 Vinadis = 5-14 Nadis. Now with 
respect to Earkataka, its equatorial rising time is 1793, 
for, from fig. 25, the equator at the equatorial place being 
prime Vertical, if rM be Mesa, its time of rising is given 
by rE where E is the foot of the declination circle of M. 
Similarly if MV represents Vrisabha, when V comes to 
the horizon, N the foot of the declination circle comes to 
the horizon. Thus the rising time of any arc of the 
ecliptic at an equatorial place is given by the correspond¬ 
ing arc of the equator, which is intercepted between the 
declination circles of the ends of the arc. So from fig. 26 
if r ed = be the equator, rED. =* the ecliptic, A the 
Ayana or Summer solotice, P the pole rE, ED, DA etc. 
the Sayana Basis Mesa etc. a, b, o etc. the feet of the 
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Pig. 26 

/ 

declination circles of A, B, 0 etc,, since PAB is secondary 
both to the ecliptic and equator (i.e. perpendicular circle) 
spherical triangles PAD, PAB are congruent; PBC, PDB 
are congruent and PO = is congruent with PE r. Hence 
ab = ad i.e. rising times of Karkataka and Mithuna are 
equal; bo — de i.e, those of Simha and Vrisabha are 



197 


equal and similarly those of Mesa and Kanya. It will 
be noted that the equatorial risings alone are equal in the 
above cases but not at any other place, for in a place with 
some latitude when a point like B (fig. 26) comes to the 
horizon, the foot of its declination circle namely b will 
not be on the horizon and there arises the chara in bet¬ 
ween, which has to be taken into account, and be subtract¬ 
ed from or added to the equatorial rising time as the case 
may be. 

Now regarding the chara-khanda of Karkata it is 
again 56; why it should be so is not proved by Bhaskara 
but merely stated, nor any commentator took the pains to 
prove. It can be proved as follows. Let in fig. 26, 
Si* Eh* Eh be the declinations at the ends of Yrisabha, 
Mithuna and Karkataka respectively. We know Eh = Eh* 
The chara-segments for Mithuna and Karkataka i.e. when 
Mithuna and Karkataka arc rising are to be proved to be 
equal, here 56 asus. Their expressions are tan d> tan Eh 
tan <£ tan Eh and tan ^ tan Eh — tan <£ tan Eh i.e. tan J) 
(tan Eh — tan Eh) aud tan (tan Eh — tan Eh). Since 
Si — Eh we perceive that they are equal but of opposite 
signs. So Bhaskara says rightly “ srh 7 * 

i.e. because of negative sign, the chara-segment of Karka¬ 
taka while being subtracted will be rendered positive*. 
Hence the rising times of Karkataka, Simha and Kanya 
will be respectively 1937-1-56, 1793+134, 1670+168 asus 
or 1993, 1927, 1838 asus or 332, 321, 306 Yinadis or 
5-32, 5-21 and 5-6 nadis. Thus, in as much as the rising 
times of Mesa to Kanya are 1670—168, 1793—134, 
1937-56, 1937+56, 1793+134, 1670+168 their total 
is 30 nadis as should be expected because the equator 
bisects the ecliptic between r and — and the equatorial 
interval between r and = iB 30 nadis. It will be noted 
that while the equatorial rising times of Mesa to Kanya 
are symmetrical as 1670, 1793, 1937, 1937, 1793, 1670, 
their rising times at any other place are not like that but 
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constitute a different kind of symmetry as 1670—168, 
1793-134, 1937-55, 1937+55, 1793+134, 1670+168. 

We have now to comment upon the statement 
gr fertTOSsrr: which means that the rising 
times from Tula to Mina are in the reverse order i.e. the 
rising time of Tula equals that of Kanya ; that of Vris- 
chika equals that of Simha and so on the rising time of 
Mina equalling that of Mesa. Thus the rising times of 
Tula to Mina being in the reverse order are 1670+168, 
1793+134, 1937+55, 1937-55, 1793-134, 1670-168 
for the aforesaid locality. Why it should be so can be 
easily seen from the fact that Kanya and Tula are sym¬ 
metric with respect to the line r=* which bisects the 
ecliptic (Ref, fig. 27) Or again we can see this in another 



way; the chara-segments are successively (tan <£ tan & — 
tan d) tan 0), (tan d) tan $ 3 —tan d> taa £+, (tau d> tan w — 
tan & tan 8 a ), (tan d> ^ an &~tan d> tan co), tan d> tan 
tan d> tan $ 2 (tan d> tan 0—tan d> tan gj, (tan d> tan g x — 
tan d> tan 0), (tan d> tan g 2 —tan d> tan $ x ), (tan d> tan co— 
tan d> tan g 2 ), (tan d> tan g 2 —tan d> tan co) (tan d) tan g x — 
tan d> tan & 2 ), (tan d> tan 0—tan d> tan § x ) where $ x — 
declination of 30°, and g a that of 60°. These are there 
as found before 56,134, 168,-168,-134,—56 upto Kanya. 
But the remaining, though apparently are 56, 134, 168, 
—168,—134,—56 must be taken with a reverse sign because 
the rising point of the ecliptic will be to the south of the 
east point send B will be negative from 180° to 360° longi¬ 
tude, Hence the chara Segments are 56, 134,168,—168 
—134,—56,—56,—134,—168, 168, 134, 56 so that from 
Tula onwards they are in the reverse order as Bhaskara 
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has stated. Bhaskara's statement yet has another mean¬ 
ing. The ecliptic from 180° to 380 being in the reverse 
as can be seen in fig. 27, the time by which a particular 
Rasd rises, is equal to the time by which its seventh R§s4 
or diametrically opposite Ras'i sets. It is important to 
note that the rising time of a particular Rasd is not equal 
to its setting time as can be gauged from the rising times, 
for, then the rising times of Mesa and Tula must be equal 
which is not the case. The word has this 

meaning as well, rising and setting being reverse directions. 

Incidentally there is what is called a 
banded down i.e. a traditional statement which men¬ 
tions ‘ c sigifer,: em etc.” This 

clearly pertains to the local rising times of the Sayana 
Basis at a place of latitude 17°-45' i.e. in between 
Rajamundry and Vizianagaram, as in this latitude the 
ohara Segments in asu3 will be 230, 184, 73 which give 
rise to such rising times. 

We next find what are called Nirayana Swodayas i.e. 
the rising times for the locality of the Nirayana Basis i.e. 
the Basis from the zero-point of the Hindu zodiac. We 
shall obtain these magnitudes for Rajahmundry whose 
latitude is 17°-2 7 . We shall however take it as 17°; also 
we shall take the Ayanams'as to be 21° at present following 
Varahamihira. This is one of the contexts where the 
knowledge of Ayanams'as is essential. The method is the 
same as followed before; only, we have to find the decli¬ 
nations, right ascensions, charas and therefrom the rising 
times of arcs of magnitude 21°, 51°, 81°.851°. Sub¬ 

tracting the preceding rising times from the following we 
have successively the required rising times. We shall 
give them under the following table. 
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In modern terms, the rising times of Basis could be 
found by solving the spherical triangle rEA (fig. 28) using 
the Inner side inner angle formula namely 



Fig. 28 

cos x X cos <o = sin x cot A -f- sin o> tan 

sin x cot A — cos «feos w — — sin to tan 

putting sin x — t, this reduces to 

t cot A — Vl — t 3 = — sin o) tan 

or (t cot A + sin « tan d)* = (1 — t a ) cos 

.*. t 3 (cos 2 <*> -j-*cot 3 A) + X sin a tan <J cot A — 

cos 2 oi=0 

t = 

—sin to tan > cos A + ( cot 5 

cos 3 

Putting successively A = 30°, 60°..>880° and ignoring 
the negative sign of the radical we have the sines of rising 
times of arcs of the ecliptic of 30°, 60° eto. Subtracting 

26 
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the preceding from the succeeding, we have successively 
the rising times. Thus the rising time of Mesha is 

V3 sin 2 co tan 2 <4 + cos 2 <a (cos 3 w -f- 3 s * n 03 ^ an & U 

3 + 

That of Mesa and Vrisabha put together, the rising 
time is 

^sin a to tan 2 <4+3 cos 2 w (cos 2 co + I) — sin co tan <4 II I 

s/$ (cos 2 co + §} 

The combined rising time of the 3 Basis Mesa, Vrisa- 
bha and Mithuna is from I using tables cos -1 (tan co tan <4) 
= 5046 asus which exactly accords with what we have 
found previously namely 1505+1659-1-1682 = 5046, Also 
putting in I X = 180°, we have sin x = 0 or x = 180° = 
iOtiQO asus ; subtracting 5046, we have the combined times 
of rising of Karkataka, Simha ahd Kavya to be 5754 asus 
as we have had. Patting again h = 270, we have cos 0 " 1 
(tan co tan <4) = 27T — 5046 which signifies that the sum 
of the rising times of the last three rasis is the same as 
that of the first three which again means that the sum of 
the rising times of Tula to Dhanus is equal to the sum of 
the rising times of Karkataka, Simha and Kanya establish¬ 
ing Bhaskara’s statement 41 

Verse 60. Computations of Lagna, Udayantara and 
the like from the rising times of big arcs of the eoliptic 
like Rasis will be approximate, whereas one desirous of 
greater approximation has to find the same from the 
rising times of smaller arcs likes Horas and Drkkanas, so 
as to be more correct. 

Comm, Rasis divided into halves are called horas 
and if divided into one-third parts ars called 
Drkkanas. The meaning of the verse Is that if after 
having found the rising time of a particular Ras'i say 
Mesa, we say that one-third of that rising time is that of 
one-third of that Rasd, we will be making only an appro- 
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ximafce statement! just like saying that ‘Since 12 Basie 
rise in the course of a sidereal day, so each rasi rises in 
1800 asus* which is far from truth being based on a crude 
rule of three. So, Bhaskara says, Acharyas like Aryabhata 
insisted on finding the rising times of Drkkanas, in as 
much, as while computing the Lagna or the point of inter¬ 
section of the Ecliptic with the horizon, we will be nearer 
the truth by using the rising times of smaller arcs like 
Drkkanas than broadly using those of Basis. 

Verse 61. Bhujantara correction. 

The equation of centre of the Sun multiplied by the 
equatorial rising time of the Basi occupied by the Sun, 
and divided by 1800, and then again multiplied by the 
true daily motion of a planet and divided by the number 
of asus in a day, is the correction in the planet positive 
or negative according as the equation of centre of the Sun 
is positive or negative. 

Comm. This Bhujantara correction arising out of 
the Sun’s equation of centre is prescribed even for the Sun, 
as well as for the other planets. The planets are originally 
computed for the rising time of the Mean Sun, whereas 
we are interested to know the positions at the True Sun¬ 
rise. The position of the Sun also is originally computed 
for his mean rise and is therefore to be rectified to get his 
position at his true rise. So even the Sun is not exempt 
from the correction. It will be noted here that as the 
equation of centre pertains to the eccentricity of the Sun’s 
orbit, this correction of Bhujantara is a correction for the 
so-called modern ‘Equation of time due to eccentrity’. 
In other words, the Sun’s equation of centre converted 
into time is exactly what is called the Equation of time 
due to eccentrioity. 

The formula prescribed for the correction is as follows. 
Suppose the Sun is in a particular Basti which rises at the 
equator in x asus. Let the equation of centre of the Sun be 



E minutes of arc. Then the equatorial rising time of E is 


E X x 
1800 


asus because there are 1800' in a Rasi. 


We have to 


provide a correction in the planetary position including that 
of the Sun for this time. If the planet goes Y' during 
21659 asus of a day, what arc is covered by the planet or 


the Sun in 


E X x 
I8b0 


asus ? The result 


. E X x 
1S 1800 


X 


y 

216 


minutes of arc. This correction is positive if the equation 
of centra of the Sun is positive? for, we want the planetary 
position for a latter time than Mean Sunrise, since the 
positive equation of centre advances the True Sun over 
the Mean. This correction will be appreciable only in the 
case of She Moon having a rapid motion. 


Verses 62, 68. The correction known as Udayantara. 


The difference in minutes of arc in the longitude of 
the Say ana mean Sun knd the asus in his Right ascension* 
multiplied by the daily motion of the planet and divided 
by 21659 is the result to be added to or subtracted from 
the planet’s longitude according as the asus in the Son’s 
Right ascension are greater or less than the minutes of arc 
of his longitude. This is what is called Udayantara 
correction in the planetary position. 


Comm, (1) We have seen that the Bhujanfcara is a 
correction in the mean planetary position due to the 
Equation of time in Eccentricity. 


(2) This Udayantara is a correction in the same 
due to the Equation of time in obliquity. 

(8) Soma have misconstrued that this Udayantara 
correction is the Equation of time in the obliquity itself, 
whereas it is a correction to be effected in the planetary 
position due to the Equation of time due to obliquity. 
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(4) The maximum equation of centre in the Sun 
2° 1 41 7 

has a magnitude = 13™ x = — X — — 

5 27T 3 A 44 

Converting this into time at the rate of 15° per hour 
(since in one hour diurnal rotation of the earth is equal to 
, IB 26 

15 ) we have-jv X 4 minutes = ~^ = 8'—40". The maxi¬ 


mum equation of centre according to modern astronomy 

1 1 

is 2 e expressed in radians where e — (.0167339) = 

21 ° 

= 1—64 - 


3 . 1 180 X 7 , 

radians — 2 X^ 7 , X —ptti— degrees 


‘60 


22 


11 


As such the max. Equation of time due to eccentricity is 
21 84 

11 X 4 ' =11 = ^“ 3& " The amail difference in the 


two values arises out of the difference in the max. equ¬ 
ations of centre. Any way it is clear that, in as much as 
the Bbujantara correction is necessitated on account of 
the equation of centre in the Sun, to obtain the planetary 
positions computed for the mean Sunrise at the time of 
True Sunrise) the Bbujantara correction is a correction in 
the 'planetary position , on account of the equation of time 
due to eccentricity. The max. correction to be effected in 

8 X 790 79 

even the quick moving Moon amounts to 24 x " 60 “ 18 ^ 


( 5 ) We have said in the translation of the verse. 
4 The asus in the Right ascention of the mean Sun’, 
where what exactly is stated by Bhaskara is, the time of 
rising of the small arc covered by the Sun in the particular 
Sayana Rasi in which the Mean Sun is, together 

with the rising times of the previous Sayana Rasis covered 
by the Sun. The meaning is therefore the rising time of 
an arc of the ecliptic equal to the Sayana longitude of the 
ecliptic which is measured by his Right ascension at the 
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rate of 16° per hour or 6° per nadi or 10 Vinadis per degree 
or 60 asus per 60 minutes of aro or as many asus as there 
are minutes of arc in the right ascension of the mean Sun. 
So, what is stated by Bhaskara is the difference of the 
minutes of arc in the mean longitude of the Sun and the 
minutes of aro in his right ascension ie. (I—a) expressed 
in minutes. We know that the total equation of time 
arising out of unequal motion in the true longitude of the 
Sun ie. 0 in comparision with the equal motion in his 
right ascension ie. a is measured by 0—a which may be 
expressed as (©— l) 4 (l—a) where Z is his mean longi¬ 
tude, 0 — l = Equation of centre and so the time 
expressed by 0 —l is the equation of time due to obliquity. 
The difference l—a arises out of the obliquity of the 
ecliptic and so the time expressed by Z—a is the equation 
of time due to obliquity. We have the modern formula 


tan a 
tan l 


so that 


1 — cob a __ tan a — tan l 
1 + oos <0 ~~ tan a+tan l 


sin a —Z 
sin a +2 

Sin (a — Z) = tan 3 <*>/2 sin (a 44). As a is very 
nearly equal to Z, we could write, when expressed in 
radiaus a—Z — tan 2 <u/2 sin 2Z. Thus the maximum 
difference between a and Z arises when 2Z = 90° ie. Z = 46 
degrees ie. at the mid-point of the first quadrant; the mini¬ 
mum difference is when 2Z=270 ie. 2=135 ie. at the middle 
point of the 2nd quadrant. Also the numerical magnitudes 
of the max. as well as the minimum value are each tan 2 w/2 
ie. they are equal. Since this is expressed in radiaus, 
converting into time the numerical value of the max. and* 
minimum equation of time due to obliquity is 9.87'. Thus 
we can write Z-a = 9.87' sin 2Z. Again where Z - 225, 
2Z = 450 so that l—a will have a positive max.; and again 
when Z = 315, 2Z = 630 so that Z—ct will have a negative 
maximum value. Also when Z has values 0, 90,180, 270 it 
is zero. Thus the equation of time due to obliquity is zero 
at r, ie. the vernal equinox; 4-ve in the first quadrant 



207 


increasing from zero fco 45 degrees and then decreasing 
from 45° to 90°; assuming the value zero at 90°, then 
negative in the second quadrant negatively increasing from 
zero to a maximum as l increases from 90° to 135°, and 
then negatively decreasing from the maximum value to 
zero at the end of the second quadrant; again behaving in 
the 3rd quadrant as in the first and in the fourth as in the 
second. 


(6) It was stated by Mr. Mazumdar in his introduction 
to the Siddhanta S'ekhara of S'ripati published by the 
Calcutta University as well as by pandit Babuaji Misra, 
the editor thereof that this Udayantara correction was 
first mentioned by Sripati, and it meant equation of time 
due to obliquity. In fact S'ripati states (Verse I oh. elevan) 

sjfnrar 

, ,. . , „ . H sin O H cos w 

l expressedm minutes — H sin -H~oos8-express¬ 


ed in asus = what are called elapsed asns and are -f-ve, 
+ve, +ve and —ve in the successive quadrants. We saw 


before that H sin a = 


H sin Q H cos co 
H cos ^ 


so that S'ripati 


meant l - a, the former expressed in minutes of arc and 
the latter in asus, or what is the same {I—a) both expressed 
in minutes or asus. These give the gain of l over a. 
Immediately after this verse S'ripati goes to a different 
topic, and never mentions (as understood from the printed 
text) any further details as to what is to be done with 
these Yatasus. Since Bhaskara says explicitly that for 
these Yatasus, the planets are to be corrected, we may 
surmise that there should have been in S'ripati’s text also 
another verse detailing the usage of those asus. 


(7) We shall now attend to what Bhaskara gives by 
way of explanation of the verses in question, The Ahar- 
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gaga found by us is what is called M&dhyama Savana- 
ahargana or number of days according to mean solar 
reckoning, a reckoning made on the basis of taking 
uniform motion of the Sun in right ascension. The 
planets computed for the Sun*rise on this basis, are to be 
corrected for the true Sun-rise which goes according to the 
measure of © ie. the true longitude of the Sun. But in 
the name of Bhujantara we have**effected the correction 
for © — l ; so what remains is to effect correction for l ~o. 
This correction is known as Udayantara. 

In other words, since we could not compute She 
Sphuta S3vana-ahargana, when we deem that % days 
have elapsed according to the mean solar reckoning from 
the epoch upto the mean Sun-rise x + / might have 
elapsed according to Sphuta Savana-ahargaga where / 
is a fraction. A correction is to be effected for this 
fraction / of a day and it is of the form ©—a = 
©—Z+Z—a, In the beginning Bhaskara said that mean 
planets are had being computed out of the mean solar 
ahargaga, at the time when the mean Sun is about the 
eastern horizon of the equator. Why did he say ‘about 
the horizon ’? It is because the mean solar ahargana 
indicates a Sun-rise on the basis of equal motion in right 
ascension whereas on the basis of equal motion in Z, he 
would be about the horizon. Had we been able to compute 
Sphuta-Savana-ahargaga, we could have got direct the 
planetary position when the true Sun is on the horizon. 
The correction for the difference in © and l having been 
attended to through Bhujantara, we are now to attend to 
the correction for the difference Z— a. 

Verse 64. Another way of looking at the same. 

Had we obtained the Ahargaga in terms of the local 
risings of the Basis in the place of the equatorial, and 
computed the planetary positions for the local true Sun¬ 
rise obtained that way, we would have done the three 
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corrections namely BhujSntara, Ohara and the TJdaySntara 
as well. 

Comm. The correction of ehara arises out of the 
difference between the equatorial risings and local risings 
of the mean Sun. The local mean Sun perfeaing again to 
uniform motion along the celestial equator TJdaySntara 
has to be effected for l— a, ie. for the local mean Sun on 
the ecliptic. Thus we have obtained the planetary posi¬ 
tions for the local mean Sun-rise and to obtain them for 
the True Sun-rise, Bhujantara is to be effected. 

Verse 65. An alternative method of effecting the 
Udayantara correction. 

Double the H sine of the Sayana longitude of the Sun 
derived out of the smaller H sin-table, being multiplied 
by the daily motion of the planet and divided by 270 and 
the result in seconds of arc is to be corrected in the plane¬ 
tary position positive or negative according as the Sun is 
in the even or odd quadrants. 

Comm. (1) In symbols the correction indicated is 
— H ^.— where m is the planet’s mean daily motion in 

iaiG 

minutes of arc, l the longitude of the mean Sun, and 
H sine is taken where the radius = 120. In the commen¬ 
tary under the verse, Bhaskara adds * Each quadrant of 
the eclipse rises (at the equator) in Jfch of a day but 
each Ras r i does not rise in T V of a day. Since this 
Udayantara correction vanishes when the Sun is at the 
ends of quadrants it must be construed that this 
correction increases positively or negatively from the 
beginning of the quadrant to the middle and decreases 
from the middle to the end of a quadrant. Saying that a 
particular R5sd rises at the equator in n nadikas is only 
an approximate statement since the Rasfi does not riB6 
uniformly. That is why astronomers like Aryabhata 

27 
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stipulated finding the risings oi smaller ares like horas and 

DrkkSnas. Find - H ain J. X . Heo sj) ifl H ain a Take 

H 008 ^ 

the asus in the arc of this H sine ie. find a in minutes. 
Then l-a gives the number of asus for which the correct¬ 
ion in the planetary position is to be effected, for, by 
these asus the True Sun-rise is accelerated or belated. In 
the middle of a quadrant these asus will be a little above 
26 Yinadis, To obtain them at any point of the quadrant, 
take H sin 2Z as the argument so that the maximum correct¬ 
ion will be had at the middle of the quadrant by this 
argument. Then the rule of three is * If by 120 as radius, 
we have 26 Vinadis, what shall we have for H sin 2Z 

The result is H - = — j° — approximately. 


Then another rule of three. *‘If by 60 Yinadis we have 
m' of the planetary motion, where the daily motion of the 

pj girl 07 

planet is m°, what shall we have for —^The 

,. . H sin 21 X m . . H sin 21 X m mi 

result is — r-r— — minutes = —- r =~— - . Then 


60 X 4 

the sign of the correction is clear. 


270 


(2) We shall now prove Bhaskara’s statement that 
at the middle of the quadrant, the correction is 26 Yinadis. 
Ws saw above that l—a — tan 2 <*>/2 H sin 21. It is really 
creditable on the part of Bhaskara to have seen by intuit¬ 
ion that the argument is H sin 21. The maximum 
correction is therefore tan 2 «/2 expressed in asus or minu¬ 
tes of arc. Let x == tan 2 »/2 

log x = 2 log tan co/2. Take co « 24 

Then log x = 2 x 1.3275 *= 2.6550 


x — '04519 radian = 155 minutes of aro ie. 

IKK J55 

155 asus = — =: 26 apply. 



(3) Taking the case of the Moon, the max correct¬ 
ion amounts to x — 5 ' _ 53 // 

270 0 01 • 

66 , 67. The computation of Tithi, Naksatra 

and Yoga. 

The elongation of the Moon ie. the excess of the 
Moon’s longitude over that of the Sun in degrees. (In 
case the former is smaller, add 360° to it and subtract 
Sun’s longitude) being divided by 12 and 6 , the quotients 
represent the elapsed tithis and Karanas. If the elapsed 
Karanas are K, count K — 1 beginning from Bava to 
get the current Karana and count from S'akuni to get 
the current one beginning from the mid-moment of 
Kfsnachaturdasl. Take again the planetary position or 
that of the Moon in particular as well as the sum of 
the longitudes of the Sun and the Moon both expressed 
in minutes of arc and divided by 800. The first quotient 
gives the elapsed stars ie. the Stars covered by the planet 
or the Moon; whereas the second quotient gives the 
elapsed Karanas. Then take the remainders in seconds 
and divide by the respective daily motions in minutes i.e. 
in the case of the planets or the Moon divide by their 
respective motions and in the case of yogas divide by the 
sum of the motions of the Sun and the Moon. Then the 
results give the times in nadls as to how much the next 
naksatra or yoga have elapsed. If it be required to find 
as to how long the next naksatra or yoga will last, 
substract the remainder from 800, and divide by the daily 
motions in minutes as mentioned above. The results 
give as to how many nadis beginning from the morning 
concerned, the next naksatra or yoga will last. 

Comm . (1) A lunation i.e. the time from the moment 
of New Moon to the next New Moon is divided into 
30 parts called Tithis. Their names are pratipat, Dwitiya 
etc. upto the 15th purnima or full Moon and again 



212 


pratipat, Dwitlya etc. upto the 30th i.e. AmSvasya or New 
Moon. Thus pratipat starts when d ~ © i.e. when the 
longitude of the Moon is equal to that of the Sun i.e. 
from the moment of New Moon when the Moon is in 
conjunctionjwith the Sun. swr 

felSTWt i.e. Amavasya is that point of time when 
the Sun and the Moon are together. Pratipat lasts 
till d = © 4-12°; then Dwitlya begins and lasts till 
d = © + 24; Thus purnima begins from the moment 
when d = © -f- 168 and lasts till d = © + 180° and 
Amayasya begins when d — © + 348 and lasts till d is 
again equal to © Thus a tithi is the time that is taken 
by the Moon to overcome the Sun by 12° beginning from 
the moment of New Moon. In other words the tithi is a 
measure of the phase of the Moon with a particular 
convention. 


(2) In modern astronomy the phase of the Moon or 
that of a planet is measured by the formula ’ -y— —^ 
where P is the planet or the Moon. Since ES is almost 



/ Fig. 29 

A 

parallel to PS (Pig. 29) EPS may be taken to be nearly 
* ■> 

equal to PES which is the elogation of the planet or the 
Moon so that phase = -^- approximately. So' 
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in modern astronomy also the phase is measured through 
the elongation. But the maximum phase in modern 
astronomy is taken to be unity as could be seen from the 

A 

formula, for, when EPS = 180°, the phase = 1. Thus 
the phase multiplied by 15 gives approximately the tithi. 
We shall have occasion to deal with this topic later. 


(3) Suppose <r — © = E°. The number of the 


tithis elapsed is equal to the quotient -in 


E 

12 ‘ 


Take the 


remainder r°. It means during the current tithi which 
has a duration of 12°, r° have elapsed. Let the daily 
motions of the Moon and the Sun be m and s so that the 
Moon overtakes the Sun by m — s (expressed in minutes 
for convenience) during 60 nadis. The elapsed time of 


the current tithi in nadis is given by 


r X 60 X 60 


But 


[m — s) 

r X 60 X 60 = Seconds of arc of the remainder so that 
it is said 4i .* If it be required to find how 

many nadis the next tithi lasts, (12— r)° or (12— r) X 60' 
is to be gained by the Moon over the Sun. So the time in 

, . (12 — r) x 60 x 60 uMferfefonin': 

Nadis = — 


m 


m 


s 


(4) A lunation is again divided into 60 Karanas 
and so 6° of increase in elongation correspond to a Karapa. 
These Karanas are eleven in number, out of which 4 are 
fixed to occur during the latter half of Krsna Chauturdas'I, 
during the two halves of Amavasya and the first half of 
the S'ukla pratipat. Their names are S'akuni, ChatuspSt* 
Nagava, and Kimstughna. So there remain 56 halves of 
tithis during the lunation during which the remaining 
seven Karanas, Known as Bava, Balava etc. rotate eight 
times. Thus the first half of the duration of any tithi is 
covered by one Karana and the latter by another. The 
computations of Kararias proceeds a3 with respect to tithis 
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bub dividing the elongation by 6, we are asked to count 
K — 1, (where K is the quotient) beginning with Bava 
because the first half of S'ukla pratipat is covered by the 
fixed Karana Kimstughna. The computation of the elapsed 
as well as the remaining nadikas of a particular Karana, 
it proceeds on the same lines as that of a tithi. 

(5) The Naksatra in which a planet or the Moon 
is situated is then found. The zodiac is divided into 27 
equal divisions beginning with its zero point and each 
division is named after the brilliant star of that division. 
Those stars are As'wini, BharanI etc. The star occupied 
by the Moon has a special significance in the Hindu 
calendar, it being spoken of that every day is presided over 
by a naksatra. This happens so because the Moon’s 
sidereal period is approximately 27 days. 


(6) To compute the Naksatra in which the planet 
or Moon is, take its longitude in minutes of arc X ; divide 


by 800, since each star division consists of 


360 ° _ 
27 “ 


360 X 60 
27 


minutes — 200'. The quotient gives the elapsed naksa- 
tras. To get the elapsed nadikas of the current naksatra 
or the remaining, let the remainder be r'. Then the 
proportion is ‘ If during the day of 60 nadis, the planet 
or the Moon goes p minutes what time does it take to 
cover r' or 800— r'. The answer is 
r'X60 (800— r') X 60 

P' P r P 1 


(7) Regarding yogas, let the longitudes of the Sun 
and the Moon be © and X in minutes of arc; let their daily 
motions be s and m in minutes. If the sum of the longi¬ 
tudes is 800', we say the first yoga named Viskambha is 
over, if the sum is 1600', the second Yoga, named priti 
has elapsed. Thus going on if the sum is 360°, we say the 
27 yogas have elapsed and the first again begins, Since 
the sum of the daily motions of the Sun and the Moon 
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are on the average 59'—8"+790'—35"=850', to cover 

one Yoga, they take ronghly one day since the duration 

of a yoga is of 800'. To get the number of elapsed yogas, 

divide ( © +M)' where M is the longitude of the Moon by 

(s+m). To get the elapsed nadls which are given by the 

remainder r or the remaining nadls of the current yoga 

whioh are given by 800; the proportion is ‘ If by s+m 

gain in the sum of the longitudes we have 60 nadls, what 

time is indicated by r' or 800—r' The answer is 

r' X 60 (800 — r) f X 60 

—_— or - _ 

m + $ 77b-j- s m-f- 8 

By the word is meant therefore the number 

of seconds of arc as many as the remainder r or (800—r) 

is in minutes or what is the same the remainder or 800 —r 

converted into seconds. 

(8) The tithi, karana, naksatra of the Moon and 
yoga constitute lour of the Angas of the panchanga or the 
Hindu Calendar the fifth being the week-day. All these 
five are supposed to have their effects good or bad on living 
beings. 

Verses 68, 69. The correction what is called Nata- 
karma. 

The Zenith distances of the Sun and the Moon at the 
end of Purnima or Amavasya at the time of lunar or solar 
eclipse, being expressed in nadis, are multiplied by 6 to get 
the degrees. Let their H sine be got from the short table 
of H sines. Multiply it by the equations of centre of the 
Sun and the Moon. Divide by 4920, and 4361 respectively. 
If the Sun be in the Eastern hemisphere, let the result 
pertaining to the Sun be subtracted from his position ; if 
in the Western, let it be added to his position. If the 
Moon be in the Eastern hemisphere and if his equation 
of centre be negative let the result be added to his position; 
if the equation of centre be positive, let the result be sub¬ 
tracted from his position in either of the hemispheres. 
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Again from these positions, let the tithi be computed and 
again let the above process be carried out until a constant 
time is arrived at for conjunction or opposition. 

Comm. (1) The above procedure is accepted by 
Bhaskara as Agarna enunciated by Brahmagupta and 
reiterated by Chaturveda as giving results that accorded 
with observation. We shall see that the correction known 
in modern astronomy as 4 correction due to astronomical 
refraction ’ is indicated here, though it was not stated 
explicitly. 

In fact what was stated by Brahmagupta was that 
the periphery of the Manda epicycle given as 13f° for the 
Sun and as 31-36 for the Moon hold good only on the 
meridian but the periphery of the Sun is to be increased 
or decreased by 20' according as the equation of centre is 
negative and the Sun is the Eastern equatorial horizon, 
or western equatorial horizon. If the equation of centre 
be positive the reverse correction is to be effected in 
the periphery i.e. for negative equation of centre. 

Periphery on the Eastern equatorial horizon—14°—0 
On the meridian — 13°—40' 

On the Western equatorial horizon — 13°—20' 

For positive equation of centre 
Periphery on the Eastern unmandala i.e. 

equatorial horizon = 13°—20' 


On the meridian ■ = 13°—40' 

On the Western unmandala — 14°—0 

In the case of the Moon, for negative equation of 
centre. 

On the Eastern unmandala =30 — 44 

On the meridian =31 — 36 

On the Western unmandala — 32 — 28 
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For positive Equation of centre. 

On the Eastern unmandala =30 — 44 

On the meridian =31—36 

On the Western unmandala =30 — 44 

In between the meridian and the unmandala, pro¬ 
portion is to be used. If by H sine Z equal to R, there 
is a difference of 20' in the periphery of the Sun, what 
will it be for an arbitrary H sin Z ? The result is 
n . 7 w 1 w 1 H sin Z 

J± sin n X g X |20 ~ §60—• Then again another 

proportion ‘‘If by 13|° we have the equation of centre E x 
what shall we have for the above difference V' 


The result is - .ggQ X 

Similarly for the Moon 


E x X 3 E* H sin Z 
41 “ 4920 

E 9 H sin Z X 52 
~ 60 X 120 X c 


E a XH sin ZX62X5 __ E 2 H sin Z __ E a ,HsinZ 
60X120X168 - 66880/18 4376 

which is taken as 4361 on account of approximating 

52 1 6 

60 X 1 2 0 = 138 and then muUiplying by 168 

_1_ J_' 6_1_ JL_ 

- 138 X 168 " 21804 ~ 2180 X# 4361' 


(2) In modern astronomy on account of astro¬ 
nomical refraction a celestial body is elevated towards 
the zenith by the formula K*tan Z where K has a 
particular value for all celestial bodies. Thus a body in 
the Eastern hemisphere, getting elevated the correction 
is to be negative and in the Western it is to be positive. 
We shall see how far the given correction accords with 

this. 


28 
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(3) Consider for the San first for negative 
equation of centre. 

(a) On the east, the negative equation being 

increased, elevation is effected. 

(b) On the west, the negative equation of centre 

being rendered less, elevation is effected. 

(c) For positive equation of centre, on the east it 

being lessened, again elevation is effected. 

(d) For +ve equation of centre on the Western 

side it being increased again it is elevated. 

Thus with respect to the Sun, the stipulated correction 
effects elevation in all the cases which accords with the 
effect of the modern refraction. 

Then let us consider the case of the Moon. 

(e) In the case of negative equation of centre, it 

being lessened in the East, the effect is 

depression. 

(f) And being increased in the west* the effect 

is depression. 

(g) In the case of positive equation of centre, it 

being reduced in the east, elevation is 

effected. 

(h) And in the west, it being reduced, elevation 

is effected. 

Thus in the case of the Moon, the phenomenon is 
recorded as depression in the case of negative equation of 
centre. Out of these two cases again the equation of 
centre being lessened is truly desirable as the Hindu 
equation of centre is in excess of the true value. So it 
need not be interpreted as depression. Regarding the 
other case, the error might have been due to the fact that 
a lesser parallax being taken, whose effect is to depress 
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the celestial body, depression might have been noticed 
during the course of an eclipse wherein conjunction or 
opposition had to be belated; or again the greater equation 
of centre as was postulated for the Son, than what it 
should be when his equation of centre was negative might 
have depressed the Sun, so that the Moon had to be 
depressed to arrive at the correct moment of conjunction 
or opposition. Thus this correction of Natakarma which 
was accepted by Bhaskara on the reported Agama of 
Brahmagupta and also on the right endorsement of 
Chaturveda, must have been in fact no other than the 
effect of the phenomenon of astronomical refraction, and 
what further strengthens this observation is the prescri¬ 
ption of H sin Z whioh is proportional tan Z. Also the 
modern formula being A tan Z where A = 58" approxi¬ 
mately, when Z is sufficiently large, the magnitudes given 
by Brahmagupta are of the same order as that of the 
moderns. This correction of Natakarma really reflects 
much credit on the ancient Hindu observations. 

Verse 70. Computing the planetary position for a 
given moment. 

The daily motion of the planet being multiplied by 
the time that has elapsed or that is to elapse at which 
the planetary position is to be found, and divided by 60, 
and the result being substracted from or added to the 
planetary position found, will render the position hold 
good for the moment in question. The Sun and the Moon 
will beoome by this process of what is called 
equal up to minutes for the moment of conjunction or 
opposition. For opposition only the Ras'is differ whereas 
the degrees, minutes and seconds in their positions will 
be equal whereas for opposition, the positions are equal 
in all respects ie. Rashs, degrees, minutes and seconds, 
too. 


Comm . The meaning is clear. 
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Verses 71 to 75. Obtainfng what are called Saksma- 
naksatras. 

The computation of the naksakas done as pres¬ 
cribed before, is only approximate. Now I shall give 
the method of obtaining what are called Suksma- 
naksatras as prescribed by the Kisis that are required to 
note auspicious occasions regarding marriages, journeys 
etc. people who knew about it, told that the six stars 
Vis'akha, Punarvasu, Rohini, and the three Uttaras or 
Uttaraphalguni, Uttarasadha, Utfcarabbadra have the 
duration of one and half stars ie. 3/2 X 790' — 35" = 
1185' — 52". The six stars Aslesha, Xrdra, SwatT, 
BharanI, Jyeshtha and S'atabhishak have half the duration 
of a star ie, 895' — 17". The remaining 15 alone have 
one naksatra duration ie. 790' — 35". A star’s duration 
is the mean daily motion of the Moon ie. 790' — 35". The 
sum total of all the above 27 stars being subtracted from 
360°, give the duration of the star what is called Abhijit 
which occurs after Uttarasadha and before S'ravana. To 
obtain the star in which a planet is situated, convert its 
longitude in minutes of arc and substract the durations 
of the stars from As'wini as many as could be substracted. 
The number of stars whose durations are thus substracted 
are deemed to have elapsed. The remainder is called the 
gata or elapsed portion of the current star and the 
difference of this gata and the duration of the current 
naksatra is called the Esya, ie. unelapsed portion. To 
obtain the elapsed time or the unelapsed time of the 
current star the gata or the esya is to be multiplied by 
60, and divided by the daily motion of the planet 
concerned the result being in nadls. 

Comm. One line in the verse 72 is evidently missing 
which should name Rohini and the three Uttaras. We 
are able to know them from Bhaskara’s commentary 
as well as from Brahmagupta and S'ripati. In the course 
of the commentary Bhaskara reiterates what was stated 
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by Brahmagupta, that Risis like Pulis'a, Vasistha and 
Garga spoke about these Suksmanaksatras. The 
duration of Abhijit calculated as directed is 254' — 18". 
The computation as directed is easy for understanding. 
The reason for the durations indicated is not clear but 
is to be taken as based on Astrology. 

Verses 76, 77. The duration of the planets’ transit 
into new Rashs and the duration of the interval between 
successive stars, tithis, Karanas and yogas. 

The disc of the planet multiplied by 60, and divided 
by its daily motion gives the nadis of transit of the 
planet from Rash to Rash. This duration is considered 
to be holy for performing Vedic rites. It is the holiest 
with respect to the Sun’s transit in particular. A planet 
in its transit gives partly holy results not so much as 
the Sun, depending upon the nature of the previous and 
succeeding Rashs. The duration of Sandhi for tithis is 
got by dividing the disc of the Moon expressed in seconds 
by the difference of the daily motions of the Moon and the 
Sun; so also with respect to Kara^as. The Sandhi 
between two Naksatras is obtained by the same measure 
of the disc of the Moon expressed in seconds of arc being 
divided by the Moon’s daily motion. The Sandhi between 
two yogas is got by dividing the same numerator by the 
sum of the daily motions of the Sun and the Moon. 

Comm. (1) The Sandhi is the period that elapses 
during the transit of the disc concerned between the Rasds 
and naksatra divisions. With respect to tithi, Kara^a 
and yoga, the divisions are imaginary not being seen in 
the Sky and the disc concerned is that of the Moon, and 
not that of the Sun though the Sun’s motion is also taken 
into account. We say a transit from a division to another 
is current so long as the disc lies partly in the previous 
and partly in the latter. So the Sandhi begins when the 
disc touches the next division and ends when its hind part 
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tonches the previous division. In other words it is the 
interval between the first contact of the disc with the 
succeeding division and the last contact with the previous 
division. 


(2) In the case of the Sun the duration of the Sans- 

32'i 

krSnti is equal to of a ^ a y taking the maximum 

magnitude of the disc and the minimum daily motion 

. , , 65 _ _ 650 

approximately = 


2 X 57 


X 60 nadls 


19 


= 34-12 


32* 1 


1301 . . 12 3908 


nSdis approximately or more accurately ~~rff 

Ou-JTJ- 


40 X 683 6830 of a day 

“ X 6 nadls - = 34-17 nadikas. 


Taking liberal boundaries, the or the elders 

saying is ie. 40 nadikas on the whole. 


Here ends the Spastashikara. 



THE TRIPRAS'NKDHIKARA 


Verse 1, The purport of this chapter. 

Pandits say that this is the scienoe of time in as 
much as, herein there is described the method of knowing 
the direction and the point of space (where a celestial body 
is situated) given the time. Hence I expound that 
chapter, which gives that knowledge and which abounds in 
very important statements, which forms the quintessence 
of the scienoe of astronomy. 

Comm . This chapter is called Triprasfnadhikara, 
since this dealB with the three questions pertaining to the 
direction and the point of space of a celestial body for 
a given time ie. dealing with Des'a, Dik and Kala. In 
this chapter we come across the Hindu methods of 
spherical trigonometry, and gnomonics or S'ankuvedha 
or observations with the help of a gnomon. Also we find 
herein a usage of what is called ‘ Q-olayantra ’ or the 
armillary sphere, which helped the Hindu astronomers to 
solve all diurnal problems. We find herein Bhaskara 
excelling himself. This chapter abounds in a good number 
of technical terms and without a knowledge ©f this 
chapter, no one could call himself a Hindu astronomer. 

Verses 2-4. To compute what is called lagna given 
the time. 

The lagna or the ascendant as it is called or the point 
of intersection of the ecliptic with the horizon at a given 
point of time is obtained as follows. Obtain the Sayana 
longitude of the Sun at the point of time at which it is 
required to find the lagna. Supposing the Sun is in the 
rth degree of a particular Ras'i, the number of asus which 
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give the rising time of the arc of (30 — r)° of that RSsd 
are called the Bhogyasus, or the asus which are taken by 
the remainder of the Rash to rise at the place. They are 

equal to. -^0 where T gives the asus of the 


rising time of that Ras'i. The Bhuktasus on the other 
hand are the asus which pertain to the rising time of the 
arc of the first r° of that Ras'is, which are therefore 

equal to —^ q - ; from the given time substract the 


Bhogyasus formulated above; then substract also the 
rising times of as many subsequent Ras'is as could be 
substracted. Let 1 R ’ be the remainder of the time 
given. If t be the rising time in asus of the next Rasd, 
R X 30° 

- 7 - gives the number of degrees by which the lagna 


has advanced in the next Rasi. These degrees added to 
the previous Ras'is beginning from v the equinoctial point 
give the Sayana or the modern longitude of the lagna. 
From this Sayana longitude if we substract the Ayanamsa, 
we have the Nirayana or the Hindu longitude measured 
from the Hindu Zero-point of the ecliptic. If, however, 
the given time after Sun-rise expressed in asus say ‘a* 

falls short of the Bhogyasus defined above, then, 

where 3 is the rising time in asus of the Ras'i in whioh 
the San is situated, added to the longitude of the Sun, 
gives the Sayana longitude of the lagna. 


X 30 

5 


Comm, The substance of these verses, though appears 
to be simple, yet is complicated which can be better under¬ 
stood with the help of a figure (Ref. fig. 30). 


Let SEN be the horizon, vER the celestial equator 
and vAL the ecliptic where L is the point of lagna. 
Required to find vh the Sayana longitude of L from 
which if Ayanamsa be substracted we get the Hindu 




m 



Fig. 30 


longitude. Let vA t AB, BO, CD, DP be the successive 
Sayana Bas'is called Sayana Mesa, Sayana Vrisabha etc. 

(The Nirayana Bas'is also starting 
from the Hindu zero-point are called 
Nirayana Mesa, Nirayana Vrisabha 
etc. and if in Hindu Astronomy 
we use the words simply as Mesa, 
Vrisabha etc. especially in panch- 
angas ie. the Hindu almanacs, we 
have to construe them as belong¬ 
ing to the Nirayana or the Hindu 
system whose zero*point is called 
the first point of the constellation Aswini and not r). 
rh — rD + DL = an integral number of Bas'is, say, ‘ n ’ 
of them ie. n X 30° + DL, where DL is the arc of the 
Bas'i carrying the Lagoa L. The question then resolves 
itself into knowing how many Bas'is precede 4 D * from r 
and what the measure of DL is. The data are (1) the 
Nirayana longitude of the Sun as computed by the 
methods of Hindu astronomy (2) The Ayanamsa of the 
year ie. i ro* where o is the Hindu zero-point of the ecliptic. 
(3) The time after Sun-rise at the place, given in Savana 
units at which we are required to find the Lagna. 


Binding the Lagna at a given point of time at a 
given place is not only necessary in astronomy but its 
importance is more in what is called horary astrology 
or Muhurta Hastra, whose purpose is to fix an auspicious 
moment for the performance of marriages etc. as well as 
in astrology in casting a horoscope. 


The finding of the rising times of the various Bas'is 
at the equator, as well as at a given place was dealt with 
in the previous chapter. Those rising times are found in 
sidereal units, a sidereal day being divided into 60 nadis, 
or 60 X 60 Vinadis or 60 X 60 X 6 asus. These units 
are of constant magnitude since a sidereal day, which is 
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the period of diurnal rotation of the earth is of constant 
magnitude. In the data given above, the time is normally 
given in Savana units, ie. mean solar units. A Savana 
day is of 60 X 60 X 6 + 69 asus, which is greater than a 
sidereal day by 59 asus because the mean Sun advance by 
59' — 8" per day among stars and as such the Sun-rise the 
next day is belated by 59 asus approximately. The given 
time in Savana units could be converted into sidereal 
units as per the approximate ratio 21600: 21660 which 
means for every Savana nadi we have to add one asu or 
for every hour four seconds. Then the procedure of finding 
the Lagna will be a little different from what it would 
be if we proceed with the Savana units. The complex¬ 
ity mentioned before, arises out of the Savana units, 
and this has been explained by Bhaskara in Goladhyaya 
under the title in the beginning of the 

chapter called fsrsu^srrerftT. Now the procedure will be 
explained. Let (Fig. BO) S' be the position of the Sun 
at the Sun-rise and S his position at the time at which 
the Lagna is to be found so thst the Sun has advanced 
by S'S ie. which measured in minutes of arc is called gati- 
kalas. In a mean solar day these gatis-kalas would be 59, 
and in the given time after Sun-rise they will be 
proportional. The time given after Sun-rise pertains 
to the rising time of the arc S'L which we have in sidereal 
units. We shall first find the Lagna using sidereal units 
by measuring S'L, so that we may latter understand 
Bhaskara’s reasoning for his stipulation of 
on which basis he finds the Lagna with the Savana units 
taking the position of the Sun at S instead of S'. 

We know the position of the sun at sun-rise ie. S', so 
that the rising time of As' ie. the previous arc in the Rasi 
in which the Sun is situated is given by Bhuktasus defined 
above and the rising time of S^ the remaining arc 
of the Rasi is given by Bhogyasus. Subtract from the 
given time converted into sidereal units if they are not 
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sidereal, the rising time of S'B ie. the Bhogyasus, whose 

formula is ---—-- where T is tne rising 

of that Rasi expressed in asus. Then subtract the 
rising times of as many subsequent Ras'is as could 
be subtracted ie, here from the figure the rising times 
of BO, CD, Then there remains the rising time 
pertaining to the arc DL from which we could calculate 


the magnitude of DL in degrees by the formula 


R_X 30 
T 


where * R * is the remainder in time after subtracting 
the rising times of s'B, BO, OD and T the rising time of 
the Ras'i D.F. Then the longitude of L is r A + AB + 
BO + CD + DL = 4 X 30 + DL (In the figure shown 
rD cannot equal 4 Ras'is but will be far less than that but 
for illustration alone, we have represented it as consisting 
of 4 Ras'is). 


The method of finding the longitude of L as above is 
quite plain being done on the basis of sidereal unitB and 
taking the position S' of the Sun at Sun-rise. But Bhaskara 
adopts the position S and Savana units which compelled 
him to take pains to explain what is called 
or obtaining the position S from the Sun-rise position S'. 
In fact the Sun is at S at the time at which the Lagna 
is to be found and we have to find DL as before. 
The argument advanced by Bhaskara is that the rising 
times of SB, BO, OD, DL measured in sidereal asus, will 
be just equal to the Savana asus, from Sun-rise, because 
the arcs S'L and SL differ by S'S ie. by the gatikalas 
pertaining to the time after Sun-rise. In other words, if 
the rising times of S'A + AB + BO -f- CD + DL in 
sidereal asus give the sidereal time after Sun-rise, the 
rising times of SA + AB + BO + OD 4* DL in the same 
sidereal asus give the Savana time after Sun-rise. Hence 
Bhaskara used the word in the beginning of 

the verse 2. Then he himself raised a purvapaksa or 
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the argument of an imaginary opponent namely “ la the 
time given measured after Sun-rise Savana (mean solar) 
or Naksatra (ie. sidereal) ? If it be the former, how is it 
you are subtracting the rising times of sA, AB etc. which 
are sidereal from your Savana units? Further, should you 
not take the position of the Sun at Sun-rise namely S', 
because the time given is what has elapsed after Sun-rise ? 
Also, why should you complicate matters by accepting 
Savana units when the question is simple if dealt with 
sidereal units ? 

To this Bhaskara answers as follows — 

“ True it is, what you say. Generally in day to day 
life, time is given only in Savana units and not side¬ 
real. , Further you cannot avoid Savana measure, for, 
in the case of an arc moved by a planet, in its diurnal 
circle time is measured in the Savana units pertaining 
to the planet. (The Savana units of a planet are 
different from what they are for the Sun depending upon 
the arc moved by the planet in question during a day). 
These Savana units are what are termed Kshetra-Vibha- 
gafcmika or what depend upon the arc covered in the 
diurnal path in contradistinction to the Kala-Vibhagat- 
mika units or sidereal units. (In other words pure time 
is what is measured in sidereal units which is a standard 
measure, whereas time which has the bias of the motion 
of the planet also ie. which we seek to measure by the arc 
moved by a planet in its diurnal path, is Ksetra-Vibhagat- 
mika). Thus having had to accept the Savana measure 
also, we seek to proceed on that basis, though we could 
convert the Savana measure into the sidereal and 
proceed without complication The argument which 
Bhaskara gives for is further as follows. 

The measure of the arc SL using the rising times in 
asus ie. sidereal units, is the Savana measure of the arc 
S'L done in sidereal units. Instead of subtracting the 
rising time of S'A from the given time converted into 
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sidereal, we subtract the rising time of SA from the given 
Savana time and the result will be the same, for, 

— SA = ~ (S'A — S'S) = S'S — S'A. which means 
subtracting SA from the time tantamoants to increasing 
by S'S and subtracting S'A. This increase by S'S is add¬ 
ing what have, been defined as gati-kalas so that automati¬ 
cally the Savana units got converted into sidereal units, 
by taking the position S and subtracting SA instead of 
taking the position S' and subtracting S'A. The result is 
the same. So, it is said 4 ’ in the beginning 

of the verse 2. 

In the second case mentioned in verse 4, if the time 

given, falls short of the Bhogyasus, then simply -• ^ ^ 

where x is the time given .in asus and T the rising time of 
the Rash in which both the Sun and the lagna are then 
situated gives the arc in degrees which if added to the 
longitude of the Sun gives that of the lagna. Here also 
the position 4 S * counts. 

Verses 5 to 6J. To find conversely the time that has 
elapsed after Sun-rise given the lagna. 

The Bhogyasus of the Sun and the Bhuktasus of the 
Lagna together with the rising times of intermediate 
Basis gives the time required. 

If the Sun and the Lagna both be in the same Rasd, 
then the arc in between them, multiplied by T and divide 
by 30, gives the time required. 

If, however, the longitude of the Lagna falls short of 
that of the Sun, ie. if the Sun be below the horizon, (in 
this case SL > 180°) then finding the time of rising of SL 
and subtracting from a day, we have the time of the Lagna 
before Sun-rise. 
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However, here, there is one complication if we 
consider the ie. s the Sun at the given time. 

This position of s cannot be had unless we know the time, 
which is itself required. So we get in the first place the 
time pertaining to S'L, which is the time measured in 
sidereal units the position S' being that of the Sun at Sun¬ 
rise. If we don't take recourse to convert this time in 
sidereal units to Savana units using the proportion 
between them, then the alternative is to obtain the position 
S using the time obtained and then calculate the time 
again in Savana units. 

If the time given to find the Lagna, be sidereal, it 
goes without saying that we find it from S'. Also S' 
being given and if the time after sun-rise is required in 
sidereal units for a given Lagna, the method of succes¬ 
sive approximation is unnecessary. 

Verse 7. To find the Lagna before Sun-rise called 
Vilomalagna. 

Suppose it be required to find the lagna before Sun¬ 
rise, given the time before Sun-rise. Obtain the then posi¬ 
tion of the Sun and find his Bhuktasus; subtract them from 
the given time; from the remainder, subtract the rising 
times of as many Basis as could be, rasis behind the Sun’s 
position. If R be the remainder in the time after these 
subtractions,, then R X 30/T where T is the rising time of 
is the next preceding Rasi, together with n X 80, where n 
the number of integral Basis subtracted and the aro 
of the next. Rasi by which the Sun has advanced in his 
Rasi at the time of the Lagna (known from the position 
of S found) the sum total of these three items being 
subtracted from the position of S gives the longitude of L. 

Comm. Easy. 

Verse 8. To obtain the East-West line. 
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The Bast-Wesfc line is roughly the join of the 
extremities of the morning shadow as] well as that in 
the after-noon of a gnomon placed at the centre of a 
circle drawn on a plane with any arbitrary radius, 
when those shadows equal the radius of the circle. But 
this line is to be deflected keeping its western point ie. 
the extremity of the morning shadow fixed through a 

distance — at the eastern end perpendi- 

COS (j) 

cular to it, where the above distance is measured in units, 
which measure K. 

Comm. The east and west points are where the 
celestial equator cuts the horizon. The east point is 
thus the point where the Sun-rises when he is exactly at 
the vernal equinox. The question is how to draw the 
east-west line on a plane. For this we are asked to 
eteaw a circle with any radius on that plane. The plane 
is described here as that kind of sur¬ 

face as is determined by the surface of water there. Such 
a kind of surface forms approximately a horizontal plane 
not of course exactly because such a surface is really 
spherical, the earth being a sphere. But because the 
radius of the earth is sufficiently large, we can take such 
a surface to be a horizontal plane for ail practical purposes. 
Having drawn a circle place the gnomon vertical at the 
centre. In the morning note the extremity of the shadow 
when it equals the radius. In the afternoon also mark 
the point when the shadow equals the radius. Join those 
two points. It represents roughly the east-west line, 
roughly because the Sun’s declination changes in between 
the two moments however small the change might be. 
Ignoring the change in the declination, this line will 
be east-west because of the following reason. The length 
of the shadow is 12 tan z where 12 units are the measure 
of the gnomon. But since the shadow on both the occasions 
is equal to the radius of the circle z, the zenith-distance 
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will be the same on both the occasions. Then the spherical 
triangles PZSj and PZS 2 where P is the celestial pole, Z the 
Zenith and S x and S 3 are the positions of the 8 un on the 
two occasion, are congruent their three sides being respe¬ 
ctively equal, provided we take PS, = PS 3 ie. 90 — 81 = 
90 — ie. 8 i = 8 a on both the occasions. When the 

A A 

two triangles are thus congruent, PZSj = PZS 2 ie. Si and 
S § are equidistant from the plane of the Prime*Vertical. 
Hence the extremities of the shadows will be equidistant 
from the Bast-West line ; or this may be seen in another 
way; Sj S a will be perpendicular to the meridian plane 
and as such parallel to the plane of the Prime-Vertical. 


The correction mentioned in the verse is known as 
the Agrantara correction which was originally given by 
Chaturveda charya and then accepted by Srlpati. Why 
it is called Agrantara is because it is a change in what 
are called Karnavrittagras of the two occasions where we 
shall see in due course that the formula for Karnavrittagra 


K sin 8 

is where K is hypotense of the gnomonic triangle 

formed by the gnomon and its shadow S at any place and 
time. This correction is a very minute correction and 
as a matter of fact could be ignored. But the fact that the 
correction was cognized and correctly formulated testifies 
to the knowledge of the sphere which the above 
acharyas had. Assuming the formula of the Karnagra 
here (it will be proved by us later in this chapter) if 
8 i and 8 * he the declinations on the two occasions 


respectively the Karnagras will be 


K sin 8 i K sin 8 


cos f 


and 


COS 9 


K being equal on the two occasions because the shadows 
are equal. Hence the correction being the difference of 

A _ . K (sin 8i ~ sin 8a) 

the AgraB, it is - K as stated by Bhas- 
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We shall now prove it in modern terms from the 
spherical triangle PZS. We have the formula sin 8 = 
ainfd) cos z -f cos J) sin z sin a where PZS «= 90 — a, a 
being the Hindu azimuth measured from the East point. 
Multiply the above equation by K and divide throughout 
by cos d) where K is called the Chayakarna equal to 
*yi2 a -j- S 2 , S being the gnomonic shadow at the moment. 
Hence 



Fig, 31 Fig. 32 


But from Pig. 31, K cos z = 12, K sin z = S, (2) 
and from Eig. 32, 8 sin a = b where h is called the 
Chayabhuja ie. Chayabhuja = K sin z sin a (3). Thus 


But again from Fig. 38, when © the Sun at vernal 
equinox is on the meridian and as such has a meridian 
zenith-distance equal to <i, 12 tan = s where s is called 
the Vishuvat-chaya or equinoctial shadow. Thus we have 

^^= S + 5(4). 

COS <4 


Again if the Sun be on the horizon, from Fig, 34, 
E © is called the Agra, A, so that from the triangle P 
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Fig. 33 Fig. 34 

sin 

cos (90 — g) = cos d) cos (90 — A) ie. = sin A or 

sin 

in the Hindu form H sin A = R = Agrajya (5). 

COS 


This Agrajya is in a circle of radius E, and if it be re¬ 
duced to a circle whose radius is K, is will be 5 x — s * n ,^ 

E COB (j) 

= cos ^ which is called Kamugru, Hence we have 

Karnugm = s + b which we shall write as a — b + $ (6). 
This is an important formula which is going to be 
formulated later in verses 72, 73. In the above formula 
s being constant, by differentiating gu = g& which means 
that the variation in the bhuja is on account of the 
variation in the Karnagra. If in Fig. 35, (V, CE" be 
morning and evening shadows when they are equal as per 
the verse under comment, Mw' = b the morning bhuja, 
HE" = the evening bhuja dE' is the variation in the 
bhuja ie. b — b' — g& which is formulated and equal to 

ga. But go - c[ cos 6 ) - coa £ ,6 being eon- 

stant and K also being constant because the shadow 
S is constant and K = VS 2 4* 12 3 = constant on both 

the occasions, 86 = gK = ~-g (sin g, - sin g.) 
as stated by Bhaskara. 


the occasions. 
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Fig. 35 

9. Having determined the East-West line as 
mentioned, by drawing with a compass with the same radius 
on either sides of Ea> (E<d is the East-West line through t e 
centre of the circle drawn parallel to the rectified East- 
West line namely E' w' where E" a>' is the approximate 
East-West line obtained by the join of the extremities 
of the shadows) two arcs which intersecting each other 
form a fish-like enclosure as shown in the figure and 
as such called Matsya meaning a fish, and joining the 
ends of the fish namely /, g and producing fg, we have 
the south and the north points s /and n. Or again, 
the north-south line could be had from Eig. 36, w ere 
EG is a rod held in the direction of the north-pole 
as seen by the eye at « and EA and OB the lines indicated 
by the plumb-line called A and B being on 

the plane and AB joined passing through N, the north- 
point. Or again the directions could be determined as 
follows from a single shadow S namely Ca>' in Eig. 35, 
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calculating the bhuja w'M and Koti 
OM; Bhuja and Koti feeing known, 
and the shadow Co/ being drawn, 
holding two rods whose lengths are 
equal to the bhuja and Koti perpendi¬ 
cular to each other, one extremity of 
the bhuja-rod being held at co' and 
one extremity of the Koti-rod being 
held at C, and the rods making a 
right angle at M, then the bhuja-rod 
determines the north-south direction 
and the Koti-rod the Bast-West dire¬ 
ction. 



Fig. 36 


Verse 10. The Bhuja is defined as the distance of the 
extremity of the shadow from the east-west line where 
the S'anku or gnomon is placed at the intersection of 
Eft> and NS. Koti = /C12 - Z> 3 ' Koti will be in the 
East-West direction. So Chaya-koti = K sin z cos a (7). 

Comm . Easy. 

Verse 11. The Chayakarna, K is equal to VS 2 -j- 12 2 , 
so that sJK 2 — 12 3 = S or */(K -f- 12j ( K — 12) = S. 


Comm . Easy. 

Verse 12. The S'anku is also called Nara or Na. 
The zenith-distance of the Sun at Noon when the Sun 
is in r is the latitude of the place, called pala or 
Aksha ; the altitude then is called lamb a or colatitude. 

Comm. The word S'anku we have previously used 
for the gnomon. It is also used for the H cosine of 
the zenith-distance and to differentiate it from the 
previous S'anku called Dwadasangul’a-S'anku or 
twelve-unit-length S'anku, it is termed Maha S'anku 
and occasionally Ista-S'anku. Maha S'anku or Ista 
S'anku — H cos * (8). Thus in figure (37) ©M — 
H cos z. In the fig. where gn = gnomon, go = S 
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the shadow, O = the position of the Sun whose zenith- 
distance is 0z, If z } be taken as the zenith © z f meas¬ 
ures the zenith-distance whereas if z be taken as 
the zenith ©z is the zenith-distance. The apparent 
inconsistency that both ©z' and ©z are taken 
as the zenith-distance is not there if we consider the 


/\ 

zenith-distance as the angle © nz = © oz. 0 © = R, 
© z = z s so that © L = H sin z, and JiO = © H = 
H cos z — S'anku or Nara or Na. it is called Nara or 
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Na which means man, because 
a man may consider himself 
as a gnomon, which is called 
S'anku. So the word is also 
applied to the parallel H cos z 
parallel to the gnomon and 
called Mahas'anku. JEL sin z is 
called DrigjyU (9) zenith-dis¬ 
tance is known as Nati because 
it is depression from the zenith. 
©K(Fig. 37) is called the un- 
nati or altitude. 


Verses 13 to 17. Latitudinal triangles (Ref. Fig. 21), 

(1) The right-angled triangle formed by the 
gnomon, the equinoctioal shadow and the hypotenuse 
called Vishuvat-karna is the fundamental latitudinal 
triangle, which is like knowledge that will be the basis 
of all good things of the world, for example, respect, 
money, fame and happiness (Fig. S3). 

(2) The second latitudinal triangle is that which is 
formed by H sin <i, H cos <£ and the radius R of the 
sphere (Ref. A 0 Q L Fig. 88). 

(3) The third latitudinal triangle is that formed by 
Kshitijya, S* Bj Kranrijya E* Bj and Agrajya E, Si ie. 
the projected triangle E^t Si B 1 of ESB (Fig. 21) on the 
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Fig. 38 


plane of the meridian - where is the centre of 
the sphere. 

(4) The fourth latitudinal triangle is E, S x F, the 
projection of ESF (Eig, 21) on the meridian plane 
where E* Fj is the Sama-S'anku or the S'anku of the 
celestial body when it is on the prime vertical. E a Sj 
is the Agrajya as mentioned, Sj F 2 is what is called 
Taddrti. 

(5) The fifth latitudinal triangle is E, B x F t where 
Ej Bj is Krantijya or H sin E, F x is the Sama- 
S'anku defined above and B, F, is what is called the 
higher segment of the Taddrti which is equal to 
Taddrti minus Kujya or Kshitijya. 

(6) The sixth latitudinal triangle is E x D x B x 
where E x D* is called the first segment of Agrajya, D 1 B x is 
what is called un-mandala S'anku or H cos z of the 
celestial body when it is on the unmandala or the 
Equatorial horizon and E, B x Krantijya. 
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(7) The seventh latitudinal triangle is D x Si B 1 
where Di S x is the second segment of the Agrajya, Si Bi is 
the Kujya, and Di Bj is the unmandala S'anku. 

(8) The eighth latitudinal triangle is B, L, F t 
where Bi Li is equal to the first segment of Agrajya, 
Li Fi is the higher segment of Agrajya, L, Fi is the 
higher segment of the Sama-Vritta-S'anku, and FiB, is 
the upper segment of Taddrfei mentioned before. 

Comm. It was already mentioned that a latitudinal 
triangle is such a right-angled tri-angle constituted by 
the chords of the celestial sphere where the angles in the 
triangle are < 4 , 90 — < 4 , 90°. The side opposite to 9 is 
called the Bhuja, that opposite to (90 — < 4 ) is called 
Koti and the third Kama, Such triangles are not only 
eight as have been mentioned, but many more will be 
there as mentioned by Bhaskara. They are all formed 
as mentioned by him by the intersections of the diurnal 
paths and the oelestial equator with the circles of the 
sphere namely horizon, prime vertical, meridian, 
Equatorial horizon and declination circles. These 
circles clearly intersect at <4 or 90 — <4. The eight 
triangles mentioned are those whose elements will be 
entering computations. There is another important 
latitudinal triaugle with which we have to deal later 
namely that formed by what is called Hriti, S'anku, and 
S'ankutala (Fig. 39). 

0 3 K = Agra ; 0,0 = S'anku-tala ; ON = S'anku-bhuja 
= OK Agra = S'ankutala + S'anku-bhuja 

H sin B -IT rr I 

Agra = B s - 7 ; S'ankutala = H cos Z tan d 

& Jll cos 0 

Sanku- bhuja = H sin sH Bin _a (Bef fig _ 40 , } 

... R Hsinj „ s ooa « tan i + H sia - z -P - 8ia a 

H oos 0 « 
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Fig. 39 


or in modern terms sin § = sin <j> oos z + cos <4 sin z sin a 

as derived from the triangle PZS. Formula I is with 

respect to the Maha S'anku o L of fig. 40 ; if it be reduced 

to the S'anku of the gnomon the S'anku-bhuja ©N becomes 

the Chayabhuja pr which will be equal to 

H sin z H sin a ^ K Tr . . . 

--f.- X - — K sm z sm a whereas. 


R H sin 


Agra becomes H cos ^ ~ 5 = ' 

Karnagra and S'anku-tala becomes 

H cos z tan (j X K _ 

-g- — K cos 


K sin 


which is called 


= 12 tan <J) — 


which is a constant quantity. It will be noted that 
Karnagra differs from point to point since K differs from 
time to time during a day. In fact Karnagra is the 
perpendicular dropped from the extremity of the shadow 
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on the line parallel to the East-West line and north of it 
at a distance of the equinoctial shadow. As the shadow 
varies from time to time Karnagra varies from time to 
time. Chayabbuja is the perpendicular dropped from the 
same extremity of the shadow on the East.West line. 
(Vide figure under verses 72, 78), 

Let fig. 89 represent the diurnal path of a celestial 
body which is parallel to the Equator. Let A be the point 
where the celestial body culminates or crosses the meridian 
of the place, B the point where it crosses the prime 
vertical, 0 any arbitrary point of the orbit and D the 
point where it is on the Equatorial horizon, unmandala. 
Drop perpendiculars from A, B, 0, D to the plane of the 
horizon, namely Aa, Bb, Cc, Dd. Let MOj 0 2 O a 0 4 L be 
the line of intersection of the plane of the diurnal circle 
with the horizon so that, LM is called the Udayastasutra, 
L being the point where the body rises and M where it 
sets. A line through D, the point where the diurnal path 
cuts the Equatorial horizon, drawn parallel E« the East- 
West line will be a diameter of the diurnal circle and as 
suoh bisects the path. Draw perpendiculars from a, b, c, d 
to ML to meet it in 0 lt O a , O a , 0 4 . By the theorem of 
three perpendiculars Ao*, Bo a , Co a , Do 4 will be perpendi¬ 
culars on ML in the plane of the diurnal circle. It is 
clear from the figure that all these right-angled triangles 
Ao x a, Bo a b, Co 3 c, Do 4 d are not only mutually similar but 
also are similar to the latitudinal triangles, in as much as 

✓S /A. 

the angles A, B, C, D, the angles between the vertical 
plane and the diurnal plane being equal to the angle 
between the planes of the prime Vertical and the Equator, 

/V /\ /\ /\ 

are all <i and angles a, b, c, d are right angles. Hence 
these triangles are also latitudinal. In fact'Bbo a , Ddo 4 were 
already included by us in the list of the eight latitudinal 
triangles since they are oongunent to E, E, S, and D 1 B, Si. 
As a matter of fact O a B is Taddhrti itself, 0 4 D Kujya, 
3 
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Bb —Sama-S'anku, and Dd un mandate S'anku. 0,b is not 
actually the Agrajya but parallel and equal to it, since 
Agrajya is the H sine of SB of fig. 21, which is the per¬ 
pendicular from S on Ea>. Similarly do 4 is not the second 
segment of Agrajya but a parallel and equal segment. 
Thus Bb is the perpendicular distance between EE' and 
EE' ie. Ecu and a parallel through E to Ecu (fig. 21.) 
Dd is the perpendicular distance between DD' and BB'; 
bo 2 is the perpendicular distance between Ecu and SS'; do 4 
the perpendicular distance between DD' and SS' (fig. 21) ; 
Bo a the perpendicular distance between EE' and SS'; Do 4 
the perpendicular distance between BB', SS'. In this 
fig. 89, OiA is called Hrti, Co 3 =Ishta-Hrti or any arbitrary 
hrti. Taddhrti Hrti and KujyS are special cases of 
Ishtahrti. Hrti is the maximum of Ishtahrti. Calling 
Aa, Bb, Co, Dd S'ankus in general ao„ bo 2 , co 3 , do 4 are 
called S'ankutalas. Aa is called Dinardha-S'anku or the 
S'anku of the mid-day; whereas Dd is the unmandala- 
S'anku and Bb Sama-S'anku. Cc is called Ishta-S'anku. 
Perpendiculars from A, B, C, D on the plane of the prime 
vertical are called S'anku-bhujas. Since B is on the 
prime-vertical itself, the S'anku-bhuja is zero and at 
this point B0 3 is Agrajya. In the arbitrary case at C, 
the perpendicular from C on the plane of the prime- 
vertical being S'anku-bhuja, which is equal to the per¬ 
pendicular from C on Ecu, and Co 3 being the S'anku-tala, 
and since the perpendicular distance between ML and 
Ecu is the Agrajya, which is equal to the sum of 0, C and 
the S'anku-bhuja S'anku-tala -f S'anku-bhuja — Agrajya. 
(10) which is a different expression of (5). We shall 
present this analytically. Putting S'anku = H cos z, and 


using the latitudinality of Cco s 


H cos z 


Co. 


Co 3 

K 


12 “ 3 “ 

applying similarity with the first fundamental latitudinal 
triangle where s = equinoctial shadow, and K the 
Visuvat-Kar^a. Hence we have 
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n T Li. l j.- K H COS Z COS Z 

Co 3 = Ishta-hrti = ^ H cos z = w^ZTZ=7ZTZ (*D 


H cos y cos y 


Co 3 = S'anku-tala = H 00 s z = H cos z tan p 


H cob z H sin 


<P 


R cos z tan c 


From the triangle PZS, we have the formula 
sin 5 == sin y cos z-j-cos y sin z sin a written under verse 8 


cos <p 
R sin g 


cos z tan y -f- sin z sin a or in the Hindu form 

-r-r , . H sin z H sin ft T 

= H cos z tan y -f -g-. I. 


We saw under verse 8 that 


R sin 8 _____ RH sin 
cos y ~ H cos y 


= Agrajya (formula 5). Also we have from (12) above 
H cos z tan y = S'anku-tala. From fig. 40, if SM be drawn 
secondary to the prime-vertical, the right-angled spherical 
triangle SMZ gives 

Sin x = sin z sin a when SM = x or in the Hindu form 

H sin z H sin a . 

-; but H sin x we defined as 


H sin x 


R 


S'anku-bhuja, so that the equation I above may be written 
Agrajya = S'anku-tala + S'anku-bhuja which is (10). 
H sin a is called Dih-jyct and S sin z, DrTt-jyn. Formula 
(10) or (6) is the Hindu expression of the modern formula 
sin 8 = sin y cos z -j- cos y sin z sin a. But the beauty 
lies in reducing (10) to the formula derived under verse 8 
namely a = b 4- s ie. formula (6) to the horizontal plane , 
introducing the concepts of Karnagra f <and ChUyclbhuja 
(Ref. fig. 40'). The lines corresponding to C^A and 0 3 C 
in the Equatorial plane are called Antya and Ishtantya. 
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T 


Fig. 40 



Hrti — OjA — CKX-f-OA 

— Kujya 4- H cos £ or 
Dhujya VI since OOi = 
D0 4 = Kujya. The line in 
the Equatorial plane cor¬ 
responding to KujyS is 
Charajyu which is equal to 
B tan (p tan S (13) so that 
we can write Kujya — 
R sin ^ tan <p~Hsin S tan <p 
(13'). Also from VI 

Antya = R + Obarajya 

— R + R tan p tan g (14) 

which gives us the duration 
of half the day where R 
gives 6 hrs and Charajya 
the increment in day due 
to p and g. 

Verse 18. To obtain the 
magnitudes of the various 
chords or the elements of 
the latitudinal triangles. 


The elements or the sides of all these latitudinal 
triangles are mutually derivable from similarity. 

Comm . Easy. 


Second half of Verse 18. The radius multiplied by 
the Kotis dr Bhujas and divided by the Karnas gives 
H cos <p and H sin <p. 

Comm. The seven triangles except the second; of the 
eight latitudinal triangles are compared here with the 
second. Remembering Bhujas are the sides of the 
triangles opposite to <p and Kotis opposite to 90 — <P, 
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Bhuja Bhuja 

&7 n a in a “y trian g le ~ Karna * n secon| 3 latitudinal 

• #r 

H si n y . R X Bhuja „ . 4 , , . 

triangle = ^ .. —-= H sin p Akshajya 


Karrja 
Koti 


or Palajya (15) Similarly ^ - in any triangle is equal 

Koti . . . . . , H oos a 

to the j^ arna in the second latitudinal triangle — — 


B X Koti 


so that g arna "" “ H cos y — lambajya (16). 


e. The arcs of H sin y and H cos <p are respec¬ 
tively the Akshams'as and lambams'as as they are called ie. 
latitude and colatitude. H sin <p and H cos <p are also 
obtainable thus *J B 2 — H sin 2 <p — H cos <p and H sin y — 


^B 3 -~H cos 2 y 


„ . H sin y X Koti 

Or again -- = cos y and 


H cos y X Bhuja . ^ w .. 

-= H sin y where the Bhuja and Koti 


may belong to any latitudinal triangle. 


Verse 20. Agrajya can be had by multiplying KrantijyS 
by Karna of any lat. triangle and divided by its Koti. 


Aarn« 

Also Sama-Sanku = 


X Krantijya and 


Sama-S'as ku X Karn a 
Koti 


= Taddhrti. 
* 


Comm. The first of these statements pertains to the 
similarity of the third triangles to the others. The second 
of the statements pertains to the similarity of the fifth 
latitudinal triangle to others whereas the third pertains to 
that between the fourth and the others. 
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Thus SamaS'anku or S.S, 


H sin g X R R sin l 
H sin cd sm <p 

H sin § 


R 


R sin g 


11, OIU ^ 

Taddhrti — sin 9 ? ^ H 00 s <p ~~ sin <p cos <p 


(18). 


Verse 21 . Taddhrti 


Karna X Agrajya 


Comm . This pertains to the similarity between the 
fourth latitudinal triangle and the others. 

Latter half of Verse 21 and first half of Verse 22 . 

Taddhrti X Koti Agrajya X Koti 


Sama - S'anku 
Sama-S'anku X Bhuja 


Karna 


Bhuja 


Comm, The first statement is made out of the 
similarity between the fourth lat. triangle and the others 
whereas the second statement and the third as well are 
made out of the similarity between the third and others. 

II half of Verse 22 . Sama - S'anku = Upper 
segment of Taddhrti X Karna 
Koti* 

Comm. The similarity is between the fifth triangle 
and others. 


Verse 23. Kujya = Krantijya X Bhuja/Koti 

Krantijya X Koti 


Upper segment of Taddhrti ; 

Kujya + Upper segment of Taddhrti. 


Bhuja 


and 


Comm. The first statement is through the similarity 
of the third triangle with others, whereas the second is 
through the similarity of the fifth with the others. The 
third statement is clear from Pig. 21. 
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Verse 24. 

Kama 


: second segment of 

. _ Krantijya X Koti 

Agrajya-g~ na ' = first segment of Agrajya 

and Agra = Sum of the two segments. 


Comm. The first statement is based on the similarity 
between the seventh triangle and others and the second on 
the similarity between the 6th and the others. 


Verse 25. 


First segment of Agra X Bhuja 
Koti 


= Un-mandala-S'ankn and ?- anti] ^ 5 X Bhn i a 

Kama 


= Un-mandala-S'ankn. 


Comm. Both the statements are based upon the 
similarity of the sixth triangle and others. Thus un- 

mandala s'anku = U.S. = — = 

R 

= R sin & sin <p. 

Verse 26. Firati segment of Agra X Koti 

Bhuja 

= Un-mandala-S'anku = Kujya X Koti/Kar^a. 


Comm . The first statement is based on the similarity 
of the sixth latitudinal triangle and others and second 
that between the seventh and others. 

Sama-s'anku — unmandala s'anku = upper segment of 
Sama-stenku. 

Verse 27. Agra X B haja = Kujya 

Kama 

Taddhrti — Kujya = upper segment of Taddbrti. 
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Comm, The first statement is based on the similarity 
between the third triangle and the others and the second 
statement is evident. 

Second half of verse 27. Other elements could be 
derived from what is already known and from what has 
been obtained. Also by alternando and invertendo we 
could pass from one element to the other and vice- 

versa. 

Verse 28. Karna = */Bhuja 2 Koti 
Bhuja = iV Karna 2 — Koti 2 
Koti = /s/Karna 9 - Bhuja 2 

Thus the third could be had from the other two in all 
the triangles. 

Verse, There are sixty-three ways of obtaining H sin <i 
and H sin d>. On account of hundreds of ways of 
obtaining Agrajya etc., there are an infinite number of 
ways of obtaining H cos d> etc. 

Comm. Under verse 23 Bhaskara says that there are 
98 ways of obtaining Taddhrti. Taking the third latitude 
triangle, H sin g conld be obtained in seven ways, from 
this H sin g, Kujya could be obtained in seven ways; 
hence, according to the principle of association namely 
that when one thing could be done in m ways and another 
in n ways, both the operations could be together performed 
in mn ways, so Kujya could be obtained in 7 X 7 — 49 
ways; similarly the upper segment of Taddhrti could be 
had in 49 ways ; so that adding the two Taddhrti could be 
obtained in 98 ways. 

Similarly suppose we have to find H sin g. H cos 
could be found in seven ways and from H cos H kin g 
could be found in seven ways. Thus H sin J) could be 
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found in 7 X 7 ways = 49 ways. From R, H sin <p could be 
found in seven ways by using similarity with the other 
seven latitudinal triangles except the second. Also 
obtaining H cos <p in seven ways and using the formula 

H sin (p = VR 3 — H cos 2 <p we have seven more ways. 
Thus in all there are 7X7+7 + 7 = 63 ways. Similarly 
H cos <p could be found in 63 ways. Extending this to 
Agrajya etc. which could be in as many or more ways 
themselves finding H sin <p therefrom means again finding 
it in 69 X 69 ways and so on. Since there is no end in 
counting all these ways, it is said that there are infinite 
ways to find it. The word * infinite ’ here connotes only a 
very large number of ways not exactly what we mean by 
the word ‘ infinity \ 

Verse 30. To find what is known as Kona-S'anku. 

r 

As a first approximation take 

Kona-S'anku = <s/R 2 — 2A a where A == Agrajya and Kona- 
S'anku means H cos z when the azimuth is equal to 45*. 

Then take Agrajya + the above Kona-S'anku X —- =S r anku- 

bhuja = b (say) then again Kona-S'anku = */R a — 2b 9 . 

* 

Then again take Agrajya + the above Kona-S'anku X 

as the new bhuja and proceeding thus by the method of 
successive approximations, we arrive at a oonstant value 
which gives the Kona-S'anku. 

Comm, Bhaskara gives later the method of obtaining 
H cos z ie. the S'anku pertaining to any zenith-distance*. 
So, he need not have given a separate treatment for this 
Kona-S'anku. But in as much as Brahmagupta and other 
previous writers gave it he has also given the same. He 
gives here the method of finding the Kona-S'anku by the 
method of successive approximations as given by Sfapati. 
32 
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We saw before that Agra = S'anku-tala + 
bhuja. So, in fche firsts place as a firsts approximation, 
Agra is taken as S'anku-bhuja. Since, when z = 45° the 
perpendiculars from the celestial body on the planes of 
the prime-vertical as well as meridian are equal, and since 
the perpendicular on the plane of the prime-vertioal is 
called S'anku-bhuja = b (say) 2h 3 = H sin 3 z. This is so 
because H sin 3 z = Sum of the squares of the perpendiculars 
on the planes of the meridian and prime-vertical. But 
H sin 3 z—R 3 —H oca 3 z. R 2 —26' 3 =H cos 2 z. So, taking 

Agra as the bhuja b as a first approximation, n/R 3 — 26® 
gives us H cos z. From this using formula III under 

latitudinal triangles namely H cos z X ~ = S'anku-tala, 

obtain the approximate S'anku-tala, from the approximate 
H cos z got above. Now using the formula Agra = 
S'anku-tala + S'anku-bhuja obtain S'anku-bhuja as Agra+ 

S'anku-tala, where the -f~ve sign is taken when the Sun 
has a southern declination, and the difference sign when 
the declination is north. Taking this S'anku-bhuja, b\ 
Kona-S'anku is now VR a — 26 /a . In the first place we 
took the Agra itself as the bhuja; but here we have a 
better approximation for the S'anku-bhuja. From this 
Kona-S'anku again, obtain a still better approximation for 
S'anku-bhuja and proceeding thus till a constant value is 
obtained, we have the required Koiia-S'anku. This is a 
beautiful example where the method of successive approxi¬ 
mation was used by the Hindu Astronomers to a good 
advantage. It will be noted here that the S'anku-tala is 
always treated as extending south ie. the S'anku-tala will be 
south of the S'anku since India’s latitudes are all north. 
Also it is said that when the Sun has southern declination, 
A + S = B and when northern A — S = B when A = 
S'anku-Agra or simply Agra (in contradistinction to 
Karnagra reduced to a circle of radius K the ohayakarija) 
S = S'anku-tala and B ■* S'anku-bhuja. This convention 
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of signs is to be correlated with the modern. We have 
from the formula derived out of PZS, A = S + B. 
According to modern convention when g is north, it will be 
taken to be positive and when a is to the north ’of the East 
point it also will be taken to be positive so that, (X) when 
g is north and a north, A = S+B ie. B—A—S; this accords 
with the Hindu convention namely ‘ 5 (2) when 

g is south and a south, — A = S — B so that B = A-f S; 
this also accords with the Hindu convention, namely 
(3) But, however, when g is north and a 
south ie. when the Sun having northern declination comes 
to the south of the prime-Vertical, A = S — B so that 
B = S — A. This accords with the Hindu convention 
if only we take B == | A—S | when g is north. 

Bhaskara makes two statements at the end of the 
commentary under this verse namely that when g is south 
and A > 2431, there will be no Kona-S'anku and that 
when g is north and s > 17" — 5"' there will be four 
Kona-S'ankus. We have to verify these statements. The 
first statement is evident because H sin (Agra) > H sin 45° 
ie. > 2431', no Kona-S'anku will be formed above the 
horizon because the diurnal path above the horizon will 
be to the south of the points K, K' on the horizon where 
EK = 45° and o>K' = 45° where E, « are the east and 
west points and K and K' respectively lie on the eastern 
and western horizons between E and S and w and S, S 
being the south point. Regarding the second statement, 
in order that there may be a Kona-S'anku in the north 

Aerajya > H sin 45 ie. > sin 45° ie. sin g > sin 45° 
8 iJ cos p 

cos 9 . Taking the max. value for g namely 24°, 

log sin 24° > log sin 45 + l°g cos V 9.6093 > 9.8495 -f* 

log'cos 9 ie. log cos 45 < 9.7598 p > 54° — 54' 

/. tan <p > 1.4229 s = 12 tan p > 17" - 4.5'" 

which is taken by Bhaskara as 17" - 5'". For a lesser 

value of g, a still greater value of p will be required 



_ cuo _ a/ Thus 

,. — on® 0 > 61 0 • 

„», b. «*"‘j vJ»i: •» •»“ i1 w 

Bhaekara gave the mmimu 

four Kona-S'ankus. 
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From fig. 41, it is clear that there are two Kona' 
S'ankus at S x and S 3 during the forenoon and similarly 
two at S/ and S</ in the afternoon where S/ and S 3 ' 
are the symmetrical points of 8 X and S 3 . From fig. 42, it 
is clear that if Agra < H sin 45° when ^ is south, there 
will be one Kona-S'anku in the forenoon at Sj and one in 
the afternoon at the symmetrical S/. 

Verses SI and 32. H cos z at noon known as 
Dinardha-S'anku. 

By ‘ northern hemisphere ’ it is meant that the Sun 
is in She northern hemisphere ie. his S'ayana longitude 
ie. modern longitude lies between 0° and 180°, and ‘ the 
southern hemisphere ’ means that the Sun’s longitude lies 
between 180° and 360°. The direction of g may be got 
from the above convention. The latitude and colatitude 
are always deemed as south and north respectively. 

The latitude and colatitude being ‘ added to subtracted 
from or being decreased by 9 as the case may be, the 
declination, we have the zenith-distance and the altitude 
of the celestial body at Noon. The zenith-distance and 
the altitude are mutually complements. 

Comm. In Hindu Astronomy the words ‘‘ 

“ ** are very often used to connote that the Sun is 

on the north or the south of the celestial equator respec-; 
tively, so that the declination could be automatically known 
to.be north or south respectively. Regarding the latitude, * 
the peculiarity in Hindu Astronomy is that what we call 
north latitude in modern astronomy is construed as south 
in as much as the celestial equator gets depressed south 
in northern latitudes. The colatitude SQ in fig. 41 on the 
other hand extends north from the south, so that, it is 
construed as north. 

The word ‘ Samskara ’ is used in Hindu Astronomy 
in the meaning given above in the translation. For 



example in the equation A = S + B, we say that the 
Bhuja is had by a Samskara between A and S. The 
meaning of Samskara given by Bhaskara is “ 
irafostteTO Latitude being regarded as southern, 

if the Sun’s declination is 12 ° north and the latitude 20 °, 
then as they are of opposite direotion, effecting the 
Samskara as directed 20 — 12 — 8 = zenith-distance 
(South) = Nata as it is called similarly 70 + 12 = 82 = 
Altitude = Unnata; here we have added because, both 
lamba and declination are north. Similarly when g = 24° 
north, and <p ~ 20 ° as before (south) 

24 — 20 = 4° — zenith-distance (north) = Nata 

70 4- 24 = 94 — unnata (north). But, we take 
180 - 94 * 86 °. 


In the above working in the first case we found 
<p — 8, whereas in the second we found & — <p. This 
difference in treatment is not taken objection to, since, 
the word Antara is used to take the positive value of the 
difference alone and so in the first instance the nata is 
pronounced as south, whereas in the second it is pro¬ 
nounced north. 

In modern astronomy, however, we have the formula 
z + S = v, considering z as positive if south, g and <p 
positive if north. Here 8 ° + 12 ° = 20° (first case cited 
above) and (— 4°) 4 - 24° — 20° ( 2 nd case, z being negative, 
for, it is north. In the Hindu symbolism we have to 
pronounce separately when z is south or north, whereas in 
modern symbolism the sign alone informs its direction. 
Similarly in the equation A = S + B, we have to pro- 
nounoe * north bhuja ' or * south bhuja ’ as the case may be, 
whereas having a convention that $ is + ve when north, 
and also the Hindu azimuth (measured from the East 
point) the sign of bhuja indicates its direction. In other 
words we differentiate the two cases A — S and S — A 
giving them signs and deducing the direction of the bhuja 
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from the sign itself without an appeal to a picture or 
without ascertaining whether the northern Agra prevails 
over the Southern S'anku-tala or the Southern S'anku-tala 
prevails over the northern Agra, Thus the Dinardha 
S'anku in symbolism = H cos ( 9 ? + d) (20). 


Verse 38. Here at noon, Drg-jya is the H sine of 
nata and the S'anku is H sine of unnata. 

Second half of 88 and first half of Verse 34. 


The product of B and the unmandala-S'anku divided 
by Charajya is called Yasti. The Yasti increased by 
Un-mandala-S'anku gives H cos z according as the Sun is 
north or south of the equator. 

Comm . Unmandala-S'anku is H cos z when the Sun 
is on the unmandala. From the sixth latitudinal triangle, 
wherein Unmandala-S'anku is Bhuja and Krantijya 
Karpa, so by comparing with the second latitudinal 
triangle (or rather operating with the second triangle to 
signify the Hindu method). 

Krantijya X Jghuja _ Unmandala-S'anku 
Karna 

= EC sin 8 X H sin 93 (already 


We saw before Charajya = R tan <p tan 

. 3 . R X H sin f H sin 8 

directed in the verse . . 

R X R tan <p tan 8 


H cos <p H cos g 
R 


( 21 ). 


8 * Hence as 
= Yasti 

9 


. rr f l-k t \ H COS 93 H COS 8 _l 

.*. H cos z (at Noon) =-^-- ± 

JbC 

5 sin 9 H sin S according as the Sun is on the north or 
R 

south of the equator. 
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Hence H cos z (at Noon) = Nafcajya 

H cos fp H cos 8 + Hsin y H sin Jjj 0!c j n modern 

R 

symbolism cos (p + 8) already derived under (20), 


We shall now show how the formulation is done by 
the simple rule of three (Ref. fig. 89). If a parallel 
through o,d is drawn to cut Aa at then Aa x is called the 
Yasti, which is vertical. The triangles A oa t and D o,d 


are similar so that 


A&i 

A o 


Bd 

Bo, 



DD X Ao 
Be, 


But — =* — for. all the lines of the diurnal 
Do* Charajya 

circle and the equator stand in the ratio 
Hops 8 _ Ao __ Do* _ Kujya . Ao_ __ R 

R R Charajya Charajya * * Do* Charajya 


Adj — 

formulated. 


Unmandala S'anku X R 
Charajya 


= Yasti as 
* 


Now Dinardha S'anku = A a = Aai a 1 a — Aa l + Bd 
= Yasti + Unmandala S'anku. It is evident from fig. 21 
why in the northern sphere the sum is to be taken 
whereas in the southern, the difference is to be taken. 

Latter half of verse 84. Definition of Hrti and 
Antya. 

The sum or difference of Dyujya and Kujya will be 
similarly Hrti, whereas the sum or difference of Charajya 
and radius will be Antya. 

' i 

Comm. We defined formerly Hrti and Antya 
our commentary on the latitudinal triangles. From fig. £ 
Hyti ~ OiA — 0,0 + oA = o*D -f- oA = Kujya -j~ H cos 
(Dyujya) (22). 
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In the parallel great oircle, the Equator we have 
therefore Antya = Charajya -f- R (already derived). 


Verse 35. Antya = 5*1 x B = grtixCba_ 

3 H cos 8 Kujya 

. _ Antya X H cos g _ Antya X Kujya u L , . 

.. Hrti =- - -=--r ~ by what is 

R Charajya 

called Ghina-coheda'Yiparyaya ie. alternando. 


Comm. Evident. 


Verse 36. To obtain Dinardha-S'anku from Antya 
and Hrti 

Antya X un-mandala S'anku __ Hrti X 12 _ 

Charajya K 

S'anku. 


Comm . The second formula is derived from the 
similarity of A A Oia (fig.) with the first latitudinal triangle. 
From the similarity of A ao it Ddo 4 fig. 39, 

. m A a . A Hrti X unmandala-S'anku 

* Dd Kujya 


But A a — Dinardha-S'anku 
/. Dinardha S'anku = ^ 

mandala-S'anku.) 


Kujya 


(U. S. 


Un- 


But 


Kujya 


Charajya 


D.S. (Dinardha-S'anku) = X U.S. 

i X 12 


Verse 37. Meridian Zenith distance. 

_ 4- Hrti X bhuja of a lat. triangle 
g ra ~ Karna of a lat. triangle 

where z is the meridian zenith distance, 

33 
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Comm, This formula is a special case of the formula 
A = 8 *f B since feh© H sine of the meridian zenith 
distance is the S'anku-Bhuja at noon. From fig. 39 
Hrti X bhuja of a latitudinal triangle _ q ^ _ j)i n g r ^j ia 
Karna of a latitudinal triangle 
S'ankutala. 


The operation of sign has been already explained. 
Verse 38. An alternative method. 


The meridian zenith distance of the Sun can be had 

also by the formula (Hrti + Taddhrti) —where 

K.L # T. 

B.L.T. and K.L.T, are the bhuja and karpa of any 
latitudinal triangle. 

Comm. (Ref. figures 43 and 21). Let E, be the 
centre of the armillary sphere so that QEiR is the 
diameter of the celestial equator which is on the median 
plane. Let Si F a S be the diameter of the diurnal circle 
of the Sun, which is also on the meridian plane so that 
Si Fi is the Taddhrti, Si S is the Hrti and S the position 
of the Sun on the meridian. 

H sin z = SM « SFi sin F, = SFj sin <£ = 
(Hrti - Taddhrti) x g where s/K can bo replaced by 
B 3 j T 

(s=equinoctical shadow and h the Visuvat-Karna), 


In the Southern sphere, H sin z = S'N = S'F/ sin <£ 

= (S'Sj, + S 3 F/) sin d) — (Hrti -f Taddhrti) X -1. 

h 

Verse 39. Still another way of obtaining the m. z. d. 
(meridian-zenith-distance). 

/ 

R - H versin (altitude) = H sin z 
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Fig. 43 

This formula gives not only the meridian zenith 
distance but H sine of the zenith-distances of the Sun 
when he is on the Kona-Vrtta or prime-vertical or 
unmandala. 

Comm. From fig. ^3, H sin z = SM = 
sh = R - H versinc (S s) = B - H versine (altitude) as 
given. Since R H versine (altitude) = R — {R — 
H cos (90 — z)} = R — (R — R sin z) = H sin z, so this 
formula applies wherever the Sun be. This is almost 
begging the question as H sine of z is being sought 
through H versine of (90 — z). 
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j First half of the verse 40. To obtain fehe shadow S 
and K the Chayakarrta of any. shadow 

HrinsX12 ==Sand RX12.K. 

H C08 Z H COB z 


Comm . (Ref. fig. 44). 

12 . H sin z , ~ . < 

t-L. -- — 12 tan z = i 

H oos z 

.. ii.i. 12 R t t 


Also 


cos z 


H cos z 

R 


so that 


H cos z 


The Hindu method of looking at this through the 
similarity of aS OM © and Ogn the gnomonic triangle, 
is as fellows, ©M is called Maha-S'anku ie. H cos z; ©L 
is Drkjya or 

H sin z = OM. =-- 2 ~ = = 8 so that S = 

H cos z H sm z 

12 H sin z/H cos z. Also, 

_ 12 _ . K = 12 . jr _ 12 R 

0 © H cos z 1 ’ R H cos z H cos z ' 

It will be noted that fig. 44 pertains to any vertical plane. 


Second half of Verse 40. The Dinardha-Kama is 

equal to - ft--j where h is the Visuvat-Karna. 

Hrti 

Comm, The formula is derived through twice apply¬ 
ing the rule of three or what is the same, through the 
similarities of two sets of triangles 

q n QjA Hrti _ h , \ 


From fig. 39, 


Dinardha-S'anku 


where K is the required Chayakarria. 
Dividing (a) by (b) 

T2 12 K ** ~ ~ Hrti 



Fig. 44 


Verse 41. Alternate method of obtaining K 

101530/H sin X — para (say) where X is the Sayana 

longitude of the Sun ; then, = K where K is 

s 

un-mandala-Karna 

First half of Verse 42. To obtain K when the Sun is 
on the prime-vertical—■ Para X s/Jc — Samavrttakarna. 

Comm, From fig. 19, from the similarity of triangles 


CA 


i~i- . Hsin X H Bin *> < \ 

H sin $ -g- l a J 

Then oonsider the similarity of the first and the sixth 
latitudinal triangles ; then-KrantijyS- h 


latitudinal triangles; then 


where s is the equinoctial shadow and h the Visuvat- 
Karjia. Again taking that 0 the Sun lies on the unman- 
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j , . « ia H cos z R Unmandala S'anku , x 

dala in figure 44, = K = - — - (c) 

Eliminating Krantijya and Dnmandala S'anku from 

, , „ . . . . Unmandala S'anku s 

(a), (b) and (o) " 1c 


12 R / H sin X ix 


12 R 2 X l 


Here 


KH sin X H sin <u 
12R 2 _ 12 X 3438 s 


H sin 03 


1397 


= 101531 ; but Bhaskara has taken 101530 taking a 

. 101530 

more correct value of R. Then — is symbolized as 

-fcL sia x 

Jc 

para so that para X — = K=Unmandala Karna. Regard¬ 
ing the Samavrbtakarna, in the place of (b) above we have 
Sama-Sanku Jc ^ g i m ii ar ifjy between the 

uraumjj'a. v ' 

first and the fifth latitudinal triangles. Equation (c) 
holds good with respect to any H cos z and the corres¬ 
ponding K since 12 R = K X S'anku and 12 R is a cons- 

_ T ,, ,, ( R Sama-S'anku ,,\ 

tant. Noting therefore , =- — - (c j 

eliminating Krantijya and Sama-S'ankn among (a), (b'), 
(cOj we shall have 

in x>a s q 

K - — :- =r—. - = para X ^ as stated. 

It H sm X H sin o> r It 


Second half of Verse 42. To obtain the Dinardha- 
karna from the Unmandalakarpa. 


Antya 


Charajya 


Dinardhakarna. 


Comm. We have equation (c) above stating 
12 R =s K X S'anku. (c) But 
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IstaSWu = 008 o = constant 
Ista Hriti 

m 

Sama-S'anku = Un mandala S'anku 
Taddhrti Kujya 

Again by virtue of the proportionality of 

Ista Hrti _ Hrti __ Kujya ( ^ 
Jstantya Antya Oharajya 1 

Ishta-S'anku _ Dinardha S'anku 


Dinardha S'anku 
Hrti 


We nave 


Ishtantya 


Antya 


S'anku 


Oharajya 

Ista Karna X Istantya = Dinardha Karna X Antya 
= Unmandala Karna X Oharajya (f) (25) 

Unmandala Karna X Oharajya 


Dinardha Karna 
as stated in the verse. 


Antya 


Verse 43. 


Unmandala Karna X Ksitijya 


Hrti 


Sam a Vrtta Karna X Ts 
“ Hrti 


Comm. From (c) and (d) above Dinardha Karna X 
Hrti == Sama Karna X Taddhrti = Unmandala Karna X 
Kujya (g). Khitijya is the same as Kujya. 

From this the statement follows : 


Verse 44. The ancient Acharyas found the gnomonic 
shadows when the Sun is on the meridian, prime-vertical 
and the Kona-Vrtta (ie, Vertical when the northern or 
southern Hindu* azimuths are 45°) by different methods. 
I consider him to be the very Sun illuminating the lotus- 
faces of aitronomers, if anybody could give a method to 
find the shadow in any required direction, which holds 
good in all cases universally. 
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Comm. Evident. 

Verse 45. Definition of Dikjya H sin (azimuth). The 
angle between any vertical and the Prime*Vertical 
measured on the horizon is what is called Digamsa and its 
H sine is known as Dik-jya either in the Eastern hemi¬ 
sphere or the Western. 

Comm. In modern astronomy azimuth is measured 
along the horizon from the north point towards the east 
point round the horizon. In Hindu Astronomy however, 
the azimuth is measured from the East point on either 
side and from the West point also on either side specifying 
whether it is north or south. 

Verse 46 and first half of 47. To obtain the 
gnomonio shadow in any arbitrary direction. 

r> 

Assume -=—*— as the equinoctial shadow and 
H sm a 

obtain the H sine of the corresponding latitude L. Then 
the product of that H sin L and H sin 8 divided by 
H sin will give H sin D where D is a hypothetical decli¬ 
nation. With the new L and this D, as the hypothetical 
latitude and declination, obtain the meridian zenith 
distance by the formula Z ~j~ D = <4, and through this 
m.s d. obtain the shadow, which will be the shadow in the 

required direction namely 12 tan + D). 


Comm. Let gL be the gnomonio shadow on the 
equinoctial day in a given direction given by a 0 
Digamsa (the Hindu azimuth) and let gN be the shadow in 
the same direction on any day. (fig. 45) We know that the 
extremity of the gnomonic shadow on the equinoctial day 
traces a straight line parallel to the East-West line E<»> 
at a distance of the equinoctial shadow s because the 
Equatorial plane passing through the foot of the gnomon 
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and that passing through the top of the gnomon being 
parallel planes cut the horizontal plane in parallel straight 
lines. (This will be also proved analytically subsequently). 

Hence LM = s. Now from the’figure 

LM __ AB _ H sin a T H sin a 
gh gA ~ 9 ' Bs 1 

This gh is spoken of ns Ista-Drikmandala palabha 
because it is the shadow on the equinoctial day in 
any vertical. LN is the increment in the shadow on 
account of declination and we have to compute this and 
correlate gh and LN. For this refer to figs. 46 and 47. 
In fig. 46, QRT is the equator, so that when the Sun is on 
the equator on the equinoctial day in the direction given 
by ZS, ZT is the zenith-distance. Let ZS be the zenith- 
distance of the Sun in the same direction on any day. 
From the analogy of finding H sin 8 from H sin X, from 
this figure 
34 
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r-i . H sin ST X H sin T T t t 

H Bin SR = —— ——- II and 

Xw 

tt • <h H sin ZT X H sin T TTT . 

H sin y =- 5 - HI so that; 

R 

IB _ H sin ST . tt • q T „ H sin SR 
HsinZT H sin 

Noting that SR = § and patting ST = D 

H sin D = ? sl - ° § X H sin ZT. 

H sin 0 




The same formulae are derivable from fig. 47 also; only 
in fig. 46 while there is a decrement in the shadow of the 
day as compared with the shadow on the equinoctial day, 
in fig. 47, there is an increment. This is seen from the 
decrease and increase of ST in the zenith-distance ZT of 
the equinoctial day in the given direction. Now corre¬ 
lating fig. 45 with figures 48 and 47, the shadow gh 
pertains to the zenith-distance ZT on the equinoctial day 
whereas the shadows gN pertains to the zenith-distance on 
the day concerned in the same direction. We have. 


Q 

O 


H sin z 


so that 


RS 

JW 4 - 8 * 


H sin z where 


S is the shadow at any instant when the zenith-distance 
js z. The process indicated by saying * Obtain H sin f 
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construing 


B 8 


as the equinoctial shadow * means 


H sin a 

computing H sin ZT and there from ZT from the shadow 
gh of fig. 45. Then the process indicated by saying 

“Obtain H sin D — ^ -- - a jp: ~ ^ s * n § and therefrom 

H sm y> 

D” means computing ST. 


Then clearly ZS = ZT + ST, ie. the required zenith- 
distance is got by what is technically called Samskara 
between ZT and ST as is stipulated between 9 and to 
obtain Z from the formula Z -1- S = 9 (Tba word 
Samskara was defined as meaning addition when the 
directions are the same and difference when they are 
opposite). Then the gnomonic shadow is got from this 

zenith-distance using the formula S = — - s -- n - 

H cos z 


Thus the procedure adopted by Bhaskara was con¬ 
ceived by him first having Fig. 45 before him and then 
using figures 46 and 47. In this particular process, 
H sin a is given and H sin $ also, which means that it 
is sought to find the shadow on a given day in a given 
direction. 


Incidentally we shall find the locus of the extremity 
of the gnomonic shadow during the course of a day. Let 
in fig. 48 g represent the gnomon’s foot, and 8 the shadow 
whose extremity is r p. Kequired to find the locus of p. 
Take the gnomon to be of unit length so that the length of 
the shadow S — 12 tan z becomes tan z here. Taka E<u 
and s?i the east west line and the north-south as the 
axes. Then we have 

x * 4- y* — tan' 2 £ (1). But we have from the triangle 
PZS Bin B — sin 9 cos z + cos 9 sin z sin a 

ie, — — s» tan 9 + tan z sin a = tan 9 4 - y (2) 
COS 9 COS z 

ie, - y + tan 9 when A = . 

A sm 
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But S6C z — ijl tan 2 z — a? -\- y“ 1 


n/^ 2 y z "hi 

A 


y + tan f 


which reduces to 


® 3 + ?/ 2 (1 - A 2 ) - 2A 2 y tan f ~h 1 - A 2 tan 2 f = o (8) 
From this it is evident that the loons is an ellipse or 
parabola or hyperbola according as A — 1; also it will 

be seen that the eccentricity is A. The locus is wrongly 
stated to be always a hyperbola in soma text books. For 
it to be an ellipse A < 1 ie. cos f < sin ^ ie. g > 90 — 9 
ie. 9 "h B > 90. In such latitudes and under such decli¬ 
nations, it will be an ellipse ie. at a place just north of 
the place where the perpetual day just begins the locus will 
be an ellipse. Hence in the arctic region it will be always 
an ellipse; and in the place just at which the perpetual 
day begins it will be a parabola and in the lower latitudes 
it will be a hyperbola, ie. it will be a parabola where the 
latitude f is given by 90 — g. 


When f — 90°, A = ~ o provided 9* o. If, 

however* in addition $ = o, A becomes indeterminate, but 
we may note then, that the Sun will be circling round the 
horizon on that equinoctial day at the north pole. We 
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may further note that at the north pole, the altitude of 
the Sun is always g so that the length of the shadow cast is 
always equal to cot g and this will be infinite when g = o. 

If now 9 — 90°, and g ^ o, though A — ~ s -ft be 

sin g 


comes zero, A tan 9 will not be zero because A tan 9 
cos 9 X tan ? - 8in ' 1 


sin g 


sin g sin g 


(.*. 9 = 90°). On the 


other hand A 3 tan <p = 
A = o. Thus the term 


A X A tan <p 


= 0 because 


sin g 

containing y in eqn. (8) vanishes. 


The equation reduces to 

a? + y 2 = A 3 tan 3 9 — 1 == cosec 2 g — 1 = cot 2 g (ie. +ve) 
ie. at the north pole the locus will be a circle with radius 
cotg. When , 

J— qfl —L 1 

A = ® the locus -- -M- -= y -f tan 9 becomes 

A 

y — — tan 9 which means that the hyperbola degenerates 
into the straight line which is parallel to the east-west 
line and is in the north at a distance of tan 9 i 0 * s, the 
equinoctial shadow since the length of the gnomon 
is taken to be unity. In particular when A tan 9 — 1 ie. 
p — g, the constant in (8) is zero, so that the locus 
passes through the foot of the gnomon as is also evident 
from the fact that the Sun passes through the zenith. 


Taking a northern latitude say 17°, the loci of the 
extremity of the shadow are shown in fig. 48A (page 270) 
on important days when g=a>, when g = o, when g = — ca, 
when g= 9 >. The maximum mid-day shadow is 
tan (<p + to), when g =» — w taking the gnomon’s length 
to be unity; this shadow is cast north of the gnomon along 
the south-north line through the gnomon, on Dee. 23rd of 
the year. The minimum length of the mid-day shadow 
occurs when g = 9> t the shadow being zero and being at the 
foot of the gnomon, the Sun being then just overhead. The 
maximum shadow cast south of the gnomon at mid-day 
is tan (<w — ??), 
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Fig. 48A Showing the iocus of the extremity of the shadow on different 

days at a latitude of 17° 

Note. OA, OB are the shadows computed by Bbaskara when the Sun is on 
the prime-vertical. 

In the method of finding the shadow under verse 46, 
we perceive Bhaskara’s genius in (1) looking upon the 
shadow as being made up of two segments namely that due 
to <p and that due to the declination (2) in conceiving 
what he calls Ista-drik-mandala palabha, and Ista-drik- 
mandala Kranti and (3) in deriving the equation 

-rj. . -p. H sin ZT X H sin £ 

H sin 13 — — —; - 

H sm <p 

Latter half of verse 47 a?id verse 48. Something 
to be noted. 

In computing the shadow in a given direction, there 
may be two shadows at times in the northern hemi¬ 
sphere. When H sin a < Agra and there will be none in 
the southern. To compute the second shadow we have to 
take 180 — L also as the latitude where h is the latitude 
computed, and proceed in the same way as we have done 
before. 



m 





Comm . This too exhibits Bhaskara’s genius. (Ref. 
fig. 49). Let MQR a be the equator whose pole is p. Let 
Tj Si Z 8 a T 9 be the circle of azimuth a (Hindu azimuth). 
Let SSj S 3 be the diurnal circle of the Sun cutting the 
above circle of azimuth at S a and S 2 , so that ZS a and ZS 2 
are the two solutions giving the two zenith-distances 
which give two shadows in the given direction. H sin MS 

/s. y\ 

= Agra ; evidently MZS > MZS a ie. H sin a < Agra as 
stipulated. ZT X and ZT 3 give the zenith-distances in the 
given direction when the Sun is on the equator. S a T a 
and S 3 T 3 are the decrements in the zenith-distances on 

account of declination g (== S 2 R a or S a If MZSj were 

A 

greater than MZS ie* if H sin a > Agra, we would have 
lost the position S a ie. we would have had only one shadow 



in the afternoon in the given direction and no shadow in 
the morning. 

Analytically, the event of having two shadows arises 
on aocount of the following circumstance. When we are 

T> A ^ 

asked to find Istaksajya from fehe shadow m the 

given direction on the equinoctial day (Kef. gJj fig. 45) 
the L for this given value of the shadow is given by 

Rs 

H L = where S = —-. We know 

sin 0 = a has two solutions, Oi and 180 - Or Hence L 
will have two values L* and 180 - L x . So, Bhaskara has 
asked us to compute D x and D 2 from L x and L a and thus 
have the two solutions. 
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Note (1) When Bhaskara said ‘If H sin a < Agra" 
he had in mind evidently the azimuth circle MZN which 
cuts the diurnal path A Q 1 R x at 8, and S 3 . At S, the 
azimuth EZM <C EZA so that he stipulated that H sin a 
should be less than the Agra. But, let the diurnal path of 
the Sun be Q a R a where Q 2 falls in between z and p, In 
such a case we know that the azimuth does not take all 
values but has a maximum where the vertical touches the 
diurnal path at T. From PTZ where T is a right angle, 
taking PZT = 90 — a, a being the Hindu azimuth we have 
by Napier’s rule sin PT = sin ZP sin (90 — a) or 

sin (90—8) = sin (90—P) sin 90— a or cos g —cos 9 cos a. 
If a has a lesser value than is given by this equation, 
the diurnal path does not cut the azimuth circle 

ie. if cos a > - °— there will be no shadow in the given 
cos <p & 

direction even though the situation satisfies Bhaskara’s 

condition namely H sin a should be less than Agra. 

Bhuskara has overlooked this case. This may be seen 

analytically also as follows. We have from the spherical 

triangle PZS, sin g = sin 9 cos z + cos 9 sin z sin a 

= A cos z + B sin z (say). We know, the maximum 

value of A cos z + B sin z is */A 2 + B 2 which is here 

/s/sin 2 9 + cos 2 9 sin 2 a = */sin 2 V -j- cos 2 9 — cos 3 9 cos 2 a 

— J] — cos 2 9 cos 2 a. Thus there will be no solution for 
z if the quantity on the left hand side namely 

sin g > the above max. value ie. if 
sin g > Jl — cos 2 <p cos 2 a ie. if sin 2 g>l—cosV cob 2 a 
ie. if cos 2 g > cos 2 <p cos 2 a ie. if cos g > cos <p cos a 
ie. if cos a > cos g/cos <p as derived above. 

Hence even if H sin a > Agra, there need not be a 
shadow at all in the given direction. In other words when 
the Hindu azimuth given is very small and when the decli¬ 
nation is too great north or south, there may not be a 
35 
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shadow in the given direction. Bhaskara gives an example 
where he gets two shadows on a day taking the moments 
when the Sun is on the prime-vertical. In fact having 
this case of the East-West shadows alone, he conceived 
that two shadows could be had in a given direction under 
particular conditions. 

He chooses a place of § = ie. a place of latitude 
22° — 37' (Bhaskara often gives this latitude which night 
indicate that he was probably residing in that latitude 
which passes through approximately Itarsi). He takes a 
day when the Sun’s declination is given by H sin 8 = 780 
ie. g = 13° — 7'. Then the Sama-S'anku is given by 

(comparing the second and the fifth latitudinal 

sin <p 
triangles 

Sama-S'anku __ Krantijya __ H sin 8 
R H sin p H sin <p 

Sama-S'anku = BH sin 8 = J 

H sin (p sin (p 

_ 3438 X 780 _ 9nciR ap p roximati6ly- j 


Also Agra = — 8 * n - = 845. 

COS <p 


Knowing the Sama-S'anku, the East-West shadow may 
be taken to be determined. Now Bhaskara proceeds to show 
that at the time of having the second shadow also, in the 
same East-West direction, the S'aaku will be the same 
Sama-S'anku itself. Eor this, proceeding according to the 

method indicated in the verse, “ Taking - ft-.to be the 

H sin a 

equinoctial shadow etc. " we have , t 


R s 


3438 X 5 


= what is called Kha-hara Rasd. 


Hsina 


o 
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Taking this to be the equinoctial shadow 

Pc. 

H sin L = = R itself (Dealing this way 


with Kha-hara Rasds is prohibited in modern mathematics 
but Bhaskara adds at the end of the commentary that 
dealing with them cautiously does not effect computations 
which is of course true, for when the equinoctial shadow is 
infinity <p = 90° so that H sin <p = R as got). Hence 
L = 90° and 180° — 90° = 90° = L'. Then H sin D = 


R X 780 
1322 - 18 


= same as Sama-S'anku obtained in I = H cos z 


bo that D — 90 — z. Now from the equation z + & = <p, 
z==f3 _£ = X/-D = 90° — (90 — z) where z is the 
zenith-distance when the Sun is on the prime-vertical. 


The zenith-distance is again the same z. In other 
words, the second zenith-distance is also that when the 
Sun is on the prime-vertical. Bhaskara has given this 
example just to obtain the second Bhadow as well and he 
has chosen the event of the Sun being on the prime- 
vertical to show that the procedure indicated by him may 
be verified to hold good. 

Verses 49, 60. Alternate method to find the shadow. 

Let R 3 s 3 -f H sin 3 a X 12 3 = pratbama where s = 
equinoctial shadow and a the Hindu azimuth. Let Anya 
= RsA where A is the Agra. Divide the pratbama and 
Anya by (H sin 3 a - A 3 ) and still call them prathama and 
Anya. Then 

K = VAdya + Anva 3 ± Anya where K is the Chaya- 


Comm. Let K be the required Chaya-Karoa. 

Then Karnagra = = $ + & where b is the bhuja. 

Jtl 
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= M _ s. But ? B ,‘ n a = 1 where S is the 
B bo 

shadow so that 

S - &R _/KA_ \ 

H sin a \ R /Hsi na 

R (KA — sR) = RH sin a n/K 2 — 12 a 

ie. R 2 (K 2 A 2 + s 2 R 2 - 2 AsRK - H sin 2 a (K 2 - 12 2 ) 

/. K 2 (A 2 - H sin 2 a) - 2 AsRK = - s 2 R 2 - 12 a H sin 2 a 

/. K 2 (H sin 2 a — A 3 ) + 2 AsRK = 12 2 H sin 2 a -f s 2 R 2 I 


This quadratic is of the form <zsc 2 4“ 2 bx = c 

7 < > X 

ie. a 2 + 2 —. a; = cfa II Here — is called Adya and - Anya. 
" a cl 

b 

The solution of the above equation is given by x --+ 

a 

t+cla 


ie. — Anya + VAnya 2 + Adya. Ill 
KA 

When b — — + s, putting — s in the place of s in I, 
R 


K = Anya + VAnya 2 + Adya IV 


Out of the four solutions given by III and IV we have 
taking the positive solutions 

K = VAnya 2 + Adya + Anya as stated. 


Verse 51. If H sin a < A, then in the northern 
hemisphere ie. where g is north, 

± VArnya 2 —Adya + Anya = K. 


Comm. We have initially put Anya = H sin 3 a — A 3 . 
If H sin a < A, them to ! avoid a negative value for the 
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Anya, we could put; Anya = A 2 - H sin 2 a. As a matter 
of fact in verse 50 r we are asked to take H sin 3 ~ A 3 , 
as Bhaskara wanted that the second case also be included. 

Thus putting Anya=A 2 -H sin 2 a , equation I becomes 
K a (A 3 H sin 2 a) — 2 AsRK = — (Adya) so that 
K = Anya + ^Anya 2 — Adya as given. 

Verse 52. The Bhuja is to be obtained through 
Karnagra from the equation a = b + a (already proved) 

and ^ = H sin a {ie. S — — as already proved}. 

S H sm a 

This H sin a will be the same in the oase of obtaining 
two values of K ie. two shadows one in the morning and 
the other in the afternoon, (the only difference heing that 
they will be on alternate sides of the East-West line). 

Verses 53 and 54. Obtaining the shadow when time 
is given. 

In the two previous examples the magnitude of the 
shadow was obtained in a given direction ; now we shall 
obtain the same when time is given. The word unnata 
stands for the time that has elapsed after Sun-rise or that 
which is the balance of the day time. The unnata sub¬ 
tracted from half-the-day gives what is called Nata. 

The H sine of the unnata minus Ohara or increased 
by the Ohara according as the Sun’s declination is north 
or south, is called Sutra ; this multiplied by the H cos ft 
and divided by the radius, is called Kaia. 

Comm. (Ref fig. 51) The time measured by the arc 
MN, that is the time in between the moment when the Sun 
S is on the horizon and the moment when he is at L is 
. called the unnata ie. the time measured after rising and 
, the time measured by the arc HQ ie. the time in 
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Fig. 51 

the moments when the Sun is at L and when he reaches 
tba meridian, is called Nata. In modem astronomy this 
Nata is known as the hour angle Ti and unnata = H — h 
where H is the rising hour angle. The time measured by 
the arc ME is called Chara. Thus unnata-chara = EN 
and H sin EN H sin (90 — h) = H cos h is called Sutra 
which is BN shown in fig. 52 representing the Equator. 
The corresponding line bn in fig. 53 which represents the 
diurnal circle, is known as Kala. Thus Sutra=H cos h (26) 

and Kals = H °° st X H cos g ^ 

B 


When the Sun is in the Southern hemisphere, unnata 
is measured by the arc SL or MN ie. (H — h) where H is 
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the rising hour angle and h = LPQ and Chara by the arc 
EM and Sutra = H sin (MN + EM) - H sin (unnata + 
chara) = H sin BN = H sin (90 - h) = H cos h. 


Verse 55. Sutra multiplied by Kujya and divided by 
Charajya Will be also Kata and Kala multiplied by the Koti 
and divided by the Karna of any latitudinal triangle will 
be Isfca yasti. 


Comm. In as much as Kala is the corresponding line 
in the diurnal circle to the Sutra in the plane of the 
celestial equator 

Sutra __ R _Charajya . Sutra X Kujya __ j£ a p^ 

KalT “ H cos 8 ~ Kujya *' Charajya 

In verse 88, we saw that 

Dinardba S’anku — Unmandala S^anku = Yasti. 
This Ista-yaati will be therefore the perpendicular dropped 
from n, the Sun’s position in the ditirna! circle on the 
plane parallel to the horizon and passing through the 
head of the Unmandala S'anku ie. passing through B and 
parallel to the horizon in fig. 21. Since the angle between 
the diurnal plane and the vertical plane of the yasti is 
equal to f the latitude, the Istayasti forms a latitudinal 
triangle wit h the K ala, it being the Koti or side opposite 
to the angle 90 — f and the Kala being the hypoten use, 
Yasti __ Qos q __ Koti of a latitudinal tri angle 
Kala Karna of a latitudinal triangle 


Istayasti = Kala X 


Koti of a latitudi nal triangle 
Karna 


When the Sun is on the meridian, Istayasti becomes yasti 


of verse 33. 


The formula for Istayasti is therefore 
Kala X H cos <p _ H cos ^ H cos h v H cos <p 
R R R 

from formula (27) 


H cos <p H cos $ H cos h 
R a 


27 ' 
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First half of verse 56. The Unmandala S'anku 
multiplied by the Sfitra and divided by Charajya is also 
Isfcayasfei. 

Comm. The Unmandala S'anku and Isfcayasfei are 
the lines in vertical planes corresponding fco Charajya and 
Ssfcra in the Equatorial plane. Hence the proportion. It 
will be noted that the Unmandala S'anku and Isfcayasfei 
are not in the same vertical plane but parallel vertical 
planes. None the less the proportionality holds good. 

Latter half of verse 56 and first half of verse 67. 

The Sutra increased or decreased by the Charajya 
according as the Sun is in the northern or southern hemi¬ 
sphere is what is known as Istantya; similarly the Kala 
increased or decreased by Kujya is what is known as Isfca- 
Hrfci. 

Comm. In fig. 52, Istantya = AN = AB + BN = 
ME + BN = Charajya + Sutra. Similarly in fig. 58, 
1st a Hrfei == an = ab -f- bn = sg -f • bn = Kujya -f- Kala. 

.'. Istantya = H cos h 4- R tan $ fcan <p = 

B (sin £ Bia ^-+ ° 03 ? C0B i 006 hh Q modern terms (28) 

COS <p COS £ 

' Latter half of verse 57. Similarly Isfcayashfei 
increased or decreased by the Unmandala S'anku is Isfea 
S'anku or H cos z. 

Comm . Let in fig. 54 which represents the plane of 
the prime-vertical AA', EW, BB', FF', qq' represent the 
lines of intersection of this plane with planes parallel to 
the horizon and passing through A, B, F, q of fig. 21. Then 
Oa = Unmand a-S'anku, OB = Sanaa S'anku, Or = 
Binardha S'anku. If xx' be the line of intersection of this 
plane of fche prime-vertical with a plane passing through 
an^ arbitrary position of the Sun in fche diurnal circle and 
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parallel to the horizon, then Ox = Ista-S'anku » Oa + 
ax — Un-mandala S'anku -j- Ista yasti. ar — yasti. 

In the Southern hemisphere Oa, the Unmandala 
S'anku will be below the horizon so that Istayasti 
decreased by the Unmandala S'anku will be Ista-S'anku. 

Thus we have the method of obtaining the Ishta- 
S'anku from the Unnata Kala as detailed above. We shall 
see what this process means in modern terms. 

Unnatakala-Charakala = ©PA — APE (Fig. 21) = 

©PE where e is the foot of the declination circle of the 
Sun e in any arbitrary position in his diurnal path. But 

©PE = QPE — QP© = 90 -h where % is the hour an 
Sun. Thus Sutra = H sin (90 -h) =* H 
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Kala = H ° 08 ^ X H oos g n 

R 

Ista-yasti = H cos h X H cos ft v/ H cos <p TTX 

* " * -TD- ^ B- Ali 

JQ> JQi 


Now Unmandala-S'anku is derivable from the sixth 
latitudinal triangle in which Krantijya is the Kama and 
Unmandala-S'anku is the Bhuja. Comparing it with the 

second latitudinal triangle = ■ _P : — where 

R Hsmf) 

U. S. is Unmandala-S'anku. 

• XJ S = Krantijya X H sin < p __ H sin <p H sin $ jy 

Ista-S'anku as per the above formulation is given by 
Ista-S'anku (I. S.) = 

H sin S H sin g i H cos <p H cos g H cos h __ -r 
R ‘ t ’ R* 



? 


(Ref. fig. 55) Fig. 55 Formulae for 

Z = zenith; P — celestial pole. S = celestial body, say, 
the Sun. 

= zenith-distance of the celestial body S. 
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PZ — colatitude; PS = north-polar-distance or co-decli¬ 
nation. 

n is called the parallactic angle; h = hour-angle of S. 

(90 — a) = The complement of the Hindu 
azimuth a being measured from the East point. 

cos (90 — 8 ) = cos (90— (p) cos z-j-sin (90—9?) sin z cos (90— a) 

] = sin <p + cos z 4 * cos <p sin z sin a ( 1 ) 

cos z = cos (90 — (p) cos (90 — 8) 4- sin (90 — $?) X 

sin (90 — g) cos h 

= sin 5 ?, sin 8 + cos <p cos 8 cos h ( 2 ) 

cos (90 — ??) cos (90 — a) = sin (90 — 9 ?) cot z — sin (90 — a ) cot h 

ie. sin 9 ? sin a — cos 9 ? cot z — cos a cot h (3) 

cos (90 — 9 ?,) cos h — sin (90 — 9 ?) cot (90 — 8 ) — sin h X 

cot (90 — a ) 

ie. sin 9 ? cos h — cos <P tan 8 — sin h tan a (4) 

sin • 7 ^ 

* /r&A \ ® — SID, fl COS 0 (5) 

sin (90 — a) v v ' 

This means in modem terms 

cos z = sin <p sin 8 + cos 9 ? cos 8 cos h V which we 
derive from the triangle PZS. 

58. To get H cos z from h the hour-angle or 

nata Kala. 

The H. vers (Nata) is called S'ara (OQ of fig. 52) (29) 

Antya — S'ara = Istantya ie. FQ ~CQ = EC = AN 
(fig. 51) 


( 30 ) 
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Hrti phala = Ista-Hrti ie. fq — G q = fc ^ an 
(fig. 53) 

Comm, (ReC fig. 52). Nata = arc QN 

H. vers (Nata) = QO. (Called S'ara) = H. vers (h) 
Antya S'ara — FQ UQ = FC — AN =» Istantya II 

S'ara X =phaia=c$(fig. 55)= -^ ver8 ^ X H cos g 

R R 

Hrti — phala = jq - cq = fc = an = Xsta-hrti IV 


? 59. 

«= Urdhwa 


Pha la X Koti of a latitudinal triangle 

Kama 

V 


= y3 r (of fig. 54) 


Comm, (Ref. fig. 54) yQr is the corresponding line in 
the plane of the meridian corresponding to phala in the 
plane of the diurnal circle. As the angle between these 
two planes is the latitude itself, by the principle of ortho¬ 
gonal projection namely. 


Magnitude of a projected segment = cosine of the 
dihedral angle X the magnitude of the segment projected, 
since Urdhwa is the orthogonally projected segment of 
phala, so, Urdhwa — phala X cos <p 
= phaJa X H eosj, yl 


__ p hala X Koti of a latitudinal triangle ag ^ ^ 
Kama of the latitude triangle 

Thus Urdhwa = /Jr (of fig. 54). 


50. Urdhwa is also given by 

Urdhwa U*S. (Unm an dala S'anku) X S'ara 
~ Charajya % 

Dinar dha-S'aulsu (D.S.)—Urdhwa=I?ta-S'anku (I.S.). 


H COS 2, 
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Comm . Since U.S. is the projected segment of 
Charajya on a vertical plane and since the diahedral angle 

between the planes is cp the latitude 

IT a „ , v / S'ara X H cos cp 

_ u ‘ ° -i— = Cos ip and so Sara X cos cp - - — - 

Charajya ■“ 

= Urdhwa. 


Prom fig. 54, Dinardha-S'anku - Urdhwa = o'q — fir 
(fig. 54) = o'/}' = yX = Ista-S'anku. 


In modern times, this means, 

S'ara=H. vers (h) — (H — cos h) = 1 —cos h in modern terms 
phala = ? ar A2 < = (1-cos h) X cos g „ 


phala X — °p S — = Urdhwa =(1 —cos h) cos g X cos <p „ „ 

B 

Dinardha S'anku — Urdhwa — Ista S'anku H cos z 

= cos z (in modern terms) 


= H cos (cp -g) (taking northern declination and following 
Hindu convention with respect to signs) 

* Dinardha-S'anku 


= cos <p — g in modern terms. 

cos ( <p - g) — (1 — cos h) cos cp cos g = cos z 

ie. cos cp cos g 4* sin <p sin g — cos <p cos g -j- cos <p 
cos g cos h = cos z 

ie. cos z =* sin cp sin g H- cos cp cos g cos h as before. 


Verse 61. Computation of H cos z (Mah5 S'anku) 
through Antya and Hrti. 

Let the Dinardha S'anku (D.S.) be computed through 
Istantya and Ista Hrti and therefrom Ista S'anku. Prom 

the S'anku, Drik-jya ie. H sin z and the shadow .- z 

« R 

could be computed -H sin z should not be computed from 

Hrti. 
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Comm . We computed Dinardha S'anku by the formula. 

•n S — Antya X U .S. Hrti X Koti of a L.T. 

* ~~ Oharajya = Karna of L.T. 

under verse 36 ; similarly 

Isfca S'anku (I.S.) will be given by 

. Isfcanfcya XU.S. Isfca Hrti X Koti of a L.T. 

Isfca S'anku = ~m- 

Charajya Karna of the L.T. 


But Isbantya = 


R (sin <p sin $ 4- cos <p cos & cos K) 
cos <p cos ft 


(as under verse 66) 

lata S'anku = ” i gin * . Bin L+J9U . 008 » 008 

COS <p cos ft 


X — s * n !L from formulae (18) and (19) 

R tan <p tan & 

=R (sin (p sin ft+eos 9? cos ft cos h)—~R cos z=H cos z 
Or again Ista Hrti = R 008 Z from formula ( 11 ) 

0 COS 95 

1 R cos z H cos (p -p tt 

•, Ista S anku=- X —^ 5 —-- =R cos z = H cos z 

COS <p jti 

Having got H cos z, using the formula H sin 2 z = R 2 — 
H cos 2 z, H sin z ie. Drk-jya can be computed. Also K = 

12R an( j g= give the Chaya Karna and Chaya. 

H cos z K 

BhSskara cautions us that H sin z cannot be computed 
from Hrti as mentioned in verse 37. because there in that 
verse, the H sin z computed is that at noon alone. 


Verse 62. Alternate method of obtaining K. 


The Chayakarna when the Sun is on the unmandala 
multiplied by Kujya or that when the Sun on the prime- 
vertical multiplied by Taddhrti^ or again that when the 
Sun is on the meridian multiplied by Hrti, divided by 
Ista Hrti, will be equal to the Ista-Kar^a K. 
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Comm. Equation (28) under verse 41 is 

Ista S'anku D.8. __ S.S. _ U.S. 

1st a HrtT ~ Hrti ~ Taddhrti Kujya 

and ip = ~ C ® - z (under verse 40) 

K JK 


12R 


Ista S'anku 


which means 


Dinardha Kama 


J2R, 

D.S.* 


Sama Kama 


and unmandala Kama = 


12 R 
U.S/ 


12R 

^ e 


i 


Substituting for the numerators in I 
12E _ 12E _ X2E 

K X Ista Hrti DK X Hrti 8.E X Taddhrti 

12E TT 
_ U.E. X Kujya 

Ista Karna X Ista Hrti - 8.K. X Taddhrti 
- U.K. Kujya 

Ista Karna - Unmandala Karna X Kujya 

Ista Hrti 
• ” * 

= Sama Karna X Taddhrti = Dinardha Karna X Hrti 
Ista Hrti Ista Hrti 


Verse 63. Just a caution. 


If in any contest where the word una-yuta has been 
used, the quantity to be subtracted exceeds the quantity 
from which it is to be subtracted, it goes without Baying 
that subtraction should be reversely effected and in the 
place of addition subsequently prescribed subtraction should 
be done and Vice-versa. 

Comm. Bhaskara gives three examples to illustrate 
his point. In verse 54, while defining Sutra (H sin 90"=¥) 
we are asked to subtract chara from unnata when B > o 
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Fig. 56 


and add Ohara to Unnata when 8 < o and take the H sine 
of the result. Let us first consider the case when 8 > o. 
(Refer fig. 56) when the Sun is at ©, Ista S'anku is H sin ©L; 
and Unmandala S'anku is H sin BM. When the 
Sun is at © x , Ista S'anku = H sin OjN. In the first case 
Istayasti = (H sin © L — H sin BM) which will be the 
orthogonal projection of © B on the meridian plane. 
Unmandala S'anku and the Ista S'anku in the position ©j 
are similarly the orthogonal projections of BM and ©jN 
on the same plane. In the position © Ista Stenku =» 
Unmandala S'anku 4- Istayasti, whereas in the position 
©!, Ista S'anku - Unmandala S'anku — Istayasti which is 
now downwards. Thus in the place of addition we have 
subtraction of Istayasti. This reversion has arisen out of 
37 
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the fact that in the position ®, SGtra is the H sine of 
(KA — KE) whereas in the position ®j Sutra is the H sine 
of EG ie. H sine of (KE — KC) ie. in the former position 
Sutra = H sice (Unnata-Chara) and in the lattter Sutra * 
H sin (Chara-Unnata). Thus a reversion in subtraction 
here, effects a reversion of addition of the Istayasti. 

Similar is the case in the other cases cited by Bhaskara. 
Analytically this happens so because cos h , when h > 90, 
becomes negative and adding cos h tantamounts to 
subtracting sin 0 where h - 90 4* 0* 

Verse 64. Another point to be observed. 

Hvers (90 -4-0) — R — H cos 90 + 0 = R + H sin 0. 

The Unmandala S'anku is not observable when g is 
south in as much as it is below the horizon ; none the less 
it may be computed for the purposes of effecting proportion. 



Hvers (CG) = Hvers (COG) = GH 

Hvers (EG) = Hvers (EOG) = Hvers (90 •+• 0) 
= R + OH 1 « R + EL - B + H sin © 
as defined by Bhaskara. 
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Comm, Under verse 58, we had to form Hvers h ; a 
doubt might arise as to what this Hvers h would be if 
h > 90. Hence Bhaskara defines it and the definition is 
clear from fig. 57. The Unmandala S'anku has the 
formula R sin g sin <p so that either when g is negative or 
when (p is negative, it will be negative which means it will 
be in the opposite direction ie. vertically downwards. 
Since negative latitudes are not considered by the Hindu 
astronomers, the other case alone is considered. Even 
from a figure it is evident that when the Sun is in the 
south of the Equator, the Unmandala S'anku is vertically 
downwards. In proportions like I given under verse 62, 
we can use the magnitude of this Unmandala S'anku also 
and it does not vitiate the results, when we take its 
numerical value. 

Verse 65. The Sun crosses the prime-vertical when 
his northern declination fails short of the latitude. Then 
alone there is sense in giving the magnitude of his shadow 
at that moment. When the Sun does not cross the prime- 
vertical at all, the Sama S'anku which could be computed 
out of its formulation, though it does not exist, under the 
Sun, yet, it could be used in proportions (like I under 
verse 62) and no blunder is committed. 

Comm, This is a beautiful example cited by Bhaskara 
where he intuitively uses the so-called principle of 
geometrical continuity. We have formulated Sama 

S'anku as B sin S ie. H cos z = —We have a real 
sin <p sm cp 

value of z when g > <p, for, then only H cos z < R. When 
tp > g, then H cos z > R which is impossible, for, no 
Hindu sine or Hindu cosine could be greater than R just 
as no modern sine or cosine could be greater than unity. 



NB -—In as much this Trlpra^nadhyaya has a good number of technical terms whose understanding is 
necessary to understand the Hindu methods of solving diurnal problems, we shall collect here all 
such technical terms under this heading for guidance. 
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Azimuth is called Digamsacapa or Digamsam. 



Technical Meaning in modern Symbol Formula ^^)i rs Hindu Modern 

term terms if any number vprcpi formula formula 
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Yefe will have a value greater than R ie. 

even though the Sama-S'anku is never born so to say, 
it has a magnitude. ‘ScSJqfqq ’ Bbaskava 

exclaims with respect to the magnitudes of Sanaa-S'anku 
and Taddhrti as well, both of which are not there, yet, 
both of which have magnitudes greater than R. So 
he says “those magnitudes of the Sama-S'anku and 
Taddhrti are like the sons of a barren lady". Then 
he says * cfqfq ’ ie. 4 We shall show how they arise/ 

Here he uses his intuition of the principle of geo¬ 
metrical continuity. Even when the diurnal circle does 
not cut the prime-vertical, their planes intersect, out¬ 
side the sphere and the perpendicular dropped from the 
point of intersection on the plane of the horizon is the 
Sama S'anku which has a magnitude greater than R, 
Similarly the Taddhrti could be seen what it is now. 
These magnitudes can enter into a proportion like the I 
in verse 22, and do help us to get the other real magnitudes 
like the Unmandala S'anku etc. 


Verses 66, 67 and first half of 68. To obtain the 
time from the shadow. 


Istantyaka = 


U.K. X Carajya _ D.K. X Antya 
~ I.K. I.K. 


R 2 

H cos g X I.K. * 

Dinardha — h — Unnatakala 
where K = Kama, k = Vishuvat Karna, I.A. = Istantya, 


Comm. We had under verse 62. 


Ista-Karna X Ista-Hrti = D. K. X Hrti - S. K. X 
Taddhrti = U. K. X Kajya multiplying throughout by 

R 

H oos 8 
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Ista-Karga X I.A, = D. E. X Antya = U. K. X Carajya 

80 that I.A. - PJL > < A. » }*g = M i XOaraj ya j 

I.K. I.K. 


But U.K. = ( V etse 40) 
U.b. 

U.K. X Carajya 


12R X Carajya 
U.S. 


12R X Kujya X R 
U.8. X H cos 8 


since Carajya = 


Kujya X R 
H cos g 


But Kujya aud U.S. are the Karna and Koti of the 

seventh latitudinal triangle so that ~ 

U*b. Id 

Comparing with the first fundamental latitudinal triangle. 

12R 3 X h m* 


U.K. X Carajya 


H cos g 12 H cos $ 


Hence substituting in I 

t a - U.K. X CarajyS _ ftR 2 
* ’ I.K. H oos 8 X I.K. 


Thus we have proved the first part of the statement. 
Having obtained I.A., from fig. 52 we have Antya — I.A. 
= (FQ—AN)=CQ. The Utkrama Capa of CQ — NQ = h 
and Dinardha — h = Unnatakala. Let us see what this 
procedure means in practice. Since on any day at any 
place, p and the declination of the Sun are known we can 
compute all the magnitudes given in the verse or more 
easily H oos 8 so that from the formula Istantya = 

J2R 3 __ 

H cos & X I.K. w ^ ere ^ = v'S 3 + 12, the shadow being 

observed Istantya could be computed in no time. Also 
the Antya of the day R*f (H tan p tan g) can be computed 
so that the segment CQ can be got. The inverse Hversine 
of this is h. The arc CQ above was symbolized as S'ara, 
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Bhaskara’s proof of I.A. = —- — proceeds 

H cos g X I.K. 

from first principles as follows:—(i) If by h we have 12 as 
the Koti what have we for R ? The result is H cos z, 

1 o f) 

Mahas'anku. Maha S'anku = y—From Mahas'anku 

JL«lx« 


we pass on to Ista Hrbi with whioh it forms a latitudinal 
triangle. If by the gnomon of 12 units we have h the 
Vishuvat Karna, what have we by Maha S'anku? The 

result is X ~ Again from the Ista-Hrti we 

X» Jjl 4 X A 1 


pass on to I.A. by multiplying by 


&R 

H cos g X I.K. 


as given. 


R 

H cos $ 


so that I.A. = 


Second half of verse 68 . The inverse Hversine if a 
quantity x greater than R, is 6400 + H sin _1 (0) when 
a-R = 0. 


Comm. Since Hvers (9OH-0) = R+H sin Q=x (say) 
90 + 0 — Hvers " 1 (R + H sin 0) = 

But 90° are equal to 6400 asus and 0=H sin _1 (H sin 0) 
= H sin - 1 (x - R) = 

5400 4- = Utkrama Capa of a 

quantity. 

Verse 69. Alternate method of obtaining the time 
that has elapsed after Sunrise noting the shadow S. 

Subtract Charajya from or add it to Istantya according 
as g is north or south. Obtain inverse H sine of the 
remainder and add the Caracapa to this inverse H sine. 
Then we have the unnatakala by converting the result into 
time. 
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Oornm: Ref. fig. 62. I.A. = AN. LA. - Carajya = 
B.N. Hver8 -1 (BN) — arc BN. Arc EN + Caracapa = 
BN + EM = MN. This converted into time is evidently 
the [Jnnatakala becaus j trie arc MN!" of the equator is the 
arc intercepted between the feet of the declination 
circles at rising and at the time concerned M being the 
foot of the rising declination circle ana N the foot of that 
at the time in question. The convention of signs is 
clear. 

Verse 70 and first half of 71. To obtain the Sun's 
longitude from the shadow S. 

The gnomonic shadow at noon, being multiplied by R 
and divided by K, the inverse H sine of bha result gives 
the meridian zenith-distance. This being decreased or 
increased by the latitude gives the Sun 5 s declination 
according as the extremity of the shadow is north or 
From the declination, we have the Sun’s longitude 

by the formula H sin g = H sin i H sin “ 


Comm. We have from the triangle formed by the 


S 


SR 


am z or y = H sin z 


gnomon and the shadow S, 

JK. 

( SR\ 

— \ = z. Since we are directed to take 


the mid-day shadow, we have the meridian zenith-distance, 
and from the formula z + $ = f we have If the 
extremity of the shadow be north, the Sun is south of 
the zenith, and then <p ~ z = g. The word is 

used to signify difference which is positive. If z > d> 
then the declination is south and vice-versa. If the 
extremity of the shadow is on the south, the Sun is on 
the north of the zenith, in which case £ + z = g. 


Second half of verse 71. To obtain & from g. 
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If the zenith distance and the declination are of the 
same direction, their difference, otherwise their sum will 
be the latitude. 


Comm, Suppose the zenith- 
distance is north and decli¬ 
nation also north, then 
clearly from fig. 58, in this 
position Si of the Sun QSj — 
ZSj = <i = g — Z (1) Again 
in the position S s of the Sun, 
zenith-distance is south and 
declination is also south; so, 
here also difference gives d> 
ie. ZSg — QS 3 — Z g — d >. 
(3) In the position S a , how¬ 
ever, Z is south and $ is north, so that their sum is 
equal to <J. It will be noted that the Hindu convention 
of signs does not contemplate negative declination and 
also it uses the word ‘ difference ’ to signify the positive 
difference, as for example, in the first two cases g~ Z is 
taken as <£. The modern formula Z -f g = applies 
universally with the convention that g is -f-ve if north, 
d is -f-ve if south. 



Verses 72, 73. To obtain the Bhuja from the shadow. 
Karna VriUagra = A ~~ where A = Agra and K 

the CbaySkarna. This Karnagra is to be taken as 
belonging to the opposite hemisphere to the Sun. Calling 
this Karnagra as a and the equinoctial shadow as s, a + $ 

according as g is south or north gives the Obayabhuja b. 
Thus a + s = b. If the extremity of the shadow be on the 

north and g he north, then b a = s ; if g be south 
l „ a = 8 . If b be north, b ~ s = A, otherwise ie. if 

south b 4* s a - an ^ 

A grS X Koti of latitudinal triangle __ 
of the latitudinal triangle 
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Comm. These verses are very important and the 
contents have been already elucidated under verses 18-17. 
We shall elucidate the convention of signs in more detail 
both from the modern point as well as from the Hindu 
traditional point. First we shall discuss the modern. We 
have the formula A = S + B where A = Agra, 8 = 
S'ankutala and B, S'anku-bhuja. Let us confine ourselves 
to north latitudes alone, for, south latitudes did not 
concern the Hindu astronomers. Then treating north 
declination as positive and also north Hindu azimuth as 
positive the above formula holds universally. (Ref. fig. 69) 
Let the figure represent the meridian plane. Let S a , S t 
be the projections of the Sun’s positions in their diurnal 
circles on to the meridian plane. Let A, B. be the 
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projections of the rising points of the Sun on the same 
plane. Let perpendiculars be dropped from S 1} S 3 , S a on 
the plane of the horizon. Let o be the centre of the 
sphere. Let ns be the north-south line. In position Sj, 
SjO = S'anku-Bhuja, KA = S'ankutala, oA = Agra, so 
that A—S-f-B (1) In the position S 2 . S 2 D = S'anku-Bhuja, 
LA = S'anku-tala, oA = Agra, so that B + A = S ; but 
here B is negative, a the azimuth being south so that writ¬ 
ing - B for B, — B + A = S /. A = S + B again. In 
position S a , OB — A, MB—S, OM=B so that A-f-S=B; 
but here A is 4-ve, g being south and B is negative a 
being south ; hence writing — A and — B for A and B 
A _}_ s — —B or A = S + B again. This shows that 
with the convention cited above A = S + B holds good 
universally. 

Now let us consider the situation with respect to 
the Karnagra. Each'jof the three quantities a , b 7 s have 
now opposite directions. If g be north, the Sun will be on 
the north of Equator, but the extremity of the shadow will 
now be on the south of the Equinoctial shadow line 
(E.S.L.) ie. the line which is parallel to the East-west 
line at a distance of the equinoctial shadow a, and which 
is the locus of the extremity of the shadow on the 
equinoctial day; thus when the Agra is considered to be 
positive being on the north of the East point, the 
KarnagrS, though it is on fhe south will have to be 
considered positive. Similarly when the azimuth of the 
Sun a is on the north of the prime-vertical and is so 
considered to be positive, the extremity of the shadow 
being on the south of the East-west line and has a 
negative azimuth, the bhuja is still to be considered 
positive. Again the S'ankutala being always south of 
the Udayasta Sutra being considered south and positive, 
the corresponding quantity into which it gets converted 
on the horizontal dial namely the equinoctial shadow s 
Will be north of the East-west line and will be considered 

39 
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positive. In other words in the equation a =** h -j- «, a 
is positive when g is north, h is ~{- V0 when the azimuth of 
th$ Sun is north of the East point, and s is always 
positive. Since in north latitudes, S'ankutala will be 
always south of the Udayastasutra and considered positive, 
the E.S.L. will be on the north of the East-west line so 
that s is considered positive. We should have had to 
considers negative in southern latitudes, as per the above 
convention but as the Hindu astronomers did not have 
to concern themselves with south latitudes, the question 
of sign for s did not arise except taking it as always posi¬ 
tive. Hence the equation a = b 4* « will hold universally 
with the same conventions of sign which we stipulated 
with respect to the equation A » B + S. The foregoing 
analysis is on the modern lines. 


w 



Fig. 60 



Now let us see how the convention of signs is 
stipulated in Hindu astronomy'with respect to the equation 
a = b + s. We have said that ‘ s ’ is always north of 
the East-west line and considered positive. Regarding 
i a 9 , it is said by Bhaskara which means 

that when $ is north and the Sun is said to be in 
northern hemisphere, a is said to belong to the southern 
hemisphere. Also when the Sun is on the north of the 
prime-vertical and S'ankubhuja is considered north, the 
Chayabhuja being south of the East-west line is considered 
south. With these conventions of directions (we say of 
directions, and not signs because the Hindu astronomers 
do not speak of signs but only of directions) it is stipulated 
in Hindu astronomy that quantities of like directions are 
to be added, otherwise their difference is to be taken 
ifo, SRren’. This convention stipul¬ 

ating addition or difference is technically called ‘ 
Samskara \ That is why it is said simply 

ie. * Samskara (on the aforesaid lines) 
is to be effected between a and 5 to get bhuja b \ Here it 
may be reiterated that the word £ ’ ie. ‘ difference ’ 

is used in its restricted sense namely that the positive 
difference alone is to be taken. Thus the ‘ antaram ’ of 
8 and 5 is 3 as well as that of 5 and 8 is also 3. Then it 
might be asked how to decide the direction of the bhuja, if 
we were to take 5 as equal to a~b and not a-b or &-a. 
The answer is that between a and s whose directions are 
known as per the aforesaid convention, equating their 
difference ie. a~s to b , we have to take b a3 having that 
direction which is indicated by that-quantity either a or s 
which has a larger numerical value. 

Thus while on modem lines we take a=b-{-s to hold 
universally with the convention of signs which we have 
agreed to on modern lines namely that a is -fve if 8 is 
north 'and b is positive if the Hindu azimuth is north of 
the ; East point and s is always H-ve, we take on the Hindu 
lines with the conventions stipulated with respect 
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to directions (not of signs) namely that a is south if £ is 
north, s is always north and 6 is to be taken to belong to 
that direction to which the numerically bigger quantity of 
a and 5 belongs in the case of difference. Also it is to be 
taken to belong to that direction of a and $ when both of 
them have the same direction. 

With this convention in mind, Bhaskara clarifies the 
convention by citing examples. 

(1) S = 5, £) is north, K=30 so that 

a = 5^- = = 8 units (south, because it should 

R 3438 

be taken to be ie. belonging to the direction 

opposite to that of g). 

Question. “ What is b and of what direction ?” 

Answer, b — <x+s = 8 (south) ~ 5 (north). (We are 

taking the difference because Samskara is to be construed 
as addition of quantities having the same direction and 
difference of quantities of opposite direction 6 = 3 

and is on the south because the numerically bigger quantity 
of 8 and 5 belongs to south. 

Q. 2. £) is north S = 5, A=916 / ~48 // ; K—15, ‘what 
is b and in what direction V 

KA 

Answer, a = — =4; b = <x+$ = 4+5 = 4~5 (here 

a is south being north and s is north so that difference 
is stipulated as above) = 1 (north because 5 belongs to 
north. 

We add here two more examples to illustrate addition 
by saying that is south in the above examples so that a 
is north in both the examples. Hence in (1) 6=84-5=13 
(north) and in (2) 6 = 44-5=9 (north). Refering to Fig. 60, 
we see there three cases depicted namely the extremi- 
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ties of fche shadows being A, B and C, In fche firsfr ease 
AL = Karnagra=a (Karnagra is fche distance of fche 
extremity of the shadow from fche E.S.L. namely K.L.R. 
whereas bhuja is fche distance of fche same from fche Easfc- 
wesfc line namely PMN) AM = bhuja and ML == s so that 
b—a ~hs addition being justified since both a and s are of 
fche same direction namely north. In fche second case 
BE = Earnagra, BN = bhuja and NK — s so fchafe b—s-a , 
the difference being justified because a is south and s north. 
Here we have taken fche difference as s-a and nob as 
because s is numerically greater and.being oriented north, 
fche bhuja is north. In fche third ease, PR=$, OP—6 and 
CR=aso that b = a—s, the difference being justified be¬ 
cause s is north and a south. Also we have taken the 
difference as as and not s-a because a is numerically 
greater and as such lends its direction namely ‘ south ’ to 
fche bhuja. Thus in the three examples cited, addition is 
prescribed between a and s only when fche extremity of 
the shadow is to the north of E.S.L. In fche case of 
A—S+B or B = A—S also, addition is prescribed only when 
2) is south, which means that the corresponding a ie. AL 
is north. In fact the prescription of addition or differ¬ 
ence accord in the cases of both the equations either 


Verses 74 and 75. Hereafter questions are being set 
and answered on diurnal problems. 

Seeing the shadow of the gnomon, fche azimuth and 
longitude of fche Sun or seeing two shadows with their 
respective directions, whoever knows fche equmoofeial 
shadow of fche place, I consider him as fche Garuda or^Eagle 
who could overcome fche false pride of puffed up snakes of 
astronomers. 

Given fcbafc when K=30 units, fche bhuja is 3 units 
south, and when E=»15, fche bhuja is 1 unit north, com¬ 
pute the latitude, or again given H sin $ = 846 and given 
E and b of a shadow, compute the equinoctial shadows. 



Comm, The questions are dear the second verse 
illustrating the first. 


Verse 76. Answer of the first question. 
b K ^b K 

1 *+ 2 1 = s according as the thujas are of the same 

Kg ~ Kj 

or opposite directions. 

Comm. Suppose h x and are of the same direction so 
that &!=&!—s and s» taking the modern convention 

of signs. But a x = and a 3 — 


R 




KxA 

R 


and b a 


R 

K*A _ 
R 


b t -f- s _ A _ & 3 + s 

R KT 

K- K t \ = s ( (K, - K a ) 
K, 6x - K a h z 


s — 


Kx - K. 


If, however b l and b a are of opposite directions ie. of 
opposite signs, writing — b 2 for b 3 , we have 
K b *1“ K 5 

S = - * —1 _ -g . 1 2 . Here we have chosen to follow the 

modern convention of signs; otherwise we have to con¬ 
sider four alternatives, for, bhojas of the same direction 
might mean both of the type 00 (fig. 60) or both of the 
type of OB or one of the tyye OB and one of the type of 
OA or both of the type OA. 

Verses 77 and 78. Answer to the seoond question. 


Let Laghu » L = ( —§ 'j ; I2 a (L ~b r ) = £dya; 

Para = 12“ b. _Let Adya and Para be divided by L ~ 12“; 
sail them still Adya and Para; then Vj W + A X p.,- 
“ 4 according as b is north or south. ~ 
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Fig. 61 


Comm. The data are 
H sin 8, K and b; since K 
and h are given a is known. 
Thus from the triangle PZS 
(fig. 61) we have sin 8 = 
sin<4 cos z-f-cos <4 sin z sin a % 
all quantities except <4 
are known. Solving this 
trigonometrical equation 
which is of the form a cos <4 
+ b sin <4 — c, we can 
have d>. 


We shall now see how it is solved by Bhaskara. 
s be the equinoctial shadow. Then 


Cb *= b S 


KA __ KH sin 8 
R H cos <4 


Let 


But 


12 ___ 12 __ H cos (4 

1 «/s* + 12“ E 


so that 


H cos (4 = r ~~~ a • Substituting in I 

~r 12 

* , KH sin g Vl2 3 + s 3 

12 R 

which reduces to 12 a R 3 (6 -b sf = K 2 H sin 3 8 tl2 a 4- * 3 ) 


ie. s a (12 3 R a — R 2 H sin 2 8) + 2& 12 3 R 3 s = 

12 3 {(H sin 3 8) K 3 - b 3 R 3 } 

ie. «* ^12“ - ~) + ^ b ■ *) = 12 * 

H sinI S 
V B“ 



Here — — is symbolized as L 


K 


12“ - “ &*)P nl as 5d y* and 12 ’ 6 iB PaV aa P ara ' 
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So the equation reduces to 

* 8 (12* - t) 4 2. Para s = Adya ; Divide throughout by 

12 a — L and put-again as Para an< ^ l¥~^- L 

5dya Then the equation reduces bo s a 4 2 Para = 
Adya; completing the square (s 4 Para) 8 = Para 2 4 Adya 

s 4- Para = 4Para 3 4- Adya 

s 4Para®"4"~Adya ~ Para as one solution, 

We have taken to start with a = b 4 s which holds 
good according to the Hindu convention when b is 
south ; if, however b is north a = b ~ s so that ( b ~ s) 2 = 
s 3 4 & a _ g 0 i n the equation we have to write —s 
for s, so that we have now s 3 — 2 Para s — Adya ie. 
(i - Para) 3 - Para 3 d 

s = VPara 2 4 Adya 4- Para as the second solution. 

Verse 79. When the Sun’s longitude is 135°, the 
shadow of the gnomon is 12 units and west. What is the 
latitude ? 

Comm. Here is a method of obtaining the latitude 
of the place by observing the gnomon’s shadow when the 
Sun is on the prime-vertical, 

i ' , 

Verse 80. Answer to the question above. 

, 1 2 R rj 

—— = H cos 7s; 

Jx 

12 H sin g_ 

4Sama-S'anku 2 — H sin 2 

Comm . Solution in modern terms. 

S =* 12 tan z — 1 z = 45; but when the 
Sun is on the prime-vertical, we have by Napier’s rule ,, 

Bin g = sin <£ cos z = sin <£ 4,2. But siifce K = 135° 
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Sin B = sin X sin <o — sin 135 sin &> = sin <u 
sin ^ n /2 = n /2 sin o> oo = & 

.*. tan d> = tan 24° 

= .4452 s = 12 X .4452 = 5.3424 = 5" - 20"' 


Bhnslara's solution. Taking the fifth latitudinal 

triangle g = 4 where a; is the Koti 
x 12 

. 12 H sin B -d 4 . 

s = -y. But we are given that the Sama- 

x 

S'anku ie. 

R 

H cos z = R cos z * because z = 45° when the 

shadow equals the length of the gnomon. 

, rr • H sin X H sin a> H sin 135 H sin o> 

and H sin B —-—-=-^- 

R R 


H sin 45 H sin *> 

R 


R/^2 X 


H sin (o H sin a 


R 




.•. X =N/Sama-S'anku 2 — H sin 2 B — \J?L — S LIH! 01 

2 2 

— H cos a> . __ 12 H sin B X __ 

sji H cos co 

12 H ein co v sJ2 
J2 H cos « 

12 H sin w _ 12 X 1397 

"H cos co n/ 3438 2 — 1397 s 

since H sin a> = 1397 (ver?e 12 Spasfcadhikara) 

- 5" - 20'" 


Verse 81. Two more questions. 

An observer at Ujjain observed that the Sun was on 
the prime-vertical 5 nadis after Sun-rise or 5 nadis after¬ 
noon. If you could give me the deolination of the Sun at 
40 
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that moments I would reckon you as one who could be 
well compared with the goad that could be applied to the 
bead of the wild elephants of puffed up astronomers. 

Verses 82, 83. Answer to the first question. 

Assume the H sine of the Unnatakala to be Ista Hrti 
in the first place. Multiply it by 12 s and divide by k* the 
square of the Visuvatkarna. Then you get an approximate 
?alue of H sin 8* Then compute with this, H sin 8, 
Cbarajya etc. and thereby obtain a more correct value of 
the Ista Hrti. Multiply this by the H sin 8 got before 
and divide "by the first Hrti assumed. Then we have a 
nearer approximation of H sin 8- Repeat the process till 
a stationary value has been reached. That will be the 
correct H sin 8* 

Comm, We know that H sine of the Unnatakala is 
nearly the Istantyaka, It will be noted that Istantyaka 
is the sum of two H sines namely (I) Carajya (2) 
H sine of Unnatakala minus Ohara. The second H sine is 
called Sutra or H cos h. (Vide page 278). 

Thus Sutra -j~ Carajya = Istantyaka whereas 
H sine (Unnatakala) — H sine of the Capas of Carajya and 
Sutra. In other words H Bin (Unnatakala) = 

H sin (H sin- 1 Carajya -f- H sin -1 (Sutra)), Ista Hrti is 

Istantyaka X - °° s ~ . But we do not know H sin 8 so 

JtC 

that Ista Hrti could not be got. So we will not be far 
from truth in assuming the given Unnatakala to be Ista 
Hrti itself ie. Taddhrti here, as the Sun is on the prime- 
vertical. The formula for Taddhrti is 

__ @ R*. H sin & ^ £ a H sin 8 

H cos H sin <£ R 12 x R ^ 12 $ 
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Taddhrti X 12 s 
' k* 


= sin g, Thus assuming H sine 


of the given Unnatakala to be Taddhrti and multiplying 
it by 12 s and dividing by k 2 we have the value of H sin 8. 
But this is approximate because the given Unnatakala is 
not exactly Taddhrti but only an approximate value. 
From this H sin g, compute H cos g, Charajya, Kujya 
and through the process indicated in versa 54 namely 
“ Subtract the Characapa from the Unnatakala. The 
H sine of the result is called Sutra. Multiply the Sut.ra 
by H cos g and divide by R; then we have Kala. Add 
Kujya to Kala; we get Isfca-Hrti ”, we obtain a more 
correct value of Taddhrti. Then here we may cut short 
the process as follows namely ‘ If by the assumed Taddhrti 
we had the previous H sin g, what shall we have for this 
more approximate Taddhrti *? The result will be a more 
approximate value of H sin g. Again form the Taddhrti 
with this H sin g and so repeating the process till we have 
a stationary value, we have the correct value of H sin g. 


Note. This is a beautiful example of the method of 
successive approximations which is a modern technique 
but which was so much in vogue and favourite with the 
Hindu astronomers. (It will be noted how to cut short the 
method). 

Verses 84, 85. Answer to the second question. 

Obtain 12 3 R 2 /(R 9 — H sin 3 h) s 2 4* 1 and divide R 9 by 
this and take the square root which gives H sin g. Then 

— — 5 8 — gives H sin X whose Capa gives the longitude 
H sin w 

of the Sun. 

Comm. The H sine of the given Natakala is H sin h 
and R 2 — H sin 2 h = H cos 3 h. Let H sin g be %, which 
is required to be found. Then R® — x % =*Hcos a g; 
H cos h « SBtra and 



Sutra X H cos ^ _ H cos h H cos |j 

R R 


H cos h n/r 2 __ £ 


R 

But Kala is the Koti of the fifth latitudinal triangle of which 

H sin 8 is Bhuja. Hence ^ a ^ rT X = H sin & = x 

H cos 


le. 


H cos h VR 2 --* a 
R 


y H sin (j) 
H cos (j) 


x: but 


Hsin 
H cos d> 


Squaring both sides 


(R 2 —H sin 2 h) (R 2 —a? 2 ) ^ s' 


R 2 


12 s 


.x 


12 a R* * 2 = s 2 R 2 (R 2 ~H sin 2 ^)-s 3 * 2 (R 2 ~H sin 3 h) 

ie. x 2 {(12 3 R 2 +s 3 (R 2 -H sin 3 «}=s 2 R 2 (R 2 -H sin 2 h) 

v3 „ s 2 R 2 (R 2 - H sin 2 h) 

12 a R 2 + s 2 (R a - H sin a h) 

R a . _ R 

12” R“ , . " * / 12” R” 

s” (R”~H sin” h) W s” (R“-H sin” h) 

H sin g as given. From H sin 8, the method of obtaining 

X is clear from the formula ~ - s iB jjjb 8 j n ® =h s i n g, j n 

R 


the given numerical example h = 5 nadis — = an 0 

12 

since 60 nadis of time correspond to 360°. 

R 

Thus H sin h — ~ » the remaining work follows. 

Verse 86. Another question. 

When the Sun is on the prime-vertical the gnomonio 
shadow is noted to be 16 inches. The Unnatakala is 8 
nadis. If you could give the H sin 8 and s, I shall con¬ 
sider you nothing short of one who is an adept in solving 
the totality of the diurnal problems. 


Verses 87 and 88, Answer to the question. 



Here also assume H sin (Unnata) to be the Taddbrti 
as formerly done. Then as the shadow is 16", 

K = «7l6 s + 12 a = 20". Then H eos z = x 3438 

Unnatakala = 8 nadis = 48°. 


H sin (48°) = assumed Taddbrti. Then from the 

fourth latitudinal triangle, ? S * Q ^ = — 

H eos z 12 


Approximate value of Jc is 


12 H sin , 48 __ 20 H sin 48 
12/20 X 3488 3438 * 


This is a known quantity from which s could be computed 
sinoe 12 2 + s a * Jc 2 . Again from the fifth latitudinal 


triangle ~ — 
Jc 


H sin $ 
S. S. * 


Here s, Jc and S. S. (Samamandala-S'anku) are known 
H sin g could be got approximately. Thus we have 
found approximately the required quantities s and H sin g. 
From this H sin g and s we have to compute again H cos 8, 
Carajya, Kujya* etc. and applying the procedure of verse 54 

H sin (Pnnata-oara) X H cos & + Kn j y5 = I?ta Hrti; this 

JK 

is nearer value of Ista Hrti than the assurSed Taddhrti. 
From this again obtain as before s and H sin g; we could 
not apply the proportion “ If by the assumed Taddhrti we 
have the previous H sin g, what shall we have for this 
computed Taddhrti (Ista Hrti) ” for the reason given 
below. So Repeat the entire process till an invariable 
quantity is got which will be the correct value of H sin g. 


Here repeating the entire calculation is correct and 

not taking the proportion because Taddhrti = ^ S 

bin 0 cos 0 

where sin <5 and sin 9 are both to be computed. 


Formerly we oould take the proportion in verse 81 
because the latitude of Ujjain being known, in the magni- 



318 


feade of Taddhrti namely ~ H sin § on ]y H sin g is 

variable and Taddbrti is directly proportional to H sin g. 
But in the pre ent example both H sin ^ and H sin are 
both variables so that, that kind of rule of three does not 

work. 


Verse 89. Oh I Matben atician! At a place where 
$ = there 10 nadikas alter Sun-rise the shadow S is 
observed to be 9". Tell me what the longitude of the Sun 
would be, if you are an adept in computing as well as 
understanding the geometry of the sphere. 

Verses 90, 91. Answer to the question posed. 


Assume H sine (Unnatakala) to be Istantyaka. Then 

^ X io^\y°r V >X ^ H cos g where I. A. = Istantyaka. 
12 X I. A. ’ 

B 3 — H cos 2 <5 = H sin 3 <5; from this approximate H sin <5 

and the given s compute a more approximate I. A. Repeat 

the process till an invariable quantity ’ is obtained for 

H sin 6, which will be its correct value. From this, using 

the formula H sin & = ^ ? ia H ei 
r R 

Comm . We know the formula for I. A. as 
R 3 H cos z 


H cos <P H cos 5 


Assuming Unnatakalajya as I. A. 


H sin (Unnatakala) = 


R a H 


30 


H cos 9 H cos <5 
R 2 H cos z IxRxH cos z 


12 R. LA. 


12 X I. A. 


from 


which obtaining H sin <5 and proceeding as indicated we 
have In the above proof we have used our formula. 
But Hindu Astronomers proceed from first principles. Let 
us hear Bhaskara. Since S = 9"; K = *^9® -f- i2 a = 16" 
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nr l— c?f i -nr ~ Rx 12 3488x 12 » 4 

.. Maba-Sanku**H ooa z- —==— =-——- = 2750—24. 

K 15 


We know that Maha-S'anku forms a latitudinal triangle 
with Ista Hrti. 


So 


H cos z __ 12 

Ista Hrti k 
* • 

Ista Hrti X R 


Istantya 


H oos <5 


Ista Hrti = 
ie. H cos <$ 


P 008 —— - — — substituting the above 

12 X I. A. 


12 

Istantya 
value of Ista 


Hrti. Here H cos z is got above and I. A. has been assu¬ 
med above as H sin (Unnatakala). 


Note . (1) Computing 


12 R 


X 


*J8 m -h l‘J- x 


R a X 13 
16 H sin 60 
invalid. 


15 12 X H sin (60) 

» “““- 7 ^ . Here H cos <5 > R which 
15XV3 


18 


( 2 ) This is the only place where Bhaskara gave a 
numerical example with a slight flaw. In other words, 
under the given circumstances the shadow must be greater 
than what is given. However, the procedure indicated is 
mathematically correct. 


(3) It is interesting to note that the flaw was noted 
by a commentator named Laksmidasa as reported by 
Munls'wara in his Marlchi Bhasya. Munis'wara also 
noted the flaw but argues away in an untenable way. 
Another commentator named G-anes'a who was the author 
of the commentary named S , iromanipraeas , a,.does not seem 
to have noticed the flaw, or even if he did notice, probably 
he fought shy of pronouncing that there was a flaw. In 
fact a simple flaw like this in numerical examples, is not 
in the least derogatory to the prestige of Bhaskara. So, 
the commentators who happened to notice the flaw need 
not have pointed the same. 
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f 4) Or again in the given place, for the value of 
H cos <5 to be valid the Unnatakala x must be such that 

15 H sin x > 13 R so that H cos 6 might be less than R. 
This means sin * > Jf = .8667 so that x > 60°— 4' ; so 
instead of 10 nadikas, if the time were given to be just 
even one Vinadika greater, it would have been alright, or 
again if the latitude were given to be just a little less it 
would have been alright. 


Verse 92. Oh ! Mathematician ! please tell me the 
magnitudes of the equinoctial shadow and the longitude 
of the Sun if at a place on a particular day, Kujya is 245 
and Taddhrti 3125. 


Verse 93. Answer to the questiou above. 


s ~ sj _ and H sid d 

Taddhrti—Kujya 

■j tt- . 3 EH sin <5 

and H sin * — =r—. -. 

H Bin 03 


12 Kujy a 

s 


Comm. From the fifth latitudinal triangle compared 
with third, 

Kujya _ Krantijya _ = Agra _ s 

Krantijya Taddhrti —Kujya S. S. 12 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 


Multiplying (1) by (2) — ■■ K °j yS _= L. 

Taddhrti-Kujya 12 a 


s 




144 Kujya 


Krantijya 


Taddhrti —Kujya 
12 


. Also Equating (1) and (4) 


s 


Kujya. 


Verse 94. Given that H Bin <5 + S. S. + Taddhrti— 
Kujya = 6720, and Kujya-f Agra+H sin <5 == 1960. Then 
I shall consider him who finds s and the longitude of the 
Sun as the very Sun illuminating the lotuses of astronomers. 
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•Verse 95. Answer to the question above. 


Divide 12 X Second sum by the first sum, that will 
12 X Second sum 


be . Again 12 + s + J 
could be had as before. 


H sin <5. From H sin <5, X 


Comm. Comparing the third and fifth latitudinal 
triangles 

= Krantij ya_ __ Agra __ s 

12 


Krantijya Taddhrti—Kujya S. S. 

_ Kujya + Krantijya -f- Agra _ 

Krantijya + Taddhrti + S. S. — Kujya 

s = 7/24 X 12 — 7/2 = 8J". 


1960 

6720 


7 _ 

24 


Again comparing the third and the first latitudinal 
triangles 

- s _ 12 _ h _ $ -4- 12 -f- Ti 

Kujya Krantijya Agra Kujya -4- Agra + Krantijya 

(1) (2) (3) (4) ■ 

_ t 12 + k 
1960 
( 5 ) 

12 X 1960 
12 -I - s h 
12 X 1960 12 X 1960 „, n . „ , „ 

¥ + ¥ _ 28 = 840 slnoe when 1 = 7 '' 2 
h = 25/2 which is the hypotenuse of the triangle formed 
by the equinoctial shadow wifh the gnomon. 


Equating (2) and (5) Krantijya 


Equating (l)and (5) Kujya * 245; equating (3) and 
(5) Agra - 875. 

Now from the fourth latitudinal triangle compared 
Agra S, S. Taddhrti 


with the first 


41 


s 

( 1 ) 


12 

( 2 ) 


h 

(3) 
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From (1) and (2) 8. 8. - X Agra = ~ X 875 


8000 


From (1) and (3) Taddhrti • j X Agra 

= ^ X | X 875 - 3126. 


Note , This is a beautiful example exhibiting Bhas- 
kara’s dexterity in algebra. 

Verse 96. Given that the sum of H sin S, S. S. and 
Taddbrti — Kujya =* 1440, and the sum of Agra, 8, 8. and 
Taddhrti = 800, I shall deem him whoever finds s and the 
longitude of the Sun, as the very Sun illuminating the 
lotuses of astronomers. 

Verse 97. Answer to the problem above. 

The second sum divided by the first and multiplied 
by 12 gives h from which s could be got. Then the first 
sum divided by * 4- 12 4 k gives H sin <5 from which the 
longitude of the Sun could be got. 

Comm» Comparing the third and the fifth latitudinal 
triangles, we have 

Agra ^_ S. S. = Taddhrti 

Krantijya Taddhrti—-Kujya S. 8. 

(1) (2) (3) 

__ + S, S. + Taddhrti 

23 12 33 Krantijya + Taddhrti — Kujya + S. S. 1440 3 1 
(4) (6) (6) 

Equating (4) and (6) h - .. - 15 

/ 

k* “ 225 * 12 8 + a s g » 9. Again comparing 
the fourth latitudinal triangle, with the fundamental, 
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Agra _ 

S. S. _ 

_ Taddhrti _ Agra + S. S. + 

i 

12 

k s 12 "f~ k 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 



1800 _ 1800 _ - 0 
A * ■» a i m rt A X#V/ 


9 + 12-f 15 36 

(4) 

Equating (1) and (4) Agra = 9 X 60 = 460 
Equating (2) and (4) 8. 8. = 12 X 60 = 600 
Thirdly Taddbrti = 15 X 60 = 760 

Again Equating (1) and (6) o! I 

Agra, — 6 __ 460 . tt oin _460 X 4 

Krantijya 4 Krantijya 5 

= 380 from which 1 could be computed. 

Terse 98. The cbara at a place where s = 9, is equal 
to 3 nadis. If you could oompute the longitude of the 
Sun, then certainly you are a leader among astronomers, 
Oh ! Scholar ! 


Verse 99. Answer to the problem above. 

- 12Cara ff! -= H sin 8 where from 4 the 

^ 12 X Carajya ^ _j_ f * 

longitude of the Sun could be computed. 

Comm. Let H sin 8 = x ; then from the third lati- 
%dinal triangle “ f 2 = * 


Kujya * 
Carajya 


3 x . 


since Krantijya means H Bin <$ 
x ., R 3 R# 


** 4 • Hcos~8 4 

= H sin (3 X 6) — H sin 18° Squaring 
9 R a * 2 = 16 (R* - * 8 ) H sin 3 18 = 16 Oara jy5 a (R a - x% ) 
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x° (9 R 2 +16 Carajya 2 ) = 16 B a Carajya 2 

. r , _ 16 R 2 Carajya 2 . r = 4 R Carajya 

9 R a + 16 Carajya 2 ' ' »/9~R 2 + 16 Carajya 2 

12 Carajya _ _ 12 Carajya _ 

+ (12.0arajyay 

Here Carajya being known, H sin g could be computed. 

Verse 100, If you studied what is known as Madh- 
yamaharana, then compute * the longitude of the Sun 
given that H sin g -f- H cos g -f~ H sin ^ — 5000. 

Verse 101. Answer to the problem above. 

Let the given sum multiplied by 4 and divided by 15 
be Adya ; then H sin g — 

5dya - ^910678 - 2 s 9 nare of the given anm 

Comm . Let H sin g = x • then H cos g = 

tt * _ H sin « H sin * 

Jtl sin o = — 1 - g-.-.- - — 

_ *R ___ *R 

H sin «. 1397 

Tb e given sum = x 4- Jr* - i* -f ^ = 5000 
= 6000 - x(i + = 5000 - 
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ie. x a (l397 2 +4835 2 ) - 2x 4835x 1397x5000 x = 1397 s (R 2 - 5000 a ) 
ie. a - 2 (25328834) - 2 X 4835 >< 1397 X 5000 x = 1397 s (R 2 - 5000 3 ) 

. r2 _ 2 X 4835 X 1397 X 500 0 a _ 33b 7 s (R 2 - 5000 s ) 
* ‘ . 25328834 " 25328834 


u i 5 


Converting into a continued fraction we have 
2 K 4 J 


1 1 1 


4 


3+ 1+ 3 15 


so that the equation could be written as ' 


a 2 - 2 X 5000 


X 4 __ 1397“ (R 2 - 50G0 a ) 


15 


25328834 


Here — — - — ^ is symbolized as Adya so that ’we have 
15 


_„2 

X 


2 Adya a = 


5000 2 X 


16 

225 


5000* X 1397 2 1397 s X 3438 s 

2532883 + 2532883 


J6 1397“ \ 1397“ X 3438“ 

225 2632883/ + 2532883 


Here—- 

225 2632883 


is approximated to 


—2 

337 


and — - ~ 2^ SL i s approximated to 910678 so that we 
2532883 

have 

a = Adya + 910678 — --where s is the given-sum. 

337 

Binee the positive sign of the radical is invalid because 
H sin S ^ B, so the negative sign is taken. - 



Verse 102. In a place where 5 « 5", the sum of 
H sin g, S. S., Taddhrti, Kujya and Agra is 6500; find 
them individually oh , mathematician, if thou art adept in 
understanding the sphere and dealing with the latitudinal 
triangles. 

Verse 103. Answer to the problem above. 

Assuming H sin g to be equal to 12 s and computing 
the various quantities cited; take their sum. Then by 
rule of three “ If for this sum got, the individual magni¬ 
tudes are such and such what will they be for the given 
sum " each oan be had. 


Comm. The cited magnitudes are respectively H sin g, 
R H sin g R a H sin g H sin g H sin & , 

H sin d> * H sin & H sin d> ’ H sin 9 

which are all proportional to H sin g, <jJ being 

H cos 0 

given through * With this idea of proportionality at 
the back of his mind, Bhaskara sets this ingenious ques¬ 
tion, and gives an easy way of solving it by assuming 
H sin g to be 5 X 12 = 60, so that the others oan be got 
rationally. 


With this H sin g, S. S. .^ 4 ^ 8 / r 6 ? 0 = 156, Taddhrti 

34d8 X 6/13 

3438“ X 60 _ uu /\ u _ 

3438 X & X 3438 X H ‘ aUjy * " 13 X 12/13 ~ 


X 60 

3438 X 12/13 


66 


The sum of these is 476. So, by the rule of three men¬ 
tioned above, H sin g = 1200, S. S. = 3120, Taddhrti = 
3380, Kujya *» 500 and Agra = 1300. 


Or alternatively given s = 6, k = 13 so that Hsin <j> «* 



3438 X 12 


13 
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the various magnitudes are H sin 


^ H sin 6 X 13 

u? -- 


H sin «5 X 13 9 H sin 6 X 5 and Hsin <5 X 18 
60 ’ 12 12 

1+ 12 + 15? + !^ L 3 

1 5 ^ 60 + 12^12 


The sum of these is H sin g ^ 

__ . ^ /60 + 156 + 169 + 25 + 65\ _ 475 n ai 
H. sin o^~ - gQ / go 


sin <3 = 


95 

12 


jj gin 5 - 9600 H sin 6 - 1200 from which by substi¬ 
tution the remaining magnitudes could be obtained. 


Verse 104. If the sum of Agra, H sin 6 and Kujya be 
2000 find them individually, oh ! mathematician if thou 
be an adept in the geometry of the sphere and compu* 

tation. 

Comm . Here the quantities are respectively 

R H Bin j) H sin g and Hb 11 L^ so that their 

Hcos 9 H cos <P 

„ . , R , H sin <P 

sum is H sin 8(1 + Hcos <p + H cos 9 


H sin 8 (H sin 9 + H cos 9 + R) 
' H cos ip 


Here also we are to presume * = 5 so that the above 

amn i B H sin 6 (s + 12 + AQ pr0 p 0rb i on 0 f the first and 

1 2 


second latitudinal triangles) 


Hsin d (5 + 12 + 13 ) 


| H sin 8 = 2000 H sin 5 p 800. Substituting this 
value in the above formula, Agra 

RH s in & 3438 X 800 X 13 ^ 10400 _ ggg^Q. 

"" cos 9 3438 X 12 12 

H sin 6 H sin 9 800 X 5 _ 4000 

Kujya-“ 12 - 12 
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OG ~ Gnomon; OP 5=3 Shadow of the gnomon; 
PM * the Bhuja drawn from the extremity of the shadow 
P perpendicular on the East-west line ; OM 38 Koti of the 
shadow extending along the East-west line. AB is the 
Nalaka placed along the Chayakarna PG. The eye is 
placed at A and the planet © is visible through the tube 
of the Nalaka AB. 



Verses 105, 106 and 107. The method of observing 
through the instrument called Nalaka, the planetary 
position. 

On a horizontal plane mark a point and through it 
draw the East-west line and also the North south; if the 
planet is in the East mark off the computed Koti of the 
shadow .towards on the East*west line; if the planet is in 
the Western hemisphere, mark this Koti towards the IjCast. 
From the extremity of the Koti mark the computed Bhuja 
perpendicular to the East-west line and draw the computed 
shadow from the point so as to form a right-angled 
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triangle with the Bhuja and Koti. Extend a thread from 
the point of intersection of the bhuja and shadow to meet 
the gnomon’s top so as to form the Chayakarna or the 
hypotenuse of the right-angled triangle of which the other 
sides are the gnomon and the shadow. Along this thread 
place the Nalaka such that the lower extremity of the 
Nalaka coincides with the eye. Seeing through the Nalaka, 
the planet is to be seen. I shall tell how the planet could 
be seen in water as well. 

Comm. The Nalaka is a simple tube formed generally 
of bamboo. The purpose of this is to verify the correct¬ 
ness of the computation of the shadow and its bhuja. If 
the computation is wrong the planet will not be seen in 
that direction. It might be asked how the shadow and 
bhuja are pertinent with respect to a planet, whose shadow 
cannot be observed as that of the Sun. True, but the 
computation of the shadow and bhuja are done as will be 
done with respect to the Sun, knowing the declination etc. 
as in the case of the Sun. Computation does not depend 
on the observation of the actual shadow. Computing the 
magnitudes of the Bhuja and Koti, the direction of the 
Chayakarna points to the planet in the sky. 

Verse 108. Observing the planet through the Nalaka 
in water. 
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Fig. 63 


3S0 


Place the S'anku at the point of intersection of the 
Bhuja and shadow and holding the Nalaka along the join 
of the top of S'anku and the point, the planet could be seen 
ih a basin of water placed at the point'. 

Comm. Let P be the planet casting the shadow AC 
of the gnomon AB. C the extremity of the shadow is the 
point of intersection of the shadow and the Bhuja, 
Though we have shown the gnomon^in the position AB, 
it need not have been placed there in as much as we have 
the computed magnitudes of the shadow, the Bhuja and 
the Koti. Now we are directed to place the S'anku act- 
ually at C the point of intersection of the shadow and the 
Bhuja, Thus CD is the S'anku. Since CD=AB and 
and both are vertical evidently A-s DBA and DCB 

A A A 

are congruent. Hence DCB =* DAB. But DOB = zenith- 
distance of the planet and as such is equal to BAD (also 

A A 

the zenith-distance of the planet) .*. DAB = BAP. 
Hence if a tray of water is placed at A, the planet will be 
visible as seen through DE, the Nalaka sinoe the angle 

A 

DAB is the angle of incidence and BAP the angle of 
reflection are equal. 

Verse 109. The planet is to be shown to the king, 
who has an eye of appreciation for the same, either direot- 
]y (as shown in fig. 62) in the sky or through water as 
shown in the-fig. 63, having finished the preliminaries 
indicated. 

Comm. Clear. 

End of the TriprasmadhySya. 



parvasambhavadhikxra 

Investigation into the occurence of an eclipse 


Verses 1-2. Multiply the number of years that have 
elapsed from the beginning of the Kaliyuga by twelve and 
add the number of months elapsed from the beginning of 
the luni-solar year. Let the result be Then add 

^ to Let the result by y. Then the longi¬ 
tude of what is called Sapata-Surya or the longitude of the 
Sun with respect to a node will be x Ras'is + 

~ Bas'is. If this longitude be less 

o X ol) 

than 14°, then a lunar eclipse is likely to occur. 


ing 


Comm. The first operation indicated above in direct- 

x to be added to ~ - ^ -1 ^— is intended to obtain the 

65 


lunations that have elapsed from the beginning of the 
Kaliyuga. In this behalf we are asked to multiply the 
elapsed years by twelve to get the number of solar months. 
Here there is one subtlety to be noticed. The years that 
have elapsed are not entirely solar. In fact the years 
reckoned according to the luni solar system were all 
originally luni-solar ; but according to the convention of 
intercalary months, they were rendered solar upto the 
point of the latest intercalation, for, solar months plus 
intercalary months are equal to the elapsed lunations. 
From the moment of the end of the latest intercalary 
month, the subsequent years or year or fraction thereof 
would be luni-solar only. Nonetheless, no difference will 
be there in the computed Adhikamasas in adding a few 
lunar months to the solar and taking them all to be solar. 
The maximum error committed in so doing will be of 
the order of (no. of days in a solar month minus no. 
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of days in a lunar month) multiplied by 36 X X £■$ 
of an adhikamasa, assuming that an adhikamasa would 
occur at the latest in 36 solar months. (In fact, an 
adhikamasa would occur on the average in 32|- solar 
months, but we have taken 36 roughly as the maximum 
figure in as much as the occurence of the Adhikamasa 
might be belated on account of the convention stipulated). 
Thus the error would be 36 X 2 X ^ X io = ifth of an 
adhikamasa at the maximum. Hence, we are directed not 
only to construe that all the years elapsed to be solar but 
also the subsequent lunations of the current luni-solar year 
also to be solar months. Thus getting the number of 
elapsed mouths from the beginning of the Kaliyuga, the 
computation of the Adhikamasas is formulated as follows. 
If in the course of 51840000 solar months of the Yuga 
there be 1593300 Adhikamasas then during the elapsed 
solar months what is the number of elapsed Adhika¬ 
masas ? The result is 

* X 1593300 ^ x X 159 3300 
51840000 796650 

51840000 

796650 

2 x x 

“ gg_4_2i' ®* nce Bhaskara knows that there will be two 

Adhikamasas roughly in 65 solar months, he performed the 

above operation. This shows that for every 65 solar months 

roughly there occur two Adhikamasas or more accurately 

a little less than two Adhikamas. So, taking, in the first 

instance 2/65 as the ratio of Adhikamasas to the number 

of solar months, Bhaskara tries to find as to what quantity 

is to be subtracted from 2. That is found as follows. If 

there be A adhikamasas in s solar months what will be the 

number of Adhikamasas in * solar months ? The result is 
A x 

^g a i n if there be two Adhikamasas roughly in 65 
solar months, how many will be there in * solar months ? 
The answer is — . But we have seen about that the 
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accurate number should be — — ^ ie. a little less than 

bo 

f—. The question is now to find the value of So, 
65 


, • 2 *>, A. x ; 2 * A x 

equating — — ^ to , l = — — = 

t 

= * ('—^ • Substituting for 2 s — 
2 X 51840000 - 65 X 1593300 W 115500 


V65 «/ 

65 A namely 


X = 


x X 115500 _* X 2 X 57750 

65 X 51840000 65 X 51840000 


_ 2 * ' 1 
65 51840000 

57750 


2 x . A*__2 2 2 * 

65 X 898 “ * 65 65 65 X 898 




as given. 


The procedure, adopted as above, is in a way a short 
cut in Hindu Astronomy to obtaining a convenient con¬ 
vergent to a continued fraction. Let us use the method 
of continued fractions; the number of Adhikamasas in 


* solar months is 


— ie. x X A Is = 
s 


x X 1593300 _ * X 5311 
51840000 17*2800 


Converting 


172800 

5311 


into a continued fraction we have 


32 + 


J_ J_ J_ 1 + 
1 + 1 + 6+2 


0g 

J_ _L J— - to which is a convergent 
1+ 1+ 18+4 2 


but a good convergent 


is 


245 

69 


As this good convergent 


is unwieldy, Bhaskara used 2/65 and made amends for the 
roughness introduced by adopting it. Wherever a con¬ 
venient convergent is not available, an easy and rough 
convergent is used and amends will be made for the rough- 
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ness resulting as follows. 


Let—be a fraction tojwhich 


^ is a convergent having small numbers as numerator and 
n 

denominator, so that —• is taken to be equal to ~ ^1 + ^ . 

Thus M = 2(l + J) or M » = Nm(l +1) 

Mm - Nm = ^ or •* = • In the present 

case M is the number of Adhikamasas, and N the number 

of solar months. — if taken to be 

n 


In this case * 


2 X Solar months 


65 X Adikamasas —2 X Solar months 
which is indicated in the commentary by Bhaskara. 


In this context, it may be mentioned that a Karana- 
grantba named Narasimha based upon Suryasiddhanta 
(A Karanagranfcha is a manual according which the Hindu 
calendar is computed with easy numbers without under¬ 
going the laborious process indicated in the treatises called 
Siddhantas like the present Siddhanta S'iromani. In 
these Karanagranfchas, instead of taking the beginning of 
the Kalpa or Mahayuga or the Yuga, as the epoch, a recent 
date ie. the date of the author of the Karariagrantha is 
taken as the epoch, and processes using approximations 
are adopted for the sake of ease. Naturally therefore these 
Karanas (as they are also called) get easily obsolete 
within the course of a few hnudreds of years so that a fresh 
Karana is called for preparation, if the calculations were 
to accord with the Siddhantas which those Karanas pro¬ 
fess to follow. In fact, the present Kararia of Narasimha 
written in 1338 S'aka year ie. in 1411 A.D. declares that 
a previous Karana named Tithicakra reported to have 
been written by one Mallikarjuna Suri grew obsoleto and 
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so, a fresh Karana is being written to accord with the 
original Surya Siddhanta, (Vide verses I, II of Narasimba) 

5c<f%|rr f 

’’ This Karana takes 3/98 instead of 2/65 as a 
convergent in computing the Adhikamasas, In this case 

the continued fraction becomes 32 + jq: j-p . So that 

the convergents are - 3 x 2 -, - 3 f, % 5 -, \\ Taking 98/3 as a 
convergent, let us see how it was sought to make amends 
for the roughness of the convergent. As per the Surya- 
siddhanta the number of Adhikamasas during the course 
of 51840000 solar months of a Yuga are 1593336 as against 
1598300 prescribed by Bhaskara, Hence putting 

1593336 _ 3 /, , 1\ 

51840000 98 V “ h x) 

. 66389 = 8_ /. , 1\ x = 3 X 2160000 

2160000 98 Y~ r X) * 66389 X 98-3 X 2160000 

= 248 very approximately. So Narasimha adopts for the 

Adhikamasas instead of ~(l — , the formula 3/98 


Having added the Adhikamasas so obtained to the 
solar months we have the lunations that have elapsed 
from the beginning of the Kaliyuga. Then the next proce¬ 
dure indicated is as follows. In an eclipse solar or lunar, 
the celestial latitude of the Moon has to be less than a 
particular limit for the occurence of an eclipse. Thus in 
the case of a solar eclipse the celestial latitude of the Moon 
must be less than 32', whereas in th8 case of a lunar 
eclipse it is to be less than 56'. Of course, for a solar 
eclipse to be possible anywhere on the earth, not for a 
given place* the limit is far higher as given in texts of 
modern astronomy namely p m + s + m — p s where p m is 
the horizontal parallax of the Moon, ps that of the 
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a.nd s and m the angular semidiameters of the Bon and 
the Moon. (This formnla we shall see later). This higher 
limit comes to 88.5'. The limit of 56' for the occurence 
of a lunar eclipse is the value of 

Pm + ps — s 4* m as we shall see later. 

The latitude of 56' of the Moon arises out of a longi¬ 
tude of 12° of the Moon with respect to a node, whereas 
the latitude of 32' arises out of a longitude of 7° with 
respect to the node. Since at an eclipse solar or lunar, 
the longitude of the Moon with respect to a node, is the 
same as the longitude of the Sun with respect to the same 
or opposite node, the latter must be 12° for the occurence 
of a lunar eclipse. But as the difference between the 
mean and true Suns is about 2°, the longitude is stipulated 
as 14°. In other words, for the oecurence of a lunar 
eclipse, the longitude of the Sun on the full-Moon day 
with respect to the nearer node shall be less than 14°. To 
compute this longitude of the Sun with respect to the 
nearer node on a full-Moon day, we are given the subse¬ 
quent procedure indicated in the verse. In 53433300000 
lunations of the Kalpa, the sum of the sidereal revolutions 
of the Sun and the Node (Bahu) (Sum because Rahu has 
a retrograde motion) is equal to 455231168 which is equal 
to 455231168 X 12 = 54627734016 Rashs. Then in one 
lunation what will be the increase of the longitude with 
respect to the Node ? The result is 

54627734016 __ - R , , 3583302048°/ 74652126 \ 

53433300000 ^ 5343330000 \ 111319375/ 

dividing by 48 both the numerator and denominator. 
Taking the first two digits in the numerator and denomi¬ 
nator of the fraction the fraction is approximately equal 
to ff or 2/3. Taking this as a convergent we make 
amends for the roughness as follows. 

74652126 _ 2/-, j_ 1\ . 2X111319375 

111319376 3V~ 1 V 8X74652126-2X111319375 
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222638750 

1317628 


= 169 approximately. 


Hence the increase 


of the San’s longitude with respect to a node is 


iM +i( i+ ia)' 1 


In the beginning of the Kali- 


yuga, the longitude of the node was 6 Rasrts—S° —13' and 
the arc moved by the Sun with respect to the node during 
the oourse of half a lunation is 0—16—20, so that their sum 
is 5—18—33. Here we have added for half a lunation 
beoause the context is a lunar eclipse and the beginning 
of the Kaliyuga was a New Moon day. Also, at the begin¬ 
ning of the Kali, the Mean Sun being at the zero-point 
of the zodiac, the negative longitude of the node only is 
the longitude of the Sun with respect to the node. Hence 
we have to add the above longitude of 5 —18 —33 to the 
longitude obtained through the above formulation I, which 

means 168°—33' is to be added to~(l + where * 

3 \ 169/ 


is the elapsed numbpr of lunations. Taking 168°—S3' as 


nearly equal to 168°—40', 

3 \ + 169/ + 3 3 

. . . (2* 4-503) 

approximately = ----' 


(l + 4) + 1681° 

(i -f —\ -f (i -f. J_\ 

\ 169/ ^ 3 \ ^ 169/ 

(1 4- 1/169) as formulated. 


Thus for * lunations, the longitude of the Sun with respect 
to the node is * Ras'is 4- —— ^1 4- • If this 

longitude falls short of 14°, we could except a lunar eclipse. 


Latter half of verse 3 and verses 4, 5, Particularity 
with respect to a solar eclipse. 

Add half a RSsd to the longitude previously obtained ; 
find out on which side the Sun lies, north or south ; com¬ 
pute the longitude of the Sun from the number of days 
43 
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elapsed after the Samkrama^a day (ie. the day on which 
the Son has left one Rash and entered another); obtain 
the hour-angle in nadis of the Sun at the ending moment 
of the Amavasya ie. at the moment ofNew Moon ; add or 
subtract one-fourth thereof in Rashs from the position of 
the Sun according as the Sun is in the Western or Eastern 
hemisphere j then finding the declination of that point 
and from the sum or difference of the declination and 
latitude of the place, obtain the zenith-distance of the 
culminating point of the ecliptic ; taking that point to be 
roughly the Vitribba ie. the point of the ecliptic which is 
90° behind the Sun on the ecliptic, find one-sixth of the 
zenith-distance ; taking the sum or difference of the result 
and the longitude of the Sun with respect to the node (got 
in the beginning by adding half a Rash to his position at 
full-Moon) if the result happens to fall short of 7°, then 
we could expeot a solar eclipse. 

If there be no eclipse at the current New Moon, then 
go on adding 1 Rash —0° —40 ; —-15 /; to the longitude of 
the Sun with respect to the Node (which will be bis longi¬ 
tude for the moment of the next New Moon) and repeating 
the procedure indicated, the occurence of an eclipse or 
otherwise could be known. If occurence be indicated then 
compute tbe actual positions of the San, Moon and Rahu 
and following the procedure to be indicated in the chapter 
on solar eclipses, the moment of the occurence of the 
eclipse and other relevant details could be computed, 

Comm, In the case of a lunar eclipse, the Manaik- 
yacdha ie. half the sahi of the diameters of the eolipsing 
and eclipsed bodies (namely the cross-section of the Earth’s 
shadow at the lunar orbit and the Moon) is 66'. This is 
the maximum limit to the celestial latitude of tbe Moon 
if an eclipse were to occur, and this latitude will be there 
if the longitude of the Moon with respect to the nearer node 
is 12°. Since a lunar eclipse occurs at tbe moment of a full 
Moon, the distance of the Sun then from the opposite nods 
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should be also 12° for the occurence of an eclipse. Since 
it is customary to check the occurence of an eclipse 
through SapatasOrya ie. longitude of the Sun with respect 
to the node (the prefix Sa is to signify that the sum of the 
Sun’s longitude and that of the node should be taken, as 
the longitude of a node is measured in the opposite dire¬ 
ction from the zero-point of the ecliptic) it is stipulated 
that the Sapatasurya should be 12° for the occurence of a 
lunar eclipse. But, as the True Sun might differ from 
the Mean by about 2°, and as we are concerned with the 
True Sun only, the limit is increased by 2°, so that a lunar 
eclipse may occur if the Sapatasurya happens to be less 
than 14°. Thus there is no more complication with res¬ 
pect to the occurence of a lunar eclipse than requiring the 
longitude of the Sapatasurya to be less than 14° for the 
occurence of a lunar eclipse. If this condition be satisfied, 
there will be an eclipse and that will be visible at all 
places, where there is night, since a body in shadow will 
not be seen from any place whatsoever. 


But, there is a complication with respect to the occur¬ 
ence of a solar eclipse namely that it is not a question of 
the Sun entering a .shadow. The Sun could never be 
shadowed. A solar eclipse occurs when the disc, of the 
Moon comes in between the Sun and an observer and 
obstructs a vision of the Sun’s disc. The Moon being very 
near us compared with the Sun, its coming in between the 
Sun and an observer may well be compared with a cloud 
obstructing the vision of the Sun. Just as, when a cloud 
..obstructs the vision of the Sun for an observer, it could 
not do so with respect to another who is situated at a 
distance, so also, if the Moon effects a solar eclipse for a 
particular place, it could not do so for all places. This is 
said to be due to parallax or Lambana as it is called (Befer 
fig. 64). It is so called because, when there is an eclipse 
of the Sun for an imaginary observer at the centre 0 of 
the Earth, the Moon intersecting in the line of sight, to 



Fig. 64 


the Sun, for an observer 1 0 ’ on the surface of the Earth, 
the Moon is not in the line of sight namely OS but hangs 
down that line — That phenomenon 

by which the Moon hangs down the line of sight). Hence 
it is not sufficient to say that the SapatasErya has a 
longitude of 7° to conclude the occurence of a solar 
eclipse for a place. If the Sapatasurya be less than 7°, 
certainly there will be a Bolar eclipse for some place on 
the earth but not for all places. So, to decide whether 
there will be a solar eclipse for a given place, we are 
to take into acoount the phenomenon of parallax. At 
every New Moon, the longitudes of the Sun and the 
Moon will be no doubt eqaal; yet the Moon may not 
obstruct a vision of the Sun, not being situated in the 
eoliptic plane, He may be above the ecliptic plane or 
below it and if he be within 32^ from the plane, a part of 
the Moon’s globe may hide a part of the Sun’s from the 
vision of certain observers who are situated about the point 
o' of fig. 64. But suppose an observer is at 0. For him. 
there is no eclipse at all as could be seen from the figure, 
As the observer moves away and away from O' towards 0, 
the effect of parallax will be greater and greater in longi¬ 
tude, whereas, as the observer moves away and away from 
0' towards 0* (where Oj is the geocentric pole of the oirdlo 



(c) shown in the figure) along the circle of intersection of 
the Barth with a plane through CO' perpendicular to the 
plane of the paper, where O x is a point on the earth such 

that SCO=90° the effect.of parallax will be greater and 
greater in latitude. In other words the parallax has both 
an effect in longitude as well as in latitude. When it has 
an effect in longitude only it is called Lambana, whereas, 
when it has an effect in latitude, it is called Nati. (Thus the 
translation of * parallax ’ as Lambana alone is not fully 
correct, though at times the parallax may have its com¬ 
plete effect in longitude only or in latitude only). Bor the 
observer who moves in the ecliptic plane only as the one 
moving from O' towards 0, the parallax will have its entire 
effect in longitude only and for the observer moving in the 
perpendicular plane from O' to 0! mentioned before, the 
parallax will have its entire effect in latitude only. Bor 
observes other than the two above, it will have effect both 
in longitude and latitude also. When parallax effeots 
longitude the time of conjunction is preponed or post¬ 
poned, whereas when it effeots latitude, the latitude of the 
Moon appears to have increased or decreased. When it 
increases, no eclipse occurs and when it decreases an 
eclipse does occur. At O', the latitude will be exactly what 
has been computed ; at the point of intersection 0" of the 
join of the centres of the San and Moon with the surface 
of the Earth, parallax nullifies the latitude and on the great 
circle 0' 0" there will be parallax in latitude only effecting 
the magnitute of the latitude. 


It will be seen that for the point 0", the Sun and the 
Moon are in the;zenith, so that neither will suffer from 
parallax. Bor the point 0 the Sun will be on the 
horizon and the Moon being depressed below the horizon 
though he is in geocentric conjunction the parallax in 
longitude or larhbana is maximum and the occurence of 
the New Moon had already elapsed 4 n5dis ago. 
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it will be seen that at the points Oj and O a where 0, ia the 
other geocentric pole of the circle (c) drawn there cannot 
he an eclipse, the latitude being ineresaed (as per Hindu 
astronomy) by 48' — 46". In fact, there will be eolipse 
for tlie places on either side of 0" (the point of intersection 
of the join of the centres of the Bun and Moon with the 
Earth’s surface) to such a distance as will increase the 
latitude to 32' only. For the other places on 0' 0" beyond 
these points, the latitude of the Moon exceeds this limit 
and so there will be no eclipse. Further clarification of 
Lambana and Nati will be given later. 


The above analysis underlies our investigation for the 
occurence of a solar eclipse. Sapatasurya might be less 
than 7°, but it does not mean that every place will enjoy 
an eclipse. So, for the place concerned, we have to see 
that, even after taking into account the parallax in 
labitude ie. in Natl, still the latitude will be less than 32'. 
To obtain this parallax in latitude, the method adopted is 
to find it at the point called Vithribha, (nonagesimal) 
ie. the point whioh is behind the Lagna the rising 
point of the Ecliptic by 90°; for, as we shall see in the 
Chapter on Solar eclipses, the parallax in latitude at the 
Vitribha will be equal to the parallax in latitude at any 
point of the ecliptic. In other words, wherever be the Sun 
and Moon on the ecliptic (Moon also being very near the 
node may be taken roughly to lie on the ecliptic) to 
compute the amount by whioh the latitude is increased, we 
compute it for the Vitribha, and this will hold good for 
the arbitrary position of the Moon, for, there also the 
•latitude will be increased by the same amount. The 
procedure given in verse 4 is to locate the Vitribha from 
the position of the Sun and to find its zenith-distance to 
compute the Nati j or rather, it is to locate the culminating 
'point and taking it roughly to be Vitribha, to compute 
the influence of Nati on the latitude or S'ara. If it were 
tally to find the Vitribha, it could be computed from the 
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lagna of the moment of New Moon, Computation of the 
zenith-distance of the Vitribha is a little cumbrous, so 
that, for brevity, it is sought to compute the culminating 
point, obtain its declination and thereby its zenith-distance 
which could be taken to be the zenith-distance of the 
Vitribha also, from which the Nati is calculated. 

We are directed to obtain first the Nata or the hour 
angle of the Sun for the moment of New Moon. We know 
on that particular New Moon day how long Amavasya 
will last after Sun-rise ie. we know when the actual 
moment of New Moon occurs on that day. We also know 
the duration of day time on that day so that subtracting 
the time of occurence of the New Moon after Sun-rise 
from half the duration of day, we obtain the hour angle of 
the Sun (Nata) in nadis, Now the Moon’s longitude is 
effected by parallax, the effect being depression of the 
Moon. It is roughly estimated that the hour angle ex¬ 
pressed in nadis is increased by l of its value on account 
of this. Strictly speaking the effect of parallax is far more 
on the position of the Moon than on the Sun. But the 
Hindu procedure apparently treats the Sun alone for 
parallax. The reason is that at the moment of geocentric 
conjunction of the Sun and the Moon, when we consider 
the combined effect of parallax on the Moon and the Sun 
at once, for a given place, we may as well oompute the 
relative position of the Sun effected by parallax. Let the 
hour-angle of the Sun in nadis be x. Then effected hour- 

angle will be x (1 -f i) = nadis. But each Rash being 

taken roughly to rise in 5 nadis, the hour-angle in Rashs 
will be 5&/4 -r 6 Rashs #/4. Hence we are directed to 
divide the hour-angle of the Sun in nadis to divide by 4. 
This x/4 being substracted from the longitude of the Sun, 
we get the longitude of the culminating point. Then we 
are directed to obtain the deolination of the culminating 
point from the formula H sin ft — H sin « x H sin X + R, 
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This declination of the culminating point being known, 
and the latitude being known, its meridian zenith-distance 
could be got. Take that to be roughly the zenith-distance 
of the Vitribba. Then an approximate estimate of the 
effect in latitude is obtained as follows. Let the zenith- 
distance of the Vifcribha be *. Then if we have for 
H sin z — R, the maximum effect of 48' — 46" in the 
latitude, what shall we have for H sin 46° ? The result is 


H sin 45 X 48' - 46" 
3438 


2431 

3438 


X 48' - 46" = 34' - 30". 


Then again another approximate estimate is made as 
follows. Let the Sapatasurya (Sapatasurya = longitude 
of the Sun or what is the same of the Moon with respect 
to the Node) be X. Then for * — 15°, we have a latitude 
of 70'. That being so, for a variation of 34' — 30" in the 
latitude, what will be the corresponding variation in the 
longitude ? 


The result is = ^ X ^ = -gg - 7° ^ whioh is 

roughly one-sixth of 45°. Hence if the zenith-distance of 
the culminating point taken to be the Vitribha be 45°‘ 
the variation in the Sapata surya (= Sapata chandra) 
will be one-sixth thereof. Hence we are asked to inorease 
or decrease as the may be, the Sapata surya by l/6th. 
If the resulting Sapatasurya be less than 7°. there may be 
an eclipse. When the lunar orbit lies north of the ecliptic, 
the culminating point of ecliptic being south of the zenith, 
the latitude of the Moon is decreased by parallax, so that, 
we have to decrease the Sapatasurya; whereas when the 
lunar orbit is then south of the ecliptic, the effect of 
parallax is to increase the latitude and consequently, we 
have to increase the Sapatasurya. Or again when the 
culminating point of the ecliptic is north of the zenith and 
the lunar orbit is north of the ecliptio, parallax appears 
to increase so that we have to inorease the SapataeErya; 
when, at that morqent the lunar orbit is south of 
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the ecliptic, parallax appears to decrease the latitude so 
that we have to decrease the Sapatasurya. 


The proportion that 70' of latitude correspond to 15* 
of Sapata-chandra is due to the formula 

H sin 15° X H sin TT . 

--~ sm ^ Using logarithms, 


log sin /J = 9*4130 4* 8*8946 == 8*3076 so that 

Q = i® — 10' = 70'. This proportion could be used 
because the Moon is within 15° of the Node. Hence when 
we are investigating the occurence of a solar eclipse, 
application of rule of three is not unjustified or crude. 


Herein, Bhaskara assumed the zenith-distance of 
the nonagesimal to be round about 45° and drew a 
conclusion that the effect in the longitude on account of 
parallax in latitude is one-sixth of the zenith-distance. 
Instead if the zenith-distance be assumed to be z, the 


result would be 


48' — 43" X sin z X 15 
70 


21 

2 


sin z which 


may be taken as a better approximation. If, on the other 
hand the modern value of 67’ of the lunar parallax be 


taken, 


the result would be 


57 sin z X 15 
70 


= 12 sin z 


approximately which is a better value. 


In this calculation, it is better to compute the zenith- 
distance of the nonagesinal using modern methods instead 
of assuming the nonagesimal to be on the meridian. 
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LUNAR ECLIPSES 


Verse 1, The ritualistic purpose served at the time 
of an eclipse. 

Scholars of Smrtis and pura^as declare that prayer, 
charity or offerings to gods made in fire at the moment of 
an eclipse conduce to much spirituality. Hence I give 
hereunder the methods of computing the moment of an 
eclipse (lunar or solar) in as much as such a knowledge 
apart from its religious importance, is also wrought with a 
beautiful mathematical treatment. 

Verse 2. The initial procedure to be adopted to 
compute an eclipse. 

To know the occurence of a solar eclipse, find the 
exact moment of the New Moon, which is indicated by the 
equality of longitudes of the Sun and the Moon, and to 
know the occurence of a lunar eclipse compute the exact 
moment of the full Moon which is indicated by the fact 
that M = S + 180° where M and S are the longitudes of 
the Moon and the Sun, agreeing in degrees, minutes and 
seconds, though differing in Basis by six. Also compute 
the longitude' of the Node (Rahu) for the moment as 
directed. 

Comm. Having ascertained the possibility for the 
occurence of a solar eclipse, we are directed to compute 
the positions of the Sun, the Moon and Rahu for the day 
of the New Moon. The Sun and the Moon are to be 
rectified for corrections like Desantara, Bhujantara, 
Udayantara etc. From the elongation of the Moon the 
tithi is to be computed and the method of successive 
approximations called Chalana Karma is to be used to 
obtain the exact moment of conjunction. This process of 
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Chslana is as follows. At first knowing the elongation of 
the Moon at Sunrise, by rule of three, using the then daily 
motions of the Sun and Moon, the moment of the 
conjunction is to be computed. Again the positions of 
the Sun and Moon are to be computed for that moment 
and also their daily motions are to be rectified for the 
moment. With these rectified daily motions and with, the 
then positions of the Sun and the Moon, again the 
moment of conjunction is to be computed. Repeating the 
process till an invariable answer is reached, we have the 
exact moment of conjunction. For that moment, the 
position of the Rahu is also to be calculated. Similar 
is the procedure for a lunar eclipse also. It is to be 
noted that the correction called Natakarma, which we 
formerly identified to be the correction for ‘ Astronomical 
Refraction 1 is also prescribed here as particularly 
mentioned by Bhaskara, in the commentary. (Vide verses 
68, 69 Spastadhikara). 

Verse 3. The magnitudes of the orbits and the 
orbital radii of the Sun and Moon. 

The distances of the oentres of the globes of the Sun 
and the Moon from the centre of the Barth in yojanas are 
respectively 689377 and 51666, 

Comm. We saw in the KakshadhySya of the first 
chapter as to how these distances were estimated. Some 
scholars pronounced these distances are parameters; but 
as per the modern estimate of the Earth’s radius as 
oompared with that of Bhaskara, (The method indicated 
by him in the Bhuparidhimanadhyaya of chapter I, is 
quite mathematical) a yojana equals five modern miles 
and with this correspondence, the distance of the Moon 
is very near the truth. So to say that the distances 
given above are mere parameters is wrong; also if one 
of the parameters gives a correct value of the quan* 



tity in question, the other also should; but because 
the latter does not, to call them parameters is merely 
meaningless. 


It is inbersafcing to note that in the commentary under 
this verse» Bhaskara says “ If for a circumference of 3927, 
the diameter will be 1250, ...” This means that Bhaskara 


8927 

takes 77 — J 25 Q = 3*1416 which compares very well with 

the modern value 3T4159, The value of 77 adopted 
by Bhaskara in this, seems to have been taken from Lalla- 
charya’s Sisyadbivrcldhida, Chandragraha^adhikara verse 
no. 3. 
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Verse 4. Computation of what is called the 1 Kala- 
karria '. 


The radius vector is to be computed even in the case 
of the Equation of centre as we did in the case of S'rghra- 

R2 

phala. If it be ‘ K *, q H g will be what is Kalakarna 
both in* the oase of the Sun, as well as the Moon. 


Comm . While obtaining the Equation of centre, the 
r sin m 

formula used was —g— whereas, strictly speaking, it 
should have been as in the case of the S'lghraphala, after 

T 

effecting the so called * Karnanupata ’ g sinm, While 

trying to answer why this Karpanupata was not done there 
also, Brahmagupta gave such an answer as made Bhaskara 
exclaim 4 ?Tcft fafersrr ' i.e. 1 It is really curious 

in this respect,' Bhaskara was really a most rational 
type of astronomer, and one will not fail to appreciate his 
sense of rationality when. he . declares that .(!_) 

and when he was 
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unable to adduce a proof he declares (2) { 

5 meaning thereby (1) ‘In this branoh of science, we 
reckon only such an authority which has a proof behind 
it ie. which could be substantiated * and (2) ‘ There is no 
proof in this but accordance with observations alone 
has to be taken as a proof ’. 

Though in the case of formulating the equation of 
centre Kariianupata was not stipulated to simplify matters, 
as there was not much difference, the Equation of centre 
being generally small. It is to answer such contexts as 
this that Bhaskara said in the G-oladhyaya 


ie. ‘If we in some particular 
context do not mention certain things it should not be 
condemned because in such contexts, (1) there is not 
much difference or (2) no useful purpose is served to 
a good extent or (3) it is too clear as does not require 
to be mentioned (4) the procedure implies a lot of 
oumbrous calculations and the result is after all negli¬ 
gible and (5) Mention will make the work on hand 
too unwieldy and brevity which is the soul of wit is 
to be sacrificed. In the present context this procedure 
of * rectification of the Karna’ is sought to improve 
matters. Bhaskara’s words 6 sRof? 

T: J seem really to imply that in the formula 

g H sin m for the equation of centre in the place of R, 

we are called upon to substitute really K. Though we had 
been in default for not doing so in the context of the 
Equation of centre, there is no reason why we should not 
make up the deficiency in this context. So, therefore, 
this rectification of Kar#a is stipulated here. 
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The procedure originally called for a rectification is 
that taking K to be R, we have to compute r and again 
taking the resulting K to be R, we have to compute r and 
so on repeating the process till an invariable value for K is 
obtained. This means that we should go on substituting 

for r } ~ . Instead of following this laborious process 
R 

of ‘ Asakrt*Karma ’ ie. method of successive approxi¬ 
mations, Bhaskara gives an alternative in the verse, whieh 
is as follows. 


Let K be the value of the Karria, for a value r of r. 
Since we are directed to make this E as R, ie, we have to 
add R—K to K thus making it R, we add also R—K to R, 
to keep the relative position of R and K to be almost' the 


same. 


In other words considering the fraction 


K 

R’ 


adding 


R~K to both the numerator and denominator we have 


R 

2R-K 


whieh means that for a radius 2 R —K, the Karna 


will be R; that being so for a Radius R what will be the 

R 2 

Karna ? The result is —=, as given. 

2 K—K 


It will be noted that the above interpolative procedure 
is adopted as a short cut technique to the otherwise 
laborious process. The mathematical correctness of this 
procedure will be seen from the following analysis. 

The problem is to change the Mandaparidhi to a 
radius K of the deferent by the formula (as indicated by 

Bhaskara in the course of the commentary) r' = r ^ 

R 

so that dr = r 1 ~~ r = - r = (1) Now we 

a 1 $ 

have K a = R a 4- r 2 -h 2 R r cos m construing R and m as 
constants we have to find $ K for. $ r 
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Differentiating 2K2>K = 2rgr -f 2 R oos m & r 

^ -ir _ d r (r + R cos m) -o . i. a 
le. ©& = --g-- . But from fig. 65 

(which is a portion of the epioyclic figure) 



✓s 

Mj = 180 —m 


y\ 

Oj =» Q »■ Mandaphala 


/\ 

M 2 =» m—Q 


r—K cob m — 0 —R cos m so that r+R cos m~~K as (m ~Q). 
Substituting in the above, 


&K 


8 r X K cos m—Q 
K 


$ r oos m —0 


But &r from (I) is L0L_?) 

±4 

S K - oos m—Q. But from the tri- 

Jti 

angle of fig. 65. K — R cos 0 + r oos m-0 so that 
r oos m—Q — K—R cos 0 . But 0 being small cos 0 may 
be taken to be unity so that r cos m—0 = K—R. Again 
substituting in the above 

gK— f(2) Now as per -the formulation of 


Bhaskara 


K 1 


R a 


R s 


R 


R 


2 R—K R-f-R-K i-j-R—K l-(K-R) 


R 


r(i 


R 

K-Rr 1 


R 




i \ i 


K—R 
R 


< 1, expanding binomially. 
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k 1 =e(i + ^+^ ! ) = e + k-e + 0 ^! 

— K -f .-. K 1 —K = $ K = ^ K ~p^ as found 

R W 

above. 


Note. Bhaskara, having formulated this, appeals to 
‘ Dhulikarma ’ ie. arithmetical computation, for convin- 
cing those who may not be able to follow his logic. Here 
one may note also the wrong directive given by the 
Sams'odhaka in the text. The proof furnished by us above 
gives a mathematical veracity to Bhaskara’s formulation. 

Verse 5. To rectify the Yojanakarpa or the spatial 
radius Vector. 

The above Kalakarna multiplied by the Kar$a given 
in Ysjanas and divided by the Radius gives the rectified 
Yojanakarna. 

Comm. In the formula given above 

R 

whioh is in units of spatial minutes (on the scale of R=3438). 

where K' is the rectified Kala-kar^a, and y the 

Ysjanakarna given in verse 3, gives the rectified Yojana¬ 
karna. 

Second half of verse 6. The spherical radii of the 
Sun and the Moon. 

The spherical diameters of the Sun and the Moon are 
respectively 6522 and 480 Yojanas. 

Comm. The word-* Bimba ’ is used to connote the 
spherical diameter. The diameter of Moon as given will 
be equal to 480X5=2400 miles in modern terms which 
is not far from truth. Once we accept that the method 
indicated by us in the Kakshadhyaya of chapter I was that 
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followed by the ancient Hindu Astronomers to estimate 
the distance of the Moon, the spherical radius the hori¬ 
zontal parallax, the orbital radius pertaining to the Moon 
could all be deduced and the magnitudes so deduced accord 
with their average values in modern astronomy. • The 
magnitudes pertaining to the Sun however 9 should be 
deemed as parameters. 

Verse 6. e— ——= 2 a where e — Earth’s 

Ks 

diameter, s *» The Sun’s diameter; Km =< Moon’s dis¬ 
tance from the Earth’s centre ; Ks = The Sun’s distance 
from the Earth’s centre, and a — radius of the Earth’s 
shadow cone at the lunar orbit. 

Comm. In fig. 66, let CD be the radius of the Earth’s 
shadow cone at the lunar orbit. Required to find the 
magnitude of CD. Triangles DEE and ESC are similar 


* 




40 


Pig, 67 




Fig. 70 


where DF and EG are drawn parallel to VBA the 
common tangent. 

EF_?G . ie-a b-ie 

be - m 101 ~®r~ = ~sr~ 


* • 
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where u — FB » CD required 

r 

a — $ \ e — 
l 

being what is called Rahu-Bimba or diameter of the 
Earth’s shadow cone at the lunar orbit which is called 
Ku-bha Vistrfci in the verse (Ku — Earth ; Bha = Shadow ; 
Vistjti — diameter). 


Em 
K s 


(s 


e n 


I as formulated 2a 


Note (1) We shall prove that this formula accords 
with the modern formula given for the radius of the 
shadow cone. Divide I throughout by 2 Km, so that 


a 

Km 


- «/2Km 


<—g) 

2 Ks 


II 


But from fig. 67. a/K m = sin E - E = angular 

radius of the shadows cone expressed in radius. From fig. 68 , 

e s 

2 = Horizontal parallax of the Moon ; = sin E 

✓X. 

= E = angular radius of the Sun expressed in radians 
from fig. 69; and e/ 2 K a = (from fig. 70) Horizontal 
parallax of the Sun. Thus Equation II means p — P — 
cr 4* P 1 HI where p = angular radius of the' shadow cone, 
P = Horizontal parallax of the Moon ; P 1 = that of the 
Sun and <r - angular radius of the Sun. 


Note (2) If we don’t divide I by 2 K m , we have the 
radius of the shadow-oone in Yojanas, substituting the 
values of e and s, Km and K*. 


Note (3) It is worth hearing Bhsskara in his 
commentary under this verse. Observe the Sun’s diso 
while rising on the day when his true motion is equal to 
his mean, with a compass composed of two rods hinged at 
one end and carrying a protractor at the other. We get 
the mean diameter of the Sun equal to 32’ - 81" - 33 //; . 
Similarly, observe the Moon’s diso on a full*moon*day 



when his true motion equals the mean. It will Be 32' - 
0" - 9"'. 

Note (4) Substituting the values of P, P 1 and <x in 
III £ = 5W~4Z" -f 3'SI" - 16'-16" = 40'-23" = Angular 
radius of the shadow-cone at the lunar orbit which almost 
accords with the modern value 41/-49". 

Note (5) One may wonder as to how, taking wrong 
values for s and Ks, such a correct value could be obtained 
for P. In equation II, a, Km, e are all near the truth so 
that the terms effected are s/K and e/Ks ; but both s and 
Ks being parameters s/Ks comes off alright, which is the 
angular radius of the Sun’s disc which oould be measured. 
The only vitiating term is e/K$ which is the horizontal 
parallax of the Sun which was overestimated unwittingly 
by a wrong supposition as indicated in the Kakshadhyaya. 
However e/Ks comes to be 3'~57” and this overestimate is 
mitigated to some extent that the Earth has an atmos¬ 
phere which boosts the angular radius of the shadow cone 
by about 1' and the remainder of the overestimate makes 
amends for the smaller value of P taken. 

Verse 7. To convert spatial measures into angular 
measure. The diameters of the Sun, the Moon, and Rahu 
in Yojanas multiplied by R — 3438', and divided 
respectively by Ks, K m and K m give their angular measures. 


Comm. 


From fig. 69, 


s/2 

Es 


A A 

= sin E = E expressed 


in radians = E' = —~ which means that 

the angular radius of the Sun is got by multiplying s/2 
ie. the spherioal radius of the Sun by R — 8438 and divid¬ 
ing by Ks as mentioned. Similar is the case with respect 
to the other two. 


Note. The word Ka&karapa is used to signify ‘To 
convert into angular measure. 
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Verse 8. An alternative method of obtaining the 
angular radii. 


The daily motion of the Sun increased by one*tenth 
of its value and halved, gives the angular diameter*of the 
Sun. The Moon’s daily motion multiplied by 3 and 
divided by 72, gives the angular diameter of the Moon. 
Or the daily motion of the Moon being decreased by 715 
and divided by 25 and the result being added to 29 gives 
the angular diameter of the Moon. 


Comm. This method gives in an easy way the true 
angular radii. The formulae given are s' = \s x (l-f-xV) 1 
3 m x m x — 715 


and m' 


+ 29. This may be eluoi- 


74 ” 25 

dated as follows. The argument used is “If the spherical 
diameter of 6522 Yojanas corresponds to a spatial daily 
motion of 11858f Yojanas, what angular diameter corres¬ 
ponds to the angular daily motion s x The proportion¬ 
ality is clear and the result is 

= 2 -6088 . Converting 
11858f 47435 ° 47435 

fraction, it is 
111111 


into a continued 


1+ 1+ 4+ 1+ 1+ 94* 


The penultimate convergent is 


11/20 = J (l + Tff)* The formula follows. 


Similar calculation gives m’. 


Note. Th0 advantage of these formulae is that they 
are not only easy but also adopting the true daily motion 
we have the true angular radii. This procedure was 
adopted by Bhaskara from Brahmagupta. The latter, how¬ 
ever, prescribes a nearer convergent namely 10/247 but 


17 

actually is the nearest convergent. 


The next formula namely m f 


m 1 — 725 
29 


+ 29 is 


approximate. This may be elucidated as follows. Let the 
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daily motion be 716; then as per the previous formula the 

angular diameter should be-& X 715 = * 28 — =29' 

74 74 74 

very approximately. The mean daily motion is 790 which 
corresponds to 32' of angular diameter. Taking advant¬ 
age of this arithmetical correlation namely that the excess 
of 3' over 29' corresponds to 75' of daily motion. Bhaskara 

gives the formula m' — — —■— 4- 29. This formula 

25 

correctly holds good when m x = 740, for, equating 

I = + 29 = >* wil1 be e,3ual t0 m - 

For other values between 715 and above it holds very 
approximately. Thus, when m 1 = 715, in' = 28 y§ ie. 29 
when ?n x = 740, m' = 30, when m 1 = 765, m f ~ 31 y 1 ^ 
(error T V) when m 1 — 790, m' - 32 # T (error F \) and so on. 

Verse 9. An alternative method of finding the 
angular diameter of the shadow cone, 

2 p = 2/15 m % - 5/12 s, where m x and s x are the daily 
motions of the Moon and the Sun respectively. 

Comm. In the previous verse, we had formulae to 
compute the diameters of the discs of the Sun and Moon, 
knowing their daily motions. Since in praotioe we have 
these daily motions computed for every day, so the compu¬ 
tation based upon those daily motions conduces to ease in 
the matter of calculation. Now in this verse, the radius 
of the shadow cone is also calculated in terms of the daily 
motions of the Sun and the Moon, which is more an 
ingenious device adopted in praotioe. The elucidation of the 
formula depends on the following technique as conceived 
by the Hindu astronomers. In as much as the Sun’s 
sphere is far bigger than that of the Barth, the shadow of 
the Barth assumes the form of a cone. From a knowledge 
of the decrease in the diameter, as we proceed from the 
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Sun to the Earth and a knowledge of the Sun's distance, 
we can compute similar decrease as we proceed from the 
Earth to the lunar orbit knowing the distance of the 
Moon. Such a decrease measured in Yojanas is termed by 
Bhaskara as ‘ ’ ie. Yojanas of deorease in 

diameter. It was this concept that led to the formulation 

of 2a in Yojanas in the form 2a = e — of verse 

Kfi 

6 and is indeed based upon the similarity of triangles as 
proved by us in that context. Dividing the above equation 
by 2 Km, we have 


a/K 


m 



(s—e) 

K 8 


I 


Dividing a, e and ( s — e) thus by the distances K m and Ks is 
termed ‘Kala-Karana ’ ie. converting spatial distance 
into angular measure. Thus dividing a by K m is con¬ 
verting the radius of the shadow cone into angular measure 
at the lunar orbit; dividing \e by K m is estimating the 
angular measure of the earth's radius as seen from the 
Moon’s distance or what is the same the horizontal parallax 
of the Moon, whereas dividing Ja by Ks is getting the 
angular radius of the Sun’s diso as seen from the Earth 
and dividing \e by K« is getting the angular radius of the 
Earth’s disc as seen from the Sun or what is the same the 
horizontal parallax of the Sun. 


Equation I which gives a/K m the angular radius of 

the shadow cone, may also bejinterpreted as follows. —- 

2 Km 

nr Horizontal parallax of the Moon as mentioned above 

A 

which is equal to the angle (fig. 66) ECB, for, ie - EB ; 

K m = EC so that */2Km - EB/EC = sin ECB = ECB 
expressed in radian measure. Also w , .. 

Hi = SA-QA = sa = sin S 9(J = SB G = S VB 
8E SE 
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(alternate angle) = Bemivertical angle of the shadow oon© 

(say 6). Now ECB - EYB = GED - angular measure 
of CD ie. the angular radius of the shadow cone (expressed 
in radian measure). 

Converting J«/K m into angular measure, the propor¬ 
tion used by Bhaskara is “ If by the daily spatial motion 
of 11859J Yojanas of the Moon, we have its daily motion 
in arc, what shall we have for e = 1681 Yojanas ? The 
result is 1681/11869J m v Converting the coefficient into 

1111 mu 

a continued fraction we have — ~ — ^ . The 

penultimate convergent is T V Hence e/Km = xi 

Converting J into aro » ^ 6 proportion used is 

“If by the daily spatial motion of 11859f Yojanas, we have 
the daily motion of what shall we have for s— e - 

6622—1581 = 4941 Yojanas?” The result 

Converting the coefficient into a continued fraction, we 

have 2 + f3~ i+ i^6 • penultimate convergent is T %. 

Henoe, the result is & s v 

* 

Note (1) It might be asked whether the Hindu 
astronomers used the theory of continued fractions. The 
answer is, they did though they did not write the con¬ 
tinued form in the form we do now. They arranged the 
successive quotients in a vertical line and called the 
column as a Valli ’ or ‘creeper'. One may refer to the 
chapter in Bhaskara's Bijagamita on ‘Rutfcaka* in this 
oontexfc. 

Note (2) The formula derived above to obtain tne 
Rabu-Bimba or diameter of the shadow* oone at the lunar 
orbit, is one whioh oould be conveniently used in praotioe, 
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for, as mentioned before, the daily motions of the Moon 
and the Sun are ready computed for every day. Also the 
advantage in using this formula is that besides the faot 
that wa need to deal only with small quantities instead of 
the big numbers of Yojanas, the true value for the day of 
eclipse is got by using the true daily motions. Using the 
mean daily motions, however, we have for the mean 
diameter, x % m 1 — x % s x = X 79CK-35" — X 69'-8" 
= 105 | — 25 | — 81 very approximately. 


Note (3) In obtaining a convergent for - , since 

JtjLO 

the values of s and Ks are parameters s/K s is got alright, 
where — is more exaggerated as the value of the hori¬ 


zontal solar parallax. By this term the result is increased 
to an extent of 3' out of which V is mitigated by the fact 
that we have to take the earth's atmosphere also into 
consideration, for, that will increase the radius of the 
shadow to ^jth of its value. 


Note (4) The last line of verse (9) is “ The earth’s 
shadow eclipses the Moon, and the Moon eclipses the 
Bun ”, This statement is deliberately made by Bhaskara 
to remove the misconception in the minds of lay men who 
wrongly believe the usage of the words and 

ifet-pRcT used in the calendars even today and the 
mythological puranic story associated with Rahu and Ketu 
depicting that a serpent devours the Sun and the Moon. 
In fact the shadow of the earth which eclipses the Moon 
and the shadow of the Moon which hovers on the earth 
at the time of a solar eclipse do resemble the tail of a 
serpent. 

Verse 10. To obtain the latitude of the Moon. 

Viksepa or S'ara as it is also called ie. the latitude 
of the Moon is obtained by the formula 

= H sin X 270 an( j ^ w *jj | Iiave game direction as 
R 

4ft 
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the Moon with respect to the ecliptic where A is the longi¬ 
tude of the Moon with respect to the nearer node and 
270' or 4$° is taken to be the inclination of the lunar 
orbit'to the ecliptic or what is the same, the maximum 
latitude of the Moon, 

Comm. The formula is evident and similar to that 
for calculating the declination of the Sun. Thus 

H sin ft H sin X X H i But since ft small 

, , , 10 , i n H sin A X 270' 

and also 4fwe can take ft — - — - 

The argument used by Bhaskara, however, is ‘ If by 
a H sin X equal to B, we have the maximum latitude of 
270', what shall we have for H sin X V The result is as 
given. 

Note, The modern value for i the inclination of the 
lunar orbit to the ecliptic is given to vary between 4°~68' 

Verse 11. The definition of the magnitude of a lunar 
eclipse, 

Sthagita or the magnitude of an eclipse is defined 
as P-f- r ~f*y6 where P and r are respectively the radii of 
the eclipsing and eclipsed bodies and ft is the latitude of 
the Moon. If the Sthagita is greater than 2r, then the 
eclipse is total. 
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Comm , In fignre 71, the “eclipsing body is just con¬ 
tacting the eclipsed body. Taking the case of a lunar 
eclipse, the latitude then of the Moon is evidently P+r 
ie. 3 =P+r holds good at the moment of first con¬ 
tact. (0) is the cross-section of the shadow-cone at the 

lunar orbit and (M) is the Moon, 
(fig. 72) f CB+AM-GM = CB+AB-f 
BM—CM = AB-j-(CB+BM) —CM = 
AB+CM—CM = AB 
•\ P+r-^8—AB = Sthagita. Thus 
Sthagita gives the portion of the 
diameter of the eclipsed body which 
is shadowed. The eclipsed body is 
termed the Chadya, the eclipsing 
body as the Chadaka and P+?* as 
the Manaikya-ardha ie. half the 
sum of the diameters of the eclipsing 
and eclipsed bodies. 

When the Sthagita exceeds the diameter of the 
eclipsed body the eclipse is evidently total ie., when 


Verse 12. Duration of the eclipse and duration of 
its totality. 

Sthiti-Khanda Duration of 

the eclipse 

Marda-Khanda = v^r—r) g — ffi X 60 — •§ Duration of 

m 1 —s 1 totality 

where P is the radius of the shadow-cone, r the radius of 
the Moon's disc, fi its latitude taken to be constant during 
the eclipse, m x and s x the daily motions of the Moon and 
Sun respectively. 

Comm. (1) The time between the moment of first 
oontaot and the middle of the eolipse or the moment of 




opposition or conjunction as the case may be is called 
Spar d a-Sthiti-Khanda. 

(2) The time between the middle of the eclipse and 
the moment of last contact is called the MoJcsa-Sthiti - 
Khanda. 

(3) The time between the commencement of total 
eclipse,and the middle of the eclipse is called the Sammi- 
lana-Marda-Khanda. 

(4) The time between the middle of the eclipse and 
the end of total eolipse is called Unmllana-Marda-Khanda. 

The suffix Khanda meaning ‘half' is generally omit¬ 
ted while refering to these phases. In the above verse 
we are given formulae for Sthiti-Khanda and Marda- 
Khanda only without specifying whether they pertain to 
Sparta or Moksa. Though the same formulae serve 
for both the Spars'a phase as well as the Moksa phase 
under the supposition that does not vary, it will be 
noted that the Spars'a-Sthiti-Khanda will not be equal to 
Moksha-Sthiti-Khanda and that the Spars'a-Manda- 
Khanda will not be equal to the Moksha-Marda' Khanda 
in as much as B changes from moment to moment. . 

In fig. 73, let C 2 be the position of the eclipsing body 
at the moment of .first contact and C 3 its position at the 
moment of laBt contact. In the figure is shown only one 
position of the Moon’s disc signifying that we may con¬ 
sider the motiomof the eclipsing body keeping the eclipsed 
body fixed (or what is the.same relative to the position of 
the eclipsed body). It is evident from the fig. that CjM = 
C a M = P-f -t so that OjM C 3 is an Isosceles triangle. Let 
MN be the X ar dropped from M on Oj. C*.. Cj C 3 is the 
ecliptic because the centre of the shadow will be moving 
along the eoliptic, for, in fig. 66, SE the ecliptic passes 
through D the centre of the cross-section of the. sh'$dow- 
eone, as well as through the vertex V of the shadow-cone. 



m 



Fig. 73 


MN is therefore the latitude of the Moon. Since the lati¬ 
tude is not the same at the moment of first contact and 
that of the last contaot, the figure drawn doe3 not 
represent the true figure but only a figure drawn on the 
supposition that Q remains the same and Oj Move3 relative 
to M. From the figure CiN 2 = (P-N*) 2 — = 


The Sthiti-Khanda defined in this verse is the time 
taken by Ci to reach the position N ie. the position at 
the moment of opposition, and again from the position N 
to the position C 9 . The velocity of 0, relative to M is 
no other than the excess of the velocity of, the Moon over 
that of the Sun. (The velocity of the Barth is the relative 
velocity of the Sun with respeotito the .Barth and this is 
equal to the velocity of the shadow moving along the 
ecliptic). So, the time taken by to reaoh the position 


of N relative to the Moon is equal to 


60 Xv'P + r 2 


Similarly the time taken by the centre of the shadow from 
N to C a ie, from-'the point of opposition to the moment 
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of lasts contact has also the same formula where in each 
case /J is the latitude at the moment of opposition. The 
path taken by the centre of the shadow is called * 
ie. the path of the eclipsing body. The actual case when 
both, 0 and M are both moving and when y3 I s considered 
as a non-changing quantity is shown in fig. 74. In this 



case, three positions are shown, (1) that at the first con¬ 
tact (2) that at opposition and (3) that at last contact, 
where C„ Mi, C a , M a and C 8 , M 8 give the positions of the 
centre of. the shadow and that of the Moon’s disc respe¬ 
ctively, both the centres being shown as moving.- Since 
the Moon moves faster than 0 and as such overtakes C, 
the path of M from Mi M 3 which synchronizes with the 
path of 0 from 0, to C 8 , is shown to be longer. Bat, one 
may wonder, how 0, N* and C 8 N 8 represent the Spars'a- 
Sthiti-Khanda and Moksa- Sthiti-Khanda respectively. 
The distance overtaken by M with respect to 0 from the 
point of first contact to the point ef opposition is M, M a — 
Oi C a = Ci Nt. Hence we compute Ci N, by the formula 
Ot Nj 3 = (P+r) 9 j 8 2 - Similarly from the point of 
opposition to the point of last contact M overtakes C by 
the distance M a M s — C a C 8 = C 8 N 8 = 

Fig. 75 shows the situation when f$ changes as is the 
Actuality. When the opposition takes place after the 
Moon oroeseB the node, then /Js > y8» > Bh whereas if 
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fcbe opposition precedes the Moon’s position at the node 
fi> < fi* < fi‘■ Also, when fi changes, M, M s does not 
exceed 0, C 2 exactly by Gi Ni. So, on both the counts, 
the formulae, given in verse 12 are approximate. What 
is done in practice is that fi is computed for the moment 
of opposition and estimating the Spars'a-Sbhiti-Khanda by 
the formula given above, and subtracting it from the time 
of opposition the moment of first contact is got. Then fin 
computed for that time and again the formula is applied 
to get the Spars'a-Sbhiti-Khanda, Repeating the process, 
we rectify the SparseSbhibi-Khanda. Even then, we do 
not have the actual value of the Spars^a-Sthiti-Khanda, 
because M» M a does not exceed Ci C a exactly by Ci Ni. 

A more correct procedure would be to compute the 
time between the moment of first contact and the moment 
of opposition and by that time, to compute the. length of 

Mi M a and take -in the place of m f and use the 

3 

formula of verse 12. • This nicety, however, need not be 
attended to with respect to the duration of totality, for, 
it does not make much difference. 

Another way of obtaining a better value for T, the 
Spars'a-Sthiti-Khanda is to take average values for Q t and 
j8sj w i and ?w 2l a, and s a where w 1 and w a are the values of 
the Moon’s daily motion and ii and s g are those of 
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Sun's at the point of first contact and the moment of con 
junction respectively. 


We may also use calculus to obtain &T, the variation 
in time for a variation of Sy8 in /5 and a variation of 
gwi in mi ignoring the small variation in Si, as follows. 


r = (P +r) a -l» 

mi —s. 


2T gT = 


(ffli-jt) X —2/5 P+r a ~/3 a gffli 


. SJT = - - gmx (P-f-r 3 —jg a ) 

T («}-«,) T (m x —sj a 

The first term on the Right hand side gives the variation 
for and the second for 


Pig. 76 shows the case of totality. 



Fig. 76 


Mi M a = N 1 4* Oj O a The Moon has to over¬ 
take C from the moment of the beginning of totality to 
the moment of opposition by the distance Ci Ni with a 
relative velooity of mj-a,. Hence the time of Sammllana- 
Marda-Khanda is equal to 

N/qM7^?x60 = V(E-rf-^6XQ 

mi—Si mi—si 

as given, taking 0 to be constant. Similarly the Un- 
mllana-Marda-Khanda from the position (M a C a ) to the 
position (M s C 8 ) will also be the same, taking 0 to be 
constant. 
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Rectification of this time, when is considered as 
varying will proceed on the same lines as before. 

Verge 13. Rectification of the times of Spars'a-Sthiti- 
Khanda and Msksha-Sthiti-Khanda. 

From the position of the Moon and that of the Node 
obtained for the moment of opposition, have to be com¬ 
puted their positions for the moment of first contact and 

m y „ 

those for the moment of last contact. For this, 

ou 

is to be subtracted and added respectively to the positions 
at the moment of opposition of the Moon and Node, where 
T is the time of the Sparsfa-Sthiti-Khanda, and v the daily 
motion (of the Moon or the Node as the case may be). 
From these positions /3 has to be computed for the moment. 
of first contact and that of last contact, and from this $ 
the time of SparsterSthiti-Khanda and Moksha-Sthiti- 
Khanda have to be rectified by the method of successive 
approximation. 

Comm. From fig. 75, 0, N, and 0, N g are the dist¬ 
ances gained by the Moon over the centre of the shadow 
so that to get their correct values 0, and /3 8 are to be used 
and not p s Hence (t x and are to be computed using T 
the time of Spars'a-Sthiti-Khanda and that of the Moksha- 
Sthiti-Khanda which are taken to be equal in the first 
instance. Since T is the time taken as a first approxi¬ 
mation, 0 lf are also approximate in the first instance. 
From these /J a T is to be rectified and in this rectifi¬ 
cation, we have T, and T a differing, as the times of Spars'a- 
Sthiti-Khanda and Moksha-Sthiti Khanda. From these 
rectified times again p lt are further to be rectified and 
from them again T„ T # are to be further rectified. This 
procedure is to be continued till constant values are 
obtained for T, and T a . 

47 
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Note, T* will be less than or greater than T, accord¬ 
ing as £•< ft. 

Terse 14. Rectification of the Sammilana-Marda- 
Kbanda and Unmllana-Marda-Khanda, 

Proceeding on the same lines as above and obtaining 
and /3 4 the rectified latitudes of the Moon for the 
moments of the commencement and end of totality of the 
eclipse, the Sammilana-Marda-Khanda and Unmilana- 
Marda-Khanda, T g and T 4 are to be rectified. 

Note. We have the formula sin « sin X sin i so 
that by differentiating, we have cos — cos M X sin i 
. rw sin i oos 4 AJ 
cos fi 

This formula gives in one stroke the rectified latitudes 
of the Moon at the respective moments from which the 
respective rectified times could be got. 

Verse 16 and the first half of verse 16. The definition 
of Bhuja and the method of finding it at an intermediate 
point of time. 

The word ‘Ista* is used to connote ‘At any given 
time*. The word * Sparsrika-Ista ’ means ‘At a given 
time after the moment of first contact *; similarly the 
word 1 Mauksika Ista ’ means ‘ At a given time before 
the moment of last contact (T—£) (mi—Si) where 
(mi— Si) is in degrees (m x and s, of course being expressed 
in minutes); T stands for the Sthiti-Khanda (Sparsdka 
or Mauksika) and t stands for the Ista (Spar^ika or 
Mauksika) gives the Bhuja. Similarly with respect to 
obtaining the Marda-Bhuja, (The former is called Sthiti- 
Bhuja). 

Comm . In fig. 77, let 0 and M be the centres of the 
Rahu (cross-section of the shadow-cone at the lunar oybit) 
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and the Moon respectively ,* let MN be the perpendicular 
from M on the Gr5haka-marga or the path of the eclipsing 
body (ie. the eoliptic). Then ON is called the Bhuja at 
the time. 

At the moment of first contaot, the value of ON is 
.Kljji where 0 is the latitude of the Moon at that 
moment. At any subsequent moment, from fig. 77, ON 
is equal to -V(P~f r —AB) 3 where $ is the latitude at 

the subsequent moment and AB the portion of the radius 
of the eclipsed body shaded. Hence we could obtain the 
Bhuja at any subsequent moment, by computing the 
latitude at that moment and the value of AB. But AB 
could be computed only by knowledge of ON and 0. Hence 
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the necessity for knowing the value of ON at any subse¬ 
quent moment arises, (i, of coarse, could be computed, 
knowing the hourly variation of which in its turn could 
be known, by a knowledge of the hourly variation in Z, the 
longitude of the Sapataehandra. 


The magnitude of ON is calculated by the rule of 
three “ If by the Sparsfa-Sthiti-Khanda we have initially 
the initial value of CN, what shall we have for (T -t) V* 

The result is — where CN is the initial value 

of ON and T the Spars'a-Sthiti-Khanda. Substituting the 
values of ON and T from verse 12, where 


N/ (R+r) a —/3 a X 60 

Wl,—Si 


ON = V(R-hr ) 2 —p and T 
we have the required Bhuja as 

x (» -*.) - minutes 

60 (s/E-fr*)-/) 60 

- (T —z^) (mi—si) degrees as given. 


Similarly we could find the Bhuja with respect to 
* totality ’ ie. the ‘ Marda-Bhuja ’ as it is called. 

Note. One might mistake M* M a of fig. 74 (Mi per¬ 
taining to a subsequent moment) to be the Bhuja defined 
above, which is the join of the centre of the eclipsing body 
and the foot of the latitude at the middle of the eclipse. 
That is why Bhaskara uses the word * Madhya*S'aragra- 
Ohihna ’ in the commentary, meaning thereby not the 
foot of the actual latitude at the middle of the eclipse but 
only the point N of fig. 77 which ‘ signifies ’ it. 

Second half of verse 16 and first half of verse 17. 

Taking the latitude of the Moon at a given time as 
Koti, and Bhuja as the Bhuja of the moment defined 
above, we have the Karpa of the moment as J Bhuja* i +/? ; 
R+r—Karna gives the Grasa at the moment. 
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Comm. The word ‘ Grasa 5 ah the moment; stands 
for AB of fig. 77, Kama for OM, where ON is the Bhuja 
and MN is the Koti, The t GrSsa ’ at the moment of 
opposition has the special name Sthagita. 

Second half of verse 17 and verse 18. 

To obtain the time alter the moment of first oontaot, 
knowing 4 G-rasa ’ at the moment. 

T — */(?+£— ® r - - 8 ——— = ; this i t t is to be rectified 
m x — 

by obtaining the /3 of the moment and again finding t and 
repeating the process till an invariable magnitude is got. 

Comm. This is the converse of finding the GrSsa 
given the time. The method of rectification is also 
evident. In the above equation oonBi dering /3 and i as 
variables* and differenting, 

jn/ _ I X ___ —fidfi _ 

2 (mi—«0 n/(P+(T— t) (m*-*) 8 

Knowing &t could be got without taking recourse 
to the method of successive approximations. 

Verse 19. Certain definitions. 

The ‘ Middle of the eolipse' (or strictly speaking the 
moment when the portion eclipsed is a maximum) occurs 
at the moment of opposition. Spars'a or Pragraha is at 
the moment of first contact and Moksa is at the moment 
of last contact, separated from the moment of the middle 
of the eolipse by times equal to Spar$ra-Sthiti-Khanda and 
Moksa-Sthiti-Khanda respectively before and after. 
Similarly Sammllana and Unmilana or the moment of 
the commencement of totality and the end thereof ocour 
before and after the moment of 4 the middle of the eclipse’ 
by times equal to Sammilana-Marda»Khanda and Un¬ 
milana* Marda-Khanda respectively. 



Comm. Clear. 

Verse 20. To get wbafe is called the Valana. 

The hour*angle of the eolipsed body expressed in 
nadis,* multiplied by 90 and divided by half the duration 
of night (if it be lunar eclipse) or half the duration of day 
(if it be solar) as the case may be will give the degrees of 
an angle, whose H sine being multiplied by the H sine of 
the latitude and divided by (H cos 8, (where 8 is the decli¬ 
nation of the eclipsed body), gives the H sine of what is 
called Aksavalana which is north when the hour angle 
is east, and south otherwise. 

Gomm. This subject of Valana requires a detailed 
treatment as is given in the Goladhyaya by Bhaskara. 
Here only a practical formula is given to proceed with 
the computation. For an understanding of this formula 
W8 have to necessarily draw upon the treatment in 
Goladhyaya. , r 

The word ‘ Valana ’ means ‘deflection*. The problem 
posed is at what point of the disc of the eolipsed body does 
the eclipse begin and at what points it ends. Since an 
observer sees the disc of the eolipsed body on the back¬ 
ground of the spherical surface of the sky, the specification 
of the point of first contact must neeessarily be made with 
respect to east, west, north and south. These directions 
could be specified with respect great circles drawn second¬ 
ary to the prime-vertical. But the Earth’s shadow moves 
along- the eoliptic and the Moon is also very nearly 
moving on the eoliptic at the moment of an eclipse. Thus 
"Valana* should give the angle between the ecliptic and 
the prime-vertical? rather it should be described by two 
diameters of the Moon’s disc, one a secondary to the 
prime-vertical and one a secondary to the eoliptic. In 
other words we have to get the angle subtended at the 
centre of the Moon’s disc between those diameters. 
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This angle between the two diameters mentioned, is, 

✓\ 

for convenience divided into two parts namely KMP and 

A 

PMN, where K, P, and N are the poles of the ecliptic, 

celestial equator and the prime-vertical and M is the centre 

✓s __ 

of the Moon’s disc. KMP is called Ayana Valana, so 
called because it depends upon the obliquity of the ecliptic 
to the Equator 355* m ie. the deflection due 

to the deflection of the solsticial points from the equator) 

A _ 

whereas the angle PMN is called Aksa Valana ie, defle¬ 
ction of a secondary to the prime-vertical namely NM 
with respect to a secondary to the celestial equator namely 
PM which is due to Aksa or latitude of the place. 

We shall first treat the subject on modern lines and 
then depict Bhaakara’s treatment. Let 0, v\ stand 
respectively for the Ayana, Aska and total Valan&s 

respectively, where by ‘total Valana’ we mean KMN 

which is the algebraic sum of KMP and PMN. 

From the spherical triangle KMP fig. 78. 
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Bin 90-f-<x sin Q _ sin (90— 

Sin (90—/?) sin <a sin (90—< 5 ) 

a .„ „ sin cos or sin a> cos a 

cos 0 

Similarly from fig. 79, where 
P=celestial pole, N — North* 
point, M=centre of the Moon’s 
disc, Q=latitude of the place, 
/i=honr-angle of the Moon, 
|=Aksba Valana and z=Arc 
of the prime-vertical inter¬ 
cepted between the zenith 
and the foot of the secondary 
to the prime-vertical drawn 
through M, which arc goes by 
the name Sama-Vritta-Natam, 
sa or zenith-distance measured along the prime-vertioal- 
<u=distance of M from the prime-vertical measured along 
the above secondary, 

Sin | _ sin (180 —h) __ sin z 

Sin 9 ? sin (90—/*) 

sm 5 = MJiiiai = 

COS 

In fig. 80, where (M) is the Moon’s disc, AB, the 
diameter of the disc extending along the ecliptic (assuming 
the Moon’s centre almost on the ecliptic, which is the 
case at the time of an eclipse), K, P, N respectively the 
pole of the ecliptic, the celestial pole and the north point 
and q, | the Ay ana and Aksa Yalanas defined above, the 
eolipse starts at A, the eastern side of AB, called the 
KrSnti-Vritta-Prachi, AB being perpendicular to EE a 
diameter of the disc secondary to the ecliptio. An observer 
with his physical eye construes the diameter CD, which 
is secondary to the prime-vertical as indicating north and 
south. Naturally therefore, it is required to specify the 


sin (90—6) 

sin sin z 
003 <5 


oin 0 


cos d 





Fig. 79 



Fig. 80 

location of A, the point of first contact, with reBpeot to 
the diameters GH and CD, which are respectively East- 
West and North-South. Suppose ^FI=45°=GMA, then 
we say that the eclipse begins at the north-point of the 
disc and so on. For this purpose, the concept of Valana 

A 

arose. We have said above that the angle KMN—GMA 
is to be got, and that it is the algebraic sum of e and £, 
meaning thereby that when K comes in between P and N, 
or below N, which is also likely for places of latitude less 
48 
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than <w, the obliquity of the ecliptic, KMN will be equal 
to £—0 and respectively. 

The formula given in the present verse ia 

H 

' H cos 8 

tt . „ tt • /90 h \ w H sin (k 

or H sin £ = H sin ——) X 75 - % 

* \D/ w H cos 8 

where h and D /2 are measured in nadis, h being the hour 
angle of the Moon and D/2 half-the duration of the 
Moon’s stay above the horizon. 


Evidently tho formula is intended as an approximate 
one, for all practical purposes considered equivalent to 
formula II given above namely 

sm £ = - ^—=r — or H sin £ = -_- 

cos $ H cos $ 

QaI 

Thus in the place of « we are given ^ which means 

11 when z=90°, D /2 is the hour angle measured in nadis, 
what is z when the hour angle is W\ The answer is 

This formula is approximate because h and z are 


not striotly in proportion though h increases or decreases 
along with z. 


Nonetheless, the formula serves for practical purposes 
very approximately and the beauty lies in the concept of 
Sanaa-Vritta-Natams'a, which means measuring hour- 
angle in terms of the arc of the prime-vertical instead of 
an arc of the celestial equator. The error, it will be noted 
will not be much in low latitudes. 


So far with respect to the commentary on the present 
verse. - Now we shall see how Bhaskara tackles the pro¬ 
blem rigorously in Goladhyaya under the caption Valana 
Yasana’ ie. 1 concept of Valana 
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We defined above that the angle KMP is Ayana 

A 

Yalana and the angle PMN as the Aksa-Valana. These 
are respectively called Bimbiya-Ayana Valana and 
Bimbiya-Aksa-Valana being subtended at M, the centre 
of the Bimba ie. the disc of the Moon. If in fig. 78, T be 
the foot of the celestial latitude of the Moon, then the 

/\ /s 

respective angles KTP and PTN are called the Sthanlya- 
Ayana-Yalana and the Stkanlya-Aksa-Valana ie. the 
angles subtended at the Sthana or the construed position 
of the Moon on the ecliptic. 

The Ayana-Valana is zero and a minimum when 
M or T lies at the solstices, and a maximum equal to 
when those points lie at r or Similarly the Aksa- 
Yalana is a minimum equal to zero when M or T lies on 
the meridian and a maximum equal to <i when those 
points lie at the east or west points. In other words the 
Ayana-Yalana increases from zero to w as M or T moves 
along the ecliptic' from a solstice to an equinoctial point; 
and the Aksa-Valana increases from zero to the maxi¬ 
mum value of d) as M or T moves along zE or zw from z 
the zenith to E or a> along the prime-vertical. Henoe 
Ayana Valana is perceived to be proportional to 
H sin (90+^) where X is the longitude of M or T, since 
When X — 90, H sin (90 4* 90) = 0 and when X = 0, 
H Sin (90-1-90) =0 and when ^ = 0, H sin (9040)=R, a 
maximum; similarly the Aksa-Valana is perceived to 
be proportional to H sin z where z is the Sama-Vritta- 
Natamsfa defined before, since, when z —0, M or T is at 
the zenith and the Aksa Valana is zero and when M or T 
is at the East or West point, z=90° and H sin z—R, a 
maximum. 

It is worfeh J hearing Bhaskara, at this janofcure (Bef. 
verses 80-74/under the caption* Valana V5san§ page^805- 
306. AnandSsframa edition of Golsdhyaya Yol. 2, Poona), 
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V The north and the south with respect to the Equator 
and Ecliptic (ie. the north-pole and south-pole) are differ¬ 
ent at the points r and = , being at a distance of a> from 
each other. Hence the Ayana Valanajya at those points 
is equal to H sin 24° (« taken to be equal to 24°). But at 
the solstices, the north and south will be the same (mean¬ 
ing thereby that the angle subtended by PK at the solstices 
is zero, or what is the same, the directions to the respective 
poles (of the Equator and the Ecliptic) at the solstitial 
points are the same so that the East will be the same for 
both the circles at those points. Thus there is no Yalana 
at the solstices ie. Pfi'rK = 0 wherecancer. In between 
r and the Yalana is found in proportion to 
H sin (90+/?) where X is the longitude of the point and 
in inverse proportion to H cos g, where $ is the decli¬ 


nation. Hence H sin Q = ^ 4 ° -< 9Q + a) x H sin •, where 

H cos g ’ 

0 is the Ayana Valana. Similarly at the points of inter¬ 
section of the Equator and prime-vertical namely E and <*, 
the Unmandala (the Equatorial horizon) decides the 
north-south direction with respect to the Equator, whereas 
the horizon decides the same with respect to the prime- 
vertioal. These north-south directions with respect to 
those two great circles namely the Equator and the prime- 
vertical differ by the angle between the Unmandala and 
the horizon which is equal PN=<£, the latitude of th« 
place; Hence at the East and West points the Aksa 
Valanajya or the H sine of Aksa-Valana is equal to 
H sin But at the zenith, the north-south directions 


.of the Equator and prime-vertical coincide so that there 
is no Aksa Valana at the zenith. Thus H sine of the 
Valana is proportional to H sin <£ in between the points 
on the prime-vertical between the zenith and the East and 
West points.. (Boughly speaking) H sin f - 




set 


NafcSmsfa (defined before) and H sin z may be taken to be 

QO Ji 

roughly equal bo (as depicted before). 

JL)/2 

In the Bast the Aksa Yalana is north, for, in fig. 80 


A • 

GMI which gives the Bast of the Equator with respect to the 
the East of the prime vertical, is north ; whereas in the 


West HMJ is south. (The definition of the direction of 
the Valana is given as a directive to add the two kinds of 
Valanas if they be of the same direction otherwise to take 

™ A 

the difference; in the fig. 80, the Ayana Valana ie. IMA 

is also north, so that adding GMI + IMA = GMA is the 
Sphuta Valana or the actual Valana). Hence Sphuta 
Valana measured by GMA is had by the sum or difference 

A A 

of the two angles GMI and IMA which define respectively 
the Ayana and the Aksa Valanas. 


Similarly, at the point of intersection of the Ecliptic 
and the prime-vertical, the Sphuta Valana is a maximum 
which is the sum or difference of the Valanas as the case 
may be. At points removed 90° on either side, from the 
point of intersection of the Ecliptic and the prime vertical, 
in as much as the north-south directions with respeot to 
the Ecliptic and the prime-vertioal coincide, the Sphuta 
Valana is zero. 

If (as Laliacharya said) the Valana varies as the 
Hversine at those points which are removed by 90° from 
the points of intersection of the Ecliptic and the prime - 
vertical , the Sphuta Valana will not be zero (which is 
against common sense). Hence the Valana jya varies as 
Hsine and not as Hversine, 

We shall look at the subject from another point of 
view for the sake of clarity..., ......Eix a circle on the sphere 

with the celestial pole as centre and « as the angular 
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radius. This oirole is called Kadamba-Bhrama-Vritta or 
the circle in which the polo of the Ecliptic revolves round 
P (due to diurnal revolution of the Earth). In that circle 

Hsine of an angle will he H sin 8 .Or again draw the 

greatT circle with the planet’s position as the pole, called 
the horizon of the planet. The arc intercepted on this 
oircle between the Ecliptic and the celestial Equator will 
be Ayana Valana and that intercepted between the celestial 
Equator and the horizon is the Aksa Valana ; and the 
aro intercepted between the Ecliptic and the horizon is the 
Sphnta Valana. 

Or again draw' a circle with K as centre and radius 
a) — 24°. This circle is called the Jina-Vritta where the 
word Jina means 24. Let a secondary to the Ecliptic 
passing through K and K' the poles of. the Ecliptic revolve 
with KK' as fixed. When this revolving circle passes 
through Cancer (Sayana) it will belpassing through P. 
The angle turned through by this circle from Cancer, will 
he equal to the angle turned through from P. The Hsine 
of that angle in the Jina Vritta will be H sin 8 of a 
longitude equal to that angle. This is the Ayana Valana 
and it arises at the end of Dyujyl, since the north-polar 
distance of the planet is (90—8) whoes Hsine is Dyujya 
ie. H cos 8 - The corresponding Ayana Valana in a circle 
of radius R is got. by multiplying by R and divided by 
H cos 8 


us clarify BhSskara's mind. (Ref. fig, 81) Let 
PBE be the Jina Vritta drawn on the sphere with K, the 
pole of ^ehe Ecliptic as- centre and 24° as radius. Let 
a revolving secondary to the Ecliptic coincide initially 
with K! 3 whereriis Cancer. Let it occupy subsequently 
the position KM where M is the centre of the Moon’s disc 
taken to be on the Ecliptic as is the case very approxi¬ 
mately at .the .moment of an eclipse.. Now • the Ayana 
Valana is the &ngle KMP, Let MA be the declination of 

to L such that MK~ML=9Q\ Hence 
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Fig. 81 


=$ since PA=90° and LM = 90°. The Ayana Valana 

KMP is measured by the are ML whore ML is an arc of 
the Grahaksitija or the horizon of the planet M (ie. the 
oirole with M as centre and 90° as radius drawn on the 
sphere or what is the same the great oirole whose pole is 
M), PB is an aro of the small oirole parallel to KL which 
is an aro of a great oirole. Then in the Jina Yritta 

sin -sin PKx sin PKB=sin « sin (90-*)=sin w cos A 

sin KL = sin cos A/oob PL = 8ln = sin PMK. 

cos 
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Here sin m eos A is oalled Sa-thribha-graba-ja-kranti or 
the deolination of a point whose longitude is 90+1 where i 
is the longitude of M. As we have the formula sin 5 = 
sin w sin A t sine of the deolination of such a point is equal 
to sin o> sin (90-M)-sin o> cos A. When 8 is very small 
sin PMK may be taken to be sin « oos A or what is the 
same Sa-thribha-graba ja-kranti as is formulated by Surya- 
siddhanta. 

It may be doubted how sin PB—sin PK sin 90—J. 
(Bef. fig. 82). Let K' be the centre of the oirole PBD, 



Fig. 82 


K' being in the plane of PBD. K'P and K'B are radii 
of this oircle. Since the arc PB stands for 90—A PK'B — 
90Draw the H sine of arc PB, which is PB'. Now 
K'P—H sin as PK' is i- ar drawn on OK 

PB'=PK' sin PK'B 


=H sin a) X sin PK'B — ? 


B 

Hsin co H cos A 
R 


H sin KL 


H sin co H cos A 


X H oos 8 — 


H sin £»> H oos A 
—- as 


R 
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Note 1. Bhaskara says PB' (fig. 82) is Kranti-Sinjanl; so 

v H sin ft> Bf cos A 
it is because PB /= =PK/ sin (90 —A) ==-^-■ 

= H sine of the declination of a point whose longitude is 
90+1 = Satribha-grahaja-kranti as is mentioned by 
Bhaskara and Suryasiddhanta. 

Note 2, If M be the centre of the Moon’s disc and 
ABC its horizon defined above, the arc AB intercepted 
between the Ecliptic and the Equator is Ayana Yalana, the 
arc BC intercepted between the Equator and the prime- 
vertical is Aksa Valana and the arc AC intercepted 
between the Eoliptio and the prime-vertical is Sphuta- 
Yalana. 

Note 8. The analysis of Aksa Yalana proceeds on 
similar lines, only we have P and N in the place of K 
and P. 

Note 4. The mistake of Laliaoharya alluded to by 
Bhaskara is as follows. The Ayana Yalana, we have seen 
is zero at the Ayanas ie. the solstices and maximum at 
r and ** ie. the equinootial poihts removed by 90° from 
the Ayanas. Now Hversine == R—H cosine so that when 
90 — a=0 ie. a= 90°, Hversine (90—1) — R—H cos (90— a) 
=» R-H sin 90° « R-R«=0 and when 90-A=90° ie. 
49 



388 


A =0 Hversin (90—a) = R—H cos (90 —a) = R—H sin A 
= R—H sin 0° = R ~ 0 =R. Hence Lallacharya took by 
mistake that the Xyana Valana varies as Hvers (90— a) 
instead of H sin (90 —A) since both Hversine and H sine 
of are zero at the Ayanas and maximum at r and = . 
The same mistake was committed by Lallacharya in the 
context of the Moon’s phase also as criticised by Bhaskara 
as we shall see later. In fact, this latter criticism is not 
bo justified as the former, as will be shown in that context. 

Note 5. If instead of taking the Ayana Valana to 
vary as H sin (90 -A) we happen to take according to 
Lallacharya that it varies as Hversine, then in places (Ref. 
verses 88, 39 Valana Vasana, Goladbyaya) removed by 
90° from the points of intersection of the Ecliptic and 
the prime-vertical, where there should be no Sphuta- 
Valana, we do get that there is some Sphuta Valana there, 
since the value of Hversine differs from Heine, though 
these two functions happen to be zero simultaneously and 
maximum simultaneously. 

Bhaskara^continues in verses 66-68 (Ibid) u I shall 
now depict Aksa Valana by means of the hour-angle. 
Take the sum or difference of S'anku-Agra and S'anku-tala 
according as they are of the same direction or not j compute 

IB 2 where B is the result j then M sip 6 H sin h 

*/£ a —B* 

is equal to H sin i where $ is the Aksa Valana 

Comm. We saw before in the Tripras’nadhyaya that 
A=S+B where A=S'anbu Agrs, S'=S'anku-ta)a and B = 
S anku-b buja — H sin p, where # is represented in fig. 79 
Hence n/k B H cos ji so that the above formula gives 
xx fl ;« * „Hsin X H sin & . . . . IT 

1 H cos J - which 18 the same ^ got by 

the modern formula in Equation IX. 
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Note, A small circle parallel Iso the prime-vertical 
is called Upa-Vrfcta. Also secondaries drawn to the 
Ecliptic, Equator and the prime*vertical are called 
Kadamba-Sutra, Dhruva-Sutra and Sama-Sutra. They are 
also called occasionally as Kadamba-profca»Vrtta, Dhruva- 
prota-Yftta, and Sama-profca-Vrtta. 


Bhaskara proceeds to find the Ayana Valana in a very 
ingenious way in verses 69-74. We shall first give it a 
modern treatment so that we may better appreciate his 
genius. Let (S) be the Sun's disc. (It does not matter 
whether we take the Sun or the Moon). EQ is its diameter 
along the diurnal circle, and CL along the Ecliptic. LM 
is the difference of the declination of L and S. Let 
SL=a^ and LM=a< 5. We have 
sin & = sin A sin <y ; 

differentating cos g A3 — sin m cos AAA 


oiu co uua a 


COS S 


X aA ; put a A = b, the angular 


radius of the disc 

h X sin to cos A _ h H sin o> X H cos A 
“ ‘ cos g "~ = RxHoosS 


This gives the Valana in the disc of radius b. If that 
be so, what will it be on the sphere of radius R ? The result 
• b Hein to X H co s A y R __ H Bin w X H cos A 
RxH cos 8 b H cos S 

as got before. 

Let us hear BhSskara, “ put the disc of the Sun at 
the point of intersection of the Ecliptic and the diurnal 
circle. The Valana (LM of fig. 84) at the periphery of 
the disc is the difference of the declinations of L and S. 
To get the value of this let us first get the value. SL in 

terms of a, the longitude of S. It is ; go that LM 



smffi 

CJO® 



Fig. 84 


will be equal to 


o a o ^ I 


c o 


where B is the Bhogya- 


2*25 " R 

khanda of A. To obtain the value of the above for a circle 
of radius R from a circle of radius b t we have to multiply 
by R/6. So, the result is 

T» TT 

But the value of B 


5 X B y H sin co v R _ B H sin « 
225 * R b 225 


is got as follows. * If for H cos X equal to R we have the 
first Bhogyakhanda equal to 225, what shall we have for 

225 Substituting for 

R 

Hsin co 225 X Hcos X __ Hein <* X Hcos A 
225 


H cos A V The result is 


B, we have 


R R 

Now, on account of declination, the Suns disc is inclined 
like an umbrella. So LM of fig. 84 will take a position 
like L/M as shown in fig. 85 where the triangle MLL' is 
similar to SMO, S being the centre of the Sun’s disc, 0 
the centre of the sphere. Hence 
L'M B R H sin o> H cos A 

LM ~ H cos 8 R 

Hdn»XHco«i 



Comm* RhSskara terms SL as the DorjySntara 5 or 


the variation in H sin a, which he knows to 


Eco 

B 


Fig. 85 



But proceeding from first principles, as he always does, 
he asks us to consider the Bhogyakhanda at X namely B. 
If this be for an interval of 225', what will be it be for *&'? 

The result is ° * Then to rectify B, the proportion 
225 

used is as used above. Bhaskara says many a time that 
the variation in Heine is proportional to Hcosine. This 
concept he might have derived by looking at the Hsine 
table of 90 Haines. Hence the argument advanced by him 
to rectify Bis ‘If for Hcosine equal to R (at zero-value 
of the argument) the initial Bhogyakhanda is 225, what 
will it be for an arbitary H cos A ? The result is 


x 225. Substituting this for B in the above, we 
R 

have ft-? X 225 = . This expression we 


225 

perceive as no other than 


R 


B 


R 


as 


for b is to be taken as a A, 


R 


to a (H sin a), 
-- is called by 


as Dorjy&ntara meaning thereby A (H ein Jl). 
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Then the next argument is t If for H sin A equal to R we 
have the declination equal to H .sin «>, what shall we have 
for the above Dorjyantara. The result is 

--~ X ^ • Since this is in modern terms 
R' R 

sin o> cos A X b and h = aa, we perceive that this expres¬ 
sion is a (H sin 8 ) where 8 stands for LM of fig. 84, ie, 
the difference of the declinations of the points S and L of 
the diso of fig. 84. The next argument advanced by 
Bhaskara, namely that on account of declination, the disc 
is slanted and LM gets thereby enlarged into L'M of 
fig. 84 and adduces proportionality from fig. 86 . But this 
argument seems to be faulty. In fact, the magnitude of 
LM is got for the diurnal circle of radius H cos 8 « To 
get its value for radius R, the result would be 

H sin £» H c os A X & ^ R _ b. H sin m H cos A 

R a A H cos 8 R. fl cos 8 # 

Then the argument is ‘If in the diso of radius b, we have 
A3 equal to the above what will it be for radius R ? The 

r«alt would be H Bin»H cob ^ 

H cos 

Note. Our argument is based on the idea that lines 
of the small eircle namely the diurnal circle get enlarged 
for a circle of radius R in the porportion R: H cos 8 . 
Bhaskara’s concept of enlargement on account of slanting 
does not seem to be plausible because, on account of decli¬ 
nation, the disc may occupy an overhead position when 
the Equator is itself inclined. Thus slanting does not 
arise out of declination. 

The question might be asked as to how Bhaskara got 
the right answer by such an argument. He got the answer 
up his sleeves through the other methods he gave and he 
adduced this argument to get at that answer. 
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Second half of verse 21 and first half of verse 22 . 

H cos A X H sin_» = H gin 0 where Q j th6 5 
H cos S 

The direoliion of this Valana is that of the hemisphere 
north or south in which the Moon lies. 

Comm. This is the formula we have already derived. 
Regarding the direction of the Ayana Valana, the conven¬ 
tion is that it is to be considered north, if the Moon be in 
the northern hemisphere, otherwise south. The reason is 
that at the time of a lunar eclipse, the Moon being in opposi¬ 
tion, if he be north, the Sun will be south of the Equator, 
and fhe line BA of fig. 80 representing the Ecliptic which 
is roughly the join of the Sun and the Moon will be north 
of the line JI which is parallel to the equator. Thus the 
direction of the angle IMA gives the direction of the 
Ayana Valana. 

Latter half of verse 22 and verse 23. Sphuta Valana. 

The Heine of the sum or difference of the two Valanas 
according as they are of the same or opposite directions, 
multiplied by the sum of the angular radii of the Moon 
and Rahu, and divided by the radius gives the Hsiue of 
the Sphuta Valana. Those who said that the Valana is 
proportional to the Hversine, do net know spherical 
geometry properly. 

Comm, The direction of the Aksa Valana, was defined 
in verse 20 that it is north if the hour angle is east, other¬ 
wise south. The meaning of this convention is that the 
diameter of the Moon’s disc parallel to the Equator when 
the hour angle is East, is north of the diameter which is 
parallel to the prime-vertical. Thus combining the two 
conventions regarding the directions of the Valanas, it is 
clear that if both the Valanas are north, the line MI is 
north of MG, and MA is north of MI (fig. 80) so that the 
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Sphuba Valana isfequal bo the sum of the angles GMI and 

A 

IMA. Suppose MA is south of MI either falling within 
the angle GMI or south of MG, then clearly the Sphutr 

Valana GMA = GMI - AMI or AMI - GMI as the case 
may be, which is obtained as the difference of the two 

Valanas. Having obtained GMA as the Sphuta Valana, 
H sin GMI multiplied by (P+r) and divided by R gives 
Hsine of the Sphuta Valana to be represented in a circle 
of radius equal to P+r. This latter convention of repres¬ 
enting the Sphuta Valana in a circle of radius p+r is only 
a convention. The expression 

H sin (Sphuta Valana) X P+r • -oxt * on 

--—- l . 2 . ~ gives us RN of fig. 87, 

where GMA is Sphuta Valana. In other words, we are 
to draw fig. 87 to show the point of first contact namely 
A in relation to MG the line parallel to the prime-vertioal. 
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Verse 24. Conversion of liptas into what are called 
Angulas. 


H cos 2 of the eclipsed body at the moment of eolipse 
being divided by the radius and the result being added to 
2 | gives the number of liptas per angula. Tbe time 
elapsed after the rise of the body being divided by the 
rising hour angle (both being expressed in the same units of 
time) and tbe result being added to 2f also gives the same. 

Comm. While a parilekha or a geometrical drawing 
of the eclipse is attempted at, the problem arises as to 
how many liptas or minutes of arc giving the measure of 
the disc are to be taken to be equivalent to one angula. 
For example, suppose the diameter of the disc is 30'. With 
what radius shall we draw the disc on a board or paper ? 
In this behalf, a convention based on observations is being 
mentioned. The discs of the Sun and the Moon are 
observed to be big at rise and small when they are on the 
meridian. So, taking the measure of the disc to be 3(K 
for example, if the eclipse takes place at the rise of the 
disc, it is laid down to draw the disc with a radius of 15/2J 
ie. 6 angulas at the rate of 2J liptas per angula. {The 
word angula here mentioned might not be what we take 
it to be today in our daily parlance as one inch. The 
gnomon or S'anku waB taken in those days to be of a 
length equal to 12 angulas. Bhaskara mentions in the 
beginning of Lilavati that 8 Yavas are together equal to 
one Angula, twentyfour angulas to one hasta, four hastas 
to one danda and 2000 dandaa to one Kros'a, and 4 Kros'as 
to one Yojana. Also a vamsa is equal to ten hastas. This 
system discloses that, a Yojana equals 5 modern miles 
according to Bhaskara’s estimate of the diameter of the 
Earth as compared with its modern estimate. (The method 
given by Bhaskara as to how the diameter of the Earth 
could be measured is found to be quite soientifio as men* 
tioned by us before), 

m 
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33 modem inches or angulas are equal to 80 angulas 
of Bhaskara as per the above. 

At this rate the gnomon’s modern length would be 


Reverting to our subject, we are asked to represent the 
disc of 30 liptas when the eclipse takes place at noon by 
30/3-J angulas counting at the rate of 3| liptas per angula. 

Then the question arises as to what should be the 
correspondence between the liptas and angulas when the 
eclipse takes place in between the rise of the Moon (or Sun) 
and its noon. The directive is that 

one angula = 2J' + — - = 2£ + cos z I 

14 

This means, supposing Z=zenith-distance of the body 
to be 60°, one angula is to be taken to be equal to 
2 $ -f cos 60 = 2| H- i = 3' or 3 liptas. 

The reason given by Bhaskara reiterating what Sri- 
pati said in that behalf, as to why the Moon’s or Sun’s 
disc appears to be big at the moment of rising and small 
on the meridian, is that the disc is immersed in its own 
rays at noon and rendered small in appearance, whereas, 
most of the rays are swallowed by the earth or its atmos¬ 
phere at the moment of rising, making the disc appear 
large and easily visible. 

Note. BhSskara gives the proof of the above formula 
I as follows. Since at the time of rise, we are taking 2J 
liptas of the measure of the disc to be equal to one angula 
and while the disc is on the meridian, 3£ liptas are to be 
taken as one angula, there is an increase of one lipta for 
an increase of H cos z from zero at the horizon to a value 
equal to the Radius. So, the argument adduced is ‘If for an 
inorease of H cos z equal to the radius, there is an increase ' 



of one lipta in addition to 2 J, what should the increase- he 
for an arbitrary H cos z ’? The result is 

H cos z w i ___ _ 

—-— X 1 = cos z. 

B 

• 

Note 2 . As finding cos z at the time of an eclipse 
implies additional arithmetical calculation, and as we have 
already with us the data of ( 1 ) the time elapsed after rise 
of the celestial body (Moon or Sun) till the moment of 
the eclipse and ( 2 ) half the duration of the day of the body 
ie. the rising hour-angle converted into time at the rate 
of 6 ° per nadi, so a rough formula is given using h in tho 
plaoe of z. The rule of three now used, is ‘If for an unnata 
equal to the dinardha or rising hour-angle converted into 
nadis, we have an increase of 1 lipta per angula (over and 
above 2 J liptas) what shall we have for an arbitrary un¬ 
nata V The result added to 2f liptas, gives the formula 

one angula = 2|- -f . Dinardha corresponds to 

Dinardha 

H, the rising hour-angle and Unnata corresponds to (H -h) 
where h is the hour-angle at the time. 

Bhaskara uses the word ‘ Angula-liptas * meaning 
thereby the liptas that are to be taken to be equal to one 
angula while drawing the parilekha of the disc at the time 
of its eclipse. 

Verse 2 S. Converting Valana eto. into Angulas, 

The measures of the Valana (defined above) or the 
S'ara ie. the celestial latitude of the Moon or the Bahu 
Bimba or the Bhuja (defined) are to be converted into 
Angulas at the rate given by the above formula. While 
drawing a figure of the solar eclipse, the celestial latitude 
of the Moon is to be drawn in its own direction whereas in 
a lunar eclipse, it has to be drawn in the opposite direction. 

Comm . The first part is clear. Begarding the second 
statement, in as much as tbe centre of the Bahu Bimba lies 



at the foot of the Moon’s celestial latitude, the latter has 
to be drawn in the opposite direction, since in the pari- 
lekha, the centre of the Moon’s disc is to be at the centre. 

Versa 26 to 29 . How to depict the eolipse in 
drawing. 

Draw a oirole with radius equal to that of the radius 
of the disc of the eclipsed body and also a circle of radius 
equal to r+p. the sum of the radii of the eclipsed and 
eclipsing bodies; let directions (east etc.) be marked in 
the figure, In the outer circle, draw the Valanajya or the 
Hsine of the Sphutavala with respect to the East point, 
Valanajya pertaining to the moment of first contact. In 
the case of the Moon, the Valanajya pertaining to the 
moment of first contact should be marked from the East 
point and that pertaining to the moment of last contact 
should be marked from the West point. In the case of 
the Sun the reverse is to be done. If the Valana is south, 
it should be marked in the dock wise direction, otherwise 
anticlockwise. 

Having marked the Valanajya in the form of a Hsine, 
draw the line joining the centre to the top of the Valanajya, 
ie. to the point of intersection of the Hsine with the outer 
circle. The celestial latitude of the Moon is to be drawn 
from this top of the Valanajya in the form of Hsine again. 
If the latitude pertains to the moment of first contact, it 
should be drawn from the top of the Valanajya pertaining 
to that moment, and if it pertains to the moment of last 
contact, it should be laid off from the top of the Valanajya 
pertaining to the moment of last contact. The celestial 
latitude pertaining to the middle of the eolipse should be 
drawn from the centre along the line of ValanasEtra or 
the line joining the centre to the top of the ValanajyS, 
Taking the extremities of these latitudes, circles are to be 
drawn with the radius of the eclipsing body to depict the 
eolipse at the respective moments. 



Fig. 88 

Comm. Let M 1} M a , M s be the positions of the centre 
of the Moon’s disc at the moment of first contact, at the 
middle of the eclipse and the moment of last contact 
respectively. Draw a circle with radius M x R 2 = r-j-p 
which is called the Manaikyardha Vritta. Let M 2 E x 
represent the Eastern direction known as the Sama- 
mandalaprachl. Draw E 2 V 2 equal to Hsine of the Yalana, 
so that Mj Vi is the Kranti-Vritta-prachl is. the point 
of intersection of the Ecliptic with the Eastern horizon. 
Draw Nj R 2 perpendicular to M x V 1 in the form of Hsine, 
whioh is the latitude (Viksepa) of the Moon at the moment 
of first oontact. With R t as centre draw the Grahaka- 
Vritta with p as centre; this circle represents the Rahu- 
Bimba. 

Similarly let M a be the centre of the Moon’s diso at 
the moment of last contact. Draw a circle with M 8 as 
centre and r +p as the radius whioh is the Manaikyardha- 
Yritta. Let M 3 W 3 be the direction to the West, the 
Samamandalapratlohl. From W 3 draw W 3 V 3 the Hsine 
of the Valana, so that M 3 V a is now the Kranfcimandala- 
pratiohl ie. the point of intersection of ecliptic with the 
western horizon. Let, the Viksepa N a R 3 be drawn as a 
Hsine of the Manaikyardha Vritta. With R a as centre 
and radius p, draw the Rahu-Bimba. 

Let M a be the centre of the Moon’s diso at the middle 
of the eclipse. Let M fl S 9 represent the South with respect 
to the prime-vertical. From S a , draw the Hsine of the 
Valana S a V, so that Ma V fl is the KrSnti-Vritta-DakshinS 
ie. the South with respect to the Eoliptio. Now the 
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Viksepa or the celestial latitude of the Moon M fl B a is to 
be drawn along this ValanasGtra M fl V. With R a as oentre 
and radius p drawn the Rahu-Bimba, 


v*. 



Fig. 89 Depiction of Fig. 88, keeping the Moon fixed 

The slight flaw in this figure is that ML* L 3 implied 
as the path of the Moon is'taken to be parallel to the 
ecliptic Rj R a R s the path of the eolipsing body the 
G-rahakamarga, in as muoh as latitudes are drawn perpendi¬ 
cular tO Mil! L 3 . 

This figure depicts a total eclipse of the Moon. If M 
coincides with R 2 at the middle moment of the eclipse, 
then the eclipse is called central. 

The duration of a central eclipse will be on the 
average the time that the Moon’s disc takes to cross the 
diameter of the Rahu-Bimba with its relative velocity. 
Hence the mean duration of a central eclipse is 
Average diameter of Rahu-f Average diameter of the Moon 
Relative velocity of the Moon with respect to'the Bhadow 

s . < 81 + 64 > X 24 hrs , Iff x 24 = ”9 - 

790'-36"-69'-8" 732 61 

4 hrs-46 minutes approximately. 


Verse 30 and first half of 31. Geometrical depiction* 
of the eolipse at the beginning and end of totality and 
also of the magnitude of the eolipse. 

The Bhuja is to be laid from the centre of the 'Moon 
along its Valanasutra or the line indicating the direction 
of the ecliptic; the latitude is to be drawn from the end 
of the Bhuja and perpendicular to the Bhuja. The hypo¬ 
tenuse is to be drawn from the centre of the Moon. Taking 
the point of intersection of the latitude (Koti) and the 
hypotenuse, as centre and radius p equal to that of the 
eclipsing body, if circles be drawn, from these circles could 
be known the points where totality begins and ends as 
well as the magnitude of the eclipse at any given moment. 
Or these could be found in another way as follows. 

Comm. The method given above for depicting the 
phases of an eclipse geometrically, could be applied for any 
moment during the course of the eolipse and depends 
upon before-hand computed Bhuja and Koti. Refer to 
fig. 90. Let M be the centre of the Moon’s disc. Mark 
Ew the East-west line drawn through M. Compute the 
Valana for the required moment, either for the moment 
when totality begins or for that when totality ends or for 
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any arbitrary moment whatsoever. With this Valana 
primarily laid in the ManaikySrdba Vrifcta, decide the 
KrSnti Vrittaprachi or the East-West direction of the 
eclipse. Thus in the figure Vi V 3 is this direction. Then 
lay off the computed Bhuja along this V, V 2 from M, say 
MA for the Sammilana moment or the moment when 
totality begins or MO for the Unmilana moment or the 
moment when totality ends or MD for an arbitrary 
moment. Draw AR, or CR 2 or DE equal to the latitude 
at the particular moment, perpendicular to the Valana* 
sutra. In the figure drawn the Valanasutra is shown to 
be the same. This does not mean it will be the same 
throughout. It will be changing because the position of 
the Ecliptic changes from moment to moment. So Bhas- 
kara uses the word ie. * the respective Valanasotra 
Also the latitudes will be differing from moment to 
moment as well as the Bhujas both of which are to be 
oomputed for any moment along with the Valana. (The 
method of computing the Bhuja was given in verse 15). 
Computing the res pective Karna s or the hypotenuses from 
the formula K = VBhuja a -J-Ko&i 3 , (Koti is here the lati¬ 
tude) with centre M and radius equal to the Karnas, if 
arcs be drawn to cut the latitudes, the points of intersection 
would be no other than B„ R a or E. Join MR If MR, and 
ME. With centres R, and R a and radii equal to p~r, 
(where p is the radius of the Rahu-Bimba, and r the 
radius of the Moon’s disc) if circles be drawn, thoy just 
touch the Moon’s disc at F and Or whioh are the points 
where totality begins and ends respectively. With centre 
E and radius P, if a circle be drawn, that will show what 
amount of the disc is shadowed as well as the measure of 
the magnitude of the eclipse (defined in verse 11). 

Note. In the above commentary and figure we 
have depicted MD as the Isfea-Bhuja or the Bhuja at a 
given moment, taking a moment prior to the Unmi* 
l&nakala, for showing the magnitude of the eclipse. 
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If a moment in between the Sammllana aud Unmllana 
were taken, the then Bhuja and Koti could be no doubt 
computed, but the question of magnitude of the eclipse 
does not arise as the entire disc has been plunged in the 
shadow. 

Second half of verse 31 verse 82 and first half of verse 
33. Alternative method of depicting the eclipse geo¬ 
metrically. 

Joining the upper end of the latitude of the middle 
moment of the eclipse to those of the first and last 
contacts, we have what are called the Pragrabamarga and 
Moksamarga ie. the path of the centre of the eclipsing 
body from the first contact to the middle moment of the 
eclipse and that from the middle moment to the last 
contact. The lengths of these paths could be computed 
and they could be drawn before hand. Then with the 
centre of the Moon as centre and radius equal to p — r, if 
a circle be drawn, it cuts the paths described above each 
in one point. With those points as centre and radii equal 
to p, if circles be drawn, they will touch the Moon’s disc 
each in one point which are respectively the points of 
Sammllana and Unmllana. 

Comm. In as much as the latitude of the Moon 
differs from moment to moment, the Pragrabamarga and 
the Moksamarga are separated to achieve a little more 
accuracy than could be got by joining the upper extre¬ 
mities of the initial and final latitudes. The remaining 
statement is evident, for, at the moments of Sammllana 
and Unmllana, the distance between the centres of the 
eclipsing body and the eclipsed will be p-r, so that the 
points of intersection of the Pragrabamarga and Moksa¬ 
marga with the circle whose centre is the centre of the 
eclipsed body and radius p—r will give the centre of the 
eclipsing body. 

61 
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Latter half of verse 33. To know the magnitude of 
the eclipse at any given moment during the course of the 
eclipse. 

Lets the product of the time elapsed from the moment 
of first contact and the length of the path of the eclipsing 
body traced from the moment of the first contact to the 
middle of the eclipse divided by the time between the 
moment of first contact and the middle of the eclipse, be 
x. Similarly let the product of the time before the end of 
last contaot and the path of the eclipsing body traced 
between the middle moment of the eclipse and the moment 
of last contact divided by the time between the middle 
moment and the moment of last contaot be y. Lay off 
x and y units of length from the first and last points of 
the path of the eclipsing body along the path respectively. 
Then we get the points of the centre of the eclipsing body 
at the required moments. With these points as centre 
and radius p, if circles be drawn, they represent the 
eclipsing body. The length of the diameter of the eclipsed 
body shaded, gives the magnitude of the eclipse called 
grasa. 

Comm. Here rule of three is applied namely "If 
during time Ti or T 2 a path equal to h or l u in length is 
traced what length will be traced in times U or 
where Ti and T 2 are the times called Spars'a-Sthiti-Khanda 
and Moksa-Sthiti'Khanda respectively, and U are the 
times elapsed from the moment of first contact or before 
the moment of last contact and ti f U are the times from 
the beginning of the eclipse and before the end of the 
eclipse respectively. Then x and y give the points where 
the centre of the eclipsing body lies. 

Verse 35. G-iven the magnitude of the eolipse at any 
time to obtain the time elapsed after the first contact. 

The time taken by the centre of the eclipsing body to 
move through the segment of the path of thp eclipsing 
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body whioh lies between the position of the eolipsing body 
at the moment of first contact and the point of intersection 
with the path of the eclipsing body of the circle drawn 
with the centre of the eclipsed body as centre and radius 
equal ito the difference of p+r —g where g is the magni¬ 
tude of the eclipse (grasa) at the moment, or similarly the 
time taken by the centre of the eclipsing body to move 
through a similar and equal segment of the path of the 
eclipsing body on the other side, gives the time elapsed 
after the moment of first contact or the time before the 
moment of last oontact. 

Comm. This is the converse of the above problem. 
The method is clear being based on rule of three as above. 
Both the problems could be algebraically expressed as 
follows. Let T, t, Z, g , and 1, stand respectively for the 
Sthiti-Khanda ie. the time between the moment of first 
oontact to the middle of the eclipse or the time between 
the middle moment to the moment of last contact ; (2) 
the time elapsed after the moment of first contact or the 
time before the moment of last oontact, as the case may 
be ; (8) the length of the Pragrahamarga or Moksamarga; 
(4) the grasa whioh is defined as h; (5) the Karna 

whose expression is #yB 9 +j8 a » ® being the Bhuja defined 
and /} the latitude of the Moon. 

Then the following working is stipulated (a) If in 
time T, a path of length Z is traced, what will be traced in 

ti The result is | (b) Then B = l - l ~ (c) B 2 + ft = B. 2 
(d) p-\-r — h—g. Thus combining all the steps 


Z a (T—Z) a + /3 2 T 3 = T 2 {p+r-gf I 
given t t this equation gives g and given g it gives Z. 



Again the foliowing relation holds good between T 
and l, i 2 = (p+r) 2 — ft II and 

-= T with the nomenclature already employed which 

m l —s 1 

means T -{&EEEE III 


In the above working, the fundamental elements are 
P> r , /i> m i and Sj with which the other elements could be 
worked out. Replacing the other elements from equation 
I, we have 


{(p+r) 2 -/? 2 } \ ■A£±!±zil _(|» + 

v Vfh\ Si J 




ie. {(p-hr) 2 '— fi a ) [J[p-{-r) % — ft* t ( m i'~ s i)T ~i~ 

P a (p-\-r 2 —fi z ) — (p+r 3 (p-\~r — gf 

ie. J 2 ~t (mi-si)Y 4* ^ ~ (p~¥r—gf IV 


Putting £ = 0 in this equation, we have 
{p-\-rf — (p+r—g)* ie. g — Q which means at the moment 
of first contact, the grasa is zero. Again putting 

i = T ie. t = 'I MlLzL ie. t (to. -#.) = Jj+'JZp 
we have 

ff*=p+r-g* ie. g = p+r—fi which gives the graha 
at the middle of the eclipse whioh was defined as the 
Sthagita. In equation IV which we may take as a funda¬ 
mental equation, the two unknowns are t and g one of 
whioh being given the other could be got. 

Verse 36. The colour of the eclipe. 

When less than half the disc of, the Moon is eclipsed, 
the colour will be what is called Dhumra ie. of the colour 
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of smoke ; when the disc is half eclipsed, the colour is 
black ; when more than half is eclipsed, the colour would 
be a blend of black and red and when the entire disc is 
eclipsed, the colour will be wbat is called pis'anga or 
reddish-brown. 

Comm. Clear. 

Verse 61. When declare fehe occurrence of an eclipse. 

When even one-sixteenth of the diameter of the 
Moon’s disc is shadowed, the eclipse will not be visible 
in as much as the shadowed portion is covered by the 
illuminating rays of the disc. In fehe case of the Sun, 
when even one-twelfth of the diameter is shadowed, the 
eclipse will not bo visible for the same reason. Hence we 
shall not declare the occurence of an eclipse upfeo the 
shadowing of the discs to the extents stated above. 

Verses 38 and 39. Examples which disclose the 
invalidity of construing Valana in terms of Hversine 
instead of Heine. 

When the Sun is in the zenith, fehe Ecliptic being 
vertical, the Yalana is clearly seen to be the Agra of 
( © +90) where © is the longitude of the Sun. If you 
could show that the Valana will be the same on the basis 
of Hversine-formula, then I would accept that what 
Lailacharya postulated in his work Sisya-Dbi-Vrddhida 
is correct. 

Again, in a plaeo of latitude 90—<w, u> being the obli¬ 
quity of the Ecliptic (a> is taken to be 24°), when the Sun 
being situated in Mesa, Vrsabha, Mina or Kumbha, fehe 
Moon contaots him from the south at fehe moment of a 
solar eclipse, in as much as the Ecliptic coincides with 
fehe horizon. In this circumstance, how could the Yalana 
be equal to B, as made out by the Hversine-formula. 
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Comm. LaMcharya gave the Valana in terms of the 
following verses “ 

$ gpftor; 

Verses 28, 25 Chandragrahanadhikara, wherein 
he formulated the Valana in terms of Hversine in the 
place of Hsine. The reason for his slip, we have already 
explained. Now Bhaskara gives two glaring examples to 
substantiate his formula and to show up the flaw in 
Lallaoharya’s formulation. 

In the first example, where the Ecliptic takes the form 
of a Vertical, the Sun being in the zenith, the Spasta 
Valana which is the angle between the Ecliptic and the 
prime*vertical is the same as the arc between the East 
point and the intersection of the Ecliptic with the horizon 
known as Lagna. Since the Sun is then in the zenith, 
the longitude of the Lagna is (90+0) so that the said 
arc is the Agra of the point whose longitude is 90+0 as 
stated. Hence Spasta Valanajya = sin A = sin g/cos £ 
where A iB the agra (using Napier's rule from triangle 
PNL where L is the Lagna N the north-point and P the 
celestial pole). In the Hindu form, this is given by 

H sin V = H sin A = — where g is the declination 

of a point of the Ecliptic whose longitude is (90+0). But 
Lallacharya’s formula gives the Valanajya as Hvers g, 
g being the declination of a point of the Ecliptic whose 
longitude is (90+,?), X being the longitude of the Eclipsed 
body ignoring the latitude. In other words, in the case of the 
lunar Eclipse when the Moon is in the zenith his Valanajya 
= Hvers g (g having the above value) the Aksa Valanajya 

S FT sin 

here being zero. Since --p < Hvers g, the mistake 

H cos 

committed by Lallacharya is evident even supposing 
H cos & = R when we ignore the latitude ie. take <£ to 
be zero. 



407 


In the second example oited by Bhaskara the Ecliptic 
coincides with the horizon, the pole of the Ecliptic being 
in the zenith. Then in a Solar Eclipse the Moon eclipses 
the Sun from the south showing that H sin Y — R. That 
H sin V = R is also evident from the fact that the Ecliptic 
makes 90° with the prime-vertical, having coincided with 
the horizon. But here according to Lallacharya’s formula, 
H sin | = Hvers 90° = R and Ay an a Valanajya is Hvers g, 
where S is the declination of a point whose longitude is 
90° more than ©. If © = 30°, 60° H sin 0 = 


— sin «/R or 
2 


sJ3 R sin to 
2 R 


* sin to 15 

ie. —-— or ^3/2 sm <». 


Evidently the sum of the two Yalanas Ayana and Aksa 
cannot be 90° as is also vouchasafed from geometry. So, 
here also, the flaw is evident. 


Note 1 . Sripatyacharya also followed Lallaoharya 
vide verses 18, 19, 20 Chandragrahanadhyaya, Siddhanta 
Sekhara. It will be noted that the commentator of 
Siddhanta Sekhara, while reiterating Bhaskara’s stand as 
the correct one, himself commits a mistake in saying 

In faot 


sin £ 


sin & sin h _ sin & sin z 


as proved by us before. 


cos ft cos 8 

The commentator oited above overlooked that sin f could 

be also equal to , wherein natakala also i 

cos 

implied. 


is 


Note 2 . It will be noted that even Prthsdakacharya, 
while commenting on Brahmasphuta Siddhanta, ignored 
Brahmagupta and followed Lallaoharya blindly. 


Note 3. The formula given by Lallaoharya and 
• followed by PrthQdaka as well as by Sripati is very rough 
besides containing the flaw oited, in as much as both {* 
and § are taken to be zero, which are not so, 



SURYAGRAHANXDHIKARA 


Verse 1. In as much as the observer situated on the 
sarfaoe of the Earth and as such elevated by the radius 
of the Earth from the centre there of, perceives not the 
Sun and the Moon having the same longitude at the 
moment of conjunction, to be in the same line of sight, 
heyt being depressed unequally having different orbits, so 
I proceed to elucidate wbat are called Lambana and Nati 
ie. parallax in longitude and latitude, on which account 
they are not in the same line of sight. 


2. 



Fig. 91 

Comm . (Refer fig. 91) Let E be the centre of the 
Earth, M and S the centres of fhe .discs of the Moon and 



409 


the San. Let A be the position of an observer on the 
surface of the Earth, elevated by the radius EA from E. 
Let M and S be in the same line of sight as seen from E. 
But as seen from A, AS and AM are respectively the lines 
of sight to the Sun and the Moon. Evidently these lines 
of sight differ the Moon being depressed more than the 
Sun. If a line AS' be drawn which is parallel to the central 
line of sight namely EMS, we find that the Sun is 
depressed by the angle S'AS whereas the Moon is depressed 
by the angle S'AM', These angles differ because the orbits 
of the Sun and Moon differ. 

Here the angle S'AS will be very very small, its 

magnitude being in truth just about 8" only. But the 

angle S'AM' will be sufficiently large since the Moon is 

very near the Earth compared with the Sun. Taking ES 

and AS to be almost parallel due to the largeness of the 

/\ 

Sun’s distance, the angle SAM will be almost equal to 

AMS so that we could consider that the Moon is depressed 
from AS the line of sight to the Sun by the angle SAM' = 

AME. This angle AME is called the geocentrio parallax 

of the Moon and the angle ASE that of the Sun M'AS =* 
angle of depression of the Moon over and above that of 

the Sun = M'AS' — M'AS = BMA — ESA = geocentric 
parallax of the Moon minus geocentrio parallax of the Sun. 

Verse 2. The presence or absence as well as the 
positiveness and negativeness of the parallax in longitude. 

Compute the Lagna at the moment of conjunction of 
the Sun and the Moon. There will be no parallax in 
longitude when the Sun is situated at the point called 
Vitribha or the point whose longitude is s L—90°, L 
being the longitude of the Lagna ie. the ascendant which 
is the point of intersection of the Ecliptic with the 
52 
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horizon. If the Sun’s longitude falls short of the longitude 
of the Yitribha or exceeds it, there will be parallax in 
longitude which will be positive in the former case and 
negative in the latter. 


Z 



Fig. 92 

Comm . (Ref. fig. 92) Let SN be she horizon, Z the 
zenith and YA the Ecliptic, A is the ascendant or Lagna. 
Let V be the point called Yitribha which is 90° behind A. 
Strictly speaking V is called Yitribhalagna or lagna from 
which three RSsrts or 90° are subtracted (Bba=Rasd. 

ftnron; fsrisnw. * anw sj flrfavrewra i e . 
a point whose longitude is got by subtracting three 
Bas'is from that of the Lagna). Let ZV be the vertioal of 

Y so that ZYA = 90°. It will be seen that AY — 90® as 
follows. Let A' be the point where the Ecliptic intersects 
the horizon on the west. One will oonstrue that the 
Ecliptic is biseoted by the meridian; but it is not so. 
Spherical triangles AVZ and A'VZ being right-angled at 
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V are eongruen.fi beoause AZ - A'Z and ZV is common 
AV = VA'. But AV -f VA' = 180° because the Ecliptic 

and the horizon being two "great circles, they bisect each 
other. Hence AV = 90°. Then a celestial body situated at 

V will be depressed along ZV the vertical, say, to a point B. 

Let © be any arbitrary position of the Sun; then © will 
be depressed along the vertical Z ©, say, to a point G. 
Draw CD perpendicular on the Ecliptic. Then ©D is the 
component of the parallax ©G along the Ecliptic where 
as DG is its component perpendicular to the Ecliptic. 
Thus ©D is the parallax in longitude and DO is the 
parallax in latitude. The word ‘ Lambana ’ means 
etymologically ie. that amount by 

which the celestial body is depressed (along the Ecliptic). 
In Hindu Astronomy the word Lambana is applied to 
parallax in longitude alone whereas the word Nati is 
applied to parallax in latitude. Hence to translate 
Lambana as parallax alone is not correct. The word 
Drik-lambana is applied to mean parallax along the 
vertical, and the word Sphutalambana is occasionally used 
to connote parallax in longitude. 

As Bhaskara rapidly comments on the verses in this 
Ganitadhyaya, he having dealt with the subject of parallax 
elaborately under the caption, Grahapa Vasana, in the 
Goladhyaya, to catch up his thought, we have to treat the 
subject first from the modern view point and then elucidate 
what he has said in the Goladhyaya, much matter of which 
is reiterated by him under the commentary here in the 
Gapitadhyaya. 

(Ref. Eig, 91) From the AEAM, 


a d d 

the Earth and d the distance of the celestial body (here the 
Moon) 
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Sin EMA = “sin ZAM = EM A. expressed in radian 
d 

y\ 

measure since BMA is ¥6137 small 

.*. EMA (expressed in radian measure) = - sin z I where 

z is the apparent zenith-distance of the Moon ie. zenith- 
distance as seen by the observer (in contradistinction to 

the geooentric zenith-distance of the Moon namely ZBM). 

In particular, when z * 90°, EMA = ^ which is the 

maximum parallax known as the horizontal parallax ie, 
the parallax when the Moon is situated on the horizon of 
the observer. Also the parallax is zero when M is situated 
at Z as is seen from formula I and as is rightly remarked 
by Bhaskara in the words * 

In fig. 91, EMA is the angle by which the line of 
sight of the observer namely AM is depressed from the 
geocentric line of sight EM. Since the plane of the paper 
represents a vertical through the Sun and the Moon, the 
depression of either the Sun or the Moon or the excess of 
the depression of the Moon over the Sun are all in the 
vertical plane. This depression is called Drik-lambana 
because it is a lambana or depression in the Drik-mandala 
or vertical. 

This Drik-lambana varies as sin z as is seen from 
formula I where a, and d may be taken to be oonstantB. 
(Both a and d vary slightly a varying slightly from place 
to place on the Earth, the Earth being an oblate spheroid, 
and d varying from position' to positiomof the Moon). 

The maximum horizontal parallax is given by § in 

d 

radian measure which is equal to, according to Bh&skara’s 
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estimate X — \-z X 3438 = 53' approximately. Its 
S J OlODO 

modern value is about 57' so that the Hindu estimate is 
not far from truth. Here 1681 and 51666 are the values 
of a and d in Yojanas according to Bhaskara. 

The Hindu astronomers do not, however, proceed 
exactly as we have done in the para above to obtain the 
maximum horizontal parallax. Their treatment is a little 
different and is as follows. Whereas according to Modern 

astronomy EM'A (fig. 98) is viewed as the horizontal 



parallax, in Hindu Astronomy MEM' or the angular 
measure of the Moon’s path equal to the radius of the 
Earth is taken to be the horizontal parallax. Both, 
of oourse, mean the same as is seen from the figure. 

In as muoh as the Hindu astronomers knew very well 
what they term or converting linear distances 

into angular measure, converting a linear magnitude equal 
to the radius of the Earth namely MM' at the lunar orbit 
into angular measure, they got 

X 3438 1681 X radians - 62'-42" as the 

EM 2 51566 

maximum horizontal parallax. 
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Having got this estimate, they reckoned this angular 
measure in time as the time taken by the Moon to traverse 
the distance MM' equal to the radius of the Earth as 
follows, The Moon traverses 790'-35", which is exactly 
15 times 52'-42". Hence they said that the maximum 
horizontal parallax is ^h of the Moon’s daily motion in 
arc and expressing it in terms of time, that the maximum 
horizontal parallax is of a day or T \th of 60 nadis or 
4 nadis. 

That this horizontal parallax is 4 nadis as a maximum, 
would have been also verified at the time of a solar eclipse 
when the Sun was situated on the horizon at the time of 
conjunction, by the fact that the eclipse occurred four nadis 
in advance of the moment of geocentric conjunction 
(which could be calculated very accurately by the Hindu 
astronomers, as could be seen by the very correct estimate 
of a lunation in Hindu Astronomy. In fact, the length 
of a lunation must have been estimated correctly by noting 
the time4nterval between two solar eclipses or lunar and 
by dividing that time by the integral number of lunations 
elapsed in between the twojeclipses). 

The question then arises~as to how the Hindu Astro- 
-nomers could know the distance of the Moon. Erom the 
estimate of the horitontal parallax by actual observation, 
and from the geometry of fig, 93, a correct estimate of the 
distance of the Moon must have been arrived at. 

Having thus known that the Moon traverses a 
distance equal to the radius of the Earth in 4 nadis, his 
daily linear motion was estimated to be 15 times the radius 

of the Earth ie. 15 = 11858! Yojanas. 

; The daily motion of the .Moon having thusj>een 
estimated almost correctly, an act of inexpedience on the 
part of the Hindu astronomers was that they should have 
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presumed that all the other planets including the Sun would 
be traversing the same linear distance during the course of 
a day. This led to a wrong estimate of the Sun’s distance 
as well as his spherical radius. Also, they supposed wrongly 
that the parallax of the Sun also would be equal to 
of his daily arcual motion, 

Their estimate of the spherical diameter of the Moon 
was, however, very near the truth, for, they argued, that 
if 790'-35" angular motion per day corresponded to 11858| 
Yojanas in linear measure, to what linear measure did the 
angular diameter of the Moon namely 32M) // -9 /// corres¬ 
pond ? The answer was 

11 858f X 
790'-35" 



Fig. 94 

It may be here pointed out that there is a relation 
between the angular radii of two celestial bodies as seen 
from each other and their mutual horizontal parallaxas 
(Fig. 94). Let E and M bet he centres of the Earth and 

the Moon respectively. EMA = horizontal parallax of 
the Moon = angular radius of the Earth as seen from the 

A 

Moon and BEM = Angular radius of the Moon — Hori¬ 
zontal parallax of the Earth as seen from the Moon. Thus, 
we see that the Earth will be seen from the Moon, as a 
Moon with an angular radius equal to 57'. In other words 
our Earth will be a Moon to our Moon, having nearly 16 
the area of our Moon's disc. 
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The periphery of the Moon’s orbit was arrived at as 
follows. “If 790'-35" of the Moon’s angular motion 
corresponds to 11858J Yojanas to what periphery must 
360 X 60' correspond ?” The answer is 

x 3 6 0^XjO __ 324000 Yojanas. Reverting to the 
790'- 35" 

subject of parallax on hand, the Drik-lambana or the 
parallax along the vertical has the formula - ~~^r~ Z 

nadis in Hindu Astronomy where 4 nadis is the maximum 
parallax obtained when H sin z = R. 

Prom fig. 92, C© 3 - CD 2 + D© 2 ie. 

Drik-lambana 3 = Nati 2 4- Sphutalambana 9 II 

CD = ©C sin C©D = 4 H - sin z 


\ 

sin 0©D = 4 sin z sin V©Z 


= 4 sin OZ sin Y©Z = 4 sin ZV 


Thus, the parallax in latitude at any point of the Ecliptic 
is that at the Vitribha which is conveyed by Bhaskara 
in the words 

\ 

Also ©D = C© cos C©D = 4 sin ©Z cos Z©V 

[ sin V © TTr 
R a IV 

= Maximum parallax X Vitribha-S'anku X H sine of the 
arc V ©. 

In the above working we proceeded in a modern way. 
It is worth-hearing Bhaskara as to how these results were 
arrived at elegantly and ingeneously from first principles. 
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In fig. 91, EMS is called Garbha-Satra whereas AS 
is called Drsti-Sutra. 

ie. In a3 much as the Moon is depressed from, the 
Drk-Sutra, so this phenomenon goes by the name Lambana. 
It will be noted that in Hindu Astronomy geocentric 
parallax will not be treated separately for the Moon and 
the Sun but dealt with simultaneously as it is called for, 
in the context of a solar eclipse. They were interested 
in knowing the relative depression of the Moon with 
respect to the Sun rather than knowing the separate 
magnitudes with respect to the Moon and Sun, for which 
they had no application. 


ie. In a8 much 

as the Garbha-Sutra and Drk-Sutra are identical in the 
direction EAZ (fig. 91) there is no parallax at the zenith. 

Now consider the plane through ZV of fig. 92. Suppose 
the EMS of fig. 91 is in the direction EV, Then both 
the Sun and the Moon may be considered t6 have the 
same Vitribha at that moment of conjunction. Both the 
Sun and the Moon being then depressed along ZV, to V' 
and V" respectively the Ecliptic will then be a circle 
parallel to VA (fig. 92) through V' and the orbit of the 
Moon will be another circle parallel to VA through V", V n 
being below V'. If we neglect, for a moment, the depres¬ 
sion of the Sun, and consider VD to be the Ecliptic on 
which the Sun is situated undeflected, and BO to be the 
deflected orbit of the Moon relative to the Sun, then VB 
is the Nati of the Moon, which will be the same distance 
between VD and BO, ie. the orbits of the Sun and the 
Moon. 

This fact was proved by us analytically in the modern 
jray showing that CD = BV. 

This Nati it is that influences the latitude of the moon, 
which may cause apparent conjunction when there is no geo- 

!i ‘ - $9 
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centric conjunction and which does not show an apparent 
conjunction when there is a geocentric conjunction. In 
other words parallax in latitude plays a very important part 
in solar eclipses. Also ©D being the parallax in longitude, 
the moment ol apparent conjunction might be preceded or 
followed by a geocentric conjunction according as the Snn 
lies along VA or AV. Thus having determined the exact 
moment of apparent conjunction using tne magnitude of 
©D, then we have to rectify the latitude using the 
magnitude of YB. If that reotified latitude of y8 falls 
short of R-fr where R is the angular radius of the Sun and 
r that of the Moon, then there will be a solar eclipse. 


It will be noted that when the Sun coincides with V 
at the moment of conjunction, there is no parallax in 
longitude ©D being zero (Fig. 92) in that position. Also 
there will be no parallax in latitude when the Ecliptic 
assumes the position of a vertical circle passing through 
the zenith, the Drik-lambana then being entirely along 
the Ecliptic. In this case the Yitribhalagna V will 

coincide with Z and - 8 ** 1 — Q which is termed the 

JEw 


Madhyamalambana is now entirely along the Ecliptic and 
as suoh it is the'Sphutaiambana in this case. We have said 
above that when V coincides with Z, the Madhyamalambana 
is zero at Z, and that the maximum is equal to 4 nadis on 
the horizon. In between Z and the horizon it has the formula 


4 H sin V © 



Noting farther that in this case when 


the H cosine of the zenith-distance of Y ie. the S'anku of 
V is R, the entire Iambana is along the Ecliptic, the nati 
being zero, and the Madhyamalambana is itself the Sphuta- 
lambana, and again when Y does not coincide with Z, 
H cos ZV is no longer R but has assumed Koti-Rspa ie. 
the form of a H cosine, as well as the Sphuta-lambana 
also, which assumes Koti-Rapa ie. of the form ©D of 
Fig. 92, where ©C is the Madhyamalambana, ©D is 
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Koti = Sphuta-Iambana, and DC = Bhuja == Nati, ifc 
argued that the Sphuta-Iambana is proportional to 
H cos ZV, assuming a maximum value when V coincides 
with Z ( © not being at Z). 

Verses 3 and 4. Parallax in longitude baaed on two 
proportions. 

Compute the H cosine of ZV, by calculating the 
rising time of AY, the Kujya, Dyujya and Antya pertain¬ 
ing to Y, as was formulated in the Tripras'nadhikara, then 
H sin V©, multiplied by 4 and divided by R, and again 
multiplied by H cos ZV and divided by R again gives the 
parallax in longitude. 

Comm. As per the above formula, parallax in longi¬ 
tude equal to ©D of Pig. 92 is equal to 

4 H sin V © X H cos ZV mL . . a a . 

-ga--. This is evidently derived out 

of two proportions that the parallax in longitude is 
proportional to H sin V 0 as well as H cos ZV. This we 
have already derived through modern methods as formula 
IV. 

Under verse 2, The two proportions are (1) V coin¬ 
ciding with Z, if by H sin V © equal to R, we have 4 nadis 
as the maximum lambana on the horizon, what shall we 
have by an arbitrary H sin V © ? The result is 

4 H sin X®- aud (2) V not coinciding with Z, if by 
R 

H cos ZV equal to R we have-g- as the 

Madhyamalambana, what shall we have for an arbitrary 
H cos ZV ? The result is 

4Hsin V© Hco^ZV aa formulated . 

R B 

First half of verse 5. Alternate method of rectifying 
lambana. The Madhyamalambana multiplied by 12 and 
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divided by the ChSySkarna of the Vitribha will also give 
the Sphuta-lambana. 


Comm. From Tripras'nadhikara, we have 

1? « jS_oog_Z fc | iat in fche f orm ula cited above instead of 
K R 

H c o s ZV we are ag ^ e ^ jj 0 use 12/K. 

R 

Latter half of verse 5 and first half of verse 6. 
Drk-nati 3 — H cos 3 ZV — H cos 9 Z © 

= H sin 3 Z© — H sin 3 ZV (fig. 92) 


4 Drk-nati 

"r 


= Sphutalambana. 


Comm, We shall first prove this on modern lines. 

Cos Z © = cos ZV cos Z © 

cos 9 ZV - cos 3 Z© = cos 3 ZV (1-cos 3 V©) 

a r/TT • j tt A H cob 3 ZV H sin 3 V © 

= cos 3 ZV sin 3 V © =-- . 

Also cob 3 ZV — cos 3 Z © 

• = sin 3 Z © - sin® ZV = 

H cos 3 ZV — H cos 3 Z© _ H sin 1 Z© - H sin 9 ZV 
R 3 R 3 

H cos 3 ZV — H cos 3 Z© = H sin 3 Z© - H sin 9 ZV ? 

H cos 3 ZV H sin 3 V © 


\ Dfk-nati defined above — JR cos 3 ZV — H oos 1 Z© 

cos ZV H siu V © 


sin 3 z © - H sin 3 ZV 


R 


. 4 Drk-nati _ 4H cos ZV H sin V© 

R R 3 

= Sphutalambana. 
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Bhaskara’s proof proceeds in two stages from first 
principles- In the first place when V coincides with Z, 
Lambana is seen to be equal to 4 nadis on the horizon and 
zero at Z ie. it is zero when H sin Z 0 = 0 and 4 nadis, 
a maximum when H sin Z 0 = R. So, it is meet that 
Lambana should be taken to be proportional to H sin Z© 
ie. proportional to natajya. In this context the lambana 
termed as Madhyamalambana is entirely along the ecliptic. 
It is taken to be in the form of Karpa, because in the 
position of ©C also it is in the form of a Karna, 

Then let the Ecliptic be deflected from the zenith 
(deflected = figrci). Vitribhalagna then being deflected 
from the position of Z, occupies the position of V (ifig, 92). 
So ZV is called Drk-kshepa since the Ecliptic which was 
in the form of a Drk-mandala is deflected from that posi¬ 
tion. Also the circle ZV is called Dfk-kshepa-mandala 
because V is deflected along that circle. Now consider 
the A whose sides are H sin ZV, H cos ZV and R. 
H cos ZV equal to R and as such in the form of a Karpa 
corresponds to the Madhyamalambana which is also in the 
form of a Karna ; when this Vitribha-S'anku assumed the 
form H cos ZV, ie. rendered a Koti from its form of a 
Karna, R, the Sphutalambana is also rendered a Ksti in 
the form of © D so that 

Madhyamalambana __ Sphutalambana 

- ~~bT * H cos ZV 

Sphutalambana = ——g-Madhyamalambana 

ZV w 4 H sin Z © 

X 

Then Bhaskara says that we could look at., this, from 
another angle in the words 
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In fig. 92, HsinZO is in the form of a Karna; 
H sin ZV is in the form of the corresponding Bhuja. This 
triangle formed by these two as sides may be taken to be 
similar to the triangle ©DO, both being called parallax 
As. This plane triangle ©DC is like the plane triangle 
which has for its sides H sin A, H sin where A and 8 
are the longitude and declination of a point of the Ecliptic. 


In the Tripras'nadhikara, we had occasion to deal 
with this triangle and there we had R 


sin 3 A 


H sin 3 

H COB 8 

sion of the point. Similarly R 


right 

n/H sin 3 Z© — H sin 3 ZV 


H cos ZV 

= H sin V ©. i In other words Drk-nati is H sin Y © 

* m 

projected into a circle of radius H cos ZV from a circle 
of radius R. We have the proportion 

0© _ CD _ D© 

H sin Z© © sin ZV n/H sin 3 Z © - fi sin 8 ZV 

D © = Sphutalambana 
VH sin 3 Z © — H sin 3 ZV 


The quantity under the radical in the denominator 
is called Drk*nabi for the following reasons. 

When V coincides with Z, V © is the Drk-mandala- 
nataj Sb that when V is deflected also, we continue 
to view the Drk-nati placed along Y ©. Since Madhyama- 
lambana ©CiBin the form of a Karria in the a ©DO, 
we perceive it to be in the form of a Kar^a even when 
V coincides with Z. This Madhyamalambana being equal 
bo Sphutalambana when Y coincides with Z, Sphuta¬ 
lambana is also in the form of a Karna then. Now in the 
position ©DO, Sphutalambana has assumed the position 
of a Koti ie. the Sphutalambana which, in the form of a 
K&roa> being placed along Dpk-mandala natamsa, is now 
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rendered a Koti and is placed along Vo, So the quantity 

•J H sin 3 Z © - H sin a ZV which is the Koti of the a 
formed by H sin Z© and H sin ZV, corresponds to the 
Koti of Sphuta-lambana ©D. So we call 

sin 8 Z© — H sin 9 ZV as Drk-nati, in as much 'as the 
Sphutalambana being placed along Y © in the form of a 
Karna when V © is Drk-mandala-nata, continues to be 
placed along V © in the deflected position also and 
becomes a Koti corresponding to the Koti of the triangle 
formed by HsinZ© and H sin ZV ie. corresponding to 
the quantity ./SHn’ ZO - H sin* ZV. The Sphuta- 
lambana should be construed as being associated with 
Drk-mandala-nata which term is now abbreviated to the 
term Drk-nati. 

At A of fig. 92, the Drk-nati — /s/ft 8 — H sin 9 ZV 
= H cos ZV == H cos ZV = Vitribha-lagna-S'anku, Hence 
the proportion prooeeds in accordance with this Drk-nati. 

*i 

Verse 6 (latter half) and first half of verse 7, 
Alternative method of obtaining parallax in longitude. 

H cos ZV \ 9 __ /H cos Z © \ a 

/4 / \ R/4 ) 

^ vV 

or "e/4 ) ~ V—S75 / 

gives the parallax in longitude expressed in nidis. 

Comm . These formulae just constitude another mode 
of expressing the parallax in longitude and the equivalence 

4 

of the formulae with the formula - Drk-nati is evident. 

It 

Latter half of verse 7. Use of the parallax in 
longitude. 

The time of the ending moment of New Moon ie. the 
of geocentric conjunction is to be rectified by this 
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parallax in longitude to get the moment of apparent 
conjunction by the method of successive approximation. 

Comm. In as much as the moment of apparent 
conjunction for an observer situated somewhere on the 
surface of the Earth precedes or follows the moment of 
geocentric conjunction being preponed or belated by the 
parallax in longitude, we have got to take this parallax 
in longitude into account and compute the moment of 
apparent conjunction. This computation has to proceed 
according to the method of successive approximation since 
the hourly motions of the Sun and the Moon vary as well 
as the parallax in longitude. When the Sun is in advance 
of V, the Sphutalambana advances the Moon more than 
the San so that the moment of apparent conjunction is 
past. Hence the correction is negative and vice versa. 

Verses 8 and 9. Computation of the parallax in 
longitude without an appeal to the method of successive 
approximations. 


Let Para = P H cos zv ; {Para ~ H sin 0 L}* -f- 
o2 

H 008 * 0 L = KVH sin-* { ®oo L ®L_X?ta» J = 
parallax in longitude. 

Eef. fig. 95, E 3 E a is taken to be what is termed Para 
equal to|H cos zv, H cos ZV being the Vitribha-S'anku. 

Since-oould be written as— ^ 2 4 , since 4 ghatis = 

= ^ 4 °’ ^ gratis being equivalent to 360*, 

| H cos ZV, = — |P 24 X H cos ZV. Imagining for a 
moment H cos zv has come in’ the place of H sin x 
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pertaining to the formula H sin $ 


H sin A X H sin 24 
E 


i H cos ZV = Para = the H sine of the declination of 

that point whose longitude is equal to Vitribha-S'anku, 
In other words Para is termed as the Vitribha-S'anku- 
Eupa-Kranti-Vrttiya-Bhujajyajanita-Krantijya. 


Now take E a E a = Para defined above. Draw circles 
of equal radii with Ej and E a as centres. Call (EJ and 
(B a ) as the Chandra-Kakshamandala and Bavi-Kaksba 

Mandala. Para by its formulation as 4 H cos ZV, is equal 

It 

to the maximum parallax in longitude for a given 
H cos ZV ie. for a given position of V with respect to Z. 
This being so, the parallax in longitude for an arbitrary 
position of © with respect to V will be 

Para X H sin ( © —v) ■,« , 

- according to the previous 

XI 

lation thereof. This form of the formula by its similarity 

with the formula ^ H sin m, pertaining to the eccentric- 

cirole-theory, suggested to Bhaskara that the parallax in 
longitude could be derived from the theory of the eccen¬ 
trics or Prati-Yrtta*Bhangl. In fig. 95, it will be noted 
that Ei, E a are nob the centre of the Earth and the position 
of the observer on the surface of the Earth but such 

4 /j 

points as E, E a is made equal to — H cos ZV or - H cos ZV 

it 5 d 

i 

of the modern figure ~ being equal to ^ , so that E* E a 

K d 

is of a variable magnitude varying with H cos ZV. 

Comm, When H cos ZV = R ie. when Y coincides 
with Z> we have the maximum parallax. What then will 

' ‘ ”4 • ’ 
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Fig. 95 

be had for an arbitrary H cos ZV ? The result is 
H ^ V X H sin 24 since 4 nadis correspond to 24*, 

60 nadis corresponding to 360°. Henoe the result is 

H cos ZV X 1397 „ 3438 . , 

-^-. Converting into a continued 

fraction we have 2 + ± ±. i. 0 f which the con- 

vergenfcs are §, f , ff, §§ and f§ is a very good convergent 
preceding a large quotient namely 9. So the result may 

be written as which is symbolized as 

Now parallax in longitude — P ara X H sin ( 0 —y) 

B 

When H sin (© — v) = R, the parallax will be equal to 
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Para. This formula by its similarity with the formula 
pertaining to the eocentrio theory led Bhaskara to use the 
method of eccentric circles to obtain the parallax. It is 
indeed ingenious on his part to have conceived the appli¬ 
cability of that method. 

Farther it is rather curious that 4 nadis of the 
maximum parallax should correspond to 24°. This also 
led Bhaskara to conceive similarity between the formulae 

H sin 8 = -- - - - (the formula used to 

obtain the declination g given the longitude A of a point 
of the Ecliptic) and the formula ? CQ —H sin 24 

= Para. So from an arbitrary H sin A equal to Vitribha- 
Stenku, Para is derivable as H sin g. In other words Para 
is called Vitribha-S'anku Rupa-Kranti-Vrttiya Bhujajya- 
Janita-Krantijya. 

Now the doubt arises, namely that when the formula 

longitudinal parallax — - arn ——— resembles 

Jl4 

the formula ~ H sin m which pertains to the Equation of 

centre, why does Bhaskara suggest that the parallax is 
derivable without the application of the method of succes¬ 
sive approximations, by appealing to the method S'lghra- 
phala. The doubt is here two fold (1) where is the 
necessity for the method of successive approximation to 
obtain the parallax, though it be called for, to obtain the 
moment of conjunction? (2) why does Bhaskara appeal 
to Hlghrakarma and nob Mandapkala, when the formula 
suggests the latter, by the presenoe of R and there is no 
K at all ? 

The answer is as follows. In the first place, even in 
the modem formula for parallax namely ajd sin z, z is 



the zenith-distance pertaining to the observer and not the 
geocentric zenith-distance, which are respectively called 
prsthiya and garbhlya natamsas. Also the parallax is the 
angle between the geocentric direction of the Moon and 
that r of the observer. (Vide fig. 91 where parallax * 

EM A). 

In deriving this parallax, we are using the apparent 
zenith-distance of the Moon and not the geocentric zenith- 
distance of the Moon. In fig. 92 the position of © corres¬ 
ponds to the geocentric position, whereas D corresponds to 
the position of the observer on the surface of the Earth. 
So, as we use the apparent zenith-distance as argument to 
obtain parallax along the vertical, so we have to use, YD 
as the argument to derive the parallax in longitude and not 
Vo. So, the method of successive approximations is called 
for as OD is first computed from the argument V © and 
YD is to be made the argument thereafter. This means 
that V © may be construed as Madhyakendra and VD as 
Sphutakendra. Now applying this idea to fig. 95, V 2 E 2 © 
may be construed as Sphutakendra whereas V 2 Ex © may 
be construed as Madhyakendra. 


Erom the similarity of the triangles ©NM, and 
©N ©M . ©M 


Ea DM, 

Para 

K 


LM 


X ©K 


EaM ‘ 

_ Para 
K 


©N 


E 2 M 


XLM = 


X H sin KE 2 © 


where E a M is termed the Karna and KE a ©, the Sphufca- 
kgndra is made the argument. Thus parallax in longitude 

which was originally formulated as —- a ^ P iEILiLzi? 

B 

(in which case, the method of successive approximation 

was called for), is now formulated as x H sin (KE a ©) 

K 



where that method of successive approximation is 
circumvented and where by the presence of K in the plaoe 
of B, analogy is with the eccentric method of formulation 
of S'lghraphala and not that of Mandaphala. Also 

E> = E a M 3 = E a L 2 + ML 2 = (E a K—LK) a -f ©K 2 = 

(E a K-M © ) a + ©K a = (H cos KE a 0 -Para) 8 + 

H sin 2 KE 2 o . 

But if L be the lagna of the moment L 0 — 90 V © 

so that H cos KE a 0 = H sin 0 L and H sin KE a 0 = 
H cos ©L K 2 = (H sin 0LPara) 2 + H cos 2 ©Las 
formulated in the verse. 

Fig. 95 is in the plane of the Ecliptic. The parallax 
in the vertical circle is projected on to the plane of the 

Ecliptic by taking 4 H cos ZV as tho Para, and deriving 
the parallax in longitude from this Para. 

Now, the doubt arises as to why the S'lghroccha is 
not taken to coincide with the Vitribha but is taken as 
removed 180° therefrom. 

Verse 10. H sin ZV (of fig. 92) is called the Drk- 
kshepa of the Sun, which is considered to be north in oase 
the northern declination of the Yitribha is greater than 
d> the latitude, otherwise south. 

Comm. Let in fig. 96, AY be the Ecliptic whereof 
A is the ascendant or Lagna and Y the Vitribhalagna. 
Let EQR be the celestial Equator. Let g be the decli¬ 
nation of the Vitribhalagna. Then if g><J. then ZV, the 
arc of the the Drk*ksepa, (H sin ZV being defined as the 
Drk-ksepa) as well as H sin ZV are considered to be north. 
Thus in fig. 96, it is north whereas in fig. 97 it is south. 
(In fig. 97, r is shown outside the celestial Bphere, signi- 



430 


fying that r is in the western hemisphere and is brought 
into view for clarity). 



Fig. 96 Fig. 97 

Verse 11 and first half of verse 12. Then the sum 
of ZV and the latitude of V assuming V to be the Moon, 
or the difference of the above two, as the case may be, 
according as both of them are north or of opposite 
directions, gives the arc whose Hsine is the Drk-ksepa 
of the Moon, The Djk-ksepas of the Sun and the Moon 
multiplied respectively by T \th of their daily motions and 
divided by the radius E (equal to 3438 / ) are the parallaxes 
of the Sun and the Moon in latitude. The sum or 
difference of these parallaxes according as they are of 
opposite or the same direction, is the true parallax in 
latitude in the oontext of a solar eclipse. 

Comm. The true parallax in latitude sought above is 
the relative parallax of the Sun and the Moon in latitude. 
Suppose in fig. 92, VB is the parallax in latitude pertain¬ 
ing to the Sun and VB' that pertaining to the Moon; then 
BB / is the relative parallax, the difference being taken in 
this oase because both are of the same direction. 

Parallax in latitude namely CD in fig. 92, we saw 
equal to VB which is equal to ^ sin ZV, In other words 

xii 


481 

the parallax in latitude either of the Sun or the Moon is 

equal to g H sin of the zenith-distance of the respective 

Yitribhalagna wherever the Sun or the Moon be situated 
in their orbfts namely the Ecliptic or the VimandaK Let 
H sin ZV be the Drk-ksepa of the Sun, V being the 
Yitribhalagna pertaining to the Sun and let H sin Zv 
be the Drk-ksepa of the Moon where v is the Vitribha- 
lagna of the Moon. (Ref. figures 98 and 99) Let R' be 
the pole of the Yimandala and vv % the latitude of v. Since 
v and V are in the proximo, the latitude of v may be 
taken to be very nearly equal to the latitude of Y so that 
ZV + latitude of V is very nearly equal to Zv, In fig. 98, 
ZV—latitude of V is very nearly equal to Zv because both 
ZV and latitude of Y are of the same direction. In fig. 99 
ZV+latitude of Y is very namely equal to Zv because both 
arc of opposite direction. Thus Zv — ZV + latitude of V 
approximately and H sin ZV and H sin Zv are the Drk- 
ksepas of the Sun and the Moon respectively. Having 

- - “ i X - - - - 

each case ie. the parallax in latitude and the sum or 
difference of these natis as mentioned in the beginning of 
the commentary of this verse gives the relative parallax 
of the Moon with respect to the Sun which is called the 


X 
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true parallax in latitude. This true parallax in latitude 
increases or decreases the latitude of the Moon at the 
moment of conjunction as is going to be mentioned in the 
latter half of verse 14. 

r 

In deriving the parallax in latitude from the respe- 

ctive Drk-ksepas, instead of using the formula ^ Hsine 

(Drk-ksepa) which is an expression in time, it is sought 
to express the same in arc because the latitude of the Moon 
is expressed in arc and we have to take the sum or differ¬ 
ence of the latitude and the parallax in latitude to obtain 
the apparent latitude of the Moon at the moment of 
conjunction. In the case of the parallax in longitude we 
sought to express the same in time because the moment 
of apparent conjunction was sought therefrom. 

Latter half of verse 12 and first half of verse 13. 
An approximate method of obtaining the relative parallax 
in latitude of the Moon with respect to the Sun. 

The Hsine of the zenith-distance of the nonagesimal 
pertaining to the Moon or what is called the Moon's 
Drk-ksepa multiplied by 2 and divided by 141, gives the 
relative parallax in latitude of the Moon with respect to 
the Sun ; or working with the smaller table of Haines 
(where R is taken to be 120) the Moon’s Drk-ksepa being 
multiplied by 2 and divided by 5 and the result being 
increased by ^th of itself gives approximately the relative 
parallax in latitude. 

Comm. Herein, the Vitribha or the nonagesimal of 
the Sun is taken to coneide with that of the Moon. In 
other words the Drk-ksepas (the Heines of the zenith- 
distances of the nonagesimals, of both the Sun and the 
Moon are taken to be identical. Then using the following 
proportion “ If by a Drk-ksepa equal to R, the relative 
parallax in latitude is equal to x \th of the difference of the 
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daily motions namely 48 / -46 // , what will it be for an 
arbitrary Drk-ksepa V' We have 


continued fraction, this will be equal to 

7 ^+ yq: 3 of which a very approximate convergent 

is xlx as taken by Bhaskara. 


will be 


If the radius be taken to be 120, the coefficient of D 
f 195 _ 13 _ I 11 


481- 


120 4o0 

approximately. 


32 2 + 2-f 6 


% very 
o 


Latter half of verse 13 and first half of verse 14. 
An easy methods to compute the parallax in longitude and 
latitude. 


Taking the Drk-sepa of the Moon as well as the Sun 
to be the Hsine of the meridian zenith-distance of the 
Vitribha and the H cosine of its meridian zenith-distance 
as the Vitribha-S'anku, the parallaxes in latitude and 
longitude could be got from them respectively. 

Comm. Parallax in longitude is computed from the 
Vitribha-S'anku, whereas parallax in latitude is computed 
from the Drk-ksepa or the Hsine of the zenith-distance 
of the Vitribha, Thus for both the purpose the Vitribha’s 
position is important, whose zenith-distance and altitude 
give respectively the parallax in latitude and longitude. 
Since in practice it is a little cumbrous to obtain the 
Vitribha’s altitude and zenith-distance, an approximate 
procedure is suggested. Obtaining the declination or the 
Sphuta-kranti of the Moon taking him to coincide with 
the Vitribha by the method described in verse 3 of the 
G-raha-cchayadhikara, and using the formula Z4*ft=i, the 
meridian zenith-distance of the Vitribha can be got. This 
tnay be assumed to be the Djk-sepa approximately. The 
55 
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complement of the meridian-zenith-distance may be 
assumed to be the Vitribha-S'anku approximately. Then 
the parallaxes in latitude and longitude could be computed 
respectively from the two as described before. 

r 

The following figure gives a particular nomenclature 
that was in the mind of Kamalakara, the author of 
Siddhantatattvavivgka. 



Fig. 99-A 

Latter half of verse 14. The purpose of obtaining 
the parallax in latitude. 
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The apparent latitude of the Moon is equal to the 
algebraic sum of his geocentric latitude and the parallax 
in latitude. From this apparent latitude are to be calcu¬ 
lated the Sthiti-khanda and Marda-khanda of the solar 
eolipse (by the method described in the chapter on* lunar 
eclipse, taking the eclipsing body or grahaka to be the 
Moon and the eclipsed or Grahya to be the Sun). 

Comm, The geocentric parallax of the Moon has a 
double effect on the occurence of a solar eclipse as men¬ 
tioned before. If the parallax be resolved along the 
Ecliptic and along a secondary to the Ecliptic, we have 
respectively the parallax in longitude and that in latitude. 
The parallax in longitude makes the apparent moment of 
conjunction at a given place, differ from the moment of 
the geocentric conjunction, whereas the parallax in latitude 
makes the magnitude of apparent latitude of the Moon at 
the plaoe of observation differ from that of the geocentric. 
The apparent latitude is equal to the sum or difference 
of the geocentric latitude and the parallax in latitude. 
Having got the apparent latitude, the computation of the 
Sfchiti and Marda-khandas could be done according to the 
method described in the chapter on lunar eolipse. 

For a point 0 on the surface of the Earth, a solar 
eclipse occurs if the latitude of the Moon be less than MD 
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(vide fig. 100) where M is the centre of the Moon and MD 
the latitude of the Moon at the point of first contact 

MD = MB + BD = m + BED where m is the semi¬ 
diameter of the Moon’s disc. But 

BED = BEA + AES - CBE - CAE 4- AES = P - p -f 5 
where P and p are the parallaxes of the Moon and the Sun 
and s the angular Bemi-diameter of the Sua. Thus in 
order that a solar eclipse may be possible for some point 
of the Earth, the latitude of the Moon at the moment of 
conjunction must be less than P + s + w- p 
= 57' 4- 16' 15' = 89' approximately. The lesser the 

northern latitude of the Moon at the moment of conjun¬ 
ction, more places situated on the surface of the Earth 
between 0 and F will have solar eclipse where F is the 
sub-solar point ie. the point of the Earth which has the 
San in the zenith at the time of conjunction. Similarly, 
if the southern latitude of the Moon is less than 89' at the 
moment of conjunction the places situated on the Earth 
between G and F will have solar eclipse. In particular 
the sub-solar point F will have solar eclipse if the latitude 
of the Moon at the moment of conjunction is less than 
HD ie. less than s-\-m ie. 33' approximately. The sub- 
solar point will have no parallax, so that the terms P andp 
in P +s~\-m—p vanish. For the other points ie. points 
between F and 0 or G parallax will be there and the 
latitude may be greater than s + m but less than 
'—p to have an eclipse. A latitude of 33' corres- 

ponds to a distance of 15 = || = 7 —° of the San 

with respect to a node. Thus if at the moment of conjun¬ 
ction, the latitude of the Moon be less than 7 °, even the 
sub-solar point must have an eclipse. 

Verses l5 f 16, 17. To find Spars'akala, MoksakSla, 
Sammllanakala and Unmtlanakala. 





First; compute the time called Sthiti-khanda (as 
mentioned in the chapter on lunar eclipses). The ending 
moment of local Amavasya or what is called the moment 
of local conjunction is known as the Madhy a-Grahakala 
or the moment of the middle of the eclipse. Subtract the 
Sthiti-khanda from the computed time of Geocentric 
conjunction; the result will be the approximate Spars'a- 
kala. This has to be rectified for parallax in longitude 
as well as the approximate Madhyagrahakala of geocentric 
conjunction to obtain the local Sparsta-kala and the local 
Madhyagrahakala; Similarly the Moksakala, the Sammi- 
lana and the Un-mtlanakalas are to be rectified for 
parallax in longitude. But while effecting this correction 
for the parallax in longitude, the Moon’s latitude also 
differs for the corrected time which in turn effects the 
durations of Sthiti-khanda, Moksa-khanda etc. Correcting 
the first computed Sthiti-khanda. Moksa-khanda eto. for 
this variation in the latitude, and subtracting the Sthiti- 
khanda from the time of Madhya-graha, we have a better 
approximation for the Spars'akala. In as much as parallax 
in longitude, that in latitude, and the Moon’s latitude vary 
from time to time, and the times of Sparta, Madhyagraha 
etc. are effected by them, the process of computation 
proceeds by the method of successive approximation. 
Subtracting the rectified Marda-khanda from the rectified 
Madhyagrahakala, we have the true Sammllanakala; 
similarly adding the former to the latter we have the true 
Un-mllanakala. 

„ If, as mentioned before in verse 9, the parallax in 
longitude is found without using the method of successive 
approximation, the Spars'a-kala and the Moksa-kala are 
had at once. But the latitude of the Moon and the parallax 
in latitude are to be computed using the then longitudes 
of the Moon and the non-agesimal. 


Comm. Clear. 
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Verses 18, 19. To obtain the true values of the Bhuja 
and the Istakala. 

The remaining work proceeds on the lines indicated 
in the.chapter on ‘lunar eclipses ’ (ie. the computation of 
the Bimbavalana, Bhuja, Koti and the like is to be done 
as indicated there). The Bhuja will be rectified by multi¬ 
plying it by the Sthiti-khanda obtained by adopting the 
latitude of the Moon effected by parallax in latitude and 
divided by the Sthitrkhanda rectified for parallax in 
longitude. Similarly given the grasa ie. the magnitude 
of the eclipse, the result found before by verse 15 in the 
chapter of lunar eclipses, is to be multiplied by the Sthiti- 
khanda rectified for parallax in longitude and divided by 
that obtained adopting the latitude of the Moon effeoted 
by parallax in latitude, and the result so obtained being 
subtracted from the Sthiti-khanda, we get the Ista-kala. 

Comm. Refer fig. 73. The Sthitikhanda is the time 
taken by the centre of the eclipsing body to go from to 
N relative to the eclipsed body, ie. keeping the eclipsed 
body fixed. The Bhuja at any intermediate point of time 
between the moment of first contact and the 'middle of 
the eclipse is NO of fig, 73; and the Istakala is the time 
elapsed between the moment of first contact to the 
moment when the centre of the eclipsing body occupies 
any arbitrary position C, In the oontext of the lunar 
eclipse, the Bhuja was calculated by the formula (T—I) 
(wi—Si) where T is the Sthiti-khanda, I — Istakala, m, 
and sa the motions of the Moon and the Sun on the day 
c oncerned. This Bhuja may be also expressed in the form 

V(R+r—where R, r are the radii of the eclipsing 
and eclipsed bodies, of the grasa and B the latitude of the 
Moon at the middle of the eclipse. Given the grasa G» 
the formula to find I the Istakala, is 

-q) a — R 

HI —« , j n ^e present context of the 

m^—Sy 

solar eclipse, the latitude of the Moon is effected by the 
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parallax in latitude, so that it is a variable. We are to 
make a correction for this variability, both in the com¬ 
putation of Sthiti-khanda, Bhuja and Ista-kala. The 

formula for the Sthiti-khanda is where fi 

m x —si 

is the latitude of the Moon at the moment of conjunction. 
The value of MN at the moment of conjunction will not 
be equal to its value at any intermediate point because 
parallax in latitude differs from position to position of the 
Moon. In other words yg is variable. The formulae given 
for the rectification of the Bhuja B or the Istakala I are 

B/ = -2L-' and I' = T' - >/ ( R + r x !L 

I mi — 8i T 

T' is the Sthiti-khanda rectified for the variability of yg 
B' is the Bhuja rectified for the same whereas T and B are 
the values of the Sthiti-khanda and Bhuja computed 
taking the effeot of parallax in longitude above. 

The effect of parallax in longitude is to prepone or 
postpone the moment of first contact as well as that of 
conjunction. The verse under commentary uses two terms 
Sphuta-Sthiti-khanda and Sphuteshuja-Sthiti-khanda. 
The former is the Sthiti-khanda rectified for parallax in 
longitude whereas the latter is that rectified for parallax 
in latitude ie. by adopting Q f instead of Q in the formula 

w here yg' = $ + effect of parallax in latitude. 

Wit—Si 

Suppose on aooount of parallax in longitude the 
moment of first contact tt becomes tfi-f&tfi, and let the 
moment of conjunction t % become 4+S^a* Then the 
Sthitikhanda unrectified for parallax in longitude will 
be whereas that rectified for parallax will be (f 8 —<,) 

4 - This rectified Sthitikhanda is called 

Sphuta-Sthiti-khanda. Now the verse under commentary 
gives a procedure to rectify the Bhuja, and Istakada in the 
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wake of ^8 being effected by parallax in longitude, 
formula for Bhuja wherein all quantities 

wi.- — a. 


except Q may be taken to be constant, Suppose ft effected 
by parallax be comes ft. If ft > ft Bboja will decrease ; 


also the Sthiti-khanda whose formula 


^(R-j-r) 2 ft 

IS •— -"™*— -~~ 

mi—Si 


decreases if ft> ft Hence if T' be the new value of T 
the Sthiti-khanda, T' < T. In other words when ft > ft 
B' < B and T' < T. Also if ft < ft both B' and V will 
be greater than B and T respectively. Hence as a rough 
measure B and T are taken to vary together positively or 
negatively and as such proportionally. Though both 
increase or both decrease together, strictly speaking the 
oonoept of proportionality is there; but roughly speaking 
they are taken to vary proportionally which means 
B V T' 

B ; = ———-. The fact that proportionality is not there 

could be seen in two ways. B = (T— I) (mi -sO (1) with 
usual notation so that taking B and T to vary on account 
of the variation in ft &B = $T (mi—«,), I not varying so 
that B + gB = B' = (T + ST) (m 1 - Sl ) - I (mi -*) = 
T' (mi—«i) — I (mi-si) — (T 7 —I)(mi— si) (2). 


Dividing (1) by (2) B/B' = which will be 

approximately equal to T/T' provided I iB very small 
compared with T. Assuming so, B/B, could be taken to 

be equal to T/T,which means W = as mentioned 

in the verse. Or again, considering the formulae for B 
and T and differentiating them with respect to R and 
getting B' and T ; , we shall have the following working. 

that 2 BgB = 
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or 


£B = ^; similarly T a = ^t r l so that 

n (m, — Sj) Wj—Sj 


2 T gT = so that gT 




m 


B 1 - B+gB - B- 


T Ira, -Sj) 

■ and T 1 ; 

-tS \THi *5i) 


B 1 __ B 8 -^ V T (mt-st) 
** T 1 B (wj —si) X T a 


T 


Tim,-#,) 


T 


m 


. Since ^ ± M 


B*^ B 
T 1 T' 


Regarding the finding of Istakala when g the grasa 
is given, we have the formula 

T “I = '——— = —— so that putting T -I =**t 

mi -s, m ,—8 


y R+r-g» -/3 9 

m x —Sx 


As fi increases decreases so that 


T —t increases ie. I increases. Whereas as /? increases T 
decreases. This means in a way that as T decreases. I 
increases so that I is taken to be inversely proportional 


* 

to T ie. I' is taken to be 


I XT 
T' 


as given. 


Here also, it could be seen that the inverse propor¬ 
tionality iB not strictly there j for fi increasing both t and 
T deorease bo that T— t ie. I will increase only if the 
decrease in t iB greater that in T. But t 1 
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and 


rrs __ (B ~hr) a —0 

1 ; v, 

—s 


so that 


Thus we see that as fi increases both t and T decrease 
on account of the minus signs in fit and ST. Also if I 

were to increase, s ^ ou ^ g rea ^ er than 


^A —- j e i mu st be greater than ie 
T (nh—si) t & T 


1 


T should be greater than t and this is so. Hence as 
/} increases t and T decrease but T —t increases ie. as T 
decreases T increases ie. I increases. So, roughly I is 


taken to be inversely proportional to T so that V 


_ I X T 
X' 


If strict inverse proportionality is there, since, 


and T + fiT = T' = T 


m 


T (mi—si) 


a and therefore 



f must be roughly equal to T* which means T— tf = I 
must be email. In other words the formula of the vprae 
holds good only for small I's or Istakalas. 


In fact this process of rectification of the Bhuja was 
first given by Brahmagupta in verses 18 and 19 of Surya* 
grabanadbikara and accepted by Brlpati in verse 14. 
The verse 19 under Lunar eclipses in the SQrya- 
siddhanta also seems to indicate this process but uses the 
words Madhya-Sthiti-khanda and Spasta-Sthiti-kh&nda in 
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an ambiguous sense. Ranganatba in his commentary 
takes the Madhya-Sthiti-khanda to mean tbat rectified 
lor variation i 1 and Spasta Sthiti-kbanda to mean that 
rectified for parallax. Some modern traditional commen¬ 
tators, for example pandit Sitha Ramajha commenting on 
the verse of the Suryasiddhanta and the commentator of 
the verses of Brahma 8phutasiddhanta published under 
the editorship of Acharya Hama Swarupa Sharma, have 
ignored the variation in 0 and confined themselves only 
to the effect of parallax in longitude. 

Yet one more proof could be adduced in this behalf. 
Let D, be the moment of geocentric conjunction, t the 
time for a given grasa in between D and T the moment of 
first geocentric contact. Then the times D, t and T are 
to be corrected both for parallax in longitude and that 
in latitude. Take the geocentric Sthiti-khanda, and 
geocentric Bhuja as the mean-values T and B and those 
corrected first for parallax in longitude as the True values 
T' and W. Also take the time t corrected for parallax in 
longitude to be V. We could write T' -T = £jT> t f 
and B 7 — B=$B. In the above, consider B expressed in 
time. Then D —T = S the mean Sthiti-khanda, D —£ = B 
the mean Bhuja, D 7 —T'=S', the true Sthiti-khanda recti¬ 
fied for parallax in longitude, D 7 -t' — W the Bhuja also 
rectified for the same. The &B=&D—8r = &D gT. 
Then using the proportion ** If for D—T we have D ~ I* 
as the variation what shall we have for D —t ?” The result 


D-T 


'—T 7 ) __ Mean Bhuja XTrue Sthiti-khanda 

Mean Sthiti-khanda 
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In other words to obtain the Bhuja rectified for 
parallax in longitude, we have to multiply the mean Bbuja 
by the Sthiti-khanda rectified for parallax and divide by 
the Mean Sthiti-khanda. Similarly to obtain the Sthiti* 
khaDda rectified for the variation in latitude alRO, take 
the StHiti khanda rectified for parallax as the mean and 
that rectified for variation in 0 as the True and then by 
the same procedure, Bhuja rectified for parallax in latitude 
will be equal to Sthiti-khanda rectified for parallax in 
latitude multiplied by the Bhuja rectified for parallax in 
longitude divided by the Sthiti-khanda rectified for parallax 
in longitude Bhaskara gives the names Spbuta Sthiti- 
khanda and Spbuta S'araja-Sthiti-khanda to the Sthiti- 
khanda rectified for parallax in longitude and that rectified 
further for parallax in latitude. The proof adduced above 
accords with the statements of Brahmagupta, Srlpati and 
BbSskara; Rmganatha bearing in mind Bhaskara’s 
version puts a correct interpretation on verse 19, Lunar 
eclipses of Suryasiddbanta. But the usage of the words 
Madhya and Spbuta in that verse, misled the modern 
traditional scholars including Burgess. If is to be men¬ 
tioned here that tie word Koti translated as perpendicular 
by Burgess is misinterpreted by him (see bis commentary 
under verse 19, luuar eclipses) as ‘ The perpendicular is 
furnished us in time and the rule supposes it to be stated 
in the form of the interval between the given moment and 
that of contaot or separation This translation goes 
against the definition of Koti contained in verse 18 just 
above, since the Koti of Sfiryasiddhanta is the Bhuja of 
Bhaskara and vice versa. 


We shall now see why there f arose oonfusion in the 
minds of many modern commentators including Burgess. 
The problem mooted by the Snryasiddhanta in calling for 
a rectification of the Koti, is to be noted as that when the 
grasa g is given and not the Istakala I. The two formulae 
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for Kofci are and (T -I) (u— v). When I 

u—v 

is given we have to use the latter formula and take T" in 
the place of T where T, T' aad T" are respectively the 
Sthityardhas (1) Mean, (2) Mean rectified for parallax in 
latitude and (3) Mean rectified for parallax in longitude. 
Of course here to arrive at T", method of successive 
approximation is to be used as /S goes on changing from 
time to time and there is an inter-play between the 
simultaneous effects of parallax in longitude and that in 
latitude. 


On the other hand when g is given we have to use the 
former formula for the Koti and the Koti thus obtained 
is to be rectified for the variation in d- So Suryasiddbanta 
proposes the formula 


R4-r g ) 2 —/3 a 
u—v 


IJV 

X — meaning thereby that the correction 


for the variation in d is more important because the 
formula is in terms of $ and not the other formula. This 
formulation is approximate but adopted for the sake of 
ease. Otherwise from the grasa, I is to be obtained and 
the other formula could be used which method is more 
laborious. 


Bhasklra's Correction of Brahmagupta's Statement 

Verses 1, 2 & 3. The statement of Brahmagupta 
namely that the arc of the Moon’s Drk-ksepa will be 
obtained by the sum or difference of that of the Sun with 
the latitude of the Vitribha, I (Bhaskara) do not accept. 
I shall give the reason why. In a place where the 
latitude is 24°. when the longitudes of the Sun, the Moon 
and the Node are all 180®, at the time of Sun-rise, the 
ecliptic occupies the position of the prime-vertical. The 
Moon will not leave the ecliptic even though depressed by 
parallax in longitude. Thus there is no parallax in 
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latitude... The Vitribha then being in the zenith, and its 
latitude being 4|°, the Drk-ksepa of the Moon according 
to Brahmagupta’s formula will be 4J° and therefore the 
parallax in latitude obtained by the Drk ksepa will be 

7 1x gjjp.ii! - 270 = 4'-8" which is not 

15 3458 3458 

the ease actually. 

Comm. Having thus shown the flaw in Brahma¬ 
gupta’s approximate formula, Bhaskara proceeds to show 
how that formula could be justified in a particular way. 
Brahmagupta assumed the Moon’s orbit to be the ecliptic 
because at the moment of an eclipse, the latitude of the 
Moon is very small so that he might be taken to be on the 
ecliptic. In figure 101 let the Ecliptic coincide with the 
prime-vertical ZE. Let EV be the Moon’s orbit where 
Y is the Vitribha of the Moon’s orbit. The arc of the 
Sun’s Drk-ksepa is here zero and that of the Moon's 
Drk-ksepa is ZV which is the sum of the arc of the Sun’s 
Dtk ksepa namely zero and the latitule of the Moon’s 
Vitribha namely ZV, since the pole of the ecliptic now 
coincides with the south point S, which means that ZV is 
the latitude of V. 

_ .. Let VV' be the nati which is equal to AB, since V'A 
is the so-called Viksepa Sadrs'amandala or the deflected 
position of VE on account of parallax in latitude. The 
four minutes of parallax in latitude is now VV'=AB. This 
parallax is obtained because, Bhaskara argues, the nati 
obtained by Brahmagupta is there because he took VE to 
be the Ecliptic and so obtained that nati with respect to 
VE. Now, Bhaskara says, this is to be corrected bv the 
difference of the Moon’s latitudes the original one and 
that obtained after the Moon is deflected by the parallax 
in Longitude. This difference is 0-AB=BA. Correcting 
AB with BA, the result is AB-f BA=0 so that ultimately 
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there is no parallax in latitude ie. no nati at all, as should 
be the case. 




Or, Bhaskara’s argument could be better illustrated 
from figure 102. Let VS be the ecliptic where V is the 
Sun’s Vitribha and S, the Sun. Let V'M be the Moon's 
orbit called Viksepamandala where V' is taken to be the 
Moon’s Vitribha and M the Moon. Let S', M' be the 
deflected positions of the Sun and the Moon on account of 
parallax. ZV'=ZV+VV' = the arc of the Sun’s Drk- 
ksepa -f- the latitude at the point V called Vitribhalagna— 
Bana, as formulated by Brahmagupta that ZV' is roughly 
equal to the Moon’s Drk-ksepa-Dhanus. (Strictly speaking 
ZV' ought to be perpendicular to the Moon's orbit V'M, 
if V' were to be the Vitribha of the Moon; but, as the 
latitude is small, the error is negligible). Let LS' and 
L'M' be the so-called Kranti-Sadrs'a-mandala and Viksepa 
Sadps'amandala or parallel drawn to the ecliptic and the 
Moon’s orbit through the deflected positions S' and M' of 
the Sun and the Moon. S'w is the Sun’s parallax in latitude 
9 ie. Nati. Similarly Brahmagupta took MV to be the 
nati of the Moon as stated by Bhaskara. The error com¬ 
mitted will be therefore MV—S f n = (MV-f x'n f )— 
{^> , x-\-xn)^Wx t -$n) cancelling x f n f and S'n which are 
roughly equal. Also xn could be roughly taken to be equal 
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to MS. Hence the relative parallax is equal to M tx l —MS= 
Difference of the latitudes of the Moon in his original 
and deflected positions respectively. Heoce 
8 l n—Wn' —(MV— MS) = Brahmagupta’s nati-f-correction 
of the' difference of the latitudes reversely effected, as 
stated by Bhaskara. 

In fact, Bhaskara has misread Brahmagupta’s correct 
procedure, since the latter sought the relative parallax of 
the Sun and the Moon. 

Instead of adding the latitude at V to the zenith- 
distance of V (the aro of the Sun’s Drk-ksepa) which 
implies additional computation of that latitude, as an 
approximate procedure, MS is added to ZV to get ZV/ as 
an alternate procedure as mentioned by Bhaskara in the 
course of the commentary. 

Whereas Brahmagupta was seeking relative parallax, 
Bhaskara misread that Brahmagupta took MW as the nati 
and did not effect the correction of {Wx —MS) to obtain 
S l n, which Bhaskara took to be the Sphuta-nati. Not 
effecting the above correction is interpreted as negleoting 
it since the Moon’s latitude during the course of an eclipse 
is small. 



GRAHACCHAYADHIKSRA 


Verse 1. The orbital inclinations of the planets. 

The inclinations of the orbits of Mars, Mercury, 
* Jupiter, Venus and Saturn to the ecliptic are respectively 
110, 152, 76, 136 and 130 minutes of arc. The nodes of 
Venus and Mercury get rectified by adding their respective 
S'lghra anomalies to their values obtained originally. 

Comm, The values given above are said to be the 
mean values. Those given for the superior planets namely 
Mars, Jupiter and Saturn approximately accord with their 
modern values. Bhaskara says that these values pertain 
to that moment of observation, when the S'lghra anomaly 
is equal to 90+£ H sin -1 a where a is Heine of the 
maximum S'lghrapbala. This is quite in order because 
when the S'fghra anomaly assumes the said value, the true 
planet is at the point of intersection of the deferent and 
the eccentric, which means that the planet is equidistant 
from E* as well as E 9 (vide fig. 103). Identifying E! to 
be the earth’s centre and E a to be that of the Sun in the 
oase of the superior planets, the mean latitude of the 
planet observed will be the same as that observed either 
from the earth or from the Sun. Hence in the case of 
the superior planets, the maximum latitudes of the planets 
observed accord with the geocentric as well as heliocentric 
observation. These are taken to be the mean values of 
$he maximum latitudes. 

In the oase of the inferior planets, it will be clear why 
the modern values of 7° and 3°-24' for Mercury and Venus 
are far higher than the Hindu values namely 152' and 
136'. Since the mean planet in this case is taken to be 
the Sun, the linear values of the latitude observed from 
E and S, the centres of the Earth and the Sun respectively 
will be in the ratio SP/ES (vide fig. 104). 
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Fig. 103 Fig. 104 


In the case of Mercury this ratio is and that in 
the case of Venus is Hence the values and 

2^4 x 7 j 0 268' and 142' roughly accord with the Hindu 
10 

values. In other words the Hindu values are geocentric 
and the modern heliocentric. 

Bhaskara adds that the nodes of Mercury and Venus 
as computed previously are to be increased by the S'lghra 
anomaly to obtain the actual longitude of the node from 
which the latitude is to be computed. This directive is 
a beautiful example to show implied heliocentric motion. 
Let the convex aagle ASN be the heliocentric longitude 
of the node measured negatively as the node has a negative 
motion along the ecliptic. Adding the heliocentric S'lghra 
anomaly to this longitude of the node means convex 

angle ASN+USP=360 o +NSP-ASU=NSP—ASU. Now 

A A f 

add the longitude of the planet ie. here ASU (=AES) to 
obtain the argument from which the latitude of P the. 
planet is to be computed. The result is NSP as should be,. 
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Computing the latitude as indicated in the next verse, 

by the formula — s * n w ^ ete ^ j g ma ximum 

Jl tXli 

latitude cited above in the respective cases, multiplied by 
B and divided by K indicates that the linear magnitude 
of the latitude will be increased or decreased according as 
K is smaller or greater than B. 



(a) In this context, we are to throw light on some 
moot points. Bbaskara says “ ?nr: 

which tantamounts to saying 
that the node is situated in the heliocentric orbit “ 

The Vimandala or the planet’s orbit, taking 
for example the inner orbit of P in fig. 105, does not 
exactly lie in the plane of the ecliptic as shown in that 
figure but is in an inclined position cutting the eoplanar 
inner orbit in N and W, as shown by the ellipse hi PN' 
where NP = NP'. The argument to calculate the latitude 

is NP' and the formula is —. ; X to give the helio- 

Jtt 

centric linear latitude. To obtain its geocentric linear 

R 

value, we have to multiply by 
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(b) In the case of the superior planets, Bhaskara 

mentions in the Goladhyaya fait* 

^TT ” verse 22 (Golabandhadhikara). 

This also clearly indicates that the orbits or the superior 
planets are also heliocentric, for, otherwise, there is no 
purpose of subtracting the S'lghraphala from the True 
position of the planet. The purpose in doing so is to 
obtain the heliocentric longitude of the planet (vide 
fig. 106). 

True geocentric longitude of J is A^EJ=ASJ/. 

Subtracting the S’lghraphala EJS=JEJ/ from ASJ 7 , 

A 

we have ASJ the heliocentric longitude. Adding the 
retrograde longitude of N (sfa as cited above in 

s\ 

verse 22) means adding ASN to ASJ" which gives NSJ. 
This is the argument to calculate the latitude of J. 

(c) Bhaskara alludes to a confusion in the mind of 
Cbaturvedacharya in this context while commenting upon 
verses 23, 24 in Golabandhadhikara (Goladhyaya). Chatur- 
vedaoharya commenting on Brahmagupta’s words (verse 10 
Grahayukti-adikara ch. 9, Brahma Sphutasiddhauta) 
exclaims. “ The latitude of Mercury and Venus will be the 
same as what they are at the point of S'lghroccha ; correct¬ 
ness of the result alone is proof; no other reason could be 
adduoed!” Bhaskara clears his misconception in the 
following words. “ The number of sidereal revolutions of 
the nodes of Mercury and Venus mentioned in the chapter 
on mean motion, are to be increased by the number of the 
sidereal revolutions of the S'ighroccbas of Mercury and 
Venus, as mentioned by Madhava in his work “ SiddhSnta- 
chudamani This means that the S'lghra anomaly is to 
be added to the position of the node obtained by the smaller 
number of revolutions given in the ohapter on mean 
motion. 
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The misconception in the mind of Chaturvedacharya 
as well as the wrong notion in the minds of Madhava and 
even Bhaskara in construing that the number of revolu¬ 
tions of the nodes are to be increased by the number of 
revolutions of the S'lghrocchas, are due to the fact that 
it was overlooked that the position of S'lghrocchas with 
respect to Mercury and Venus are given by their helio¬ 
centric longitudes. In other words as is mentioned by 
the verse “ 3T$: ^r: ” the S'lghroc¬ 

chas of Mercury and Venus are no other than the helio¬ 
centric positions of those planets. Thus the exclamation 
of Chaturvedacharya cited above arose out of thinking 
that the S'ighrocchas differ from the planets , whereas they 
are the same heliocentrieally, though they differ geocentri¬ 
cally. Helioeentrically the planets longitude is (vide fig. 

105) ASP which is equal to A / EP / geocentrically. The 
geocentric longitude of the planet is on the other hand 
A/EP differing from the above, though both the helio¬ 
centric and geocentric longitudes point to the same planet. 
Bhaskara, no doubt, gave a correct procedure but missed 
to identify the S'lghroccha and the heliocentric position 
of the planet. In this context, the reader is referred to 
the author’s 1 peculiar concept of S'lghroccha in Hindu 
astronomy published in the journal of Oriental Research 
of the S. V. University Vol. XIV, Part 2, Dec. 1971. 


Verse 2. The Hsine of the arc of the planet’s orbit 
Vimandala intercepted between the nearer node and the 
planet multiplied by the maximum latitude of the planet 
cited, and divided by the S'lghrakarna gives the latitude 
of the planet at the given r place. 


Comm. From the formula akin to that whioh gives 
the declination of a point on the ecliptic namely sin g = 


sin l sin a> or in the Hindu form H sin 



H sin A H sin <t> 


» 


R 



H sin 0 = H sin A H sin j w k ere ^ j s latitude required, 

JR 

i the maximum latitude and X the are of the planetary 
orbit intercepted between the nearer node and the planet. 
Since '/S and i are small H sin 0 and H sin i could be taken 

to be 0 and i. Hence we have 0 = ^ ^ ^ Since 

this value is had at the distance of the S'lghrakarga, its 
value at a distance of R should be given by 

rt i H sin X w R i H sin X e , , , 

0 = —5- X ^ = — -— as formulated. 

& K 

3. n/R 2 —H sin 3 v is called Yasti where v is 

Ayanavalana. The latitude 0 of the planet multiplied by 
Yasti and divided by R or multiplied by H cos g where g 
is the declination of the point whose longitude is 90+,?, 
X being that of the planet and divided by R gives the value 
of the rectified latitude which could be added to the 
declination of the foot of the latitude to give what we say 
the modern declination of the planet. 



Fig* 107 
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Comm. Let rM (fig. 107) be the ecliptic and rN the 
celestial equator whose poles are K and P respectively. 
Let R be a celestial body whose latitude is 0 and whose 
modern declination is RL. Let M be the foot of the 
latitude circle and let g ba tbe declination of M.’ The 
word Kranti in Hindu astronomy is applied to connote 
the declination of a point on the ecliptic alone and not of 
any other point like R. RL is called Sphuta Krunti which 
is equal to R / N = R / M+MN. RM is called ViksBpa and 

Sphuta ViksBpa. KMP is called the Ayanavalana at 
the point M of the ecliptic. Produce MP to P ; where 

PP'=g so that MK = MP=90°. Hence F iw-right angle 

A 

and KP/=KMP / ='y=Ayanavalana. From the spherical 
triangle KPP y , cos o> — cos v cos §. Draw perpendicular 
RR/ on MP so that MR/=0/=Sphuta Viksepa = /S cos v 

But H cos v = 

R 

,\ pi — —^121.~ which is to be added to & to obtain 

the Sphutakranti R/N or RL, the modern declination. 

Note (1) One Mukhopadhyaya, in his thesis ‘The 
Hindu naksatras’ submitted to the Calcutta University, 
mistook RM ; to be tbe Sphutaviksepa instead of R ; M and 
hastily remarked that Bhaskara was wrong in making RM/ 
less than RM. 


Note (2) v shown in the fig. 107, is called Sthaniya- 
vafana or valana at the point M which is considered to be 

A 

place of the planet 1 SthSna ’ on the ecliptic. KRA, on 
the other hand is called Bimbiya-valana or valana at the 
bimba or disc of the planet. 

A 

Note (B) v could be obtained from the spherical 
triangle KMP where KM=90°, PM=90-§, using the 
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the Hindu form 

0 H cos Q3 
H cos 

/s 

Or again noting that MKP=90— A where A is the 
longitude of R, we could use 4 Inner side Inner angle 
formula ’ with respect to the triangle KMP, which gives 

0 = sin 90 cot ft —sin (90—A) cot v or cot v — 00 — 

cos X 

or tan v = cos X tan *>. But this formula implies the 
tangent functions which were not used by the Hindu 
astronomers. 

Similarly using the elements 9j—A, 90°, v, and 90—ft 
of the same triangle KMP, another formula could be got 

for v. Or again noting that KPM = 904-a, we could yet 
get more formulae where a is the Right ascention of M. 

Note (4) Thus far we have used modern formulae. 
Let us now see as to how Bhaskara derives his formula. 
He takes the triangle MKP' (fig. 107) wherein MK=90°, 

A 

' —and P'=90. From fig. 108, the Hsine of MK is 


formula cos = sin (90-ft) cos v or in 

H cos v = . In this case ft 1 = 

H cos ft 



Fig. 108 

KO equal to R where ‘O’ is the centre of the sphere and 
the Hsine of KP is KN so that it is the AyanavalanajyiS, 
Hence 
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is the centre of the sphere and the Heine of KP is KN so 
that it is the Ayanavalanajya. Hence 

j=OK — KN .. ON = Yasti=VR*~-Ayanavalanajya 
= Ayanavalanakotijya. Prom the similarity of the 
triangles OKN and GRF, 

OK __ GR . av _ GRxON_ HsinMRxYasti 

ON GF OK " R "~ 

GR could be taken equal to MR, the latter being 
small and GP could be taken to be equal to GR' ie. 
H sin MR' and so equal to MR'. 

MR/ — MRXYasti 
R 

Adding MR/ to the declination of M, we get the 
modern declination of R J ie. the Sphutakranti of R. 

Note (5) In fact the spherical triangle MKP is 

just like the spherical triangle rEn? (fig.). In the place 

of the paramakranti EH 3 , we have the Ayanavalana KP 

(fig. 108), and in the place of Dyujya (fig. 19) we have 

Yasti. 

* 


Note (6) An alternative is given in the verse for 

this namely MR' = ^RxH cos §/ w jj ere g/ j g ^ 

JR 

nation of a point whose longitude is 90 +A- 1 ° 

words we have to prove that H cos v — H cos g/ or v = 8' 
(of a point whose longitude is 90-f-A. Sinoe declination 

. i , i rr * ^ H sin A X Hsin CO 

is given by fehe formula H sin c = - 5 - 

Xi 

Putting 90+A for A, H sin g' = H e0B A >< H am a. 

JR 

But from triangle MKP, sin * - ain ^ 

6 ’sinu sin 90— 5 cos 6 
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sin v 


sin co cob A or g s j n v 
oos $ 


H sin wXH oos a rj 
H cos S 


Comparing I and IT, v would be equal to d 1 provided 
H oos,8=K, This is accepted as an approximation, as 
$ is generally small. 

This approximate formula is given by Suryasiddhanta 
in the context of Ayana Drk-karma in verse 10, ch. 7, 
where v is assumed to be equal to $ defined above. 

Verses 4 and 6, The process called Ayana Drk-karma* 

The Ayana Drk-karma correction measured in minutes 
is obtained by multiplying Ayanavalana by the unrectified 
celestial latitude, and divided by H oos g and then 
multiplied by 1800 and divided by the rising time of the 
Rasd which is occupied by the planet. Or again it is 
obtained approximately by the product of the Ayana- 
valana and the unrectified celestial latitude divided by the 
Yasti. 

This Ayana Drk-karma correction is negative if the 
hemisphere and the latitude have the same direction. 


On symbols, Ayana Drk-karma correction — 
Xy a nav a l an aX 8X1800 M approsimate]y equal to 

id. COS C X x 

BX Ayanavalana 
Yasti (=H cos v)' 

Comm. Let G be the position of the planet when the 
foot of the planet’s secondary (called Grahasthana) to the 
Ecliptic namely A is rising, where rCA is the Ecliptio. 
Let rML be the celestial Equator. Let P and K be the 
poles of the celestial Equator and Ecliptic respectively. 
The arc AO of the Ecliptic intercepted between A and the 
deolination circle of G expressed in minutes represents the 
formulated in the verse. To find the magnitude 
of AC, the first formula mentioned above envisages finding 
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Fig. 109 

it through the magnitude of ML the corresponding 
Equatorial arc which is itself found through finding the 
magnitude of AB. AB expressed in minutes will be equal 
to the number of asus taken by the declination circle of G 
namely PG-B to have traversed from the position PDA to 
PGB which is the time taken by the planet G to be at its 
position from the moment of its rising at the Equatorial 
horizon namely PDA, D being then its position. When 
G was at D, K, the pole of the Ecliptic should have been 
itself rising on the Equatorial horizon. Thus it is sought 
to find the time expressed in asus taken by K from its 
moment of rising on the Equatorial horizon to its present 
position at K, When Bhaskara mentions in the commen¬ 
tary under the verse that 

by the word f^rfcr, he had at the back of his mind 
ie. Equatorial horizon and not the horizon of 
the place shown in the figure. Also as was mentioned 
before in a previous context the time expressed in asus 
taken by an equatorial arc to rise is equal to the number 
of minutes in that arc. Since the time taken by the 
planet to traverse the arc of the diurnal circle namely DG 
is the same as the time taken by the equatorial arc LM 
to rise, Bhaskara seeks to find the number of minutes in 
AB, then compute, the number of Asus taken by LM to rise 
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through which the number of minutes in AC could be 
computed. 

AB=AG sin AGB = 

- XS _ 

AG X H sin AGB „ flXAyanavatanajya AGr=z o 

R R 

In the formula given the word Ayanavalana is used for 
Ayanavalanaiya ie. the Hindu sine of Ayanavalana for 

A 

brevity. Also, since generally the angle AGB defined as 
Ayanavalana happens to be small, its Hsine will be almost 
equal to it. In this sense also the term Valana is used 
where Valanajya is to be used. 

From AB we pass on to the magnitude of LM. From 
Hindu spherical Trigonometry 

-rw _ ABXR „ ABXR _ BXAyanavalanajya v 
HcosAL Hoosg R 

=- = flX A yunaya la najya _ (H CQa g u oallea D j 

H cos g H cos 8 

which is connoted by the term Dyu-guna in the verse, the 
words Jya and Guna being synonymous). 

Thus LM = fl^yunayalanajya 

Dyu-guna 

From LM we pass on to the corresponding arc of the 
Ecliptic namely AO, which does not imply the latitude of 
the place. So we have to use what are called Niraksha- 
Udayas of Rasds ie. the rising times of the Ra^is at 
Equatorial places. Rule of three is used here to find AO 
from LM. Locating the particular Rasd in which th,e 
planet is situated, and using the proportion. “ If a Ratfi 
of 30° ie. 1800' of the Ecliptic rises at an Equatorial place 
in say x asus, what arc in minutes corresponds to the 
number of minutes or what is the same the number of Abus 



461 

*> 

in the arc LM ?” We get the magnitude of the arc AC in 
minutes. 

The computation of this arc AC is intended to know 
the difference between the times of rising of the point A 
and the point G the former being the point, of the ecliptic 
signifying the position of the planet and the latter being 
the planet itself. This difference of the times of rising is 
itself required to know the actual time of rising of the 
planet by a knowledge of the time of rising of the point 
which signifies the planet’s position on the Ecliptic by its 
longitude. 

In verse 5, Bhaskara gives an alternate and easy 
method of obtaining the magnitude of AC oonstruing AGC 
to be roughly a plane triangle which does not involve any 
appreciable error. 

AO = AG tan AGO = - H sin 

H cos AGO 

$ XAyanavalanajya . , 

= ^since Yasfci is defined as 
xasti 

H cos AGO in verse 3. 

Note. The point C is called the Krta-Ayana-Drk- 
Karma SthSna ie. the point of the Ecliptic signifying the 
planetary position rectified for the Samskara or correction 
called Ayana-Drk-karma. The longitude of C thus got 
is called the polar longitude of the planet which is defined 
as* the longitude of the planet as measured on the Ecliptic 
upto the point of intersection of the planet’s declination 
circle with the Ecliptio. Bhaskara mentionB.elsewhere, 


ie. in the case of stars which are fixed, the Spbuta-steras 
or polar latitudes (given by GC in the above case) 
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given and longitudes reotified lor Ayana Drk-karma are 
given ie. polar longitudes. Bhaskara made this as an 
approximate statement, for, we know, even in the case of 
stars, though they be fixed, their polar latitudes also do 
change by the precession of equinoxes be it just a little; 
whereas their polar longitudes do not change by the same 
constant quantity as their celestial longitudes. 

Verses 6, 7 and 8. Obtain the Carakhandas or 
ascentional differences of the Sphuta and Asphuta Krantis. 
If they be of the same direction their difference is to be 
taken, if of opposite direction, their sum is to be taken. 
The result in asus gives the Aksa Drk-karma correction if 
the celestial latitude is of appreciable magnitude. If it 
be not appreciably large, it (the celestial latitude) is to be 
multiplied by the Aksavalana, then divid by H cos <£ or 
what is the same, multiplied by the equinoctial shadow 
and divided by 12. The result is to be multiplied by the 
radius and divided by H cos g. Then we have the Aksa 
Drk-karma correction in asus. Assuming the planet’s 
position corrected for Ayaua Drk-karma to be the Sun, 
obtain the lagna using the asus of the Aksa-Drk-karma. 
If the planet has a southern latitude let the lagna be found 
in the positive direction ; otherwise in the negative dire¬ 
ction. Then we have the rising lagna of the planet or 
what is the same the longitude of the rising point of the 
planet. Again assuming the planet’s position increased 
by 180° to be the Sun, and using the asus of Aksa Drk- 
karma, obtain the lagna in the positive direction with 
respect to a northern latitude of the planet or else in the 
negative direction. The result gives the longitude of the 
setting planet or what is called the Asta-lagna. 

Comm . (Befer to fig. 110) Let p be the planet whose 
Graha-sthana or foot of the latitude is p f . Let q be what 
is called the Krba-Ayana-Drk-Karmaka-Sthana or the 
planers position corrected for the correction of Ayana 



Fig. 110 


Drk-karma. (This correction is given by the arc p f q). 
The difference of the rising times of the planet p and q 
expressed in asus is what is sought here. The planet p 
rose at a and has covered the arc ap of the diurnal oirole 
after rising. So, we have to compute ap and therefrom 
the corresponding arc of the Equator namely AC, If the 
planet has no latitude ie. is situated on the eoliptio at p\ 
the arc p'q or Ayana Dtk-karma vanishes, for, the Ayana 
Dyk-karma is no other than the projection of the latitude 
of the planet on the ecliptic taking P or celestial pole as 
the vertex of projection. Also if there were no Aksa ie. 
if the place be equatorial, p and q rise simultaneously ie. 
the planet will rise along with the point called Krta- 
Ayana-Drk-Karmaka-Sthana q, mentioned above. In fact 
the Drk-karma corrections Ayana and Aksa are contem¬ 
plated to obtain the difference in the rising times of p and 
p' ie. the planet and its position on the ecliptic. This 
time is resolved into two parts (i) the difference of the 
rising times of p' and q and (ii) that of the rising times 
of q and p. The former is given by the equatorial arc 
BC which goes by the name Ayana-Drk-karma and the 
latter by the arc AC which goes by the name Aksa-Drk- 
karma. The algebraic sum of these two corrections gives 
the difference of the rising time ol%p and p' ie. the time 
given by the arc AB. Here AB=AC—BC, In verses 
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4, 5 we have seen how BC is computed. Here we are 
seeking to compute AC through the corresponding aro ap 
of the diurnal oirole. 

The verse uses the word Sphuta-Kranti, Asphuta- 
Kranti, and their Cara-khandas. Here in the figure pQ 
is the Sphuta-Kranti and p'B is the Asphuta-Kranti or 
simply Kranti. Also pp f is called Asphuta-Viksepa and 
bp f Sphuta-Viksepa. Sphuta-Kranti—pc = &B“6p , -f-pH5== 
Sphuta-Viksepa -f-Asphuta-Kranti. In other words the 
declination of p, the planet, is called Sphuta-Kranti and 
that of its longitudinal position on the ecliptic namely p' 
is oalled Asphuta-Kranti or simply Kranti. We have 
obtained Sphuta-Kranti from Kranti by adding to the 
latter the Sphuta-Viksepa. The method of obtaining 
Sphuta-Vik?§pa from the Viksepa, otherwise called Viksepa 
Sphuta-karama was dealt with in verse 3 above. 

Now we have to define the Cara-khandas pertaining 
to the Sphuta-Kranti pC and the Asphuta-Kranti p'B, 
The former is defined as AE and the latter by CE very 
approximately. We say very approximately because when 
p f comeB to the horizon, the Cara-khanda will not be 
exactly EC but a little more or less than EC since 
Bp'^Gq. In other words, the arc of the equator between 
the declination circle of q while rising and the equatorial 
horizon ie. AE is defined as the Cara-khanda of pC ; 
similarly CE is that of p'B. Their difference is 
AE— CE = AC. If we use the modern notation, we have 
to take their algebraical difference. If that be done, the 
alternative case of adding the Cara-khandas when the 
Sphuta and the Asphuta-Kranti are of opposite directions, 
will be automatically implied. The asus pertaining to 
this arc AC will be the correction of Aksa-Drk-karma as 
mentioned in verse (6) when the latitude of the planet is 
appreciable. These asus will be equal to the time taken by 
p the planet to cover the aro ap or what is the same, the 
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tiini® in between the moment of rising of p and that of q, 
the position of the Krta-Ayana-Dfk-Karma kagr aha. 

When the latitude is very small, an approximate 
estimate of this correction is given in asus as 

sin £ w R ffxH sin & y R 
H cos d) H cos 8 H cos d> H cos 8 * 

That this formula is (ft f =qp) only approximate is seen 
from the fact that H sin £ ^ H sin d). This second 
formula can be proved as follows. 

Aksavalana in asus = -^ J=L Bir * 0 X — where 

H cos d> H cos 8 

ft' is the Sphata-Yiksepa. Taking qpa as a plane triangle 

/\ X\ 

pa—qp tan pqa — qpXtm PE n approximately 

= Sphuta-Yiksepa X . Hence 

* H cos d> 

AC = 5'XH sjn 6 x B _ Wlfch aspect to the flrat 
H cos d> H cos 8 

formula ie. 

a i i • B f X H sin £ ^ R 

Aksavalana m asus = -y-- X ~-=:, 

H cos d> H cos 8 

/X 

/X _w T 

pa = qp tan pqa = * 

H cos pqa 

y\ 

H cos pqa which is Yasti previously defined, H cos 
ie. H cos <j>, an approximate value is substituted, because 
the latitude is small. Having obtained the value ofjpa, 
it is then reduced to the Equator by multiplying by R and 
dividing by H cos 8 - The convention with respect to 
the sign is clear. The idea of Kramalagna and Yiloma- 
lagna may be elucidated as follows. In fig. 110, q t is on 
the horizon rising whereas p had already arisen. So to 
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obtain the rising time of the planet p, which ooeured 
before that of q, Vilomalagna or an anterior point of time 
is to be computed, and this is done by subtracting the asus 
of Ak^a-Drk-karma from the rising time of q. The rest 
follows on these lines of elucidation. 

Verse 9. The planet rises at the time known as its 
Udayalagna (which is to be computed as aforesaid) and 
it sets at the time known as its Astalagna {which is also 
to be computed as mentioned before). 

Comm, Clear. 

Verse . 10. During the night, at a given moment, the 
computed Udayalagna of the planet is less than the 
particular lagna of the moment, ie, if the longitude of the 
Udayalagna is leas than that of the current lagna, and 
also if the Astalagna of the planet computed is greater 
than that of the then current lagna ie. if the longitude of 
the Astalagna is greater than that of the current lagna, 
the planet is visible ie. above the horizon. In the case 
of the Moon, however, if he is nob eclipsed by the rays of 
the Sun, he may be visible even shortly after Sunrise or a 
little before Sunset in contradistinction to a planet which 
could not be seen at all during day time (except perhaps 
Venus). When a planet is visible, his gnomonic shadow 
could be computed. (This does not mean that the gnomon 
casts a shadow of the planet but means that its zenith- 
distance could be computed according to the methods 
described in Trlprasfnadhikara. 

Comm . Clear. 

Verse 11. To obtain the shadow, the time that has 
elapsed after the rise of the planet is to be known. 

If it be required to find the gnomonic shadow of the 
planet, then the current lagna and the Udayalagua of the 
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planet at the moment are to be computed. The time in 
between the two lagnas, which will be in Savana measure 
pertaining to the planet gives the time that has elapsed 
after the rise of the planet. 

fi 

Comm. According to computation, the difference of 
times of the current lagna and the Udayalagna as com¬ 
puted taking the present position of the planet will be the 
time measured along the diurnal path of the planet and as 
such is in Sanava measure. 

Bhaskara mentions here a very subtle point. In the 
analysis the latitude of the planet is taken into account 
while finding the Udayalagna. Time measured in this 
case is called Ksetratmika and not Kalatmika for the 
following reason. Suppose A is the Udayalagna of the 
planet and B the current lagna both points being on the 
ecliptic. Let us say that the current lagna is posterior to 
the Udayalagna (there is no loss of generality in supposing 
this). By the time of the current lagna, the planet is no 
more at A but will have moved a little towards B. Let the 
present position of the planet on the ecliptic be A'. The 
corresponding arc of AB on the equator gives the sidereal 
measure of the time that has elapsed after the rise of the 
planet whereas the corresponding arc of A'B on the 
equator gives the Savana measure of the same time. Here 
this SSvana is that pertaining to the planet and not that 
pertaining to the Sun which is Saura Savana. In other 
words it is the Savana pertaining to the particular planet, 
because the aro Ak' is traversed by the planet in question 
as per its own velocity. 

The stress is here on the word Tat-Kala-graha, ie. 
the longitude of the planet at the moment at which the 
shadow or the zenith-distance of the planet is sought. 
Taking this as the position of the planet and taking the 
latitude of the planet also into account compute the 
Udayalagna. This will be A' oited above. To obtain the 
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sidereal measure of the same time we have to take A and 

not A/. 

Verse 12. Savana measure alone is to be employed while 
finding"the gnomonic shadow ie. while the zenith-distance 
of the planet is to be computed, because the arc of the 
diurnal circle of the planet indicates only Savana measure. 
Suppose the Udayalagna falls short of the current lagna, 
then the BhSgyakala ie. the remaining rising time of the 
RSs'i in which the planet is situated added to the elapsed 
time of the Rash of the current lagna together with the 
sum of the rising times of the Basis in between gives the 
difference of the Udayalagna of the planet and the current 
lagna. 


Comm, (Ref. fig. 111). Let p be the planet’s place 
on the Ecliptic at the moment in question when the lagna 
is L (or the foot of the latitude of the planet 
in case it is not on the ecliptic). Let PA be 
the remainder of the Ras f i in which the 
planet is situated. Then the time of rising 
of the arc PA is here termed Bhogyakala. 
Let DL be the arc of the Rasfi in which the 
current lagna L is situated, which has arisen. 
The time of rising of this arc DL is called 
Bhuktakala. The times of risings of the 
Ras'is in between namely AB, BO, CD are 
oalled Madhyodayas. The sum of the rising times of 
PA, AB, BO, CD, DL gives the time in between the rise 
of P and that of L which is the time that has elapsed affcet 
the planet has arisen upto the current Lagna ie. the rising 
time of L. 
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Verse 13. The method of computing the gnomonic 
shadow of the planet or what is the same the zenith* 
distance of the planet, as per the method of computing 
that of the Sun (extended to the case of the planet) after 
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finding the Sphutakranti (ie. modern declination) of the 
planet. 

The Kranti of the planet or the declination of the foot 
of the latitude of the planet added to the latitude rectified 
called Sphutasara, gives what is called Spastakranti of the 
planet and its Heine is called Spasta-Krantijya. From 
this H sin H cos & etc. is to be computed (as mentioned 
in Trlpras'nadhikara in the context of finding the zenith- 
distance of the Sun). From the time that has elapsed 
after the rise of the planet called the Unnata, the shadow 
is to be computed as in the case of the Sun’s shadow. 
Having thus computed the shadow or what is the same the 
zenith- distance of the Moon or that of the stars, the instru¬ 
ment called Nalaka could be pointed to the spot where 
that celestial body is situated. 

Comm. The words Kranti, Spastakranti were 
explained before. Also the method of calculating the 
zenith-distance from a knowledge of the declination was 
described before in Tripras'nadhikara. 

Verses 14, 15. Consideration of horizontal parallax 
in the case of visibility of the Moon or planets. 

H cos z or what is called the Mahas'anku of the Moon 
or planet is to be reduced by* T Vth of the respective 
daily motion gives the visible S'anku when the radius is 
taken to be 8438. If the radius is taken as 120, i§?yth of 
the daily motion is to be subtracted. If H cos z is less 
than jVth (or ^th) of the daily motion, then the Moon 
is not visible. This applies to the other planets as well, 
but as this is a neglible matter, - the earlier Acharyas did 
not suggest this. 

Comm. In the context of the subject of parallax, we 
mentioned that in the case of the Moon, the horizontal 
parallax happens to be of the Moon’s daily motion 
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approximately. The same is extended to the case of the 
planets as well. To get the proportion in the case of 
taking the radins to be 120 only instead of 3438, rule of 

three is applied as follows. “ If the radius be 3438, ~ 
« 15 

is parallax, what will it be if the radius be 120 V 3 The 

answer is 


V sy 12U __ V 

15 3438 3438/8 


v 

430 


very 


If H cos z be less than this xVth or ^th of the daily 
motion, the parallax does not allow the Moon to be seen. 
Bhaskara specifically talks about the Moon only because, 
the earlier Acharyas did not apply the correction of 
parallax to the case of the planets, because it is not 
appreciable. 


Verse 16. If an operation is neglected because its 
effect is not appreciable) or is not of much use, or because 
it is apparent, or if it implies great labour, or again if 
it implies a lot of exposition that would make the text 
unduly voluminous, ignoring the necessity of that oper¬ 
ation should not be treated as wrong. 

Comm . Here Bhaskara upholds the earlier Acharyas 
not stipulating parallax in the case of planets, because it 
is not appreciable. 


Here ends Graha- cchayadhikara. 



GRAHODAY ASTaDHIKARA 

Verse 1 and first half of verse % 

The Udayalagna of a planet is termed Prak-Drk-graha 
and the Astalagna is termed the Pas'chima-Drk-graha. 
If the Prak-Drk-graha happens to be less than the current 
lagna the planet had already risen. If it be greater, the 
planet is still to rise. Similarly if the Pas'chima-Drk-graha 
is less than the current lagna, the planet had already set; 
otherwise is yet to set. 

Comm. The words Prak-Drk-graha and Pas'chima- 
Drk-graha are coined to indicate the points of intersection 
of the ecliptic with the eastern and western horizon 
respectively when the planet is rising or setting, when the 
planet has latitude. When the planet has no latitude 
Prak-Drk-graha coincides with the rising planet and the 
Paafobima-Dfk-graha with the setting planet. When the 
planet has a latitude, the foot of the latitude, which 
signifies the planet’s position on the ecliptic differs from 
the two Drk-grahas. In this case ie. when the planet has 
a latitude the Prak-Drk-graha’s longitude will be less than 
that of the planet’s longitude whereas the Pas'chima-Drk- 
graba’s longitude will be greater than that of the planet. 
If x and y be the differences of the longitudes of the planet 
and those of the Drk-grahas respectively, it is clear from a 

figure that tan x— and tan y — where ft is the 

fiasii y tan 0 

latitude of the planet and 0 and <4 the angles which the 
ecliptic makes with the horizon at the planet’s rising and 
setting respectively. 


Since 0 and <4 are then respectively the zenith- 
distances of the pole of the ecliptic in each case, and since 
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in the course of half a sidereal day, these zenith-distances 
could not be equal, x and y cannot be equal. 

Second half of verse 2 and verse 3. To find the side¬ 
real time in between the given time and the time of the 
planet’s rising. 

Find the time that has elapsed after the planet’s rise, 
from a knowledge of the Istalagna at a given time and 
Prak-Drk-graha ie. the longitude of the rising point of 
the ecliptic at the time when the planet rises. 

This time will be in Savana measure, because we have 
taken the planet’s position at the given moment and not 
the position of the rising planet. Prom this time, know¬ 
ing the daily motion of the planet of the day in question, 
obtain the arc ; that would have been traversed in between 
the moments. Subtracting this arc from the planet’s 
position at the moment, the planet’s position at rising 
would be obtained approximately; approximately, because 
as per the procedure enunciated in verse eleven, Graha- 
cchay5dhikara, the Prak-Drk-graha of the rising planet, 
and that obtained from the position of the planet at the 
moment differ. Prom this approximate time again com¬ 
pute the are that would have been traversed by the planet 
during that time. Subtracting this arc which is nearer 
the truth from the planet’s present position, we obtain a 
more approximate position of the rising planet. Again 
computing the Prak-Drk-graha from this position, calcu¬ 
late the time from this Prak-Drk-graha and the Jagna of 
the moment. Eepeating the process we will obtain 
the actual sidereal time in between the given time and 
the actual rising time of the planet. It is sidereal because, 
we have found the time as per the procedure of verse (11) 
referred to, where we have used and not the 

actual ie the rising lagna of the planet obtained 

from the present position and not that of the rising planet, 
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This difference between the nature of the times was already 
dealt with. 

The matter of this verse appears to have been 
unnecessarily complicated by Bhaskara but on careful 
scrutiny it is not so ; for, the problem is to find the time 
that has elapsed after the rise of the planet upto a given 
time. Here the data are the given time and the corres¬ 
ponding position of the planet not on the horizon but 
elsewhere. We could not know immediately the time at 
which the planet rose. To find it alone, this method of 
successive approximation has to be used and there is no 
other go. Had we known the position of the planet while 
rising, the corresponding Prak-Drk-graha could be found 
exactly and as this position of the Prak-Drk-graha is a 
point of the ecliptic and the Ista-lagna ie. the rising point 
of the ecliptic at the g'ven moment is also a point on the 
ecliptic, the time between the moments of rising of these 
two points of the ecliptic could be found in sidereal 
measure directly by noting the rising times of the Rasds in 
between, without an appeal to the method of successive 
approximation. 

Verse 4- The computation of the times of heliacal 
rising and setting of a planet in contradistinction to its 
rising time during a day on account of earth’s diurnal 
rotation. 

The times of rising and setting of a planet have been 
dealt with. iNow I shall tell the procedure to be adopted 
in computing the times of heliacal rising and setting of a 
planet. If a planet has a daily motion less than that of 
the Sun, it rises heliacaily in the east, and sets in the 
west; otherwise the reverse. 

Comm. Take the example of the superior planets, say 
that of Jupiter. Since Jupiter moves slower than the Sun, 

60 
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jjhe Sun will have to overtake Jupiter and not vice versa, 
When it is the Sun that is to overtake, taking a position 
of Jupiter near the western horizon gradually the planet 
gets fainter and fainter as the Sun approaches him from 
west to east. Ultimately one evening the planet ceases 
to be perceptible within a particular distance of the Sun. 
This we call heliacal setting of the planet. Having thus 
set in the west, after a few days the planet rises in the 
east. This is so because, after the planet's heliacal setting, 
the Sun gradually approaches the planet from west to east; 
at a particular moment will have a longitude equal to that 
of the planet and then gradually gains in longitude over 
the planet. After a few days, in the eastern horizon, the 
planet will emerge from the rays of the Sun before Sun¬ 
rise ; it is not the planet moving west from east but it is 
the Sun moving from west to east so that the Sun recedes 
away from the planet towards east. The planet also will 
be having a motion from west to east but it being slower 
than that of the Sun, the latter gains over the former in 
its motion from west to east. 

In the case of the inferior planets, say for example, 
Mercury, the velocity of Mercury is greater than that of 
the Sun ; as such, Mercury will be overtaking the Sun and 
not vice versa. Thus in the eastern horizon, it is Mercury 
that enters the rays of the Sun, going from west to east, 
so that he sets in the east. After a few days of this 
heliacal setting, Mercury acquires a longitude equal to 
that of the Sun, and while overtaking the Sun from west 
to east, he emerges out of the rays of the Sun in the west', 
which is therefore heliacal rising, But, when Mercury is 
retrograde, the case is different. Some days after heliaoal 
rising in the west, Mercury attains his maximum elonga¬ 
tion and then begins to retrograde. The elongation then 
gradually decreases, and he will set again in the rays of 
the Sun in the west itself. A few days thereafter, still 
continuing retrograde, he emerges out of the Sun's rays 
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in the east, thus rising heliacally. After attaining the 
maximum elongation in his retrograde motion, his motion 
will then become direct, so that he again approaches the 
Sun, going from west to east. Next a little before 
overtaking the Sun, he sets heliacally in the east, and 
thereafter, having overtaking the Sun, he rises heliacally 
in the west. 

Here, one point is to be mentioned. The time between 
Mercury’s maximum elongation in the west and again the 
maximum elongation in the east (which are termed 
maximum eastern elongation and maximum western 
elongation with respect to the Sun) will be far less than 
the time between the maximum elongation in the east 
(ie. maximum western elongation with respeot to the’ Sun) 
and that in the west (ie. maximum western elongation 
with respect to the Sun) in as much as when Mercury is 
retrograde, and the Sun having always direct motion, the 
relative velocity will be the sum of the retrograde velooity 
of Mercury and the direct velocity of the Sun. 

In the case of the superior planets, as mentioned 
above, the superior planets set heliacally in the west and 
rise heliacally in the east. They will not rise heliacally 
in the west and will not set heliacally in the east which 
happens only if either the superior planet has a greater 
velocity than the Sun or the Sun has a retrograde motion 
which is never the case. 

' Verse 6, Speciality with respect to Mercury and 
Venus. 

Mercury and Venus rise heliacally in the west in their 
direct motion, (attain maximum elongation before they) 
become retrograde, set heliacally there itself, then rise 
heliacally in the east continuing to be retrograde, (attain 
maximum elongation there before they) next become direct 
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and gradually set there (to rise again in the west) r as 

before. 

Comm. Explained above. 

«• 

Verse 6. Kalams'as or distance in degrees from the 
Sun within which the planets rise or set heliaeally. 

The Kalams'as with respect to the Moon, Mars, Mer¬ 
cury, Jupiter, Venus and Saturn, or the degrees of distance 
from the Sun within which they rise or set heliaeally are 
12,17, 14, 11, 10, 15 respectively. In the case of Mercury 
and Venus when they are retrograde the Kalams'as are 12, 
and 8 respectively. 

Comm . The Kalams'as given above depend upon the 
luminosity of the respective planets. When Mercury and 
Venus happen to be retrograde, the Kalams'as happen to be 
2° less in each case because they are then nearest to the 
earth and as such being most luminous as seen by us will 
not set heliaeally till they are very near the Sun. 

Verse 7. To compute the moment when a planet 
rises or sets heliaeally. 

If it is to be known when a planet rises or sets helia- 
cally the position of the Prak-Drk-grafaa or the Pas'chima- 
Dpk-graha as the case may be (Prak-Drk-graha in case the 
rising or setting takes place in the east or the other in the 
other case) and that of the Sun also are to be computed on 
a day a little before the day of rising or setting as 
prognosticated by the S'lghra anomaly. In case the planet 
rises or Bets in the west, to obtain the lagna the position 

of the Sun is to be increased by 180 °. 


Comm, Clear. 
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First half of verse 8. To obtain what are called 
Ista-Kalams'as. 

THe time between the rising ol the planet or of the 
Drk-graha and that of the Son measured in ghatis multi¬ 
plied by six gives what are called Ista-Kalamstos. 

Comm. Having found the approximate position of 
the Drk-graha as mentioned above when the planet is 
likely to rise or set heliacally, let the time in between the 
rising of this Drk-graha and that of the Sun (if it be the 
case of setting or rising in the west the position of the 
Sun is to be increased by 180° because the astalagna 
directed to be found in verse (1) is the point of intersection 
of the ecliptic with the eastern horizon, which is removed 
180° from the setting point of the Sun) be multiplied by 
six. Since both the Drk graha and the Sun’s position are 
points on the Ecliptic and since we have considered the 
time in between their rising moments, which is measured 
on the equator, and again since this time is measured in 
ghatis, the number of ghatis multiplied by six give the 
degrees, for, each gbafci corresponds to six degrees of the 
equator (sixty ghatis corresponding to one sidereal day). 
These degrees are said to be Ista-Kalams'as, which means 
that it gives the arc in between the feet of the declination 
circles of the Drk graha and the Sun at the Ista-kala ie. 
that particular time considered. 

Second half of verse 8 and verses (9) and (10). 

„ If the number of degrees so found ie. the Ista- 
Kalams'as fall short of or exceed the number of Kalams'as 
postulated for the rising or setting of the planet, then the 
planet’s rising has to take place or has already taken place 
respectively and vice versa in the case of setting. The 
number of minutes of the difference of the prescribed and 
Ista-KalSmsfas multiplied by 1800 and divided by the 
rising time of the Basd expressed in Kalas and again 
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divided by the difference of the daily motions of the planet 
and the Sun expressed in minutes of arc if the planet is 
direct in motion or divided by the sum of those daily 
motions if the planet be retrograde gives the days elapsed 
after rising or to elapse for the rising to take place. Again, 
compute the positions of the Drk-graha and the Sun for the 
moment thus obtained and repeat the process till the actual 
moment is obtained. 

Comm. Suppose the prescribed Kalams'as for rising 
be x and suppose the 1st a-Kalams'as are y such that y<x ; 
then for the planet to rise, the arc of the equator in 
between the feet of the declination circles of the Sun and 
the Drk-graha has to increase for the planet to rise which 
means that this takes some more time to happen. Similarly 
if y>x, the planet has already risen. The question of the 
arc decreasing does not arise in this case of rising, because 
the planet’s position in the east is behind that of the Sun, 
and in the case of a superior planet the Sun has to advance 
further for the planet to rise ie. the arc has to increase and 
in the case of a retrograde inferior planet also, the arc 
will be increasing. In the case of an inferior planet being 
direct, the arc will be decreasing no doubt, but we have 
to remember that this is a case of an inferior planet setting 
and not rising which we are considering. In the case of 
setting, in the east, however, of the inferior planet the 
moment of setting has already elapsed and thus the condi¬ 
tion is reverse to that of rising. The case of setting of 
a superior planet in the east never happens. In the case 
of setting of a superior planet in the west, if the Ista- 
Kalams^as be less than the prescribed Kalams'as, ie. */<*, 
setting must have already taken place, the Sun having 
approached the planet from behind and already effected 
heliacal setting. Thus this is also reverse to the condition 
of rising as stated. In the case of an inferior planet 
setting in the west if y>x, the planet should have set 
already since the inferior planet is retrograde while setting 
in the west. 
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This condition is also reverse to what has been stated 
in the case of rising. The case of a superior planet rising 
in the west also never happens, because it is the Sun that 
overtakes the planet and also the superior planet cannot 
be retrograde while near the Sun. 

The case of rising which has already elapsed the Ista- 
Kalams^as y will be evidently greater than x ie. y~>x. To 
obtain the time by which the rising will take place after 
the moment in question, ie. the rising of a superior planet 
which is direct and an inferior planet which is retrograde, 
we have to take the difference of the prescribed and Ista- 
Kalams'as and find out the time by rule of three as follows. 


(1) Since we have to find the corresponding arc of 
the eoliptic in minutes of arc, from (y — x) X 60' the 
difference of the Kalams'as of the equator converted into 
minutes ie. asus we have first to use the proportion. “If 
by the rising time of the Rasd t in asus in which the planet 
is situated we have 1800' of the ecliptic, what will we have 


by [y—x) X 60 ? The answer is 


(y-x) X 60 X 1800 


Next we have to find the days when this arc of the ecliptic 
is covered by the proportion. “ If the Sun overtakes the 
planet by (u—v) minutes of the ecliptic per day, how many 
days are taken to cover the above arc?’' The answer is 
as stated. 


The auswer gives in days together with fraotion of 
a -day when the planet is likely to rise. We have to repeat 
the process because the motions of the planet as well as 
the Sun differ from moment to moment and the time calcu¬ 
lated above by rule of three taking into account their 
motions for the entire day will be only approximate. The 
computation in the case of setting of a planet may be 
similarly considered, the setting of a superior planet in the 
or that of a direct inferior planet in the‘east. 
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Verses 11 and 12, If the Prak-Drk-graha has a 
longitude greater than that of the Sun or the Pas'cbima- 
Dfk-graha has one less than that of the Sun, the sum of 
the prescribed Kalams^as and Ista-Kalams'as converted into 
minutes of arc will have to be used to compute the elapsed 
days or the days after which the respective phenomenon is 
going to occur. 

If the Ista-Kalams'as y be greater than the prescribed 
namely a?, the reverse to what has been stated in the second 
half of verse (8) and in the first line of verse (9) happens 
ie. a phenomenon which has elapsed when y<.x will happen 
in the future and vice versa. 

Comm . If the Prak-Drk-graha has a longitude greater 
than that of the Sun, (since the prescribed Kalams'as are 
between the planet and the Sun, the planet being behind 
the Sun, and the Ista-Kalams'as are now on the other side 
of the Sun) the planet has advanced over its position of 
heliacal setting be it a superior planet or inferior by the 
sum of the prescribed Kalams'as and Ista*Kalams'as, Hence 
the days that have elapsed after the heliacal setting have 
to be calculated with the sum of the two Kalamsfas. If it 
be also a case of a retrograde inferior Prak-Drk-graha 
rising, having a longitude greater than that of the Sun, 
even then the prescribed Kalams'as are behind the Sun and 
the Ista-Kalams'as ahead of the Sun. So from the position 
of the planet’s heliacal rising, the Sun and the planet have 
advanced in opposite direction to a distance which is the 
Bum of the prescribed Kalams'as and Ista Kalams'as. Hence 
computation has to proceed with the sum of the two 
Kalams'as to get the time that has elapsed after the planet’s 
heliacal rising. Similar is the argument for the Pas'chima- 
D?k-graha. 

We have commented on verses from the latter half of 
(8) upto (10) where the Ista-Kalams'as y happen to be less 
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than x. If y>x, or again the Prak-Drk-graha has a longi¬ 
tude greater that of the Sun, the phenomenon of rising or 
setting which happened when y<x, will have to be taken 
as going to happen and that which was going to happen 
when y<x t must have happened already. It is enough to 
consider just one case instead of all the four cases since 
the argument is similar as before. Let us take y>x and 
it is an inferior planet in the east behind the Sun. 
According to the latter half verse (8) the rising had to 
take place y being less than x, whereas, now, y being 
greater than x, rising had already taken place, in contra¬ 
distinction to what happens when y<x. 


Here ends the Udayastadhikara. 


81 



SRNGON N ATYADHIK ARA 


Verse 1. Either in the last quarter of a lunation, or 
in the first quarter, on the day when the elevation of the 
eusps of the orescent Moon is to be determined, then either 
at the moment of Moon-rise or Mo on* set or (for the matter 
of that during any part of the night) the Hsine of the 
altitude of the Moon is to be computed by noting the time 
from the moment of Moon-rise. 

Comm. Either in the first quarter or the last quarter 
of the lunation, ie. when the phase of the Moon according 
to the definition of phase in modern terms is less than 
half, the Moon will be a cresoent. Also, generally, on the 
back-ground of the horizon, we notice that one of the 
cusps is more elevated than the other. This elevation 
goes by the name Srngonnati. 

Even in the middle half of the lunation, Bhaskara 
mentions that Brahmagupta and some others (meaning 
Sripati whom he closely follows) attempted at finding the 
elevation (strictly speaking elevation during the second 
quarter and depression during the third quarter) of the 
dark horns. Bhaskara does not appreciate this since, 
nobody would think about this as it does not appeal to the 
eye at all. 

Verse 2. To find the Hsine of the altitude of the Sun. 

& 

The Hsine of the altitude of the Sun is to be 
com-puted, assuming the rising Sun to be in the opposite 
hemisphere, south or north (ie. if he be originally in the 
northern, assume him to be in the south) and using the 
formula given in verse 64 of Triprastoadhyaya u 

” given the time measured in asus that has 
elapsed after Sunset, 
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Fip. 112 


Comm . During the early part of the night or during 
the latter part thereof, when the Sun is below the horizon, 
the Sun will be occupying symmetrical positions with 
respect to the horizon at times which are equally removed 
from Sunset and the next Sun-rise. This is clear from the 
figure 112. Let A and B be two such symmetrical positions 
where AM and BN are the Hsines of the altitudes. 

Evidently AM-BN, CPA==CPB. Since the rising eastern 
hour-angle of the Sun equals he setting western hour- 

angle, and since CPA = OPB, the time elapsed after 
Sunset when the Sun is at B, will be equal to the time 
before Sun-rise in the position A. Hence by congruence 
-AM = BN=Hsine of the altitudes in the two symmetric 
positions. Using the modern formula from the triangle 
PZS, cos z = sin <J sin S + cos <$ cos g cos h, when 

A A 

CPA=CPB=ft cos z will be the same in the two positions 
A and B. Putting z = 90 + 0, ooa z = — sin 0 will be 
the same ie. H sin 0 will be the same in the two positions 
ie. the Hankus will be the same. In the formula 
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oos z = sin d> sin 8 + cos d> cos 8 <3° s h 
Pub z = 90 + 0, Ti * 90 + H, § = 8 in the positions A, B 
and z — 90—0,7&=90 — H. g=—8 in the positions A', B' 
We have then — sin 0 = sin d> sin g — cos d> oos § sin H 
and sin 0 == — sin d> sin 8 008 <J> 008 8 8 in H 

which are identical. This means that the altitude 0 below 
the horizon with +8 in the positions A, B is computable 
with — 8 in the positions A', B'. This accounts for the 
statement made * 

The second statement of the latter half of verse (2) 

o 

says S'ankutala = S'anku X — which we have proved in 

12 

Tripras'nadhyaya. 

Verse (3) and first half of (4). To obtain the Bhuja 
of the Sun. 

The S'ankutala of the inverse altitude or the altitude 
below the horizon, is north (in contradistinction to what 
it is above the horizon). The sum or difference of the 
Agra and S'ankutala according as they are of the same 
direction or of opposite directions, is the Bhuja. The sum 
or difference of the Bhujas of the Sun and Moon, according 
as they are of opposite or the same directions is what is 
called the Spasta Bhuja whose direction is to be construed 
as that of the Moon. If the Bhuja of the Moon falls short 
of that of the Sun, then the direction of the Spasta Bhuja 
is that opposite to that of the Moon. 

0 

Comm. In fig. 113, we have shown five different 
positions of the Sun S 1 to S 5 the feet of the S'ankus being 
Bj to B. From these feet of the S'ankus draw perpendiculars 
on the Udayastasutras as well as on the East-west line their 
points of intersection being respectively A x to A 6 and 
Gj to C 6 . The perpendiculars from the feet of the S'ankus 
on the East-west line go by the name Bhujas, the perpendi- 
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cular distances between the Udayastasutras and the East- 
west line are called Agras and the perpendiculars from the 
feet of the S'ankus on the Udayastasutras are called 
S'ankutalas which were all defined in the course of the 
Tripras'nadhyaya, We have from the spherical triangle 
PZS, sin g — sin & cos z 4 cos d> sin z sin a so that 

s * p -- ~ « tan (k cos z 4* sin z sin a which was shown as 
cos d> 

A"=S-f-B in the Tripras'nadhyaya ie. Agra = S'ankutala 4- 
Bhuja. Changing g into—g and a into—a we have different 
formulae, the standard form being A=S4-B. We don’t 
propose to change into — <£, because in India this case 
does not arise. Thus our latitude being north, the S'anku¬ 
talas defined above as the distances from the feet of the 
S'ankus from the Udayastasutras are always deemed as 
south. It need not be reiterated that the Udayastasutras 
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are the straight lines joining the rising and setting points 
of the celestial body. As such, these Udayastasutras are all 
parallel to the East-west line. In fig. 114, in the horizontal 

plane containing the points 
A's, B's and C's in the 
respective cases, according 
to the Hindu convention, 
we talk of Agra and Bhuja 
as being Uttara Agra, 
Daksinagra, Uttara Bhuja 
and Daksina Bhuja. 
S'ankutalam is always 
taken to be south except in 
the fifth case shown in figs. 

118 and 114 when the altitude happens to be below the 
horizon. In this case the S'ankutala is spoken as north. 
Thus the general formula A=S+B assumes the following 
various forms, in the respective cases. 

(I) Uttaragra—Daksina S'ankutala = Uttara Bhuja. 
This corresponds to A, B, C of fig. 114 where AO, is 
Uttaragra, BA, Dakshina S'ankutala and BO, Uttara 
Bhuja. 



(2) In the case of A 3 B 3 C 3 , S'ankutala—Agra= 
Daksina Bhuja since B 3 A s —C 3 A 3 =B 3 C 3 . This occurs 
after the Sun’s diurnal path has crossed the prime-vertical 
and the Sun has a position on the south of the prime- 
vertical, having a northern declination. In the case of 
A 4 B 4 C 4 , B 4 C 4 = B 4 A 4 -{- A 4 0 4 ie.. Daksina Bhuja -= 
Daksina S'ankutala + Daksinagra. In the fifth case 
when the Sun’s altitude is below the horizon, B 6 O s — 
B 5 A 5 + C 6 A s ie. Uttara Bhuja = Uttara S'ankutala + 
Uttaragra. In the sixth case when the Sun has a southern 
declination and an altitude below the horizon, B 6 C 6 — 

A 6 C 6 + A 6 B 6 ie. Daksina Bhuja == Daksinagra minus 
Uttara S'ankutala. In the case of A a B a C a , Uttaragra = 
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* 

Daksina S'ankutala + Ufcfcara Bhuja, since A a O a = 
B a A a + B a C a . In the absence of a unifying convention, 
all these formulae are loose and apt to create confu¬ 
sion. So we shall unify all these formulae into the 
standard form A—S+B which holds good universally, if 
we have the conventions. 

(1) Agra shall be deemed positive if it be north and 
negative if it be south; 

(2) Similarly with respect to the Bhuja. But, with 
respect to the S'ankutala, wp shall deem it positive if it be 
south and negative if north. These conventions compre¬ 
hend all the cases and unify them into the standard form 
A-S+B. The corresponding conventions with respect 
to a are that +^ corresponds to Uttaragra and +a 
corresponds to Utfeara Bhuja. 

Having the above conventions, and finding the Bhujas 
of the Moon above the horizon and the Sun below the 
horizon, the Spasta Bhuja required in finding the S'rngon- 
nati in the present chapter, is defined as the difference of 
the Bhujas of the Sun and the Moon and the sum thereof 
according as they are of the same direction north or south 
or of different directions. Also this Spasta Bhuja is by 
convention said to have the same direction as that of the 
Moon. If? however, the Bhuja of the Moon falls short of 
that of the Sun, then the Spasta Bhuja is said to have the 
direction opposite to that of the Moon. 

* Verse (4). Definition of Koti. 

I deem that the Koti should be taken as the sum 
of the S'ankus of the Sun and the Moon, the one being 
below the horizon and the other above respectively. 

Comm , We have defined above the Spasta Bhuja as 
the north-south distance between the feet of the S'ankus 
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of the Sun and the Moon. Herein Bhaskara defines the 
Koti as the sum of the S'&nkus of the Sun and the Moon 
which is the vertical distance between the points on the 
armillary sphere which represent the Sun and the Moon. 


Bhaskara says ‘I deem’ to signify that he differs 
from Brahmagupta in this, who defines the chord joining 
the Sun and Moon on the armillary sphere which is equal 
to 2 Heine of the SM on the sphere as the Karna. Brahma¬ 
gupta defines the Bhuja and Karna from which he deduces 
the Koti as Karna 2 -Bhuja”- Bhaskara argues that since 
the Karna defined by Brahmagupta is not m the vertical 
plane, since the Sun and the Moon are not in the same 
vertical plane, so, the Koti defined by him throught he Karpa 
will not be in the vertical plane. The Karna defined by 
Bhaskara is not on the other hand the chord joining the 
Sun and the Moon but lies in the vertical plane in which 
the perpendicular from the Moon's position on the arrniU 
lary sphere, on the horizontal plane eontaining the Sun s 
position on that Bphere. Also the Bhuja defined both by 
Brahmagupta and Bhaskara is the projection on the north- 
south line of the join of the Sun's position on the sphere and 
the foot of the perpendicular from the Moon’s position on 
the horizontal plane through the Sun’s position and it is 

not actually the above join. 
Bhaskara is evidently 
guided by the right angled 
triangle SMN which is not 
strictly a spherical triangle 
as per its modern definition 
as the arc SN is nob that 
of a great circle. This 
figure guided him to take 
the Bhuja horizontal and 
the Koti vertical so that 
his Karna is also in a 
vertical plane. Bhaskara’s 



Fig. 115 
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Karima therefore has nothing to do with the arc SM but 
only has the virtue of being in a vertical plane. Sripati 
adopted Brahmagupta’s method. KamalSkara neither 
follows Brahmagupta nor Bhaskara but follows a method 
of his own. In fact the methods adopted by these -ancient 
Hindu astronomers are not mathematically correct beoause 
the question of determining the cusps as well as phase of 
the Moon is concerned with the actual positions of the 
Sun, Moon and the earth in space and not as seen on the 
sphere. Hence M. M. Sudhakara Dwivedi has written a 
small book by the name Yastava-Srngonnati following 
modern methods. The modern method which gives the 
truth of the matter is depicted in standar modern texts. 

Verse 5. The hypotenuse or Karna is the square-root 
of the sum of the squares of the Bhuja and Kofci. The 
Bhuja multiplied by 6 and divided by the Karna gives 
wbat is known as the Dik-valana of the Moon. The dire¬ 
ction of the Valana has the same direction as the Spasfca 
Bhuja defined before. 

Comm. The idea is that taking the radius of the 
Moon’s disc to be six angulas or units, representing the 
Karna, the magnitude of the Bhuja on the same scale 
gives a measure of what is defined as Yalana. Thus Yalana 
6 B 

= — where B and K stand for the Bhuja and Karna 

IX 

defined before. The idea of this Yalana will be clarified, in 
the ensuing verses. 

♦ ■* 

Verse 6. The Hsine of the elongation of the Moon 
is to be multiplied by the radius vector of the Moon 
measured in Yojanas, and divided by the radius vector of 
the Sun, also measured in Yojanas ; the aro of the Hsine 
so obtained is to be added to the longitude of the Moon 
in the bright half of the lunation and is to be subtracted 
from the same in the dark half. 

62 
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Oomm. This is a correction to be made in the longi¬ 
tude of the Moon to depict graphically the phase of the 
Moon. BhSskara says that many of the prior astronomers 
took that the phase of the Moon was in direct proportion 
to the,elongation of the Moon. Taking the radius of the 
Moon's disc to be six angulas or units, and assuming that 
when the elongation is 180°, the entire disc being illumi¬ 
nated, it was thought that 12 units of the diameter 
correspond to 180° of elongation so that the S'ukla of the 
disc measured by the central width of the illuminated disc 
increases at the rate of 1 unit for 15° of elongation. (The 
word S'ukla may be taken to correspond to the modern 
word phase. S'ukla is expressed in angulas, taking the 
diameter of the disc to be 12 angulas. The measure of the 
portion of the diameter of the Moon’s disc perpendicular 
to the diameter which is the join of the extremities of 
the cusps, covered by the illuminated part of the disc, 
(which may be defined as the maximum width of the 
illuminated part of the disc) measured in angulas is said 
to be the S'ukla. The word ‘ phase ’ is used to signify the 
ratio of the above width to the diameter. S'ukla is 
expressed in angulas, whereas phase is expressed as a ratio. 
The S'ukla is equal to twelve times phase). Bhaskara 
rightly argues that this method of measuring the S'ukla 
is approximate because he says that six angulas of S'ukla 
is had when the elongation is not 90°, but only 85°~46' t 
This may be substantiated as follows from fig. 116. Let 
E, M, S stand for the earth. Moon and the Sun. Let 

A 

EMS—90° so that it is a moment of dichotomy ie. the 
moment when the phase is half and the S'ukla 6 angulas. 
Let 0 be then the elongation of the Moon, so that 

cos 0 = _ . Taking the average values given for EM 

and ES by BhSskara, 

. 51666 19 / . . . 

689377 254 l° btamm S a convergent) = .0748, 



From tables, we find 0 = 85°-43' which BhSskara takes 
to be 85°-45'. 

S 


Fig. 116 

In the wake of this, Bhaskara tries to make amends 
in the approximate formula prescribed to obtain the S'ukla. 
He prescribes addition of to the longitude of the 

Moon in the bright half, and subtraction in the dark. In 
between the moment of conjunction and the moment of 
dichotomy, he derives the following formula (vide fig. 117). 




Fig. 117 

The deficiency of 4°-15' is had in the form of the angle 
h. When the Sun is at Sj the Moon being at M lt it 
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is the moment of conjunction. When the Sun has moved 

from the point S x to S„ S x B S 8 being 90°, there is a 
deficiency of magnitude S a E S 2 . In other words, when 
S 2 N has assumed the position S 8 E there is a deficiency 
of 4°-15 / ie. for an increase of 90° of elongation, there 
is a deficiency of ; 4°~16' in the longitude of the Moon. 
Hence, for the Hsine to become the radius, there corres¬ 
ponds a portion E M a or S a N, which is the Hsine of 4 0 -15', 
so that the following rule of three is adopted. ‘ If the 
Sun’s distance E S 8 corresponds to thu radius, what does 
E M„ the distance of the Moon correspond to ?” The 

result is ~ X R, m and s being the respective distances. 
s 

Then the following proportion is used “ If by H sin £ 
equal to B, £ being the Moon’s elongation, we have mB/s, 
what Bhall we have for an arbitrary H sin £ ?” Thus the 
answer is 

H sMX H*$l - h sin { -. H sin- (- X H sin 0 
B 8 \s ) 

where m and s are the distances of the Moon and the Sun, 

is to be added to the longitude of the Moon or to be 

subtracted as the case may be, to have the rectified 

longitude of ths Moon from which the phase is to be 

calculated according to Bhaskara. 

Here we are to offer the following remarks. No 
Bhaskara was correct in estimating the moment of 
dichotomy to be that when £ the Moon’s elongation is not 
90° but 85°-45. But the amended formula is not the 
correct mathematical form. The modern formula to find 

the phase is — °°^ aud since from fig. 116, SM is 

nearly equal to SE, so EM8 is very nearly equal to 
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180-MES, so that 1 + co ° EMS = k=g.°. B _MEg whioh may 

2 2 

be taken to be an approximate truth. This formula was 
indeed given by Lallaoarya in the following verse, long 
before Bhaskara <c fsrtpftcrT %fe*sr<^- 

crrferr sr, fegm ftts;3%^” 

verse 12 (Candra S'rngonnatyadhikara). Here fcpT^rTT 
^cfeftcTOT^hr3ftgfr mean Hvera | =|R—H cos £. 
fecTT — multiplied by the radius of the disc of the Moon. 
fsr^cTr Brtpjft^rr = divided by R. Thus the formula given 

by Lallaoarya amounts to r 0 = | (1—cos g) 

where r gives the angulas in the radius of the Moon’s disc 
and d the diameter, and £ = elongation of the Moon. 
Since the definition of phase in modern terms is a ratio, 
namely the ratio of the maximum width of the crescent to 
the diameter, phase X d = S'ukla of the Hindu astronomers 
1 cos (elongation of the Moon) ^ ^ 

= r (1 —cos MBS) as given by Lallaoarya. So Lalla- 
carya’s formula is quite correct. We shall trace Lalla- 
oarya’s steps in- obtaining such an intricate correct 
formula which was overlooked by Bhaskara. (Refer 
fig. 118) Let B be the earth, S the Sun and M 1? M a , M 8 
etc. the positions of the Moon as the elongation 
gradually increases. No doubt the S'ukla increases with 
elongation as known to all Hindu astronomers, i Bat, 
the question is, does ft increase with the sine or versine ? 
*We know both the sine and versine increase with the 
angle. Lallaoarya noticed that Sw x , Sm a , Sm s as the 
Moon occupied positions M lf M 8 , M 3 etc., are the Hindu 
versines which are increasing. So he postulated that the 
Sfakla increases with the Hindu versine. His formulation 
was thus correct. But why Bhaskara overlooked this 
correct formula was traceable to his getting prejudiced 
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against Lallacarya’s some other formulae which used the 
Hversine where he ought fco have used the Hsine, For 
example in the case of the Valana Lallacarya’s mistake 
is traceable to his confusion as to whether he was to choose 
the Hsine or Hversine when both increase as the angle 
increases. 

Verse 7. Graphical depiction of the cusps. 



Fig. 119 
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Let in fig, 119, ST be the Bhuja, MT the Koti and 
8M the Karna formerly defined. As per verse (6) 

T> 

= Valana where B = ST, K =» SM, and 6 = MG bo 


that GE ~ 


gjg m 

— =Valana, which ib in practice drawn as E'G' 


from the east point e, in the form of a Heine. CG goes by 
the name Valanasutra. Compute the S'ukla in angulaa 
after making the prescribed correction in the longitude of 
the Moon as stated by Bhaskara and dividing the elon¬ 
gation of the Moon, thereafter obtained, by 15. Mark off 
the S'ukla in angulas along the Valanasutra from G. 
Suppose GD is the S'ukla. Draw the diameter AB 
perpendicular to the Valanasutra passing through M. 
Draw the circle circumscribing D, A, B. Its centre lies 
evidently on the Valanasutra, say C. The circle drawn 
is called Parilekha Vrtta, its radius CA is called Pari- 
lekhasutra and the point C Parilekha Vrtta Madhya. 
In the triangle CAM, which is right-angled CA is 
the Karna, AM the Bhuja and MC the Koti. CD is 
equal to the Karna CA so that MD — CD — CM = Karna 
- Koti = K -k (say). We have AM 2 = CA 3 - CM 2 - 


B 3 


K 2 - = 86 = B a ; Hence K + k = _ _ . 

K —k 

Here K —k = MD is known because GD the S'ukla is 
B a 

known. So —r = K+fc is known. Thus knowing 
K —k 


K —k and Kby using what is called Samkramaganita 
ie. by adding K+ k and K we have K and by sub¬ 
tracting we have k. Here the Koti CM is called Vibha 
and the Karria CD the Swabha. The Parilekhasutra or 
the radius of the Parilekha Vrtta being the Karna, the 
Swabha is thus the Parilekhasutra. 


In the wake of this exposition, the translation of 
verse (7) runs as follows. n Let the compliment of the 
elongation (corrected as directed in verse (6)) divided by 
16 be the denominator j let the numerator be 36 j take the 
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result after division and put it in two places; with this 
and the complement of the elongation divided by 15, using 
Samkramagapita, we have successively Vibha and Swabhi”. 

Comm, Here, the meaning of taking the complement 
of the elongation and dividing by 15 is to obtain the 

magnitude of MD directly; for, = 6 —«/l5 = 

MG -e/15 = MG —GD — MD where e is the elongation 
and ej 15 is the S'ukla. In other words, finding the S'ukla 
by dividing the elongation by 15 and subtracting it from 
tbe radius to get MD is the same as taking the complement 
of the elongation and dividing it by 15 to obtain MD, 

Bhaskara quotes in the course of the commentary, 
the verse from his Leelavati, namely “ 

fan 

%i ^JTnriisim which means = K+Jc 

K — Jc 

since K a —& a =B a . This situation arises when the Bhnja 
B and the difference of Koti and Karna ie. K — It are given 
and it is required to find K and h separately. 

Verses (8) and (9). Draw a circle with radius 6 
angnlas to represent the disc of the Moon. Mark the disc 
with the Cardinal points signifying the east, west, north 
and south. Compute the Valana as directed in verse (5) 
(which represents E' G' in fig. 119) and mark it off as a 
Hsine from the west point w in tbe last quarter and from 
the east point e in the first quarter. From the centre M 
of the Moon’s disc, mark off Vibha MC (computed as 
directed) along the join of MG'. With centre C and 
radius Swabha (already computed as directed) draw a circle. 
The spherical sector of the Moon's globe thus demarked by 
the arc of the circle ADB namely AGBD is found to have 
the elevated cusp in the opposite direction in whioh 
the Valana has been marked. 
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Comm. The directions are clear in the wake of the 
previous commentary. In marking off the Yalana, Bhas- 
kara says ‘ from the west in the last quarter and from the 
east in the first quarter \ In the first quarter, the Moon 
will be visible immediately after Sunset in the* western 
sky and the illuminated part of the Moon will be towards 
the western side of the disc in which direction the Sun is 
situated. The eastern point and the western point of the 
disc are easily discernible on the background of the 
horizon. Drawing first the diameter ‘ WE ’ of the disc 
along the vertical circle in case the Moon is due west or 
else along a small circle parallel to the prime-vertical called 
Upa-Vrtta, we have the east point of the disc namely e 
vertically above the disc in the first quarter. (The figure 
119 is shown for the first quarter). Then we are directed 
to mark off the Valana E' G' in the form of a Hsine 
Since the Valana is already computed as directed in verse 
(5), to mark off this Valana we have to lay the scale 
perpendicular to WE. Such a point G' on the circum¬ 
ference of the disc is to be marked from which the Hsine 
equals the Valana computed. It is to be noted here that 
it is not marking G' E' from G', for, G' is not known, 
nor E' for the matter of that, but locating G' knowing 
the magnitude of the Valana. Though we happened j to 
mention before that GE is the Valana, in the light of 
what Bhaskara mentions in verse (8) we have to under¬ 
stand that in the first quarter, the practice iB to mark 
off Valana from the point e marked on the disc before hand. 
Though it does not matter when we take EG to be the 
Valana E' G', we have to notice the practice followed. 
The direction given in the course of the commentary 

meaning 

thereby that from the point M, we have to mark off 
along MG' where G'* is the point pertaining to Valana, a 
line with the help of a chalk and a fine thread, namely 
MC. This practice is still in vogue adopted by masons to 
draw straight lines. 

63 
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Tfeis interesting to note Bhgskara waxing poetic in 
the course of the commentary under these verses describing 
how the illumination of the Moon’s disc by the rays of 
the Sun is effected. The description is quite apt, inter¬ 
esting a'nd scientific reminding us of Varahamihiracarya's 
description in the verse etc/ in Brhat- 

Samhita. Of course, following Varahamibira Bhaskara 
also takes the Moon's globe to contain water within its 
bosom which Modern Science has yet to confirm. 


Verses 10, 11, 12. The Koti and Karna defined by 
Brahmagupta, do not lead us to accordance between 
computation and observation to locate the cusps. I 
request good mathematicians to verify this oarefully. In 
a place where the latitude is (90—w) = (90—24) = 66°, 
when the ecliptic coincides with the horizon, and 
when the Sun is in the beginning of Mesa which is 
then rising in the east, and the Moon in the beginning 
of Makara, then the Moon is dichotomized by the 
meridian and the illuminated part of the Moon’s diBC is 
towards the east. This does not hold good according to 
Brahmagupta’s definition of Koti. because then the Bhuja 
as well as Koti according to bis definition is equal to R. 
When the Bhuja is zero, the cusps will be horizontal, and 
when the Koti is zero, they will be vertical. Brahma¬ 
gupta’s Bhuja and Koti both being equal to R, the cusps 
therefore cannot be vertical which is against truth as 
stated above. Why should I make - this statement? May 
my homage be to those great. 


Comm. When the latitude of a place be 90—«>, and 
when the ecliptic coincides with the horizon, it is clear 
that in whatever positions be the Sun and the Moon 
(assuming that the Moon is also approximately on the 
horizon) the cusps of the Moon are always vertical, there 
being Bhuja only and no Koti. But according to Brahma- 
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gupta’s definition of Karna, it will be in this particular 
case, n/b 2 4* R 2 = Bn/2 bo that the Koti will be 
^2 R 2 - R 2 = n/B 2 = R, where the Bhuja also is B 
(projection of the line joining the Sun and the Moon on 
the north-south line. Though in the verse (11) above one 
particular position of the Sun and one of the Moon, are 
contemplated, the same argument holds good, says 
Bhaskara in the course of the commentary, whatever 
positions are occupied by the Sun and the Moon on the 
ecliptic. In this case there is only Bhuja existing and 
no Koti, so that the cusps will be vertical. But in all 
these cases, there is Koti according to Brahmagupta’s 
definition, so that the cusps will not be vertical according 
to him, which is clearly against truth. 

Here we have to note that in the example cited by 
Bhaskara the Bhuja equal to B is along the north-south 
direction, and even though the Koti according to Bhas- 
karajs definition is conceived to be vertical, the Karna 
according to Brahmagupta’s conception being BS where 
E and S are the east and south points, his Koti will be 
horizontal coinciding with OB, 0 being the centre of the 
horizontal ecliptic. Further according to Brahmagupta, 
the join of the cusps will be perpendicular to the Karna 
which does not therefore go against truth. Similarly in 
all the oases wherever be the Sun and the Moon on the 
horizon, Brahmagupta’s Karna being a line joining the 
centres of the disos of the Sun and the Moon, it will be a 
horizontal line and so the cusps could be vertical. It is 
hot clear whether or not Bhaskara recognized this namely 
that the Karna and Koti of Brahmagupta in the oases 
cited above are all horizontal lines so that the cusps could 
be vertical even according to Brahmagupta. That is why 
he pays homage to Brahmagupta in the last line of (12). 
Probably Bhaskara expected that Brahmagupta’s Koti also 
should have been vertical as his. The faot that he 
recognized that Brahmagupta’s Koti will not be vertical 



bub inclined, is justified here since the Kotis in all the 
oases oited are all horizontal lines. 

In fact, as we stated before, even Bhaskara’s analysis 
is not sound, for which reason, M. M. Sudhakara Dwivedi, 
wrote the booklet called Vasbava Srngonnati based on 
modern lines. As this topic could be found in books of 
modern astronomy, we need not go into the treatment of 
Sudhakara Dwivedi here. 


Here ends the Srngonnatyadhikara 



grahayutyadhikara 


Verse 1. The mean diameters of Mars, Mercury, 
„ Jupiter, Venus and Saturn are respectively 4 / -45 // , Q'-IS", 

/_OA// g/ g 

Gomm. Bhaskara gives U3 a method under verse (5) 
of Chandragrahanadhikara, as to how the angular diameters 
of celestial bodies were being measured with an instrument 
that we may call ‘ protractor \ describing it as follows. 

^aK55Ts?rrerirfTTBrfr crquroT 

cl m err c^rf^nc^K^rr vrefor 

Tr«WT: ” ie. On the day on which the true motion of the 
Sun equals the mean, in the morning , observe with an 
instrument having two equal rods jointed at one end (and 
the other ends being connected by a flexible protraotor 
marked with minutes and seconds of arc) placing the eye 
at the joint of the rods, and the two rods pointing to the 
extremities of a diameter of the disc. The magnitude of 
the disc is then read on the protractor, which giveB the 
mean diameter 

This method is alright so far as it goes. The measur¬ 
ing being done at the time of morning and that too 
with the naked eye might have been responsible for the 
exaggerated magnitudes of the diameters of the discs of 
the planets, as compared with their modern values. This 
kind of exaggerate estimate is due what is called the 
phenomenon of irradiation which increases the apparent 
size of a brilliant body when seen at some distanoe. Even 
Tycho Brahe, an aoourate and brilliant astronomer prior 
to the invention of the telescope gave estimates of these 
angular diameters which are nearly the same as remarked 
by Burgess in his translation of Suryasiddhanta under 
verses 13,14 oh. VII. 



602 


Verse 2. These estimates being multiplied by the 
difference of the radios and S'lghrakarpa and divided by 
thrice the S'lghr a* anfcyaphla jya are to be added or sub¬ 
tracted from the mean values above given according as the 
S'lghraiarna is less or greater than the radius to give the 
rectified values. Three minutes of arc are to be construed 
as one angula in this respect. 

Comm , When the S'lgbrakarna equals the radius we 
know that the planet is situated at the mean distance. The 
word planet here stands, of course, for the Mandaspasta- 
graha which may be roughly taken to be the mean planet, 
the equation of centre being small. If the S'lgbrakarna 
falls short of the radius, then evidently the planet is nearer 
the earth than the mean position so that disc of the planet 
appears to be bigger. Otherwise, the planet is farther 
and its disc appears to be smaller. It waa noted that 
approximately there was an increase or decrease § of the 
magnitude of the disc by the decrease or increase of the 
Sftghrakarpa by the antyaphaiajya. Hence, in between the 
two positions, rule of three is used to obtain the magni¬ 
tudes as follows. " If by a difference of the S'lghrakarpa 
and radius equal to the antyaphalajyS, there is a difference 
of | of the actual magnitude, what would it be for an 

arbitrary difference ?” The answer is d X 4 X i - - d 

a “ 3a 

where d - S'lghrakarna or radius and a the antyaphaiajya. 
This difference is to be added or subtracted to the mean 
value, as the case may be. 

Verse 3 and first half of 4. To obtain the time of 
the conjunction of two planets, compute the difference of 
the longitudes of two planets, and divide by the difference 
of their daily motions. If one of the planetB be retrograde, 
divide by the sum of the daily motions. The result gives 
the number of days approximately after the moment of 
conjunction if the slower planet has a longitude falling 
short of that of the quicker. If one of the planets be 
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retrograde, and if its longitude be the lesser then also the 
conjunction was past by the number of days computed. 
In the other cases the conjunction is to take place after 
the number of days computed. If, however, both the 
planets be retrograde, then if the slower of them has a 
longitude less than that of the quicker, then the conjun¬ 
ction is ahead, otherwise past by the number of days. 

Comm. Clear. In the case of one or both the planets 
being retrograde, the word ‘ slower planet ’ means that 
planet whose retrograde motion is slower and not the 
planet whose mean motion is slower. 

Latter half of verse 4 and verse 5. To rectify the 
moment of conjunction. 

Having computed the approximate time of conjun¬ 
ction, obtain the true motions of the planets pertaining to 
that day, rectify them for Ayana-Drk-Karma and following 
the process indicated in verse (3) above, again compute 
title moment of conjunction. (This will be a good approxi¬ 
mation). This conjunction will be one on the polar 
latitudinal circle. If Ayana-Drk-Karma be not done, then 
the conjunction will be on the circle of celestial latitude. 

Comm. Bhaskara says that the conjunction on the 
circle of polar latitude is preferred because this could be 
observed as there is a star at the celestial pole and the 
movable oircle of polar latitude could be moved into a 
position in which the two planets could be seen situated 
thereupon. The method of successive approximation is 
self-explanatory. Bhaskara, however, adds that when the 
conjunction is on the circle of celestial latitude, the 
planets will be seen to be closer. 

Verse 6 and first half of verse 7. To obtain the north- 
south celestial latitudinal distance between two planets. 
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Having computed the number of days by which the 
celestial latitudinal conjunction was past or is going to 
take place, let the common celestial longitude of the two 
planets be obtained by the method of successive approxi- 
mation'for the moment of celestial latitudinal conjunction. 
Let the celestial latitudes of the two planets be rectified 
for parallax in latitude as in the case of solar eclipse. The 
difference of these celestial latitudes in case they are of the 
same direction'or the sum if, of opposite direction, gives 
the north-south distance of the planets with respect to the 
ecliptic. Having known the directions of the celestial 
latitudes with respect to the ecliptic, if the two celestial 
latitudes happen to be both south or both north, then the 
planet with lesser celestial latitude is said to be in the 
opposite direction with respect to the other; that is, 
suppose both have northern celestial latitudes and suppose 
pi has a smaller northern celestial latitude than then 
Pi is said to be south of p 3 , Similar is the case if both the 
celestial latitudes happen to be south. 

Comm. Here Bhaskara does not specify whether he 
is talking of conjunction on a polar latitudinal cirole or 
on a celestial latitudiaal circle, though the previous 
procedure indicated by him to obtain the moment of con¬ 
junction gives preference to polar latitudinal conjunction 
which is more easily observable. But, here, as he prescribes 
rectification of the latitudes for parallax in celestial 
latitude, we have to construe that he is speaking of 
conjunction with respect to celestial longitudes alone, 
because, in the context of parallax, no method was indi¬ 
cated by him for parallax in polar latitude. 

Latter half of verse 7 and verses 8 and 9. Case of 
occupation. 

If the north—south celestial latitudinal distance 
happens to be less than the sum of the angular radii of the 
two planets, an occultation occurs (what we say * eclipse ’ 
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with respect to the Sun and the Moon, holds good with 
respect to occultation). In this case of occultation, we 
have to rectify the time of conjunction, with respect to 
parallax in latitude also. For obtaining this parallax in 
longitude, let the planet which is nearer the wth be 
taken as the Moon and the other the Sun. But to obtain 
the longitude of the Vithribha, which is necessary to 
compute parallaxes in longitude and latitude, the lagna of 
the moment of conjunction is to be computed from the 
position of the Sun and not that of the planet assumed 
to be the Sun as directed above. Having obtained the 
parallax in longitude, the computed moment of conjun¬ 
ction is to be rectified for parallax in longitude, (if 
necessary by the method of successive approximation) to 
obtain the actual moment of apparent conjunction ie. 
occultation here. This procedure is worth-adopting only 
when the occultation in question takes place above the 
horizon and is observable. The north-south celestial 
latitudinal distance in this case of ocoultation corresponds 
to the celestial latitude of the Moon in the case of a solar 
,eclipse. The direction of this celestial latitude is to be 
construed as that of the direction in whioh the planet near 
the earth is situated with respect to the other. If the 
planet whioh is nearer the earth happens to have, a motion 
lesser than that of the other, or be retrograde, then the 
planet which is situated at a greater distance from the 
earth will be over taking the other so that the higher 
planet gets occulted in the eastern direction of its disc. 
Thus the first contact is to be known to be in the east 
and the last contact would be in the west; (If otherwise, 
'the other way). 

Comm , Self-explanatory. 


Here ends the GrahayutyadhMra. 
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Bhagrahayuti (Conjunction of a planet with respect 

to a star) 

The longitudes o! the stars (professed to be polar). 

r ***’ 

The polar longitudes of the stars from Aswini includ¬ 
ing Abhijit are as follows. 



B d m 


B d m 

Asfwinl 

o 

i 

00 

i 

o 

Swat! 

6-19- 0 

Bhararii 

0-20“ 0 

Vis'akha 

7- 2- 6 

Krittica 

1- 7—18 

Anfiradha 

7-14- 6 

Rohini 

• 

1-19-18 

Jyestha 

7-19- 6 

MrgasTCrsa 

2- 3- 0 

Mul3 

o 

r—f 

i 

00 

Ardra 

2- 7- 0 

Purv5s3dha 

o 

J 

rH 

i 

OO 

Punarvass 

o 

i 

CO 

1 

CO 

Uttar3s5dha 

# 

8-20- 0 

Pusyami 

3-16- 0 

Abhijit 

8-26- 0 

Asresa 

3-18- 0 

Sravapam 

CO 

I 

00 

i 

O 

Makha 

4- 9- 0 

Dhani?tha 

9-20- 0 

Purvaphalgunl 

4-27- 0 

S'atabhisak 

10-20- 0 

Ufetaraphalguni 

6- 5- 0 

Purvabhadra 

10-26- 0 

Hasta 

6-20- 0 

UttarabhadrS 

11- 7- 0 

Chitra 

6-3-0 

Revatl 

o 

T 

? 

o 


Comm. In the enumeration of these longitudes, 
Bhaskara makes three statements whioh we have to note 
(1) That these longitudes are rectified for Ayana-Dpk- 
Karma ie. that they are polar longitudes, (2) That the' 
longitudes of Krittica and Rohini are less by 32* (The 
longitudes shown in the table above are those incorporating 
this specified correction), (3) That the longitudes of 
Vis'akha, AnHradha and Jyestba are to be increased by 6'. 

(This correction is also incorporated in the table given 
above). 



SOT 


Its is to be noted that these longitudes are the same 
given by Brahmagupta originally and copied by S'rrpati 
as well as the corrections indicated above. But herein a 
mistake was committed as clarified by Bhaskara later in 
the end of the chapter namely that the polar longitudes 
are subject to what is called Ayanavikara though the 
celestial longitudes are not. We say that the celestial 
longitudes are not subject to such an Ayanavikara ie. that 
ohange due to the phenomenon known as the precession 
of equinoxes, because the Hindu system is Nirayana ie. 
reckons the longitudes from the first point of As'wim 
which is its zero point instead of reckoning from r. If 
longitudes are measured from r, as r is proceeding, the 
longitudes of stars will be steadily increasing all at the 
same annual rate of precession namely about 50-25" 
per year. These increasing longitudes of the modern 
system go by the name Sayana longitudes. It might 
be thought that sinoe the polar longitudes also are 
measured from Atfwini and along the ecliptic like celestial 
longitudes, they also don’t vary like the Nirayana celestial 
’longitudes ; but it is not so, because the effect of precession 
on the right ascension and declination of a star have 
both their effect upon the polar longitude as well as polar 
latitude. We cannot say that Bhaskara did not know 
this but we may say that the effeat on the polar longitude 
and latitudes were construed by him as neglible and 
would be appreciable only in the long run. 


Verses 4, 6, 6. Sphutatfaras or rectified latitudes 
of the stars. 


Aafwinl 

Bharanl 

Krittica 

Rohinl 

Mfgasrirsa 


10°- 0 north 
12 °- 0 „ 

4 -BO „ 

4 -30 south 
10 -0 „ 


Ardra 

Punarvaso 

Pusyami 

AsreaS 

Makha 


11 - 0 south 

6- 0 north 
0-0 „ 

7- 0 south 
0-0 north 
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Purvaphalgunll2 - 0 north 
Uttaraphalgunl 13 0 „ 


Hasta 

Chitra r 

Swat! 

Yisrakha 

AnQradha 

Jyestha 

Mnla 


11 - 0 south 

S7°- 0 north 
1 -20'south 
1 -45 
3-30 
8-30 


PurvasadhS 

UttarSsadha 

Sravanam 

Abhijit 

Dhanistha 

* 

S'atabhis&k 


5 -20 south 
5-0 ,, 

30-0 north 
62-0 ,, 
36-0 „ 

0 -20 south 


n 




Purvabhadra 24-0 north 
Ufitarabhadra 26-0 „ 

Revatl 0-0 „ 


(a) These are also what were given by Brahmagupta 
and copied by S'rlpati, (6) Bhaskara mentions in the 

£ 

” ie. In as much as the stars 

o 

are fixed we have given their latitudes and longitudes 
rectified. But here, there is a point to be noted as 
Bhaskara has put us in a doubt namely that the rectified 
latitudes which he speaks of elsewhere under verse (3) 
Grahacohayadhikara, Ganitadhyaya are not exactly the 
polar latitudes spoken of here. (Ref. fig. 120). Let rMR 

be the ecliptic and rN be the oeleB- 
tial equator. Let S be a star, h be 
the pole of the eoliptic, and y> be 
the celestial pole. Then rR is the 
celestial longitude, SR the celestial 
latitude whioh are known as the 
Dhruvaka and S'ara (Asphuta- 
s'ara). rM is the polar longitude 
and SM the polar latitude. MR 
is the arc connoting the Ayana- 
Drk-Karma correction, so that celestial longitude+Ayana- 
Dfk-Karma correction^polar longitude (plus or minus 
according as the longitude lies in the 2nd and 4th 
quadrants or 1st and 3rd quadrants). If the longitude just 
equals 0°, 90°, 180® or 270°, the correction of 




509 


Karma vanishes. It most be noted here that when the 
longitude is 0° or 180° Xyanavalana is maximum but 
Ayana-Drk-Karma vanishes. There is no ambignity here 
in this polar longitude because Bhaskara is unequivocal in 
defining this. But under verse (3) Grahacchay£dhikSra, 
Bhaskara means by Sphutas'ara BL and not SM but by 
Sphutas'ara here he means SM. It is ridiculous to suppose 
that Bhaskara did not know that B ^R 3 —Ayanavalana is 
less than This ^R 3 V/R (a— Ayanavalanajya) he 
defined as Sphutas'ara there under verse (3) cited. SR is 
defined by him as Asphutas'ara or simply S'ara. Now here 
in the commentary he makes us believe that Sphutas'ara 
is SM which is the polar latitude. This confusion created 
by Bhaskara leads Ramaswarup the editor of Brahmagupta 
Siddhanta as well as one Mukhopadhyaya the author of the 
thesis, ‘Hindu Nakshatras’ to suppose that Bhaskara was 

o ___ 

wrong in supposing that >$, Bhaskara could 


not evidently commit such a silly mistake but we must 
infer that in that context he called SB as the Sphutas'ara 
which being added to Rrc the Kranfci or what is the same 
LN gives SN the Sphutakranti or the modern declination. 
R n is oalled by him as Asphutakranti. In this context he 
calls SM as the Sphutasfara since it is Dhruvabhimukha ie. 
directed towards the pole. Of course, Bhaskara should 
not have called both SL and SM as Sphutas'aras but since 
he was deliberately defining the Sphutas^ara as SL previously 
and now as SM, and since he could not commit suoh 

o _ 

a glaring mistake as to construe g */R a —a a as greater 


than 5, we should not rush to pronounce that Bhaskara 
was wrong. Only we could say that he is inconsistent 
to that extent. 


7, The polar longitudes of Agastya (Canopus) 
is 87° and his polar latitude is 77 soufcli. The polar 
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longitude of Lubdhaka (Sirius) 86° and its polar latitude 
is 40° south. 

Comm. Clear, The star Agastya is considered to be 
important in Indian literature because the heliacal rising 
and setting of Agastya are directed to be noted and in 
fact are being noted in every panchanga even today from 
times immemorial. Even Kalidasa alludes to this heliacal 
rising of Agastya as inaugurating the S'arat-kala or 
autumn which was reiterated by Varala Mihira in his 
Brhat-Samhita under the verse “ smsrfo 

sRtr55*r$lr> ie. when 

Lord Yishnu whose eyes are supposed to be the Sun and 
the Moon and his eyelids the clouds, opens his eyes ie. on 
Kartica Ekadasi the 11th day of the bright half of the 
lunar month of Kartica then Kings are directed to perform 
Nirajanavidhi for his horses, elephants and chariots (to 
start on an expedition for war). It is to be noted that this 
was so long ago in times of yore that Agastya used to rise 
at the beginning of autum. Now the star is rising about 
22nd August long in advance even in the rainy season. 
This is on aocount of the effect of precession of equinoxes. 

Verse 8. The Istanadis for Agastya are said to be 
two, for Lubdhaka 2|, for other stars which are next in 
size, 2J and for still smaller ones the Istanadis are to be 
taken still more. 

Comm. Istanadis ie. the time in nadis (where a 
is equal to 24' of time) giving the time in between the 
rising moments of the star and the Sun, when the *star rises 
heliacally. In other words, let the star Agastya rise at a 
particular time t. If the Sun rises at *+48', then it iB 
the time for Agastya to rise heliacally. This again means 
that if the Sun sets at time T and the star at T+48' in 
its diurnal motion, it is time for the star to set heliacally 
in the west. Similarly for the other stars. It will be 
noted here that stars set heliacally in the west and rise 
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heliacally in the east. This phenomenon has been long 
in the notice of even the most illiterate people of India 
from times immemorial, as they were used to get up from 
beds round about the time when a brilliant star rose 
heliacally and stood in the eastern horizon, shining for a 
^good length of time before Sun-rise. Each star of first 
magnitude thus played the part of a morning star for some 
time, though perhaps the illiterate folk mistake them to 
be the same star. Especially the brightest stars of the 
zodiac thus play the part of morning and evening stars. 
The case with respect to Agastya and Lubdhaka is different 
in that even though they are far away from the zodiac, 
yet they were noticed to be morning and evening stars by 
virtue of their being of the first magnitude at a spot of the 
sky in the vicinity of whioh no other such brilliant stars 
are there. This is the reason why panchanga—Computers 
have been in the habit of recording in the panchanga even 
to-date the heliacal rising and setting of Agastya, also 
because the heliacal rising of this star synchronized with 
the setting in of S'arat-kala or autumn. Since in India 
the lunar Kartica Ekadasi, ie. the 11th day of the bright 
half of the lunar month roughly synchronized with 15th 
Nov., when the Sun rose far in the south of the horizon, 
this Agastya, though it be in the far south, happens to 
play the part of a morning star and about the day when 
it rose heliacally, there were no more rains and waters of 
the rivers stood crystal-clear as described by many a 
Sanskrit poet like Kalidasa (vide the famous verse of 
Kalidasa 4th canto Baghu- 

vams'a). 

The star Lubdhaka or Sirius, the dog-star as it is called 
in English parlance also was conspicuous as a morning 
and evening star, whose heliacal rising was notioed and 
reoorded by English poets like Shakespeare and Milton. 

Since one nidi corresponds to 6°, two nadis correspond 

to 12®, degrees, whioh are spoken as Ralama'as for the 

* 
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heliacal rising of Agastya. They are so termed, because 
they indicate the Kala or the time in between the rising 
of the star and the Sun which signifies the moment of its 
heliacal rising. Indirectly therefore these Kalamsas indi¬ 
cate which star is of which magnitude. A star which has 
12° as Kalamsas is therefore of first magnitude; and as„ 
the Kalamsas increase, the magnitude also increases. It 
will be rembered that the higher the magnitude of a star, 
the fainter it will be and not the brighter as is likely to be 
misconstrued by lay people. 

Verse 9. To compute the moment of conjunction of 
a planet and a star. 

The Ayana-Drk- Karma is to be done as mentioned 
before (with respect to the planet) and the Sphutas'ara is 
to be computed to know the time of (polar latitudinal) 
conjunction. 

Comm. We are direoted to use the polar longitude 
and polar latitude with respect to the planet because this 
kind of conjunction will be more conspicuous than 'a 
celestial latitudinal conjunction because the Ecliptic is 
far more inclined than the Equator with respect to the 
horizon. 

Verses 10, 11. 

The difference in the longitudes of the planet and the 
star, divided by the daily motion of the planet, gives the 
number of days approximately after or before the moment 
of conjunction. 

If the planet be retrograde, the conjunction past or 
future will be in the reverse ie. future or past. 

Comm. Let x and y be the polar longitudes of the 
planet and the star and let x<Cy. Sinoe y is constant as 
the star has no motion, x has to increase to the extent of 
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y to be in a polar latitudinal conjunction. Hence (y — x) 
is to be covered by the planet as per its daily motion say 
m. So the number of days that is to elapse for conjun- 
y —~x 

ction is . If n>y, then the conjunction wasr past by 
x—y/m, If, the planet be retrograde and x<y, the con* 
junction was past by todays and if x >y, the planet 

being retrograde, the conjunction is to take place in . 

m 

Note. Though Bhaskara does not mention here 
Asakrt-Karma ie. method of successive approximation, it 
is implied because the motion of the planet differs from 
moment to moment as well as its Sphutas'ara. Hence 
having obtained the approximate moment of conjunction, 
compute again the true motion of the planet at that 
instant, as well as its Sphutas'ara and Ayana-Drk-Karma. 
The latter ie. Ayana-Drk-Karma is to find the polar 
longitude from the celestial and the Sphutas'ara is the polar 
’latitude ie. SM of fig. 120. The Sphutas'ara is required 
for the purpose of finding the distance in between the 
planet and the star on a polar latitudinal circle and not to 
compute the moment of conjunction. 

Verses 12, 13, 14. To compute the moments of 
heliacal rising and heliacal setting of a star. 

Compute the Udayalagna and the Astalagna of Agastya 
k.nd Lubdhaka doing Aksa-Drk-Karma alone. Assuming 
the Udayalagna to be the Sun, compute the lagna for the 
Ista-kSla nadis (ie. after a lapse of Istanadis after the 
moment) given before (namely 2 nadis for Agastya and 
2| for Lubdhaka) which will be the longitude of the Sun, 
when the star (Agastya or Lubdhaka or whatever it be) 
rises heliaoally. Thus the Udayarka is a point of the 
ecliptic which rises when the star rises heliaoally. 

65 
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Having computed the Asta-lagna of the star, taking 
it to be the Sun, compute the lagna in the reverse direction 
ie. the lagna which preceeds it by the Ista-kala given. If 
this lagna be decreased by 180°, it will give the longitude 
of the setting Sun at the time of the heliacal setting of the 
star. Or again find the longitude of the point of the 
ecliptic which is ahead of the Astalagna which takes (60 — 
Istanadis) to rise after the Astalagna; this longitude 
decreased by 180° gives the longitude of the setting Sun 
at the time of the heliacal setting of the star. The heliacal 
rising or setting takes place when the longitude of the Sun 
equals the longitude of the point of the ecliptic which is 
technically called the Udayarka or the Astarka respectively. 
The difference between the longitude of the Sun and that 
of the Udayarka or the Astarka divided by the daily motion 
of the Sun gives approximately the number of days that 
have elapsed or are to elapse for the heliacal rising or 
setting as the case may be, 

Comm . Here we are to carefully differentiate between 
the technical words (1) Udayalagna of the star, (2) Asta- r 
lagna of the star, (8) Udayarka and (4) Astarka of the 
star. The word Udayalagna means that point of the 
ecliptic which rises simultaneously with the star. The 
word Astalagna means that point of the ecliptic which is 
rising when the star is setting. The word Udayarka means 
that point of the ecliptic which rises when the star rises 
heliacally. The word Astarka means that point of the 
ecliptic which is setting while the star sets heliacally. Thus 
the four points are only points of the eeliptio. 

f 

Let A be the Udayalagna of a star on the circle GAB 
which is the ecliptic. We know that the position of the 
star should be above the eastern horizon, to rise heliacally, 
by such a distance that the time in between the rising of 
the Udayalagna and that point of the ecliptic which will 
be rising when the star rises heliacally must be the Ista- 
kala nadis. Let B bs a point ahead of A on the ecliptic. 
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such thafc the time in bet¬ 
ween the rising of B and 
the rising of A is equal to 
the Ista-nadis. By the time 
B rises, A will have gone 
up a little above the eastern 
horizon, as well as the star 
that has risen along with A 
and now the position of the 
star is such that the time 
in between its rising and 
the rising of B is equal 
to the Ista-nadis. Hence 
B, which is a point of the eoliptic is termed Udayarka 
signifying thereby that when the Sun coincides with B, 
the star rises heliacally. Thus the Udayarka B is ahead 
of the Udayalagna A and the time in between their risings 
is equal to Ista-nadis, 

Let now A' be the Astalagna ie. the point which rises 
*when the star sets. This point will not be, generally, 
diametrically opposite to A because, the time between the 
rising and setting of a star which is given by double the 
rising hour-angle will be far more than half a sidereal day 
when the star has a large northern latitude and in the case 
of one having a large southern latitude, the time will be 
far less than half a sidereal day. 

From A' find O' which is behind A' such that the time 
Jn between the rising of A' and C' is equal to Ista-nadis. 
Then the point C diametrically opposite to G' namely C is 
called Astarka ie. when the Sun is-at G the Btar sets helia¬ 
cally in the west. It is so because, when the Sun is on 
the western horizon setting at 0, G' will be the lagna and 
when the star is setting A' is the lagna and as these two 
lagnas .differ by I§ta-nadis, the time between the Sun’s 
setting and the star's setting is also equal to Ista-nadis. 




516 


In other words the star is within the Ista-nadi distance 
from the Sun and as C is behind A by Ista-nadis, the 
setting Sun at C will be behind (ie. has a lesser longitude) 
the setting star by Ista-nadis. Hence the star sets then 
heliacally. Thus we see that ihe Udayarka and Astarka 
given by the points B and 0 are respectively in advance 
(ie. has a greater longitude) aod behind (ie. has a lesser 
longitude) of the Udayalagna and Astalagna removed by 
an Ista-nadi distance. It will be noted that the arcs AC 
and *AB are not equal though the equatorial arcs corres¬ 
ponding to them are equal. 

Instead of finding O' from A' by the Vilomalagna 
method and taking its diametrically opposite point, Bhas- 
kara gives an alternative namely to find C from A' by the 
Kramalagna method the time being (60-Iata-nadikas). 
This is evident. 

Bhaskara prescribes only Aksa-Drk-Karma to be per¬ 
formed here in finding the Udayalagna and Astalagna of 
the star because the star’s polar longitude is already one in 
which the Ayana-Drk-Karma is contained. 

Thus from fig. 121, when the Sun-rises at A, the star 
rises, when the Suns rises at B the star rises heliacally 
and when the Sun sets at C, the star sets heliaoally. 

Verse 15. If in the case of a star, the Astarka 
happens to have a longitude greater than the UdaySrka on 
account of a very big northern latitude, that star does not 
set heliacally (and so the question of heliacal rising doe» 
not arise). 

Comm. In Fig. 121, the Astarka C happens to have 
a longitude less than that of B (because CAB is the dire¬ 
ction of increasing longitude ie. positive direction). At 
times it so happens that C lies towards the positive 
direction of B ie. it has a longitude greater than that of B. 
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This happens when the star has a long northern latitude 
and therefore the Aksa-Drk-Karma correction will be 
sufficiently large and the star has a small north polar 
distance. This may be substantiated as follows. 



i 

* 

N 


* We have the formula cos h = — tan d> tan g which 
gives the rising hour-angle of the star. When g is nearly 
equal to 90 — <£, then cos h will be nearly equal to ‘—1’ 
which means that the rising hour angle is nearly equal to 
180°, ie. the duration of the star’s stay below the horizon 
will be very small. This means A' approaches A very 
nearly (fig. 121), for example when it is in the position A/. 
Then let C/ be the point which is behind A' by Ista-nSdis 
so that QJ the diametrically opposite point G 1 is far ahead 
of B in stead* of proceeding it. This means that the star 
which should first set heliacally and then after a few days 
rise heliacally, is now in such a position that it is to rise 
heliacally even before setting heliacally. This is an un¬ 
tenable position. That this is not tenable may be seen 
otherwise. The diametrically opposite point of Astalagna 
ie. the point 0 of the ecliptic which should set along with 
the planet should have a longitude less than that of the 
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Astarka C/; but 0/ will have now a longitude less than 0 
which is incongruous. 

In such a situation, Bhaskara says, there is no question 
of the star setting heliacally at all. This is indeed, an 
ingenious mathematical presentation of a physical pheno¬ 
menon, which reflects credit to Bhaskara* s genius. 

Verse 16. Circumpolar stars or Sadodita stars. 

If a star has a northern declination greater than 
90—<i (ie. <£>90—g) it will be always above the horizon ; 
also if the southern deolination is greater than 90--<£ such 
a star will never be seen in a northern latitude, be it 
Lubdhaka or Agastya or even a planet for the matter of 
that. 

Comm. (Vide fig. 122) Let St be a Btar such that 
PS^PN ie. 90—$<<£ ie. g>90—<£. It is dear from the 
figure that its diurnal path is entirely above the horizon. 
It is called a Sadodita star or circumpolar. 

f 

Take the case of S 2 . Its southern declination ie. QS a ' 
is greater than the lamba (90—<£) ie. Q8. It is evident 
from the figure that its diurnal path is entirely below 
the horizon. 

BhaBkara gives two examples here namely (1) where 
the latitude is greater than 37°, there Agastya will not be 
visible (having a great north-polar distance), (2) where 
the latitude is greater than 52°, thgre Abhijit is always 
above the horizon (having a small north-polar distauoe). f 

Bhaskara adds, ‘even a planet’. This will be true, 
for example, in a high latitude -say 89°. Suppose the 
southern deolination of a planet is greater than 1°. On 
that day and for some more days also, the planet’s diurnal 
paths will be below the horizon as will be clear from a 
figure. 
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Verses 17 to 21. Ancient astronomers happened to 
give a list of polar longitudes and polar latitudes at a time 
when there were no Ayanamsas ie. when the zero-point of 
the ecliptic as taken by the Hindu Astronomers namely 
Aswini coincided with the modern zero-point namely r. 


, In fact these polar longitudes and latitudes do change 
if there be Ayanamsas. Here in this case from the polar 
latitudes the celestial latitudes are to be computed in a 
reverse process; with the half of these celestial latitudes, 
the Ayana-Drk-Karma is to be effected in the reverse 
process to obtain the celestial longitudes. After having 
obtained the correct celestial longitudes and celestial 
latitudes, now, bringing the Ayanamsas into the picture, 
compute the correct Drk-Karma and also rectify the 
celestial longitudes, to obtain the correct polar longitudes 
and polar latitudes to compute the moment of polar 
latitudinal conjunction. This case may be taken when the 
Ayanamsas are large, otherwise, a small difference there 
will be, (which does not matter). 


Comm . Bhaskara gives the process in the course of 
the commentary. We have the formula 


Sphuta Viksepa 


Asphuta Viksepa X Yasti 
Radius 


Here we know Sphuta Viksepa. At once, we oould not 
say Asphuta Viksepa = gphn a Vjkfep* X Badia i 


computing Yasti from the modern Ayanamsas. Yasti is 
a' function of declination too, because the Ayanavalana is 
a function of declination. We know, the declinations 
change in the wake of precession of the equinoxes. So, 
there is no point in taking the value of the present Yasti. 
We should compute it for the Ayanas'unyakala or for the 
time when Asfwini coincided with r. Then the formula 
could be applied. Then with this celestial latitude obtained, 
Ayana-Drk-Karma is to be effected to obtain the present 
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polar longitude, using the modern Ayanamsas. Since in 
this prooess, we have no definite knowledge of the then 
celestial longitude ie,s of the Ayanas'unyakala, the method 
of successive approximation is appealed to. 



Fig. 123 


But this method of Bhaskara 
may be modified to an easier pro¬ 
cess as follows. Let rL, L8 be 
the polar longitude and polar lati¬ 
tude of a star as given by Acharyas 
in whose time the Hindu first 
point of the zodiac coincided 
with r. It is required to find rN 
and NS the celestial longitude 
and latitude which hold good even 


today beoaus rN and NS are the same as AN, AS, A being 
the first point of As'wini and a celestial longitude measured 


from A along the ecliptic is not subject to change on account 


of precession of the equinoxes as well as the celestial lati¬ 


tude. From the spherical triangle rLM, cot rLM = cos rL 
tan w (1) and from the triangle SNL, tan LN = 


A 

cos SLN X tan SL = cos rLM tan SL (4) and sin SN = 
sin SL X sin SLN = sin SL X sin rLM (5). From (1) 

the angle rLM is obtained ; substituting "this value in (2) 

and (3) LN and SN are obtained. Adding LN to rL we 
have rN. 


Thus the celestial longitude and latitude are found 
far more easily and more accurately than from the 

laborious method indicated which gives only approximate 
results. 


Here ends the Bhagrahayutyadbikara. 



PATSDHYSYA 


Verse 1. Even scholars gets confused while computing 
the occurence of a Pata, unable to know whether it has 
already occurred or is going to occur. So, I seek to clarify 
the method of computing the moment of occurrence of a 
pata. 

Comm, (1) There are what are called patas, two in 
number, called Yyatipata and Vaidhrti. The first is 
defined as occurring at that moment when the Sun and 
Moon have equal declinations, being situated in opposite 
Ayanas but the same gola. The words Uttaragoja and 
Daksinagola are used by Hindu Astronomers as the 
northern and southern halves of the celestial sphere on 
either side of the celestial equator, respectively ; where as 
the words Uttara-Ayana and Daksina-Ayana are used to 
connote the times when the Sun or Moon have tropical 
longitudes (measured from r instead of Aswini, the zero 
point of the Hindu Zodiac) one lying between Capricorn 
and Cancer, and the other lying between Cancer and 
Capricorn. Thus Vyatipata occurs when the Sun and 
Moon each lies in one of the first or second quadrants of 
the ecliptio measured from r or each lies in one of the 
third or fourth quadrants of the ecliptic; (both should not 
lie in the same quadrant) and have equal declinations. 

The second Pata Vaidhrti ocours when the Sun and 
Moon have equal declinations, they being situated in the 
same Ayana but opposite golas. These two moments are 
considered to have malefic effects on humans and the world 
of life. Though the moments are to be computed by a 
knowledge of spherical astronomy, they have only an 
astrological significance. A chapter, usually the last, has 
been devoted to this subject in every book of Hindu 
Astronomy. The method of computation was felt difficult 

as 
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by the ancient Hindu astronomers, before the time of 
Bhaskara, for the reason that the Moon does not exactly 
move in the ecliptic but in his own orbit whose inclination 
to the ecliptic was taken to be 4J°. The points of intersec¬ 
tion of the ecliptic with the lunar orbit, or what are called 
Bahu and Ketu, the nodes of the lunar orbit, have 
themselves a motion backwards on the ecliptio in 18.69576 
solar years as per Bhaskara. This makes the lunar orbit 
oscillate about the mean position of the ecliptio, so that 
sometimes the lunar orbit lies between the celestial equator 
and some-times not between them. This phenomenon 
makes the computation more difficult, to obtain the 
declination of the Moon. Bhaskara says that even great 
Acaryas like Laila and Brahmagupta went wrong or got 
confused in computing the moments of the occurence of a 
Pata. Bearing upon Bhaskara’s statement that such Acaryas 
also got confused, some second-rate astronomer exclaimed 
in the following interesting manner “ 

far fafk 

ie. “ when even an unrivalled soholar like 
Laila, who was well-versed in the three branches of 
Jyotisa betrayed his ignorance in this context of Patadhi- 
kara, though I am a bit of a mathematician, I could have 
no pretensions to any knowledge in this difficult chapter’’. 


In Fig. 124, Vyatipata occurs when SL=MN, where 
S and M are the Sun and the Moon situated respectively 

in Uttarayapa and Daksi- 
nayana but in the same 
uttaragoja. The positions 
of S and M could be 
interchanged ie. S may be 
in the second quadrant of 
the ecliptio and M in the 
first quadrant and if their 
declinations be equal, then 
also Vyatipata occurs. Of course in this figure 124, we 
have taken the Moon also situated on the ecliptio. * Ip 





actual computation, we should not take the Moon as such. 
The pata named Vaidhrti occurs when in the same Fig. 
124, SL—MW, Herein both the Sun and Moon are in 
the same Ayana namely Uttarayana but in opposite gojas. 
If we assume the Moon to be moving on the'ecliptic, 
Vyatipata occurs when the sum of the tropical longitudes 
of^the Sun and Moon equals 18J° and Vaidhrti occurs 
when the sum of those longitudes is equal to 360. 

Verse 2. Definitions of Goja-Sandhi and Ayana- 
Sandhi with respect to the Sun. 

When the tropical longitude of the Sun ie. his 
longitude measured from r along the ecliptic is equal to 
0* or 180°, then he is said to be at his go]a Sandhi. In 
other words, when the Sun who moves along the ecliptic 
comes to the celestial equator, be will be at his GoJa 
sandhi. Similarly when his longitude is 90° or 270°, he is 
said to be at the his Ayana-Sandhi. 

Comm. This means that when the Sun is about to 
pass from the Daksipa goJa to the uttaragoja or from the 
uttaragoja to the Daksinagoja he is said to be at a Gola 
Sandhi. Similarly when he is about to go south or when 
he is about to go north, he is said to be at Ayana Sandhi, 
The word ‘Sandhi* means junction. Thus the points r and 
=* (Libra) are said to be goja Sandhis whereas the points 
denoting Cancer and Capricorn are Ayana-Sandhis. Since 
in Bhaskara’s time the AyanamBas were 11°, ie. the point 
r was behind the zero point of the Hindu Zodiac by 11°, 
therefore Bhaskara gives the Gola Sandhis as the points 
having longitudes 349° and 169° respectively. Similarly 
the Ayana Sandhis were the points having longitudes 79° 
and 259° respectively. 

Bhaskara gives ,the method of locating these gola 
or Ayana Sandhis as follows. Erect a gnomon 
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vertically with the help of a plumb-line. Draw a circle on 
the horizontal plane having the foot of the gnomon ae the 
centre and any arbitrary radius. Draw the Bast-West and 
North - South diameters of the circle. The longitudes of 
the Sun"when the shadow of the gnomon lies along the 
Bast - West diameter give the goja Sandhis. Note the 
direction of the shadow daily after the day when his 
shadow is along the Bast - West line. If the Sun rises 
thereafter a little towards North of the East point, then he 
is said to be in the uttara go}a; his shadow will be a little 
south of the East - West line. The point at which the 
Sun thus begins to rise north of the east point, is the Mesa 
goja Sandhi or the vernal equinox. G-radually the Sun 
goes on rising at points which are farther and farther away 
from the East point. When he has reached the extreme 
north point, ie when the gnomon’s shadow is extreme 
south, he is at the Cancer. Similarly when he rises at the 
extreme South point on the horizon, he is at Capricorn. 
Bhaakara actually noted these four points and the longi¬ 
tudes cited above were given by him as the Goja Sandhis 
and Ayana Sandhis. Indirectly, he could know that 
the Ayanams'as at the time of his writing the book, 
were 11°. 

Verses 3 to 6. Speciality with respect to the 

Moon. 

Let the Hsine and Hcosine of the tropical longitude of 
the pata (Rahu the ascending node of the lunar orbit) as 
per the smaller table of Heines when the radius is taken to 
be 120', be respectively multiplied by 123 and 7 and 
divided respectively by 4 and 12. The results are known 
as the Bahuphala and Kotiphala respectively. According 
as the tropical longitude of Rahu ie A be such that as 
' 270° < A < 90° or 90°< a < 270°, the Bshuphala is to be 
divided by 362 ± Kotiphala. Subtract the result from 
the Goja Sandhis and Ayana Sandhis of the Sun, to get 
those of the Moon. 
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Comm, from the Hindu Astronomical point of view 
this is an intricate procedure which made that particular 
half-learned astronomer declare ‘* ffrsRrsRf*:: ” 

ie. “I have no pretensions to have understood the 
chapter known as Patadhikara ”, We perceive herein 
Bhgskara’s mathematical understanding of the problem. 
His procedure is approximate because he uses (1) the 
smaller crude table of Haines taking the radius to be 120' 
instead of 3438. (2) also because he gives the Sun’s 

declinations for longitudes 15°, 30° etc. as well as Moon’s 
celestial latitudes for his longitudes of 15°, 30° etc. 

relative to the node in his orbit. Of course, his mathema¬ 
tical procedure was correct. 


He exemplifies hie mathematical procedure by solving 
a problem given in the pr&sma-Adbyaya of his book 
GbJadbySya. The problem set by him is as follows. 

dftfrssrerer OTr 


ie. If the tropical longitude of the Moon is 100°, that of 
the Sun 80*, and the longitude of the Moon measured in 
his orbit from the Node BShu is 200°, compute the moment 
of the occurence of the p£ta # if you know what was said by, 
Lalla in bis work S%a dblvfddhida. We shall first 
understand Bhgskara’s mind and subsequently we shall 
a modern procedure. 
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Fig. 125 

Refer to fig. 125. Gr NK is the celestial equator, RrL 
is the ecliptic and RGAM the Moon's orbit where R is the 
Rahu or ascending node of the lunar orbit. Let the 
obliquity of the ecliptic be « (omega) aud the inclination 
of the lunar orbit to the ecliptic be i. a was taken to be 
24° and i 4j° by Bhaskara. Let the lunar orbit RGAM 
cut the celestial equator in G which is called the Moon’s, 
Goja Sandhi, r is the Sun’s Goja Sandhi. Bhaskara first 
wants us to locate G ie. to find rQ which gives its longitude. 
Let A be the position of the Moon when his celestial 
longitude is zero ie rA is perpendicular to the ecliptic. 
Let M be the position of the Moon when his celestial 
longitude is 15° (Here the figure is not drawn to scale but 
a little exaggerated for the sake of clarity). Let ML be 
the celestial latitude of the Moon in its position. M. If 
LK be drawn perpendicular to the equator, LK is called 
the Asphuta - kranti of the Moon. ML is called the 
Asphuta-Viksepa of the Moon. MN drawn perpendicular 
to the celestial equator ie. the declination of the Moon is 
called Sphutakranti of the Moon. Draw perpendicular LS 
'on MN. Then MS is called the Sphu|a Viksepa of the 
Moon, Since MN = Ms + LK Sphu$akr5nti * sphufa 

Viksepa + Asphutakranti. Let Ap be the declination of 
the Moon when his longitude is zero. 
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Fig. 126 

Now refer to fig, 126. Let N8 be the ecliptic and 
NM the celestial equator. The quadrant NS equal to 90° 
is divided into six equal parts at B u S fl etc. The successive 
declinations of B %f S 9 etc. are given by Brahmagupta as 
362, 'iOB, 1002, 1238, 1888, 1440 where the radius is given 
to bo 3438'. In other words 1440 ~H Sin o> = H Sin 24°. 
These can be easily verified from the formula 

H Sin 8 = X X H 

putting «a 15°, 80* etc. and B = 3438 / , 



Fig. 127 

Now refer to fig, 127. B M is the lunar orbit, B being 
Bahu. BL is the ecliptic. Using the formula. 
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„ HSitUXHSini H Sin A X t 

R 120 

since and i are small and R is taken to be 120', we have 
the successive values of MjL 1} M g L s etc. of the celestial 
latitudes of the Moon for arcs RMj. RM a etc. successively 
equal to 16°, 30® etc, given by 70, 135, 101 , 234, 261, 
270. In other words the maximum celestial latitude.is 
270' * 4J°. 

Since when a = 15°, taking R = 120 yS = 70', the first 
S'arakhanda ie the celestial latitude for A = 15°, * is 70' 

H cos X X_70 g^askara Calls Kotiphala. 

120 

It will be noted here that the first S'arakhanda is 
taken to mean the increase in the celestial latitude 
from zero to 70' when the longitude increases from 
0® to 15®. The argument adduced by Bhaakara in 
such a context is as follows: “If for a H Cosine X 
equal to R equal to 120 ' (when .1 = 0) we have the first 
S'arakhanda namely 70', what shall we have for ah 

arbitrary H Cosine X". The result is — 70 « 

fa H cos A. Since the word Cosine means Ko|ijyg, 
Bhaakara calls this Kotiphala. 

Now in fig. 125, let rL = 15°, then LK = 362' as given 
by Brahmagupta. Bhaskara takes this 362 as a ( 8 ) where 
g is the declination of the foot of the celestial latitude of 
the Moon. Then if y 8 be the celestial latitude of the Moon' 
Bhaskara construes that A /} is given by the formula fa 
H Cos A, which he calls Kotiphala. Taking a8 ± a/} as 
the joint variation of 8 and ft which is roughly equated 
'with the variation in the modem deolination MN of the 
Moon, Bhaskara’s argument is “If for a longitude rM =15° 
of the Moon corresponds a 8 ± what should be the 
longitude corresponding to the deolination Ap of the Moo 9 
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when hie longitude is equal to zero Y* The result is 
&p X 15 _tt ' • 

. As: . t “ ( rj :aa 11 

Ai) i Aj8 

where rQ i* looked upon as the longitude of the Moon at Q 
called the Goja Sandhi of the Moon, 

But AP » the Sphufa Yiksppa of the Moon when his 
longitude is equal to zero where rA is the Asphuta Viksepa 
at that point, Using his method of calculating AP from 

Ar, A p - ^ 1} 008 ^ where 

K 

„ , . H sin o> XH sin (90 + A) 

H am d =* ' - u -— . 

AP pertains to the longitude X equal to zero, so 
s, ... H sin 90° X H sin « 
it 

H cos B - H cos co « H cos 24° -=110 when R = 120 / 

Hence A p =■ — ** A r, 

r 12U 

But Ar is the celestial latitude of the Moon to be 
calculated from RA taken to be X 

rA = 11 Bln A X J 70 =2 H sin A (where 270'-4J”==t) 
IliU 

taking R = 120 Ap = % II sin A X is* Hence 
rQ from I -- f II sin X X H X — ^.jp — 


that H sin g 


H sin a>. 


But X — — H sin A. This has to 

4 12 4 

be divided by aS + A 3* In the problem given. A = 100° 
and aB taken as 362. To obtain a 8 BhSskara adduces 
the argument “ If at X « 0, the firbt Harakbanda of 70 
corresponds to H cos *1 = 120' what amount of Hara- 
khanda corresponds to an arbitray H cos A Y' The result 

is M-£2® 19 m* ^ H cos A. This he calls Eotiphala 

120 * 

because it is based upon H cos X which is the Kotijya. 

m 
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> Thus in the given problem where 1 ■» ICO®, 

H cos 100 ° ■= xV X 21 (since H cos 10J =» — H sin A9.. 5 *. 

- 120 X ‘1735 » — 21 approximately where R = 120') - 

- - I2'-15" a8 ± aB = 362 - 12'-15 = 319-45. 

123 X 118 

Now -f- H sin X to be divided above = ; -—— 


so that -f 5 - H sin k X 


= 362s'-3(>", 
1 3B28'--?0" 

AS ± Aj6 ” 349-45 

= 10 °- 22 '~ 28 " = 


= rQ. Now r’s longitude from the zero point of the 
Hindu zodiac is 11 Basis 19° so that Q’s longitude — 
11 R-19° minus lO°- 22 / - 2 S // = 11 Ras'is b°-31 / -32 // . This 
gives us the longitude of G which is called the Moon’s 
Gola Sandhi. Adding 3, 6 , 9 Ras'is, we get successively 
the first Ayana Sandhi, the other Go}a Sandhi and the 
second Ayana Sandhi of the Moon. 


( 1 ) Bhaskara overlooked a crudeness in his proce¬ 
dure namely that a 5 ls perpendicular to the ecliptic, 
whereas a 8 is perpendicular to the celestial Equator, but, 
since a/ 3 is snail, he overlooked the nicety. Strictly 
speaking a B should have been corrected for Ajanavalana. 

( 2 ) There is also crudeness in computing 

or arcs of 15°, whereas they should have been dond 
for men a-e of every degree in the longitude. He could 
have done that, because at the end of the Gojadhyaya he 
gave ths method or computing the H sines for every degree 
under the caption 

We shall now give a modem method of computing 
the value of rQ. From the spherical triangle RrA, where 

r A 

.rR = 100°, R = i — 4J°, we have 

. tan r A 

am 100 = -- 

tan 4f 
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log tan r A = log cos 10 4- log tan 4£° 

*= 94934 4* b*8960 « 8’8894 rk = 4°-26'. 
From the spherical triangle rAG, 


cos 90—a> 


tan rk 


tau Gr 

log tan Qr -- log tan rk — 
log sin w = 8*8894 — 9*8093 


COS w 


9*2801, Again from the spherical triangle rQG, 

* 

tan rQ 
tau Gr 

log tan rQ = log tan Qr 4- log cos a> 

9*2801 4 9*9897 = 9 2498 


rQ - 1Q°~5' whereas Bhtskara got {0°~22 / ~28 // , 


how BhSskara was correct mathematically. 
The email difference there is, due to his taking Haines for 
arcs of 16° instead of for smaller aros. 


Note. In the commentary called Sikhs of one Sri 
EedSra Datta Josi {page 357) wo find a mistake committed 
namely that he subtracted 3 H~10° the longitude of the 
pSta which is in Rlsis and degrees from the Sphntakrsnti 
84t/-45 /# . What BhSskara meant was, that since the 
longitude 100° exceeds 90°, the cosine will be negative 
which therefore entails a/ 5 to be subtracted from 

Yens 7. How to know the occurrence of a pSta. 

If the SpbufakrSofci of the Moon, when it is 
be 1ms than that of the Sun, then there could be no 
occasion for their declinations to become equal in the 
near future* 

Qgmm, The situation in which the maximum deoli* 
nation of the Moon falls short of that of the Sun, arises 



when the lunar orbit comes in between the celestial 
Equator and the ecliptic. This situation, in its turn, 
depends upon the position of Rahu. Since Rahu’s sidereal 
period amounts to nearly 18| years, the lunar orbit 
happens to take its position in between the celestial 
Equator and the Ecliptic for sufficiently a long period as 
shown below. 

That BhaBkara oould visualize this, reflects credit 
to his genius. This is why he formulated aS ± a/ 3 
stressing upon the plus or minus sign. 



Bhaskara gives an example under the above verse 
in the commentary to justify his finding given above. 
Suppose Rahu is at the autumnal equinox and the longi¬ 
tudes of both the Sun and the Moon are equal to 79°. 
Adding the Ayanams'as 11°, their longitudes are each 93* 
bo that both of them are at the summer solstice ie. an 
Ayana Sandhi. (Of course the Moon is not exactly at the 
position of the Sun, but he being in his own orbit, hfs 
longitude measured aloDg the Ecliptic is 90°). . Then 
evidently the lunar orbit lies in between the celestial 
equator and the Ecliptic. Then the declination of the 
Moon is 2l°-4§°«19i°-1170' and the declination of,the 
3un is 24*=1440'. Thus the Moon's declination when 
it is maximum falls short of that of,the Sun.- After half 
of the sidereal period of the Moon namely 13f 
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longitudes of the Sun, Moon and R3hu are respectively 
3-2-23-12, 8-19-4-26 and 6-JI-43-28 (in Rashs, degrees 
etc ), taking mean motions in go aooount. When the Moon 
has the maximum southern declination in the position M x 
of fig. 129 his longitude will ho however 8-10-9- id’and then 
his declination will br 1169. At that moment the decli¬ 
nation of the San will be 1398. Even here the Moon’s 
declination fails short of that of the San. Again after 
13§ days, we find the declination of the Moon falling short 
of that of the Son. Even after 2 months, the Moon 
oannot have a declination equalling that of the San. 
This phenomenon occurs when Rahu of the lunar orbit 
happens to be at Libra, and the Sun is at the summer 
solstice approximately. 

Verse 8. The definitions of Vyatipata and Vaidhfti. 

When the Sun and the Moon arc in opposite Ayanas, 
but in the same Goja, and if then their declinations be 
equal, then that moment is said to constitute vyatipatayoga. 

, If on the other hand, if both the Sun and the Moon be in 
the same Ayana and opposite Gojas, and if then their 
declinations be equal, that moment is said to constitute 
Vaidhrti Yoga. 

Comm, Explained before. 

Verse 9 and first half of verse 10 . To prognosticate 
the occurrence of a 

When the sum of the tropical longitudes of the Sun 
the Moon happens to be 180° or 360°, then the Vyati¬ 
pata and the Vaidhrti respectively will occur or will have 
oecured, The number of minutes of arc by which the sum 
of the tropical longitudes falls short of or exceeds 180° er 
86 Q 0 as the ease may he, are to be divided by the sum of the 
4aily motions, of the Sun and the Moon, which will 
aqproximately the number of d&yfe after which or 
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before which the Yogas will occur or would have occured. 
Compute the declinations of the Sun and the Moon for 
that moment from the then true daily motions. 

Comm. From fig. 121, it is clear that triangle rSL 
and * MN are congruent so that rS = M SS X = MS X 
.*. rS +- rM = *M-f rM = 180°. Again triangle rSIi 
and rM'N' are congruent rS = MV 

rS +- rM' — rM' +- MV = 360°. Thus in the former 
case which constitutes Vyatipata, the sum of the tropical 
longitudes of the Sun and the Moon is 180°; whereas in 
the latter case, which constitutes the VaidhrtipSta, the 
sum of those two longitudes is equal to 360°. 

Hence we are asked to note when the sum of the two 
longitudes is likely to amount to 180° or 360°. On a 
particular day suppose the sum is 180—0 or 360 — 0; so 
that 0 is to be made up by the then velocities of the Sun 

A 

and the Moon conjointly. Then —If- where u . v are their 

u~\~v 

respective velocities gives the number of days or fractiou 
of a day, by which the sum would be 180° or 360° as the 
case may be. As the velocities change from moment to 

A 

moment, the above —is only approximate. So, compute 

again the respective positions and respective velocities. 
Suppose the sum of the longitudes is 180+0' or 860 + 0' 

and the velocities u' and v ', Then gi ve3 fraction 

u'-f-v 

of a day after or before the moment in question when the 
patas occur Vyatipata or Vaidbrti. 

Verse 10. To know whether the Yoga is past or 
future. 

If the declination of the Moo$ situated in an odd 
quadrant exceeds that of the Sun or falls short of thp 
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Ban’s in an even quadrant the moment of the occurence of 
p5ta has elapsed. Otherwise the pafea is to take place 
ihottly after. 

Comm. This is clear because in an odd quadrant, the 
* declination of the Moon is on the increase. So if it be 
already greater than the Sun’s, in future it will be far 
greater and as such cannot equal the Sun’s declination. 
In other words the pat a had already taken place. 

Similarly in an even quadrant, the declination of the 
Moon is on the decrease. As such if it be greater than 
the Sun’s it will become equal in future. Thus the pata 
is to take place. On the other hand if the Moon’s decli¬ 
nation is less than the Sun’s, it will decrease further so 
that prior to the moment concerned a pata should have 
oocured. 

Latter half of verse 11 and verses 12, 18, 14. To 
compute the time of the occurrence of p£ta through a 
consideration of declinations. 

Obtain the difference of the declinations if they be of 
the same direction or their sum if they be of opposite 
directions in the case of Vyafcipgta; obtain the sum or 
difference of the declinations according as the deolinations 
are of the same or different directions in the ca^e of 
Vaidbqti. Call this sum or difference ‘the Adya \ 
After a lapse of an arbitrary time or before the moment 
concerned, obtain the positions of the Sun, Moon and the 
B&hu; also compute their declinations and form their 
difference or sum as the case may be. Call this Anya. If 
on both the occasions it is indicated that the pgta has 
elapsed or is to elapse, obtain the difference of the Adya 
and Anya; otherwise their sum. Divide the arbitrary" 
time taken, by the above sum or difference of the Adya and 
Anya and multiply, by the Adya. Take the result in 
ghatis. Taking this as the arbitrary time, repeat the 
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process till an invariable quantity is obtained in gbatis,' 
This is the time by which the moment of the p3.ta has 
elapsed or after which it is going to occur. 

Comm. (1) It might be asked “ why bother finding 
the declinations at all, when it is defined that Vyatipata 
happens when the sum of the longitudes of the Sun and 
the Moon is equal to 180° and Vaidbrti is defined whan 
the sum is equal to 360, since easily we could know when 
this happens without taking recourse to declinations 

The problem is not that simple. The above definition 
in terms of the sum of the longitudes is an approximate 
statement, because, the original and correct definition is 
that their declinations must be equal in magnitude. If 
they be equal in magnitude bub opposite in direction, they 
constitute Vaidbrti Yoga. If they be both equal in 
magnitude and direction, the situation constitutes Vyati- 
patayoga. In other words, when the diurnal paths of 
the Sun and the Moon coincide, the moment will be 
Vyatipata. If on the other hand their diurnal paths are 
of equal dimentions but one to the north of the celestial 
equator and the other to the south, then the moment is 
Vaidbrti. Though the.sum of the longitudes happens to be 
180°, the diurnal paths may not coincide because the Moon 
does not actually move on the ecliptic. So the situation 
is more complicated. 

Further the calculation of the declination of the Moon 
is to be done by calculating the AspbutakrSnti ie. the 
declination of the point of the ecliptic which indicates 
the longitudinal position of the Moon and his celestial 
latitude ie. the Aspbutaviksepa from the known position 
of the Node, and then by rectifying the Aspbutaviksepa to 
^obtain the Sphutaviksepa and then adding the Asphuta- 
r kranfci to the Sphutaviksepa bo obtain the SphutakrSnti. 

(*2) The latter half of verse fll) and the first half 
of verse ( 12), 



537 


Let us consider the case of Vyatipata. Suppose at 
the moment concerned, the declinations are of opposite 
direction. Find the sum of their numerical magnitudes. 
Suppose they are of the same direction ; find their differ¬ 
ence. This sum or difference of the declinations gives the 
distance between the planes of the diurnal paths of the 
Sun and the Moon. This distance is to vanish in order 
uhat the diurnal paths may coincide. So we are asked first 
to find the above distance. Suppose we understand that 
the Vyatipatha has elapsed by noting the declinations. 
This may be known easily by the criterfa given previ¬ 
ously. Supposing x and y to be the declinatious of the 
Moon and the Sun and supposing that x is on the decrease 
and approaching y, then the Vyatipatha is to occur, Bui 
suppose x < y and x is on the decrease, then the Vyatipata 
has taken place. Thus knowing whether the Vyatipatha 
has elapsed or is to occur, after an arbitrary time t % com¬ 
pute the declinations of the Sun and Moon and form their 
difference or sum as the case may be whioh gives the 
distance between the diurnal paths. Let the first distance 
found be called Adya and the second distance the Anya. 
Then the Anya will be less than the Adya because we have 
taken a time towards the occurrence of Vyatipata when 
the distance is to get nullified. Find the difference of the 
Adya and Anya. Then by the proportion “ If in time ‘ t y 
taken in between the moments of the Adya and Anya, 
the distance between the diurnal paths Is reduced by 
Alya —Anya, what time will be taken for the distance 
Adya to vanish f * we have the result 

T - - ^ which gives approximately the time 

Adya - Anya 

that has to elapse for the occurrence of the p5ta. Thisjwill 
be approximate. After a lapse of time T from the Adya 
moment concerned, again compute the declinations and 
repeat the procsss. We arrive at a particular point of 
time, which gives the moment of occurrence of the pata. 
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la the course of the commentary uader these verses 
Bhaskara solves two pro bleaks and points out that when 
there is a pat a according to his exposition, the statements 
made by Lalla, Brahmagupta S'rlpati and Madhava all 
indicate that there would not occur a pata. 

But we feel that Bhaskara read too much into those 
statements on account of the following. Lalla states 


Brahmagupta states 

ft 


and S'rlpati says 


ft 


In fact all these three statements mean one and the 
same and are intended to be approximate statements, in 
■ the first instance, having ignored the latitude of the Moon. 
They are just statements like that of Bhaskara himself 
when he says that there will be a pata when the sum of 
the longitudes will be 180° or 360°. The statements pur¬ 
port to say that if the declination of the Moon when it is 
on the decrease happens to be iesB than that of the Sun 
which is on the increase, there could be no pata. These 
statements so far as they go, ignoring the latitude of the 
Moon are perfectly in order. Bhaskara brings in a detailed 
analysis of two critical examples, to prove that there is a 
pata, but which is negated by the rough" statements of the 
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four Aearyas. Madhava’s statement in his Siddhanta 
Cudamani is as follows which is also in similar terms as 
those of the other three. 

Verses 15 and 16. To obtain the duration of the 

pata. 


The semi-sum of the diameters of the Sun and the 

«* 

Moon or what is the same the sum of their angular radii 
being: multiplied by the Spastagbafcis (obtained in the 
estimate as per the verses 11-14) and divided by the Adya 
in that context, gives the beginning and end of the pata 
from the moment of the computed time. The process 
being repeated according to the method of successive 
approximations wo have the correct estimate of the 
duration of the pata. 

Comm . This is a convention stipulated with respect 
to the duration of the Pata. Striotly speaking, when the 
diurnal paths of the centres of the discs coincide in the 
case of Vyatipsta, that will be the middle moment of the 
Vyatipata. The pata is said to last for suoh a time as the 
distance between the Centres of the discs (north-south 
distance) is less than r-f-p* This will be clear from a 
figure. The situation is akin to that of an eclipse. 

The time obtained for the occurrence of the pata 
under verses (11) to (14) indicates the middle of the 
duration of the pata. The duration of the pSta is defined 
as the time that lasts as long as the declination of the 
highest point of one disc becomes equal to that of the 
lowest point of the other beginning from the moment at 
which the declination of the lowest point of the one 
becomes equal to that of the highest point of the second. 
In ^other words, just like in an eclipse, so long as the 
distance between the diurnal paths traced by the centres 



640 


of the discs is less than the sum of their angular radii, the 
pata lasts. Extending the meaning of this to Vaidhrti 
also, so long as the numerical difference of the declinations 
of the Sun and the Moon ignoring their direction happens 
to fall short of the sum of the angular radii, the pata 
lasts. 

To obtain this duration of the pata the argument & 
*‘If the sum or difference of the declinations according as 
they are of opposite or the same direction (which was 
taken to be Adya under verses (11) to (14)) was reduced to 
zero in the time computed that time being known as 
Spastaghatis, what time will be taken for a difference of 
declinations equal to the sum of the angular radii ?” 

The result is .213: where r and v are the 

Adya 

angular radii of the Sun and the Moon, T the time 
calculated formerly known as Spastaghatis and Adya is as 
defined above. The above result gives the duration of the 
pata. 

Note. An approximate estimate of this duration could 
be obtained using differentiation. We have 

sin $ = sin X sin eo so that 

oos 8 a 8 = sin « cos X AA 

Let aa be the motion in longitude of the Moon with 
respect to the Sun per nadi which wiil be on the average 
12 / approximately. 

a8 - ^ 008 £><jj 

008 8 

If in one nadi, there be a variation in the declination 
equal to the above, what time will be taken for 16' 4* 16' 
the sum of the angular radii approximately ? The result is 
31 cos 8 
sin a) cos a 
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When X approaches 90°, the duration will be very 
much since cos \ -+ 0. This is true because the variation 
in the declination when X *= 90°, is very slow even for the 
Moon* The above formula holds good so long as A does 
not approach 90°. 

Verse 17. It must be deemed that the declinations 
will be equal so long as the difference in the declinations 
is less than r + p numerically. 

In the case of Vaidbrfei, we are asked to-take the sum 
instead of difference and difference instead of sum in 
contradistinction. Why? We shall see. We know that 
Vaidbrti occurs when the declinotions of the Sun and the 
Moon are of equal magnitude but of opposite directions 
subject to the condition that the longitudes are such that 
their sum is approximately 360°. This condition is 
stipulated because when the Sun is in the first quadrant 
and the Moon is in the 3rd quadrant and at the same time 
their diolinations are equal, the moment does not constitute 
Vaidhriti, because the sum of the longitudes is then less 
than 90° + 270° ie. less than 360°. Hence, for Vaidhriti 
one of the two celestial bodies must be in the first quadrant 
and the other in the fourth quadrant, so that the sum of 
the longitudes could equal 360° and at the same time the 
declinations could be equal though of opposite sign. Now 
compute the declinations of the Sun and the Moon at a 
particular moment. Suppose they are a and h and both 
are north. After a few ghatis or days compute again their 
decimations, say c and d , both again being north. Suppose 
then c -f d < a + b t then Vaidhriti is going to occur. 
Construing northern declination to be positive and the 
southern negative, for Vaidbrti to occur a 4- b must be 
reduced to zero ie. a and b are equal and of opposite 
direction. Now the argument adduced is “If in time - 

i ghatis or days a+b has become c-Vd (calling a-\-b as 
Xdy%and c+d as Anya) there is a decrease of Adya- Anya, 
time should lapse for <z+6 or Adya to reduce to 
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zero?” The answer is • J i } a which gives the time 

Adya - Anya 

after which Vaidhrti is likely to occur. 

Suppose a and b the declinations observed at a particular 
moment, are one north and and the other south. Compute 
their difference a — b ; after a few ghatis or days again from 
the difference of the declinations c and d ie. c— d. Tf 
c—d < a—b then Vaidhrti is going to occur, otherwise it 
has elapsed. This is so because the difference has to vanish 
for Yaidhrti 6b occur. 

Viewing the situation algebraically, ie. construing 
northern declination to be positive and southern negative, 
we could have laid down only one criterion, instead of 
separating the issues and stipulating separate criteria. 
Proceeding on this basis, suppose the the Sun and the Moon 
are one in the first quadrant and the other in the second. 
Here both declinations are therefore positive. Compute 
their difference a~b; compute again the difference of 
c and d which are again northern declinations 
after a few ghatis or days. If c — d < a—b 
is going to occur.. 

Now take a case when one of a and b is north and the 
other south; so also c and d. We are talking of a, c to be 
in the first quadrant and b, d in the fourth quadrant. Even 
now if c—d < a—b Vyatipata is going to occur. Thus 
there is no need to stipulate “Sum or difference”. Difference 
alone counts now, because difference of one positive and the 
other negative quantities means sum only. Thus in the 
case of Vyatipata difference should tend to zero, whether 
both the declinations are north, or one north and the other 
south. 

Similarly in the case of Yaidhrti the sum should tend 
to zero because the algebraic sum of one positive northern 
deolination and the other negative' southern declination 
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shall be zero, if the declinations were to be equal and of 
opposite directions. 

Here ends the Patadhyaya. 

Note Bhaskara gives two examples in the course 
of the commentary, one, to show the fallacy in asserting 
that there would be a pata when the Sun is in an even 
quadrant, the Moon in an odd quadrant and the Moon's 
declination is less than that of the Sun ; and the other to 
show the fallacy in asserting that the pata has elapsed 
when it is still to take place, and that it is still to occur 
when it has already elapsed. He quotes the example given 
in his Goiadhyaja wherein the longitudes of the Sun, 
Moon and Rahu are 120°, 60° and 180° respectively, there 
being no Ayamas'as. (Since at the time of Balia, there 
were no Ayanams'as, Bhaskara gives such an example). 
Since the Sun is in an even quadrant and the Moon in 
an odd quadrant, Bhaskara says, that as per the verse of 
Lalla etc.* there should be a 

pata. But since the longitude of Rahu is 180°, Ketu 
is at the equinoctial point so that the lunar orbit 
lies between the ecliptic and the equator. Hence the 
declination of the Moon remains smaller than that of 
the Sun for a good length of time never equalling the 
declination of the Sun. This, Bhaskara says, is a fallacy 
regarding ie. * Is there a pata or not ’ because 

when there is actually no pata, Lalla’s criterion leads to 
assert that there is one. It may be reiterated here, that 
Lalla gave a general criterion ignoring the latitude of the 
Moon io. supposing the Moon to be moving on the ecliptic. 
Bhaskara takes the latitude also into consideration and 
proves that there is no pata. 

In the second example, which Bhaskara gives, he tries 
to show the fallacy with respect to “ ” ie. asserting 

that a pata bsEs elapsed when it is still to occur, and that 
itja io occur when it has already elapsed. 
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In this example the declinations of the Sun and Moon 
are respectively 1416', 1324', when their tropical longitudes 
are 80° and 100°. The Moon is in an even quadrant, 
and his declination is less than that of the Sun. As per 
the criterion of Lalla given in the verse “etc.” 
the pata is not there at all. But Bhaskara computes and 
shows that the pata has occured 70 nadis before (Rahu 
having a reverse tropical longitude of 100 °). We shall 
shew here, how using differential calculus we could cut 
short the process. We have 

sin <§ — sin X sin co; differentiating 

cos 8 a 8 = cos A sin <o or 



sin co cos A 
cos 8 


A4 


= Ayanavalana X Variation in Bhuja. 


This could be seen graphically also from fig. 129. Let 
P and Q be two contiguous positions of the Sun (say) on 
the ecliptic when arc#Q = a 4. Let the increment in his 



declination in going from P to Q be NQ equal to 
Taking PNQ to be a plane A A& = A4 sin v where 

v = QPN. We have named this angle to be v, because it 
is no other than the Ayanavalana which was formulated 

to be equal to aia ^ 008 * . Thus AS = ai X 

valanajya. 



APPENDIX 


LIST 

1. Adhikumtisa : 

2. Ayjajya : 

3. vfl (or) /Wa : 

4. Ah ‘ a I) fkkarma : 


5. Akgakarpa 

6, Ak$a-K$etra 


7, Ak$avaiamm 

8 . * 


OF TECHNICAL TERMS 

A month gained by the lunar reckoning 
over the solar. This is located in that 
lunar month which does not contain a 


The Hindu sine of the arc of the horizon 
in between the rising point of the Sun 
and the east point. 

Latitude (Terrestrial) 

The arc of the ecliptic between the point 
of intersection of the ecliptic with a 
secondary through the star to the prime 
vertical and the point of intersection of 
the ecliptic with the star’s declination 
circle. 

The hypotenuse of the gnomonic triangle 
when its shadow is equal to what is called 


A right-angled spherical triangle one of 
whose sides may be the arc of a small 
circle namely the diurnal circle but one of 
whose angles is a right angle and another 
equal to the terrestrial latitude. 

The angle at the point of the star in 
between the declination circle of the star 
and a secondary to the prime vertical, 
through the star. 

The Hindu sine of an arc of the celestial 
equator corresponding to HftL 


69 
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9 Asia : Setting or heliacal setting. 

10. Ayanabindu : Solstice. 

11. Ayana-Drkkarma: The arc of the ecliptic intercepted between 

^ its point of intersection with the star’s 

declination circle and the secondary to the 
ecliptic through the star. 

12. Ayanamdam The arc of the ecliptic in between the 

vernal equinoctial point and the Hindu 
zero of the ecliptic ie the first point of 
the Zodiacal sign called Ad vim. 

13. Ayanavalanam The angle at the point of a star, between 

its declination circle and the secondary to 
the ecliptic through the star. 

14. Barhaspatyamana: The time taken by Jupiter to reside in a 

Radi, on the average, is called a jovian 
year. This falls short of a solar year. 

15. Bhaga : A degree 

16. Capa or : Arc. 

Karmuka 

17. Carajya : The Hindu sine of the arc intercepted 

between the east point and the declination 
circle of a rising star or planet or the 
Sun. 

18. Candra-masa : The time between two consecutive full- 

moons or New moons. 

19. Chaya or BhS : Shadow cast by the gnomon. 

20. Chayabhuja : The projection of the shadow on the east- 

west line. 

21. Chayakarpa or : The hypotenuse of the gnomonic triangle 

Bhakarjia whose two sides are the «nomon and its 

shadow. 
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22. Chayakoti : The perpendicular from the extremity of 

a shadow on the east-west line. 

23. Dhruva : The star near the celestial pole or the 

celestial pole itself. 

24. Dhruvaka : The celestial longitude. 

25. Dhruva- : The declination circle. 

protavfttam 

26. : The Hindu sine of the azimuth measured 

by the angle between the prime vertical 
and the vertical of a star or a planet. 

27. Dorjy'd or : Hindu sine of celestial longitude. 

BhujajyS 

28. Dfgjyd ; The Hindu sine of the Zenith distance. 

29. Drgdamhana : Total parallax. 

. 0. Dvdparayuga : Twice the period of a kaliyuga. 

31. Dyujya : The Hindu cosine of declination or the 

% 

radius of the diurnal circle taking the 
radius of the celestial equator to be R 
equal to 3438 units. 

32. Dyujvil-vftta or : The diurnal circle of a star or a planet. 
AhorStra-Vftta 

33. Ghafi or NStfi : An interval of time equal to 24/ (minutes) 

34 Grahapa : Eclipse. 

35. I If it or I$f all fit: The Hindu sine of the arc of the diurnal 

circle from a point of the same upto the 
plane of the horizon. 

36. Kadamba : Pole of the ecliptic. 

Zl > Jtadamba- : A secondary to the ecliptic through a star 

protavftta or planet. 
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38. Kaksamaiidala : The deferent of a planet or the circle with 

the earth as centre and radius equal to 3438 
units. 

39. Kala : The Hindu sine in the diurnal circle 

corresponding to the Sutra (given below). 

40 Raid or Lipid : A minute of angle. 

41. Kaliyuga : The period consisting of 4,32,000 mean 

solar years. 

42. Kalpa : Dvdparayuga is twice Kaliyuga; Tretdyuga 

thrice and Krta four times. All these put 
together constitute a Mahdyuga. 71 Mahd- 
yugas make one Manvantara. Fourteen 
Manvantaras with what are called Sandhi 
periods on either side equal to a Krtayuga 
or thousand Mahdyugas make a Kalpa. The 
creation is supposed to last one Kalpa , 
which is said to constitute the day time of 
Brahma, the Creator. His night also is of the 
same duration when there is no creation. It 
is held that we are now in what is called 
Kveta-Vardha Kalpa, wherein the seventh 
Manvantara called Vaivasvata manvantara 
is current. In this Manvantara, twenty seven 
Mahdyugas are supposed to have elapsed 
and in the twenty-eighth Mahdyuga, kyta 
Treta and Dvaparayugas have elapsed and 
that we are now in the Kaliyuga. In this 
Kaliyuga which began on the day when 
Lord Krspa gave up his mortal coil, 508Cf 
mean solar years have elapsed by about 
21 March, 1979. 

r 43. Kramajya or i Hindu sine of an angle. 
simply jya or 
Jiva or guna 

44. Karapa i Half of the duration of a tithi. 
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45. Karnagrajya or ; The Hindu sine Agrajya multiplied by K • 
simply Karpagra and divided by R where K is the hypotenuse 

of the gnomonic triangle whose two sides 
are the gnomon and its shadow and R the 
radius of the celestial sphere taken to be 
3438 units. 


46. Kendra 


The centre of a circle. 


47. Ketu : The diametrically opposite point of Rahu. 

Rahu also means the circular section of the 
earth’s shadow at the Moon. 


4<S. Kha-Svastika : The Zenith at a place. 

49. Kopjyd : Hindu Cosine of an angle. 


50. Krdnti or Apama: The declination of a point on the ecliptic. 


51. Kranti-Vrftam 

52. Kftayuga 

53. Kgayamasa 

54. Kfitija 

55. Kuivd 


56. Lagna 

57. Larhbajyd 

58. Larhbana 

59. Mahdyum 
m. Manvaniara 


: Ecliptic. 

: Four times the period of a Kaliyuga. 

: That lunar month in which there are two 
Samkramanas. 

: The Horizon at a place. 

: The Hindu sine measured in the diurnal 
circle corresponding to the Carajyd defined 
above. 

< . 

: The Rail which rises at any moment or the 
rising point of the ecliptic. 

; The Hindu Cosine of the latitude. 

; Parallax in longitude. 

*; The Sum of the four yugas mentioned above. 

: A period equal to 71 MahSyugas. 
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1. Naksatra 


62. Naksatra-Dina 

63. Naksatra-masa 

\ 

64. Natakala 

65. Natamdajya 

66. Nati 

67. Nicoccav]"tta 

68. Parama-Antya 


69.. Paramakranti 

70. 


71. Praci 

72. Pracyapara 

73. Prativftta 


A star. Also the time which elapses as 
the longitude of the Moon increases by 
13^ degrees starting from the zero point of 
Advini. 

The time that elapses between two consecutive 
risings of a star. 

The time taken by the Moon to go from 
Advini again to Advini. 

Hour angle measured in ghat is. 

Hindu sine of the Zenith distance. 

Parallax in latitude. 

Epicycle. 

The Antya when the celestial body is at 
the point of intersection of the celestial 
equator and the meridian or what is the 
same at the point of culmination. 

Obliquity of the ecliptic taken by the Hindu 
astronomers to be 24°. 

The point of time when the declinations 
of the Sun and the Moon are equal and 
of the same sign or opposite sign. Also it 
means the point of intersection of two great 
circles. 

East point. 

East-west line. 

The circle in which the planet moves and 
whose centre is at a distance from the 
centre of the Kak§amandala or the orbit 
of the mean planet. This is. the same as 
the orbit of the the jtrue planet supposed 
to be a circle. 
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Rahu : The point of intersection of the Moon’s 

path with the ecliptic (ascending point of 
the Moon’s path). Also it means the 
circular section of the earth’s shadow at 
the Moon. 

75. Rdii : An arc equal to 30° (on the ecliptic). 

/6. Samahindu or : North point. 

Udagbitulu 

77. Samamandata : Prime vertical. 

78. -8at\ku ; The Hindu cosine of the altitude when the 

Sun is on the Prime Vertical. 

79. : The point of time when the Sun enters 

from one Rati to another of the twelve 
Rafis , Me$a etc. measured from the zero- 
point of the Hindu Zodiac. 

80. tfahku : Gnomon. 

81. tfanku : The Hindu sine of the Altitude. 

(Also means) 

82. 8 aftku-cchSyd : The shadow cast by the gnomon. 

5. Saura-mdsa : The time when the Sun occupies one Rdf. 

g 4 . : The Hindu versed-sine of the hour-angle. 

Also it means celestial latitude. 

85. Sdvandha I The time between two consecutive Sun-rises. 

86. Sutra : The Hindu sine of the complement of the 

hour-angle. 

87. Taddhfti : The Hfti of a celestial body when it is 

on the prime vertical. 

gg. jithi i The time taken by the elongation of the 

moon to increase by 12° starting from 


zero. 



89 . Tithi-k$aya 
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Since a Tithi falls short of a SSvanaha 
or civil day, in course of time, it so 
happens, that a tithi begins after sun-rise 
and does not last upto the next suu-rise. 
Such a tithi is said to be lost and goes 
by the name Tithi ksaya. One such tithi 
k§aya occurs out of 64 titfais approximately 
or eleven out of 703 more approximately. 

90. Tretayuga : Thrice the period of a Kaliyuga. 

91. Trijya : The Hindu sine of three Rasis or 90° 

equal to R or 3438 units- 

92. Udaya : Rising or heliacal rising. 

93. Unmap data or : The great circle through the celestial pole 

Udvrtta and the east point. 

94. Unmapdala : The Hindu cosine of the altitude of a 

\$anku celestial body situated on the unmapdala. 

95'. Upavrtta : A small circle parallel to the prime vertical 

through a star or a planet. 

96. Vighati or Vinadii One sixtieth of a ghati. 

$3. Viksepa or iara : Celestial latitude. 
or VUikha 

98. Vi?uvatbindu i Equinoctial point. 

99. Visuvat-chdyd r The shadow cast by the gnomon when the 

Sun is at the point of intersection of the 

celestial equator and the meridian on an 
equinoctrial day. 

100. Vi§uvat-Vrtta : Celestial equator. 

101. Vrtta or Masala: A circle. 



102 tYaihyottam- 
sarhku or 

103. Yamyottaravftta : 

104. Yasti 


105. Yoga 

106. Yuti 


The Hindu sine of the Altitude of a 
Celestial body situated on the meridian. 


The meridian at a place. 

R a - Ayanavalanaja 2 

Yasfi has also another meaning namely 
the length of the perpendicular from a 
point on the diurnal circle on the plane 
parallel to the plane of the horizon through 
the point of intersection ^of the diurnal 
circle with the unman data. 

The time which elapses when the sum of 
the longitudes of the Sun and the Moon 
to increase by 13!.£ starting from zero. 

Conjunction. 



